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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Inwhat senseisthe Torah the blueprint of history?
2.  Givethree examples.
3. When will life cease to exist on this earth?
4.  When will it regenerate?

5.  Namethefour “exiles’ which the Jewish People endured
since the destruction of the first Temple.

This and much more will be addressed in the first lecture of this
series: "Torah: The Blueprint of History".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline.
Go back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and
see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons
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TORAH: THE BLUE PRINT OF HISTORY
l. The Blue Print of Creation

A.
TR ... 7137 09 09 DOVIWIYW T7°RT TR IORR 7°TXY (7 °%Wn) NND 127 YWY 029

172 071 W2 Tom 0YIWAW AT 773RR PW IR 09D NP IR NAMIR TINT 7R
XY NYTIN TNIR 7292 IPR IR JHIR NYTH ROR WXV NYTA ANIR 7292 IR POYD
PWHWD TWIY RIT RO DTN TWIY KIT RO NYTY 12 WO NIROPIDI NIRINDYT ROR
PRI D°—R K72 DPWRIA TIBKR 70T 0290 DR X121 7102 0030 773p0 D

KX 727 PRRT2 L1077 NPWRT 1P 1T (7 05Wm) IR NRT M TROT 770 K9R NP

Rabbi Hoshaiah Rabbah began his derasha (exposition) with the following verse
(Proverbs 8:30), “And then | was raised (amon) by Him; and | was daily His delight,
rejoicing always before Him.” The word amon (raised) can aso be read as uman
(artisan). The Torah says. “I was the artisan’s tool of the Holy One, blessed be He. The
normal custom amongst men is that a king doesn’'t build a palace on his own, rather, he
uses the service of an artisan. And neither does the artisan build it on his own. Rather, he
employs blue prints which guide him in building the various rooms and alcoves.
Similarly, the Holy One, blessed be He, examined the Torah and created the world. The
Torah states (Genesis 1:1), “Beraishis (through that which is raishis - that which came
into being first) G-d created . . .”. The word “beraishis’ is referring to Torah, as it is
stated (Proverbs 8:22), “The L-rd created me (the Torah) at the beginning of His way, the
first of Hisactsof old.” Medrash BeraishisRabbah 1:1
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Worthy are al those that involve themselves in Torah study, for when the Holy One,
blessed be He, created the world, He scrutinized the Torah and created the world. [Thus,]
through the Torah was the world created, as the Sages expounded the verse (Proverbs
8:30), “And then | (the Torah) was raised (amon) by Him” The word amon (raised) can
also be read as uman (artisan). Is the Torah an artisan? Yes! Just like a king who builds
palaces cannot do so without employing an artisan, but, yet, when it is built, the king
takes credit for it. The people refer to it as the palace that the king built. What the king
did was to invest his ideas into the palace. Similarly, the Holy One, blessed be He,
desired to build the world and He looked to the artisan. Even though the artisan built the
pal aces, the king takes credit for them and the people refer to the palace as the palace that
the king built [and say,] “The king certainly built the palaces.” The Torah, [however,]
cries out and says, “I was His artisan”, for the Holy One, blessed be He, built the world.
The Torah preceded the creation of the world by two thousand years. When the Holy
One, blessed be He, wanted to create the world, He scrutinized the Torah, word by word,
and correspondingly designed the world, for all the words and actions of al of the worlds
are contained within the Torah. Thisis what is meant by the statement that He examined
the Torah and created the world. It isn’'t that the Torah created the world but rather that
the Holy One, blessed by He, by examining the Torah, created the world. . . . Now,
anyone who scrutinizes the Torah and puts in the effort [to study it] is considered asif he
sustains the entire world. [Just as] the Holy One, blessed be He, scrutinized the Torah and
created the world, [so too when] a human scrutinizes the Torah, he sustains the world.
Thus, the creation and preservation of the world is through the Torah. It is for this reason
that a person who puts effort into Torah study sustainsthe world. . . . Zohar vol. | p. 161
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All that is contained in the Prophetic works regarding Maaseh Merkavah (the Divine
Chariot in the Book of Ezekiel) and Maaseh Beraishis (the secrets of Creation) and that
which is accepted to be true by the sages: that which is produced by the four groups in
the lower world, i.e. mineral, plant, the animal soul, and human soul, their potential, their
essence, their actions and the negation of those things that harm them, were all taught to
Moshe Rabbainu and were al written in the Torah, either expressly or subtley. Our Sages
have aready stated (Rosh Hashanah 21b) that fifty gates of understanding were created
in the world and all of them were given over to Moshe with the exception of only one, as
it is stated (Psalms 8:6), “For you have made him a little lower than G-d.” . . . It is
possible that this [fiftieth] gate is referring to the knowledge of the blessed Creator,
which was not given over to any created being. . . . All the knowledge that is contained
within these gates of wisdom that was given to Moshe Rabbainu was written in the Torah
expressly or through hints through words or gematrias or through the form of the letters,
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both those written normally or abnormally, or through the protrusions or crowns on the
letters. Preface to the commentary of the Ramban to the Torah
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Resh Lakish [himself] said: What is the meaning of the verse (Genesis 5:1), “This is the
book of the generations of Adam”? Did Adam have a book? What it implies is that the
Holy One, blessed be He, showed to Adam every [coming] generation with its expositors,
every generation with its sages, every generation with its leaders; when he reached the
generation of R. Akiva he rejoiced at his teaching, but was grieved about his death, and
said (Psalms 139:17), “How precious are Thy thoughts unto me, O G-d!” Avodah Zarah
S5a
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It is afundamental principle that al that is, was and will be for eternity is included in the
Torah from Beraishis until L'Ainei Kol Yisrael. Not just the general pattern, but even the
particulars of every specie and every individual person, every event from the day he was
born until the day he dies, al of his reincarnations and al his particulars. This equally
applies to every domesticated and wild animal and any living creature in the world and
every grass and form of vegetation. Similarly, al that is written regarding the Patriarchs
and Moshe and [Klal] Yisrael is al repeated throughout every generation, for the sparks
of their spirituality are incarnated in every generation. Similarly, every act which is
recorded from the time of Adam until the end of the Torah is actually recurring in every
generation, as an astute person knows. It also occurs to every single person as well. The
Gaon's Commentary to Sifra D' Tzniusa, Chapter 5

. When Every Word Counts
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In addition, we have a Kabbalistic tradition that the entire Torah is made up of the Names
of the Holy One, blessed be He, for the words can be divided in a certain way into
[Divine] names. For example, the [first] verse of [the Torah], Beraishis can be divided
into other words such as berash isbara elo-him. Similarly, the entire Torah can be so
divided, besides the combinations and the gematrias (numerical equivalents) of the
names. Rabbainu Shlomo (Rashi) has aready written, in his commentary to the Talmud
(Sukkah 45a), about the great name of the seventy two [combinations of letters] and how
they were arrived at using the three verses (Exodus 14:19,20,21), Vayisa, Vayavo, and
Vayait. For this reason, a Sefer Torah in which someone made a mistake with even one
letter, adding [a vov] or diminishing [a vov] is invalid. For the above consideration
requires us to invalidate a Sefer Torah which is missing a vov from the word, “osam’, in
which the vov appears on thirty nine occasions, or when it is added, [inappropriately] on
the other occasions when it is supposed to be missing, and in all similar situations. Even
though such a change would seem to be immaterial. This is what prompted the great
experts of Scripture to count every instance when the vowels of a word should be
completely spelled out (malei) and when they should be deleted (chaseir) and to
scrupulously count the words of the entire Torah and the rest of Scripture and to compose
works on the Masoretic text which date back to Ezra, the Scribe, who put great effort [on
verifying the correct text] . . . It seems that the Torah which was originally written in a
form of black fire on white fire was written in such a manner: Continuous writing without
breaks for the words. In such aform, it is possible to read the Torah as Divine names or
read it in the manner that we do, [as a guide] to Torah and Mitzvos. It was given to
Moshe Rabbainu in the form of Torah and Mitzvos and its reading in the form of Divine
names was transmitted to him orally. In such a manner, the great Name [of seventy two
three letter Names] can be written without a break and can be divided into words
consisting of three letters or to other subdivisions, in accordance with the usage of the
Kabbalists. I ntroduction to the commentary of Ramban to Beraishis
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Moshe Rabbainu personally wrote over the entire Torah before he died and gave a sefer
to each one of the tribes. One sefer he put into the Aron as a witness . . . Rambam,
prefaceto Mishnah Torah
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The Rabbis said the following: Since Mosheh knew that he was about to die on that day,
what did he do? R. Yanai said that he wrote thirteen Torah scrolls. He gave twelve to the
different tribes and he put one in the Aron so that if anyone would ever contemplate
changing anything in the Torah, they would be able to take the scroll out of the Aron and
compare it. Medrash Devorim Rabbah 9:9
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Seforim, tephilin, and mezuzos may not be written during Chol HaMoed (the intermediate
days of the Yom Tov) nor may a single letter be corrected, even in the scroll of Ezra (or
Azarah - the Temple courtyard). M oed Katan 18b
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Even in the scroll of Ezra: The Sefer Torah of Ezra. | heard from my teachers that the
word is Azarah with a "he". It means that there was an accurate Sefer Torah in the
Temple courtyard which was used to correct all of the seforim of the Diaspora. Rashi,
Moed Katan 18b
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Rabbah b. Bar Chana said in the name of R. Y ochanan: Those who corrected the seforim
in Jerusalem received their fees from the Temple funds. K esubos 106a
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Those who corrected seforim: This is referring to the seforim which are owned by
individual persons because it is forbidden to retain an uncorrected sefer in one's
possession . . . The courts saw that people were negligent in the matter and they made the
funds of the Temple available for that purpose. Rashi ibid.
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And you shall make a lampstand of pure gold; of hammered workmanship shall the
lampstand be made (Shemos 25:31) | have seen seforim that were checked by the
scholars of Tiberias, that fifteen of their elders swore that they carefully looked through
each and every word and vowel three times, including every malei and chasser. Behold
[in those seforim] the word Rwy°n was written with a yud. | have not found this to be so

in the seforim in Spain, France, and England [literally across the sea]. R. Avraham ibn
Ezrain hiscommentary to Shemos 25:31

1. The Torah Codes
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IV.  Six Daysand Six Millennia
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R. Kattina said: Six thousand years the world will exist, and one [thousand, the seventh],
it shall be desolate, as it is written (Isaiah 2:11), “And the L-rd alone shall be exalted on
that day." Abaye said: it will be desolate two [thousand], asit is said (Hoseah 6:2), “ After
two days will He revive us: in the third day, He will raise us up, and we shall live in His
sight.” It has been taught in a Braiisa in accordance with R. Kattina: Just as the seventh
year is one year of release in seven, so is the world: one thousand years out of seven shall
it be fallow, as it is written (Isaiah 2:11), “And the L-rd alone shall be exalted in that
day,” - and it is further said (Psalms 92:1), “A Psalm and song for the Sabbath day,"
meaning the day that is altogether Sabbath - and it is also said (Ibid. 90:4), “For a
thousand years in Your sight are but as yesterday when it is past." The Tanna deve
Eliyahu teaches: The world is to exist six thousand years. In the first two thousand there
was desol ation; two thousand years the Torah flourished; and the next two thousand years
isthe Messianic era. Sanhedrin 97a
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The term, “la’asoss’ (to make) aso refers to the fact that the six days of creation
correspond to the entire lifespan of the world, for it will last for six thousand years (Rosh
Hashana 31). Thisiswhat is meant by the statement (M edrash Berashis Rabbah 19:8), “A
day of the Holy One, blessed be He, is equal to a thousand years.” Behold, the first two
days [of Creation] the world consisted only of water, without anything being completed.
Thisis a hint to the first two thousand years in which no one called out by the name of
Hashem. This is what they said (Avodah Zarah 9a), “For two thousand years the world
was formless (tohu). There was, however, a creation of light on the first day, which
corresponds to the lifetime of Adam who was the light of the world, who recognized his
Creator. Perhaps, no one worshipped other gods until the first man (Adam) died. . . .”
Commentary of Ramban to Genesis 2:3
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The number [of years (forty nine) contained within the phrase, “seven cycles of the seven
years of Shemitta]” hint to the great Jubilee which will occur at the end of the days of the
world which will be forty nine [thousand years], for the number forty nine [recurs] in
days, years, and thousands of years and in the gates of wisdom which were transmitted to
Moshe. They are al hinting at one thing: The duration of the world, as it is hinted at in
the verse (Ecclesiastes 1:4), “And the world will last li’olam (literally for ever).” Thisis
referring to the “olam” of the Jubilee of the world. (See Kiddushin 15a, where the phrase
is used in conjunction with a “permanent” Hebrew slave whose ear is pierced but is
released on the Jubilee year.) This is the secret meaning of the “fifty gates of wisdom”
which were created in this world (Rosh Hashana 21b) as it is stated (Psams 8:6), “For
you have made him a little lower than G-d.” The explanation is that each succeeding
“gate of understanding” which He taught him contained all of the revelations of each
succeeding thousand year period, until he had taught him the entirety of existence with
the exception of the holy Jubilee which is the fiftieth gate containing the hidden secret of
wisdom. This is the meaning of, “For you have made him a little lower than G-d.”. This
“gate” is referred to as “allittle” because of its immense subtlety and depth, more so than
any of the other Divine “gates’ of wisdom. That is why the number of thousands of years
[hinted at] in the phrase, “seven cycles of the seven years of Shemitta’ is [prefaced] by
the phrase “and it shall be to you” an expression of being and existence. It a'so added the
word, “days’, for all of the days of the world correspond to the numerical value of lecha
(to you - which is fifty). For that purpose it was written, “And it shall be [that] the days
[consist of] lecha (fifty)”. Thisis what King David, of blessed memory, hinted at when
he wrote (Psalms 145:13), “Y our kingdom is a kingdom for ever” [in which he used the
words, “kol olamim”, hinting at the multitudes of Jubilees of fifty years - the numerical
value of the word kol is fifty]. And it is actually an explicit verse (Psalms 105:8), “the
word which He commanded for a thousand dor (literally generations)”, for the word dor
issimilar to olam, which isfifty years. The hint comes through the word kol and the word
lecha. They both were written with the same intention. It isclear. . . . For each one of the
seven Sefiros has an effect for seven thousand years, which comes to atotal of forty nine.
When the world completes the cycle of forty nine there will be void and formlessness and
it will return back to the Jubilee from whence it originaly came. Give this thought.
Rabbainu Bachya, L eviticus 25:8,10
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In addition, | have heard from Torah scholars that there is an astonishing secret tied in
with the Jubilee, for it hints at the entire time span of the world and its years. You, my
son, should merit to scrutinize and see for yourself and gain knowledge and understand
these things. Sefer HaChinuch Mitzvah 330
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The secret doctrine of the days of the world is hinted at in this place (Lev.25:2). Bend
your ear to what | am permitted to let you hear. If you merit it, you will understand. |
already wrote in Parshas Beraishis (Gen. 2:3) that the six days of creation symbolize the
days of the world with the seventh day being a Sabbath dedicated to Hashem, your G-d,
for at that time there will be a cessation of activity for the sake of His great Name, as we
learned (Tamid 7:4), "On the seventh day what did [the Levites] say? ‘A Psalm song for
the Sabbath day’ which is referring to the future, a day which is entirely a period of
cessation and rest for the Life of the worlds.” Behold, these days hint at what was created
during the creation process. The years [of Shemitta] hint at what will occur to the
creation during the world’'s existence. It is for that reason that the Scripture is more
stringent with Shemitta than with any of the other negative commandments and one is
condemned to exile because of it, just as it is stringent with immorality, as it is stated
(Lev. 26:34), “Then shall the land enjoy her Sabbaths, as long as it lies desolate”.
Scripture repeats this theme many times . . . because anyone who denies this, denies the
Creation and the World to Come. . . . The Jubilee year is hinted at in the verses between
Beraishis (Gen. 1:1) and Vayichulu (Gen. 2:1), for they will all return at the Jubilee,
every man to his possession, and every man shal return to his family. For it is a
foundation. He who believes shall be silent. This is what is meant in the verses (Lev.
25:2), “Then shall the land keep a Sabbath to the L-rd.” (lbid. 25:10) “And proclaim
liberty throughout al the land.” For thisis the land of [spiritual] life which is hinted to in
the first verse (Gen. 1:1). Regarding it does Scripture state (Lev. 26:42), “And | will
remember the land.” | have mentioned this many times. Perhaps this is what our Sages
hinted at (Rosh Hashanah 21b) by saying, “Fifty gates of wisdom were created in this
world and they were all transmitted to Moshe with the exception of one.” For every
Shemitta is one “gate”. Behold He informed him of the entire existence with the
exception of the holy Jubilee. Commentary of Ramban to L eviticus 25:2
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That which the Kabbalists write regarding the verse (Psalms 145:13), “Y our kingdom is a
kingdom “kol olamim” (for ever)” The numerical value of the word kol is fifty which
hints at the fifty thousand years which is the secret doctrine of the great Jubilee. The
secret of the verse (Psalms 105:8), “ The word which He commanded for a thousand dor
(literally generations)”, in which the word dor is written without a “vav’ is that the
numerical value [of I’elef dor without the “vav’] is that of Moshe - three hundred and
forty five. Thisisthe meaning of the verse (Ecc. 7:28), “one man among a thousand have
| found,” whichisreferring to Moshe. Thisis the secret of the elongated “nun” (see Num.
27:5) which alludes to the secret doctrine of the thousand generations. Moshe contained
all fifty - referring to the thousand dor - generations. The first letters of the verse (Ecc.
1:9) (Mah (that) shehayah (which was) hu (is) destined to reoccur), spells out the word
Mosheh. This is the secret doctrine of the word “na” - [which is spelled] nun alef which
aludes to the nun elef (fifty thousand) generations. [In addition,] the first [Hebrew]
letters of the verse (Deut. 3:26), “But the L-rd was angry with me for your sakes’ can be
[rearranged] to read the word %27 - Jubilee. [The inference is] that the forced labor of
Moshe, which was for your sakes, will last until the great Jubilee, for his soul shines
throughout every generation. R. Nosson Nota Shapiro, Sefer M egaleh Amukos, #65
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According to the Kabbalah, we are presently in the Shemitta cycle of Pachad Yitzchak.
Thisis the secret doctrine contained within the verse (Exodus 2:10), “Because | drew him
out of the water.” This is the secret doctrine contained in the verse (Exodus 3:1), “And
Moshe was a shepherd.” R. Nosson Nota Shapiro, Sefer M egaleh Amukos, #64
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You should perceive and understand that Moshe Rabbainu was from the previous
Shemitta, which is the Shemitta of [the Sefira of] Chesed. When he was sent to this
Shemitta, he said, “Master of the worlds, | am not from this Shemitta but rather from the
past one, which was entirely made up of compassion and kindness and pure water
without an [evil] inclination and without sin. Why did you bring me to this Shemitta?’
[The Sefira of] Binah replied, “1 brought you [here] because of the needs of the world, in
order to bring out Israel from Egypt through you, and to bring the ten plagues to the
Egyptians, and to lead Isragl in the midst of the [Red] Sea through the dry land, and to
lead them through the desert, and to give them the Manna, and to sink the enemies of
Israel in the sea. . . . You should know that one Shemitta has already passed which had a
duration of seven thousand years, which was the Shemitta of Chesed. This Shemitta,
however, is the Shemitta of Pachad. It is a difficult Shemitta. That is why war, plague,
and famine surround the world. . . . Sefer HaPeliah
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The Chasid, HaRav David b. R. Y ehudah HaChasid in his work, Livnas HaSapir, written
in the year 5085 (1325), explains that the argument in the gemora Sanhedrin (97a)
whether the world will be in a state of destruction lasting one thousand years or two
thousand years is based upon the following: The one who maintains that the destruction
will last two thousand years holds that this world is going through the last Shemitta and
afterwards will be the Jubilee year. According to this opinion, before this world, before
the command, “Let there be light”, there existed a time based order. According to the
opinion that destruction will last for one thousand years, this is an earlier world. Sefer
Torah Shelaimah, Beraishis#423
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It is proper for you to know that [our Sages] had a tradition that there are two forms of
destruction that will occur in this world. The first is a partial destruction where heaven
and earth will remain as they are but the basic [four] elements [of earth, water, air, and
fire] and their compounds on earth will undergo destruction as the earth will become
desolate. This partia destruction will occur, according to tradition, on the seventh
millenium from Creation. This is what Rav Katina and the Tana D’vei Eliyahu are
referring to when they say that there will be destruction which will last for a thousand
years as the influx of blessing for the higher worlds will not reach the earth. This
destruction is hinted at in the commandment regarding Shabbos and the holiday of
Pesach as well as the commandment of Shemitta which Hashem commanded (Exodus
23:10-11), “Six years shall you plant your field . . . and the seventh year you shall release
your hold and abandon it,” for this partial destruction will not affect heaven and earth but
only all of the activity on earth. . . . The second form of destruction is the total
destruction where everything, meaning heaven and earth and all that is contained therein,
will revert to absolute nothingness. This total negation of existence is hinted at in the
commandment of Jubilee, for after seven Shemittas of a thousand years each, in the
fiftieth millenium, everything will be entirely destroyed, the upper and lower worlds,
substance and form and everything will revert to absolute nothingness, the state that
existed from before creation. For this reason it is stated (Lev. 25:13), “In the year of this
Jubilee you shall return every man to his possession.” . . . Thisis actually the opinion of
the Ramban in regards to Shemitta and the Jubilee, which he hid through his allusion to
secret doctrines. | don't see the need for maintaining its secrecy, for the Divine Torah
revealed al precious knowledge through its system of commandments . . . Commentary
of R. Yitzchak Abravanel to Parshas Behar, Derech HaShelishi
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Regarding this in general, | would like to tell you about an error which crept in to the
writings of some of the Kabbalists such as the Sefer HaKanah and the work of the author
of the Sefer HaTemunah who state that there will be seven Shemittas in the world and
that every period of seven thousand years corresponds to one Shemitta and that one
Shemitta has already elapsed and that we are in the second Shemitta which hints to the
Sefira of Gevurah and similar things upon which they elaborated, which are not so. | am
now telling you not to believe such things. Sefer Maamore R. Shimon bar Yochai, R.
Chaim Vital in the name of the Arizal
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[The Arizal stated that one] shouldn't study the works of the latter day Kabbalists who
came after the Ramban, z"l, because those who came afterwards lived in an erawhen this
branch of wisdom was hidden from everyone's eyes. They were only aware of some of
the secondary principles, without knowing the basic principles. Upon these [secondary
principles] did the latter day Kabbalists build their works, using only human logic. Y ou,
yourself, can test it out, for a dedicated researcher can know the majority of their
principles after four or five days of research. All of what they say is merely repetitive,
using different words. According to their principle doctrine, there exist ten sefiros. On
this principle, they wrote mounds of works that can all be summarized in two or three
booklets. He continued on and said, "Men of understanding, listen to me. Don't become
undisciplined in your urge to reach G-dliness and read the works of the latter Kabbalists
which are built upon human logic." R. Chaim Vital, Prefaceto Sefer Etz Chaim
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. . . We know with complete clarity that the Gaon, the Chasid, may his lamp shine
brightly, does not believe that the entire Kabbalah of the Arizal originated with the
teachings of Eliyahu [HaNavi], z"'l. Rather, [according to the Gaon,] only asmall fraction
came directly from Eliyahu, z"l, and the rest came as aresult of his great wisdom. [If so,]
there is no requirement to believe in it etc. In addition, [according to the Gaon,] the
writings are full of [copyist] errors etc. Someone holding such an opinion feels justified
in selecting those passages of the writings of the most holy Arizal which he deems to be
worthy and correct and to identify them as teachings of Eliyahu, z"l, and rejecting other
passages as not being the teachings of Eliyahu, z'l. ... Letter from R. Shneur Zalman
of Liadi to the community of Hasidim in Vilna, 1797, Igros HaK odesh #34
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For man (Moshiach) will not arise until the sixth day which is in the sixth millenium and
not at its end unless [it will come earlier] through the power of Teshuva, for the authority
of man (Moshiach) will only take place in the sixth millenium. On the seventh, there will
be a Shemitta, as the world will be destroyed. On the eighth, the world will be renewed as
it was originaly and that which will occur then will occur. Medrash HaNelam, Zohar
Chadash Beraishis
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V. Destruction and Renewal - An Eternal Pattern
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Rabbi Yishmael taught, “ After the doings of the land of Egypt . . . and after the doings of
the land of Canaan shall you not do . . .” (Lev. 18:3) And if you don’t listen, “I am the
L-rd your G-d.” (Ibid. 18:4) Rabbi Chiya taught, “Why is the phrase, 'l am the L-rd your
G-d.' (Ibid. 18:4) written twice? I, who punished the generation of the Flood, of Sodom,
of Egypt, will also punish, in the future, those who act like them. The generation of the
Flood was blotted out because they were awash in immorality.” Rabbi Simlai said,
“Wherever immorality is rampant, a deluge comes and slaughters the good [together]
with thebad. ” Medrash Vayikra Rabbah 23:9

B.
37979 RODINPITIR 72 AW 713771 1Y 3TIW 172 T2m ,373 N5 1373p0 YW NI R
7 IRLA ,D7PYTRT DX VPPN QYW DR TIRA KOK 19 11K 77271 ,0°V77 OV 0727017
YI9° 77% 092 7nY ,0o09-XT DR 0 72007 IR TN DR 2OX0Y,009R IR WINR
131 RIW 717 IR L0920 DO DR A1 AMRIW (7ARI I0OYOT 21amn 197 .13 0N
©IPH 25X /939 0170 DY VAR T MRIW 77N [17I0°YI7] 0¥PITON 137 .7 RXM
TR 7777 PRAW 232 D951 ovEmn DY qwIn X037 .19Dan TInn vI? DR AW AMRIW
YT 7% 0172 A9 HXIw2 7193 B OH CnwIp 07771932 07%n 7O1% .on1awIna
JDOR MKW 17 HW AWM PIN TWYN INIX WY ,71271% IR D°I%H XK 12 00N
JI3 TWH 9373 %17 %12 WY MRV DORVITD AT WA TAY M L0 213 DI PO
DIPYY .IN®5N SR 7KDY nwnb Rl ,own nwiTp By owsl 1unw M b waws
77%90 17 77 1D 127m3 1YY

The midos (traits) of the Holy One, blessed be He, are different than those of mortals.
When a province rebels against a mortal king, the king will proceed to annihilate [the
province,] without distinguishing between the innocent and guilty. The Holy One,
blessed be He, is different. He will only destroy the evil ones and will save the righteous.
The generation of Enosh sinned and he destroyed them, but He saved Chanoch, as it says
(Gen. 5:22), “And Chanoch walked with G-d.” Why? "In the day of trouble; He knows
those who trust in Him.” (See Nahum 1:7) The generation of the Flood angered Him and
He destroyed them, as it says (Gen 7:23), “And every living substance was destroyed.”
But He saved Noah, as it says (Gen. 6:8), “And Noah found grace in the eyes of the
L-rd.” Similarly, the people of Sodom angered Him and He destroyed them, as it says
(Gen. 19:24), “Then the L-rd rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire
...” But He saved Lot, as it says (Gen. 19:29), “And He sent Lot out of the midst of the
overthrow . . .” He brought darkness to the Egyptians, but to the children of Israel there
was light in their dwellings. When He smote the first born of Egypt, He [said (Num.
3:13),] “I consecrated to me all the firstborn in Israel.” Why? Because, “In the day of
trouble; He knows those who trust in Him.” (See Nahum 1:7) After they left Egypt, they
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came to the desert and they sinned [with the golden calf], with the exception of the tribe
of Levi, as it says (Exodus 32:26), “And all the Levites gathered themselves together to
him (Moshe).” Moshe then killed all of the sinners, as it says (Ibid. 32:28), “ And the
Levites did according to the word of Moses . . .” Regarding the tribe of Levi, who
sacrificed their lives to sanctify the Name [of Hashem,] it was said to Moshe and Aaron
(Num. 4:18), “Do not cut off the tribe of the families of Kahos from among the Levites.”
Y alkut Shimoni Bamidbar Chapter 4 Remez 695
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Rabbi Yehudah b. Simon said: Scripture does not state, “Let there be evening,” but
rather, “It was evening.” From here we see that time existed beforehand. Because of this,
Rabbi Abahu said: This teaches us that He created worlds and destroyed them until He
created these. He said, “I have pleasure with these and | didn’'t have pleasure with the
others.” R. Pinchas said that the basis of R. Abahu's statement is the verse, “And G-d
saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it was very good.” This pleases Me
whereas the others did not. M edrash Beraishis Rabbah Parshah 3 Piska 7
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“He has made everything beautiful in its right time” (Ecclesiastes 3:11) Rabbi Tanchum
said: The world was created in its proper time. It wasn’t fit to have been created
beforehand. Rather, it was created in its time, as it says (Ibid.), “He has made everything
beautiful initsright time” Rabbi Abahu said: From here we see that the Holy One created
worlds and destroyed them. Created worlds and destroyed them until He created these
and said, “This pleases Me whereas the others did not.” Medrash Koheles Rabbah
Parshah 3 Piska 14
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“And it was evening and it was morning” (Gen. 1:5) It is not written, “Let there be
evening,” but rather, “It was evening.” From here we see that time existed beforehand.
He created worlds and destroyed them. The destruction lasted for a period of a thousand
years, a Shemitta, and the state of construction lasted for six thousand years. This is the
meaning of, “| have pleasure with these and | didn’t have pleasure with the others.” Sefer
HaPeliah
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Thelast introduction [to the discourseg] is as follows: “ An inheritance gotten hastily in the
beginning will not be blessed in the end.” (Proverbs 20:21) This teaches us that the Holy
One, blessed be He, originally created worlds and destroyed them, trees and uprooted
them, because they were hasty and were jealous of each other. This is akin to ten trees
which were planted in a field in a straight row without any room between them. Every
tree desires to rule over the others and to draw all of the moisture of the ground to itself
and to dry out the others. So too was it with the [destroyed worlds]. “They will not be
blessed in the end.” (Ibid.) Thisis because the Holy One removed his light from them and
they remained in the dark in order to punish the evil. This is the meaning of, “They will
not be blessed in the end.” M esechta Atzilus
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“You sweep them away; they are like sleepers.” (Psalms 90:5) This refers to the nine
hundred and seventy four generations which were before the creation of the world and
were swept away in an instant because they were evil. Rabbi Y ochanon said, “Why is the
“bais’ of the word beraishis so large? Because [of its siz€] it is equivaent to have written
baises whose numerical value is four. The [full] numerical value of beraishis is nine
hundred and seventy four. How so? The numerical value of the letters “tov” “shin” and
“reish” equal nine hundred. The “aleph” can be interchanged with a “lamed” in the “a=|
b=m system. The “yud” can be exchanged with a “mem” in the “a=t b=sh system. The
“bais’ which is as large as two “baises’ is equal to four. All tolled there is nine hundred
and seventy four. After that period, G-d created heaven and earth. Manuscript of
Medrash Tehilim Mizmor 90, quoted in Torah Shelaimah to Beraishis, Note 3 in
Addendum
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And the earth was void and empty: Void of people and empty of livestock. And a spirit of
G-dly compassion swept over the face of the waters. Targum Yerushalmi to Genesis
1:2
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Whosoever speculates upon four things, it would have been more compassionate if he
had not come into the world etc. Granted as regards what is above, what is beneath, what
[will be] after, that is well. But as regards what was before - what happened, happened!
Both R. Yochanan and Resh Lakish say: It is like a human king who said to his servants:
Build for me a great palace upon the dunghill. They went and built it for him. It is not the
king's wish [thenceforth] to have the name of the dunghill mentioned. Chagigah 16a

VI.  TheFour Exiles and the Light of Moshiach
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For My people are foolish, they have not known Me; they are foolish children, and they
have no understanding; they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge.
| looked on the earth, and, behold, it was waste, and void; and the heavens, and they had
no light. I looked on the mountains, and, behold, they trembled, and all the hills moved to
and fro. | looked on, and, behold, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens had
fled. | looked on, and, behold, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all its cities were
broken down at the presence of the L-rd, and by His fierce anger. For thus has the L-rd
said, The whole land shall be desolate; yet | will not make a full end. Jeremiah 4:22-27
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Rabbi Chiya Rabbah said: At the very beginning of creation, the Holy One, blessed be
He, forsaw the Temple built, destroyed and rebuilt. “In the beginning G-d created” (Gen.
1:1) is aluding to the building of the Temple, just as it says (Isaiah 51:16), “. . . that |
may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say to Zion, You are My
people.” “And the earth was void and empty” (Gen. 1:2) is aluding to the destroyed
Temple. “And G-d said, ‘Let there be light'” is alluding to the rebuilt and enhanced
Temple of the future, just as it says (Isaiah 60:1), “Arise, shine; for your light has come,



Series X| 19 Lecture #1

and the glory of the L-rd has risen upon you.” And it iswritten (Ibid. 60:2), “ For, behold,
the darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the people; but the L-rd shall arise
upon you, and his glory shall be seen upon you.” M edrash Beraishis Rabbah 2:5
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Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish interpreted these verses as a reference to the exiles. “And the
land was formless’ (Gen. 1:2) is referring to the Babylonian exile, as it says (Jeremiah
4:23), “I looked on the earth, and, behold, it was formless.. . .” The words, “and empty -
vavahu” (lbid.) is a reference to the Median exile, as it says (Esther 6:14), “And they
hurried - vayavhilu - to bring Haman.” The words, “and darkness’ (Ibid.), refers to the
Greek exile, as the Greeks darkened the eyes of Isragl through their decrees, for they said
to them, “Write upon the horn of the ox that you don’t have a portion in the G-d of
Israel.” The words, “on the face of the deep waters’ (lbid.) refers to the exile of the evil
kingdom, which is not fathomable, just like the deep waters. Just like the deep waters
aren’'t fathomable, so too the evil. “And the spirit of G-d swept over” (Ibid.) is referring
to the spirit of the king, Moshiach, just asit says (Isaiah 11:2), “And the spirit of the L-rd
shall rest upon him . . .” With what merit will he come? [With the merit of,] “And the
spirit of G-d swept over the face of the waters’, which is the merit of repentance, which
is likened to water, as it says (Lam. 2:19), “. . . pour out your heart like water before the
faceof theL-rd...” Medrash Rabbah Parshah 2:4



