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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Inwhat sense are the Jewish people considered to be distinct and
separate from the nations on earth?

2.  What isthe source of the Jewish people’'s claim to the Land of Israel?

3. Citethreelawsthat the Rabbis legidated to ensure that the Jews
remain separate from the Gentiles.

4.  Under what circumstancesisit allowed to extinguish afire on Shabbos?

5.  How dothe Jewsjustify their belief and hope in the coming of Moshiach
with their loyalty to their host nations?

This and much more will be addressed in the first lecture of this series:
"A Nation in Exile: Jewish Life Beforethe Modern Era.”

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind as
you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
guestions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as well,
as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the honor and merit of
Dr. Gerald and Professor Gali Hillman and their Family
and to the memory of Professor André 297 qwx Neher 77y

and Professor Ben Tzion Netanyahu 1”y.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XVIII Lecture #1

A NATION IN EXILE:
JEWISH LIFE BEFORE THE MODERN ERA

l. The Jewish Nation
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Blessed are You Hashem, king of the universe, who has separated between the holy and the
mundane, between light and darkness, between Israel and the nations. Havdalah Service
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As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. Neither
shall your name any more be caled Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for a father of
many nations have | made you. And | will make you exceedingly fruitful, and | will make
nations of you, and kings shall come out of you. And | will establish My covenant between Me
and you and your seed after you in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a G-d to
you, and to your seed after you. And | will give to you, and to your seed after you, the land
where you are a stranger, al the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and | will be their
G-d. Genesis17:4-8
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And G-d appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Padan-Aram, and blessed him. And G-d
said to him, Your name is Jacob; your name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall
be your name; and He called his name Israel. And G-d said to him, | am G-d Al-mighty; be
fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of you, and kings shall come
from your loins; And the land which | gave Abraham and Isaac, to you | will giveit, and to your
seed after you will | give the land. Genesis 35:9-12
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And he said to his people, Behold, the people (o) of the children of Israel are more and mightier

than we; Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it may come to pass, that,
when there would be any war, they should join our enemies, and fight against us; and so get
them out of the land. Exodus 1:9-10

. The Chosen People
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And Moses went up to G-d, and the L-rd called to him from the mountain, saying, Thus shall you
say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel; You have seen what | did to the
Egyptians, and how | carried you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself. Now therefore, if
you will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own treasure
among all peoples; for all the earth is Mine; And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests, and a
holy nation. These are the words which you shall speak to the people of Israel. Exodus 19:3-6
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For you are a holy people to the L-rd your G-d; the L-rd your G-d has chosen you to be a special
people to Himself, above all peoples that are upon the face of the earth. The L-rd did not set His
love upon you, nor choose you, because you were more in number than any people; for you were
the fewest of all peoples, But because the L-rd loved you, and because He would keep the oath
which He had sworn to your fathers, has the L-rd brought you out with a mighty hand, and
redeemed you out of the house of daves, from the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt.
Deuteronomy 7:6-8
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Blessed are Y ou Hashem, king of the universe, who has chosen us from all the nations and has
given us His Torah. Blessed are Y ou Hashem, the giver of the Torah.
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1l A Nation Apart
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But | have said to you, You shall inherit their land, and | will give it to you to possessit, aland
that flows with milk and honey; 1 am the L-rd your G-d, who has separated you from the other
people. You shall therefore differentiate between clean beasts and unclean, and between unclean
birds and clean; and you shall not make your souls abominable by beast, or by bird, or by any
manner of living thing that creeps on the ground, which | have separated from you as unclean.
And you shall be holy to Me; for I, the L-rd, am holy, and have separated you from other people,
that you should be Mine. L eviticus 20:24-26
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Who has separated you from other people: If you remain separate [from the other nations]
then you will be Mine (i.e. protected). Otherwise, you will be under the domain of
Nebuchadnezzer and his associates. Rashi ibid.
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For from the top of the rocks | see him, and from the hills | behold him; lo, the people shall live
alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations. Numbers 23:9

V. The Survival of Isradl in Exile
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Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and you turn aside, and serve other
gods, and worship them; And then the L-rd’s anger be kindled against you, and He will close the
skies, that there should be no rain, and that the land yield not her fruit; and lest you perish
quickly from off the good land which the L-rd gives you. Deuteronomy 11:16-17
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Look from heaven and realize that we have become an object of scorn and derision amongst the
nations; we are regarded as sheep led to slaughter, to be killed, destroyed, beaten and humiliated.
But despite al of this, we have not forgotten Y our Name. We beg Y ou not to forget us. Tachnun
prayer that issaid every Monday and Thursday



Series XVIII 4 Lecture #1

C.
PRI TN OOV INMAAWN 21V YN IHI0T 1179V IR0 02 WP AR IPRY IV 0N
AMIRT ANIR 0PIV TAVAT NPIY TR 7UYw m 01 TINYNY AnAwna 99197 Wi KL
02Iv2 IPIR PRI DOAWTA QDPXR NINIANTI NINXAN I1DY 1YW 3m 9O MR 77D 7w 3930
11PYR 1PTRWAY 197N I15Y DMNPR WRI IRW MY 75 17X 197 0°27 72 3193 DT
NIMIRT 25 927019577 137K 137 9957 KD 03 11379% N7 .FIRIPT INADW IRIWT 21DM NWIWH
TpD1 XY 017 0N 11215 oW @377 JIXY .0D¥ 90 0720 SBA 0757 TAR NIAIRYIT NIMITRI
X2 ©1%p 0°751 127 Y37 AN22W FINAN NNR T3P NIX DX 13°N193 N137IX APIN 933 13n
D5 INWY FIRHR T 70 5101990 1713 7IY° 1) .09 R 1A77 70 02 uhw X2 .0%an pax o
11°092KRY W WYY NIRDDIT 0°071 Do 977 YHEKR 197 K NIXDDIA Y119ana Wl 1 LIPR
INTI1237 IDPN WY YTII ANV DI NARNI INT NIDAT JIRW 71 957 Y7K3T 127TM37 07¥M3
551 XY 713777 1N 0V KPDIT INIINIR LY 1119907 1IN PRIV IR 935 O°X°217 95 Dawa
MMTON DY WIS ARTPR P-K M2 2910 Y 2pY° AT ... LI%AR 03T Do

Who is so blind as not to see the connection between the lower [physical] world and the higher
[spiritual] world which supports and sustains [this world] [through] the constant supervision of
Divine Providence. How can a heretic not be embarrassed by the [fact] of Divine Providence.
[Any heretic] must stand in disgrace, after analyzing the uniqueness of our situation and our
specia place in the world, being “the exiled nation” and the “scattered flock of sheep”, [and
seeing] al of the difficulties and tragedies that we have lived through for some two thousand
years. No nation has been as pursued as we have. How great have been our difficulties, how
overwhelming were our enemies. From the very inception of our history, they have been bent
upon utterly destroying and eradicating us. This was due to the hatred that they had for us
because they were jealous of us. [Despite] our many enemies, they were never successful in
destroying or eliminating us. The memory of all of the mighty nations of antiquity has been
blotted out, without any hope of revival. But we, [the Jewish people,] who cling to Hashem, are
al still alive. Notwithstanding the long and difficult Galus (exile), we haven’t lost even a single
letter or vowel from the Written Law (Torah Shebiksav) and all of the words of our Sages have
been preserved in its entirety. The passage of time hasn’'t had any effect upon them. What can an
ingenious philosopher respond to this? Is this merely the result of happenstance? [I swear] by my
life that when | ponder these wonders, | deem them to be greater than all of the miracles
and wonders which Hashem did for our forefathersin Egypt, in the desert, and in Eretz
Yisrael (the Land of Israel). The longer this Galus (exile) lasts this miracle receives even
greater affirmation as does the might and power of Hashem. Even before it occurred, al of the
prophets had aready foreseen the depth [of this Galus] and bemoaned and complained about its
extraordinary length. Behold, without exception, all of the prophecy has been fulfilled. HaRav
HaGaon R. Yaakov Emdem, Preface to his commentary to the Siddur
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They have heard that | sigh; there is none to comfort me; all my enemies have heard of my

trouble; they are glad that You have done it; You will bring the day that You have announced,
and they shall be like me. Lamentations 1:21
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Y ou have caused them to hate me because Y ou have separated me from their foods, their drink,
and from marrying them. If | had been alowed to marry them, they would have had pity upon
me and their grandchildren. Rashi ibid.

E.
»1171°D732 W 71” 5y »]377 DWW 1IPWI 1ND by 1T ... $PMX% 927 AR XIX 72 RXOAX 279 90K
17 DAY ANR 927 09w 77°N12 Dy

R. Aha b. Adda said in R. Yitzchak’s name: . . . They decreed against their bread and oil on
account of their wine, and against their wine on account of their daughters, and decreed

regarding [secluding themselves with] their daughters on account of the unmentionable
(idolatry). Shabbos 17b
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We are commanded to distance ourselves four cubits from aroad leading to a place of idolatry.
Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah Chapter 150
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If an idolater makes a banquet in honor of the marriage of his son or daughter, it is forbidden for
a Jew to eat there, even if he is eating his own food and has his own personal servant to wait
upon him. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah Chapter 152
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The Derishah entertains the possibility that one might be alowed to do so (eat at the banquet) if
his absence would cause eivah (enmity). . . . | am amazed that such a great person [like the
author of the Derishah] could entertain such a possibility since this [prohibition] is based upon
an explicit verse[in the Torah]. . . . Behold the essence of the prohibition of eating [with them] is
to prevent us from having [excessive] love or friendship with them. How, then, can enmity be a
possible reason to suspend this prohibition? It is obvious to me that even the rabbinica
prohibition of not eating food that was cooked by a non-Jew, which was created in order to
prevent intimacy with them that might lead to marrying their daughters, would not be lifted in
order to prevent eivah (enmity). Turel Zahav (Taz) Yoreh Deah 152:1
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Our Rabbis have taught: We support the poor of the heathen along with the poor of Israel, and
visit the sick of the heathen along with the sick of Israel, and bury the poor of the heathen aong
with the dead of Israel, in the interests of peace. Gittin 61a
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Our Sages commanded us that for even an idolater we are required to visit their sick, bury their
dead, together with Jewish dead, support their poor together with Jewish poor, because of the
interests of peace. Behold it is stated (Psalms 145:9), “The L-rd is good to all; and His mercies
areover al Hisworks.” And it is stated (Proverbs 3:17), “Her (i.e. the Torah’'s) ways are ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. Rambam, Hilchos M elachim Chapter 10:12

V. The Christian View of Jewish Suffering

A. They [the Jews] are the only surviving religion from the past which persists in its
frequent conventicles without accepting the name of Christian. Augustine, L etter 118

B. So it was appointed that they [the Jewish people] should not be destroyed in such a way
that their sect should be atogether annulled; but it was scattered over the lands of the earth as
carrying the prophecies of grace conferred on us. Augustine, On Faith in Things Not Seen

C. No one should forbid Jews from practicing Judaism, athough Christian teaching would
not compel them to do so. Augustine, Letter 82 (to St. Jerome)

D. But the Jews who killed him and refused to believe in him, to believe that he had to die
and rise again, suffered a more wretched devastation at the hands of the Romans, and were
utterly uprooted from their kingdom, where they had already been under the dominion of
foreigners. They were dispersed all over the world - for indeed there is no part of the earth where
they are not to be found - and thus, by evidence of their own Scriptures, they bear witness for us
that we have not fabricated the prophecies about C--. In fact, very many of the Jews, thinking
over those prophecies both before his passion and more particularly after his resurrection, have
come to believe in him. About them this prediction was made, "Even if the number of the sons of
Israel be like the sand of the seg, it is only a remnant that will be saved.” (Isaiah 10:22) But the
rest of them were blinded; and of them it was predicted, "Let their own table prove a snare in
their presence, and a retribution and a stumbling block. Let their eyes be darkened, so that they
may not see. Bend down their backs always." (Psalm 69:23-24) It follows that when Jews do not
believe in our Scriptures, their own Scriptures are fulfilled in them, while they read with blind
eyes. Unless, perhaps, someone is going to say that the Christians fabricated the prophecies of
C-- which are published under the name of Sybil, or any prophecies that there may be which are
ascribed to others, which have no connection with the Jewish people. As for us, we find those
prophecies sufficient which are produced from the books of our opponents; for we recognize that
it isin order to give this testimony, which, in spite of themselves, they supply for our benefit by
their possession and preservation of those books, that they themselves are dispersed among all
nations, in whatever direction the Christian Church spreads.

In fact, there is a prophecy given before the event on this very point in the book of Psalms, which
they aso read. It comes in this passage (Psalms 59:12), "As for my G-d, His mercy will go
before me; my G-d has shown me this in the case of my enemies. Do not slay them, lest at some
time they forget Your Law," . . . adding, "Scatter them.” For if they lived with that testimony of
the Scriptures only in their own land, and not everywhere, they would not be available among all
nations as witnesses to the prophecies which were given beforehand concerning C--.
Augustine, City of G-d XVIII 46:827-28
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VI. Anti Jewish Bias and Hatred
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A. Question: Someone, who was terminally ill, commanded [his heirs] that a certain sum of his
estate should be distributed for the redemption of captives. Presently, in the year 1713, thereis a
widespread plague that is affecting many Jews who now find themselves in aterribly distressful
situation. Isis permitted to give them these funds or is such a distribution considered a change of
the origina designation? Response: . . . [After a lengthy analysis of the pertinent Tamudic
texts,] we clearly see that the conditions of captivity are worse than even the conditions of a
plague. Nevertheless, it seems to me that this distinction only applied to previous times when
G-d's hand was evident in the world and [the non-Jews] had not in any way separated from Israel
and they would bestow kindness towards them in their time of distress. Now, however, due to
our great sins, the [pressure of the] yoke of the exile has increased as well as the calumnies
invented by our enemies who libeled us by saying that the plague came about through the Jews.
During the plague of 1713, throughout the majority of Jewish communities, the [non-Jews]
would lock up the Jewish street so that no one was permitted to leave or come in. Through great
intercession did they allow them to bring in food that they needed. In several places the [Jews]
were forced to hide themselves in the forests and caves. Jews who found themselves on the road
or in the field were open game to be killed [by the local populace]. Fortunate is he who didn’t
witness them in such pain and desperation. There is no greater state of captivity than this, for it
is far worse than any form of captivity as it contains all of the horrors that exist in captivity.
Therefore, it goes without saying that this is a mitzvah that is actually a form of redeeming
captives, and perhaps even greater than [redeeming captives]. This is not considered changing
the original designation [of the charity], for there is no greater emergency than this. Teshuvos
Shevus Yaakov 2:84
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In a situation where we are living amongst non-Jews and there is apossibility of aloss of life, [if
we would not extinguish afire on Shabbos,] the earlier and latter authorities, of blessed memory,
wrote that one is alowed to extinguish a fire on Shabbos, for a possible loss of life may result.
He who is expeditious is praiseworthy. Nonetheless, everything is dependent on the
circumstances; for if they would be assured that there wouldn’'t be any danger involved, it is
forbidden to extinguish the fire. But if there would be any hint of danger, it is alowed to
extinguish thefire, even if it is burning in the house of the non-Jew. Thisis the common practice.
Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 334:26 Glosses of the Ramo
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Question: Regarding that which some of the evildoers of this generation, irreligious and
unscrupulous people, who, when having their legal cases adjudicated by a local (non-Jewish)
court give a moderate or [often] immoderate sum to the judge as a bribe. In their eyes, this thing
has lost any taint of impropriety. It has gone so far that they even boast of their activities. It
would seem that it is forbidden as [the one who offers abribe] isin violation of the prohibition of
lifnei eever 1o sitain michshol - One is not allowed to present a stumbling block before the blind
(Leviticus 19:14), as non-Jews are commanded to uphold the law (dinim). Even though our
teachers disagree as to the exact guidelines of this prohibition, they all agree that if the judge
distorts his decision [due to a bribe] heisin violation of this prohibition (dinim). Consequently,
he who gives the bribe is in violation of the prohibition of presenting a stumbling block before
the blind, (lifnel eever lo sitain michshol) similar to the prohibition of presenting them with a
limb that was severed from a live animal [of which they are forbidden]. (See Avodah Zara 6b)
Response: This very question was presented by the great Duke [Karl Ludwig of Pfalz (the
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Palatinate)] in a different form to my brother-in-law R. Itzik, the Av Bais Din and Reish Mesivta
of Mannheim and the state of Pfalz (the Palatinate). He had previously been Av Bais Din and
Reish Mesivta of Homelburg. When there was a genera expulsion of the Jews in the year 1671,
he came to Worms and was accepted as the Av Bais Din of the state of Pfalz. The Duke (Elector),
Karl Ludwig, of blessed memory, who was very learned, from time to time would have a
conversation with my brother-in-law on intellectual matters. On one occasion the Duke told him,
“1 have a complaint regarding the spiritual state of the householders of your domain and your
responsibility to rebuke them and admonish them for being so contentious that they are
constantly to be found within my judicial chambers. Not only are they perverse and sinful but
they cause the judges of my domain to become sinful, perverse, and corrupt by giving them
bribes. This goes against the dictates of every religion and most certainly against your Torah. |
know of no justification for this behavior. | can only say that it is done clandestinely and is only
known to those who are privy to such secrets. | know, however, that this is true and it must be
known to you as it is known to me and you have a responsibility to remedy the situation.” My
brother-in-law replied thus: . . . Behold it is known that there is no greater hatred than religious
based hatred, [In addition,] it is only natural and common custom that members of a common
religion should be friends and brethren. This is due to their commonality of thought, customs and
religion. [Consequently,] when a Jew and a non-Jew come before the judge it is inevitable that
the judge should favor the non-Jew and suspect the Jew that he is lying and all of his arguments
are full of deceit. Therefore the Jew, who has a court case with someone of a different religion,
naturaly feels that his adversary has an [unfair] advantage due to the favoritism shown [by a
judge] to his coreligionist. Consequently, he reasons that in order to right the scales of justice so
that the judge would now become impartial and judge fairly, he must bribe the judge. This is
done not to pervert the judgement but on the contrary to insure a correct impartial judgement,
preventing a perverse decision from being rendered. Now, G-d forbid that this argument is
sufficient to justify the one who gives the bribe, in effect saying that he acted correctly. Thisis
only saying that thisis the rationalization used by the evil inclination to entice the one who gives
the bribe. . . . Teshuvos Chavos Yair 136

VIl. TheBedlief in Moshiach
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And it shall come to pass, when all these things have come upon you, the blessing and the curse,
which | have set before you, and you shall call them to mind among all the nations, where the
L-rd your G-d has driven you. And shall return to the L-rd your G-d, and shall obey His voice
according to al that | command you this day, you and your children, with all your heart, and
with al your soul; that then the L-rd your G-d will turn your captivity, and have compassion
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upon you, and will return and gather you from all the nations, where the L-rd your G-d has
scattered you. If your outcasts have been driven out to the farthest parts of heaven, from there
will the L-rd your G-d gather you, and from there will he fetch you; And the L-rd your G-d will
bring you into the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will do
you good, and multiply you above your fathers. And the L-rd your G-d will circumcise your
heart, and the heart of your seed, to love the L-rd your G-d with all your heart, and with al your
soul, that you may live. And the L-rd your G-d will put all these curses upon your enemies, and
on those who hate you, who persecuted you. And you shall return and obey the voice of the L-rd,
and do all his commandments which | command you this day. And the L-rd your G-d will make
you abundantly prosperous in every work of your hand, in the fruit of your body, and in the fruit
of your cattle, and in the fruit of your land, for good; for the L-rd will again rejoice over you for
good, as He rejoiced over your fathers; If you shall listen to the voice of the L-rd your G-d, to
keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in this book of the Torah, and if you
turn to the L-rd your G-d with al your heart, and with all your soul. Deuter onomy 30:1-10
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The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until shall come
Shiloh; and unto him shall the gathering of the peoples be. Genesis 49:10
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| shall see him, but not now; | shall behold him, but not nigh; there shall come a star out of
Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all
the children of Seth. Numbers24:17

VIII. TheTraditiona View of our Exile
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It is clear that the tax that we pay (the Jew tax) is [the fee that we pay] for dwelling in their
lands, similar to the fee one pays for renting a home. It would be appropriate, then, that the fee
be apportioned equally according to number of souls [who live in a particular area]. Since,
however, they also allow us to make a living and become involved in business, it is therefore
also appropriate to tax them in accordance with their wealth. Thisis not similar to that which the
Ramo wrote that the whole purpose of their decrees [is a pretense] to take our money [and is
therefore apportioned according to our ability to pay]. That applies to other decrees for which
they have neither benefit nor injury and their sole purpose is to aggravate the Jews. In those
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cases, their sole intention is to take our money. Living in their land, however, which is a genera
tax, isaform of rent money. It makes no difference if oneis renting a home or renting aplacein
a country. It is the fee for dwelling in their land, for they tolerate us to live amongst them. Rav
Y echezkel Landau, Teshuvos Noda Biyhudah | Choshen Mishpat 22

B.

*1°Y3 70127 1% JINIR TNI 317D [RTRI T TTON 23917 ,]27INT NHARPAN 022AWS IR 737

17 17n ank abwh *van oby Hoonnhy omibw wi1TH 2°2%m JIR TWR DWW NIRRT 200

772 R 73’7 DRM 27 0IOW *D PHO PRI TIW DUDOR 13T 13193 WK NI9IT3 NI 71330 NN

M P77 1PNIAR DIIORY 2IWH DY 75X1 OX YA PR DRT D32 .20 [wIvw onk N1 Hmvs

1°09932 129973 WX 2307 P2 DY W . .. 7IRY DA 250 7070 119 T 200 WX RITT 2900
Y TVAY “NPMan P27 7PR” DT 910 TWR 1 37N . . . T DAN Q%A N1°a

Behold, since the war that led to the destruction [of the Temple and the land of Israel,] we arein
asimilar state to that of prisoners of war. Due to G-d's immense kindness and charity, He made
us find grace in the eyes of the kings and nobility of the nations, for whom we are required to
seek their welfare and pray on their behalf. G-d forbid may we repay their great goodness, which
they have bestowed upon us these thousands of years, with objectionable behavior. There is no
doubt that G-d will reward them greatly, for G-d rewards goodness with goodly reward.
Nevertheless, there is nothing wrong if we look forward and hope to return to the land which our
forefathers possessed. The good which G-d will grant to us will also be a source of goodness to
the nations of the world, . . . areward for al of the good which they have bestowed upon us in
our exile while we were in their land under their domain. Rav Moshe Sofer, Kuntras Eleh
Divrel HaBris



