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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Why waslsragl particularly susceptible to pagan influence?

2. Inthe eraof the Prophets, what was the percentage of Jews
who were actually pagans?

3. Why did Y erovam introduce the cult of the Golden Calvesin
his kingdom?

4.  What isthe Sambatyon and where isitslocation?
5.  What isthe status of the Beta Israel community of Ethiopia?

This and much more will be addressed in the first |ecture of this
series. "Jewry in Exile".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series| Lecture #1
JEWRY IN EXILE
l. Land of Israel
A. Strategic Location
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A people. . . that dwell on the mid-point of the earth. Ezekiel 38: 12
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Theland of Israel was placed in the middle of the world. Midrash Tanchumah
Parshas K edoshim.

B. Land of Plenty
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A land goodly and large . . . flowing with milk and honey. Exodus 3:8
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A land which...lacks nothing. Deuteronomy 8:9
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... the splendor of all lands. Ezekiel 20:6
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They shall call nations unto the mountain; there they shall offer sacrifices of
righteousness: for they shall suck of the abundance of the seas, and of treasures hid in
the sand. Deuteronomy 33:19

C. Colonization of Palestine by the World Powers.
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. Sinsof Idolatry

A.
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And the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and
Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jesbusites: And they took their daughters to be their wives,
and gave their daughtersto their sons, and served their gods. And the children of Israel
did evil in the sight of the Lord, and forgot the Lord their G-d, and served Baalim and the
groves. Judges 3:5-7
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And it came to pass ( the exile ) because the children of Israel sinned ... and they went in
the statutes of the nations. . . and they built atars on high placesin all their cities. . . and
erected pillars and groves.. . . and went after the ways of the nations around them.
Kingsll 17:7-15

[1. Standards of Accountability
A. Example of Achan
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Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which | commanded
them; for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and
dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff. Therefore the children
of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before their
enemies, because they were accursed; neither will | be with you any more, except ye
destroy the accursed from among you. And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed |
have sinned against Hashem, G-d of Israel, and thus and thus have | done.

Joshuah 7:11, 12, 20
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B. Example of Shabbos
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And it came to pass, that there went out some of the people on the seventh day for to
gather, and they found none. And G-d said to Moshe, How long refuse ye to keep my
commandments and my laws? See, for that Hashem hath given you the Sabbath,
therefore He giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days; abide ye every manin his
place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day. And the people rested on the
seventh day. Exodus 16:27-30
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And while the children of Isragl were in the wilderness, they found a man that gathered
sticks upon the sabbath day. And they that found him gathering sticks brought him unto
Moses and Aaron, and unto all the congregation. And they put him in ward because it
was not declared what should be done to him. And the Lord said to Moses, the man shall
be surely put to death. All the congregation shall stone him with stones without the
camp. And all the congregation brought him without the camp, and stoned him with
stones, and he died; as the Lord commanded Moses. Number s 15:32-36
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Wherefore | caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the
wilderness. And | gave them my statutes, and shewed them my judgments, which if a
man do, he shal even live in them. Moreover aso | gave them my Sabbaths, to be asign
between me and them, that they might know that | am the Lord that sanctifies them. But
the house of Isragl rebelled against mein the wilderness: they walked not in my statutes,
and they despised my judgments, which if aman do, he shall even livein them; and my
sabbaths they greatly violated; then | said, | would pour out my fury upon them in the
wilderness, to consume them. But | wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be
profaned before the nations, in whose sight | brought them out. Ezekial 20:10-14
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C. Example of Intermarriage
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And Ezrathe priest stood up, and said unto them, Y e have transgressed, and have taken
strange wives, to increase the trespass of Israel. Now therefore make confession unto the
Lord, the G-d of your fathers, and do his pleasure: and separate yourselves from the
peoples of the land, and from the strange wives. Then all the congregation answered and
said with aloud voice, Asthou hast said, so must wedo. Ezra 10:10-12

2) Thetotal of all those intermarried was 114. Ezra 10:17-44
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The whole congregation together was forty and two thousand three hundred and sixty.
Ezra 10:64

D. Example of Idolatry in the reign of Achav
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And in the thirty and eighth year of Asaking of Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to
reign over Israel; and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Isragl in Samariatwenty and
two years. And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were
before him. And it cameto pass, asif it had been alight thing for him to walk in the sins
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king
of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him. And he reared up an
altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. And Ahab made a
grove; and Ahab did more to provoke the Lord G-d of Israel to anger than all the kings of
Isragl that were before him. Kings| 16:29-33
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For it was s0, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah took an
hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.
Kings| 18:4
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Y et | have left me seven thousand in Isragl, al the knees which have not bowed unto
Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him. Kings| 19:18
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Ahaziathe son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of
Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned two years over Israel. And he did evil in the sight
of the Lord, and walked in the way of hisfather, and in the way of his mother, and in the
way Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin: For he served Baal, and
worshipped him, and provoked to anger the Lord G-d of Israel, according to all that his
father had done. Kings| 22:52-54
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Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria the eighteenth year
of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned twelve years. And he wrought evil in the
sight of the Lord; but not like his father, and like his mother: for he put away the image
of Baal that his father had made. Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom. Kingsll 3:1-3
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And Y ehu gathered al the people together, and said unto them, Ahab served Baal alittle;
but Y ehu shall serve him much. Now therefore call unto me al the prophets of Baal, all
his servants and all his priests; let none be wanting ... and they came into the house of
Baal; and from one end to another. Kings Il 10:18

V. Exile of the Ten Tribes
A. Centrality of the Bais Hamikdash
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Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy burnt offeringsin every place that thou seest.
But in the place which the Lord shall choose in one of thy tribes, there thou shalt offer

thy burnt offerings, and there thou shalt do all that | command thee. Deutronomy

12:13,14
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And the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and
set up the tabernacle of the congregation there. And the land was subdued before them.
Joshua 18:1
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And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Isragl
were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon'sreign over Isragl, in
the month Ziv, which isthe second month, that he began to build the house of the Lord.
Kingsl 6:1

B. Y erovom's Plan
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And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet
Ahiyah the Shilonite found him in the way ... for thus saith the Lord, the G-d of Israel,
Behold, | will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to
thee. Kings| 11:29-31
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And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David: If
this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the
heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and
they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. Whereupon the king took
counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It istoo much for you to go
up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of
Egypt. And he set the one in Beth-€l, and the other put hein Dan. Kings| 12:26-29
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C. Exile
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In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Teglath-pileser king of Assyria, and took Ijon,
and Abel-beth maachah, and Janoah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all
the land of Naphtali, and carried them captive to Assyria. Kings |l 15:29
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And the G-d of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of
Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria, and he carried them away, even the Reubenites, and the
Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, and brought them unto Halah, and Habor, and
Hara, and to the river Gozan unto thisday. Chronicles| 5:26
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And Hezekia sent to al Isragl and Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim and
Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, to keep the
Passover unto the Lord G-d of Isragl.....So the posts passed from city to city through the
country of Ephraim and Manasseh even unto Zebulun: but they laughed them to scorn,
and mocked them. Nevertheless some men of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun
humbled themselves, and came to Jerusalem. Chronicles|| 30:1-11
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In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyriatook Samaria, and carried Israel away
into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the
cities of the Medes. Kingsll 17:1



Series| 9 Lecture #1

D. Guilt of Hoshea
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Why was Hoshea singled out that the ten tribes were exiled in his reign? Up until now
idolatry was connected with an individual (king) and it was difficult to condemn the
community because of the sin (of coercion) done by the individual. But when Hoshea
came and took away the border guards and said "anyone who wants to go up to
Jerusalem to the Bais Hamikdash is allowed" but failed to say "all must go to Jerusalem.”
Scripturerefersto him " and he (Hoshea) did evil in the eyes of G-d, however not to the
extent of the other kings of Israel.” It was he that Shalmanessar attacked because he
lifted the guilt (lit. chains) from himself and put it on the community.  Yalkut Shimoni
Kingsll 17

V. Fate of the Exiles
A. Evidence of Intermarriage
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Rav Y ehuda said in the name of Rav Asi "In thisday and age, if anon Jew (living in one
of the areas of the exile of the ten tribes), marries a Jew we are concerned that it may be
valid because of the possibility that the non Jew may be in truth a descendent of the Ten
Tribes...Shmuel argued that the woman taken captive by the Assyrians did not bear
children with them. Y evomos 16b-17a See also Kidushin 72a
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B. Evidence of Unification
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And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the strangers with them out of Ephraim
and Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for they fell to him out of Israel in abundance, when
they saw that the Lord his G-d was with him. Chronicles11 15:9
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Rabbi Nhora said in the name of Rabbi Y ehoshua, behold it says "as a shepherd saves
from the mouth of the lion two legs or a piece of the ear" (Amos 3:12) thisrefersto the
Ten Tribes that sought support with Hezekia and were saved with them. "The corner of
the bed" (ibid) refers to the fact that only one in eight were saved. Yalkut Shimoni 236
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Jeremiah returned (some of the) The Ten Tribes and Josiah ruled over them. Talmud
Bavli (Megilah 14b)

C. Evidence of Isolation
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Rabbi Y ehuda the son of Rabbi Simon said " The Ten Tribes were exiled in adifferent
areathan the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. The Ten Tribes were exiled beyond the
Sambation River. The tribes of Judah and Benjamin are scattered in all the lands."
Midrash Rabba 73:6
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Rabbi Berachia in the name of Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachman said "Isragl was exiled to
three places. one area beyond the River Sambation, one area outside the Sambatyon but
completely covered with clouds and another on the side of Antioch." Midrash Eicha
Rabba 2:9. See also Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin 10:5
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Thetribes of Judah and Benjamin will go to the Ten Tribes exiled beyond the Sambation
River and bring them back. Yalkut Shimoni 1:16
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From you (Moshe) great numbers of tzaddidim shall come forth....at the time they will be

led in exileto Bavel. | will remove them and place them within the boundaries of the

Sambation River. Targum Yonason Exodus 34:10
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The Gozen River (Kings |l 17:26) isrefered to by the Sages as "Sambation”. Ramban's
Commentary - Deuter onomy 32:26

6) Eldad HaDani

7) The modern search for the Ten Tribes.
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TIMELINE*
DATE EVENT
2000 (1760 BCE) ABRAHAM'S EXODUS FROM UR
KASDIM
2448 (1312 BCE) EXODUS FROM EGYPT
2928 (832 BCE) BUILDING OF BAISHAMIKDASH
3205 (555 BCE) EXILE OF THE TEN TRIBES
3327 (433 BCE) EXILE OF JEHOIAKIM
3338 (422 BCE) DESTRUCTION OF BAIS
HAMIKDASH

* All dates are based on the traditional Jewish dating system of the Seder Olam.
Alternate dating systems are discussed in subsequent lectures.



