7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. How many distinct living languages are there?
2. What language or languages did Adam speak?
3. What isthe derivation of Adam’s name?

4.  What language or languages did the builders of the Tower of Babel
originally speak?

5.  "Aleph" isthefirst letter of the Hebrew alphabet. What does it
mean?

This and much more will be addressed in the first lecture of this series:
" Babel: Hebrew and the Evolution of Human Language" .

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

This lecture is dedicated to the memory of and Li-ilui Nishmos
Mr. Robert Weinbaum, Mr. Ronald Israel, Mr. Reuven M oskowitz,
Mr. Seymour Weissman, and Mr. and Mrs. Max and Mary
Bednar sh of blessed memory
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BABEL: HEBREW AND THE EVOLUTION OF HUMAN LANGUAGE

l. The Origin of Language
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And the L-rd G-d formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became aliving soul. Genesis 2:7
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And the L-rd G-d formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became an articulate spirit. Genesis 2:7
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[Onkelos explanation] is based upon the interpretation of those commentators who
explain that the word, “chaya’ is to be understood similar to the word “chava’ which
means saying or speaking. Sefer Torah Shelaimah 2:161

. Language and the Wisdom of Man
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Rabbi Acha said: When the Holy One, blessed be He, created Adam, He first sought
counsel from the ministering angels. He said to them, “Let us make man (Adam).” They
replied, “What is the nature of man?’ He responded, “His wisdom is greater than yours.”
He brought before them the animals, the wildlife, and the birds. He asked them, “What is
itsname?’ They didn’t know. He then passed them before Adam. He asked him, “What is
its name?’ He replied, “This is an ox (shor). This is a donkey (chamor). Thisis a horse
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(s00s). Thisis a camel (gamel).” “And what is your name?’ He replied, “It is fitting for
meto be called Adam for | was created from the earth (adama). “And what is My name?’
“It is fitting for You to be caled Adon-ai, for you are the master (adon) of al of Your
creations.” Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 17:4
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... The Holy One, blessed be He, passed before Adam all of the creatures that He had
created. . . . Midrash Tanchuma Par shas Shemini Chapter 8
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And Adam gave names. .. (Genesis 2:20) ... Thisteaches us that man gave names to
al the domesticated animals, wildlife, birds, fish, reptiles, mosquitoes, fleas [or lice],
wasps, flies, lands, ores of gold and silver, copper, iron, and lead, and all of the creatures
inthe world. Midrash Chasser V’'Yesser quoted in Torah Shelaimah Gen. 2:265
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Rabbi Berechiah said: Adam gave names to all that Heaven and Earth produced . . .
Midrash HaNelam Par shas Beraishis
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It seemsto me that the explanation of this Midrash is that Adam, through his wisdom and
intelligence, understood the nature of every domesticated and wild animal and called
each of them by a name that captured their outstanding nature and character. The letters
that he combined to make their names represent their nature and character. For
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example, he recognized that the lion (aryeh) is very mighty and is the king of beasts. This
is so pronounced that the prophet Hoshea used the lion as a metaphor for Hashem
Himself, as it says (Hosea 11:10), “They shall walk after the L-rd; He shall roar like a
lion. When He shall roar, then the children shall come trembling from the west.” [Adam]
gave the lion the name aryeh because it contains the letters aleph, hai, and yud which are
the letters used by Hashem Himself and the reish which stands for ruach - spirit. As a
result, the name aryeh captures its essence. . . . Similarly, regarding the name chamor for
donkey [is an example of how Adam] recognized, through his wisdom, that [the donkey]
is a dumb and stupid animal and it, more than any other animal, is controlled by its
desires. For this reason he called it chamor similar to the word chomer which means clay
or mortar, [an unformed and base material]. In addition, adonkey normally carries alarge
load of grain. [The word chamor, then] is similar to the word chomer [which refersto a
large measure (30 seah) of grain.] Similarly regarding the horse, Adam recognized
through his wisdom that the horse is swift and is happy to participate in the battles of
war. He therefore called it soos related to the word seesa (joy), the samech of soos being
asubstitute for the sin of seesa. Asit iswritten (Job 39:25), “When the shofar sounds [the
horse] says, Ha, ha; and he smells the battle from far away, the thunder of the captains,
and the shouting.” Similarly, did Adam give names for everything. Commentary of
Rabbainu Bachyato Genesis2:19
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In the beginning G-d created the heaven and the earth (Genesis 1:1) [Why isit called
earth (eretz)?] Because everyone is running towards it, as it says (Ecclesiastes 3:20), “. .
. al are from the dust, and all return back to the dust again.” Pesikta Zutrasi Beraishis
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Why is it called earth? Because it is running to fulfill its Master's will. Midrash
BeraishisRabbah 5:8

. The Original Language[s] of Man
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And Adam said, Thisis now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
Woman (Eesha), because she was taken out of Man (Eesh). Genesis 2:23
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From here we can deduce that the Torah was given in the Holy Tongue (Hebrew). Rabbi
Pinchas and Rabbi Chilkiah in the name of Rabbi Simon said that just as the Torah was
given in the Holy Tongue, so too was the world created in the Holy Tongue. [In Greek, a
male is caled “anthropi” and a woman is called “ginia’. In Aramaic, a male is called
“gavra’ and a woman is called “itsa’.] Have you ever heard that a man [in Greek] be
called “gini” and a woman “ginid’ or that a man be called “anthropi” and a woman
“anthropia’? Or that [in Aramaic] a man be called “gavra’ and a woman “giverta’? This
is unique to “eesh” and “eesha’ [man and woman in Hebrew] as [in that language] the
names are paired. Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 18:4
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Rav Yehudah said in Rav's name: The first man spoke Aramaic, for it is written (Psalms
139:17, quoting Adam), “How weighty are Your thoughts (both Aramaic expressions)
unto me, G-d.” Sanhedrin 38b

D.

MR WY DYAW YTV 0PI 7772 1D XDW PIWRIT OIR M 773pn VR

XD IR INRI NIDW XOX XD 2°N3 PR 7m727 25% ow nInvw ok X9p (2 nPwRI2)

D°YaWw3 7707 wADn 20N 028N HRIW? IRYOW 71w 0°Y2IN 102 DIX 07937 WOR

YITR .0°7377 PR AR IR 0137 WOR KD KW FD7 DRI 7707 DR IR PWH
2 P1D ©727 RPN

The Holy One, blessed be He, said [to Moshe], “How did Adam HaRishon, who was not
taught by any creature, know the seventy languages, as it says (Genesis 2:20), ‘And he
gave names to every animal.’ It is written “names’ [rather than “name”, which implies
that he gave the animals multiple names]. And you [Moshe] say that, ‘1 am not a man of
words ? (Exodus 4:10)” At the end of forty years after Israel left EQypt, [Moshe] began
explaining the Torah in seventy languages, [as it says,] “He explained (bai-air) the Torah
[in seventy languages as suggested by the word bai-air similar to its use in Deutronomy
27:8].” The mouth that said, “1 am not aman of words,” [now] said, “ These are the words
..." (Deut. 1:1). Midrash Tanchuma Devarim Chapter 2

IV.  The Seventy Languages
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The sons of Japheth; . . . By these [descendants of Japheth] were the islands of the

nations divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their
nations. Genesis 10:2,5
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These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their tongues, in their countries,
and in their nations. 1bid. 10:20



Series XIII 5 Lecture #1

NP2 oW :0i7°937 DNX¥IX2 DNIWHY DnnpwRb ow—"12 PN (3

These are the sons of Shem, after their families, after their tongues, in their lands, after
their nations. 1bid. 10:31
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These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations; and by
these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood. 1bid. 10:32
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And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. Genesis 11:1
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Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Yochanon disagreed [as to the correct interpretation of this
verse]. One said that the people spoke in seventy languages [and yet understood each
other]. The other said that they spoke in the language of the Only One of the world, in the
Holy Tongue. Talmud Yerushalmi 1:9
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Come, let us go down, and there confuse their language, that they may not
under stand one another’s speech. (Genesis 11:7) He confused their speech so that no
one understood the speech of their colleagues, for the first language which they spoke
was the Holy Language, the language with which the world was created. The Holy
One, blessed be He, said, “ Through the evil inclination My creatures became divided into
seventy languages. In the World to Come, however, they will all be united, shouldering
[the yoke of Heaven] together to call My Name and serve Me, as it says (Tzephania 3:9),
“For then | will convert the peoples to a clear language, that they may al call upon the
name of the L-rd, to serve Him with one accord.” Midrash Tanchuma Beraishis 19
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And G-d said to the seventy angels who stood before Him, “Y ou go down and confuse
their language so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” Targum Y onason
ben Uziel to Beraishis11:7
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V. Reconstructing the Original Hebrew Language
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Ben Azzai said, “Read not ‘hadar’, but ‘hudor’ for in Greek water is caled hudor.
Sukkah 35a
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R. Yochanan said in R. Eleazar's name: The Holy One, blessed be He, has nothing elsein
His world but the fear of Heaven aone, for it is said (Deuteronomy 10:12), “And now,
Israel, what does the L-rd your G-d require of you but to fear the L-rd your G-d,” and it is
written (Job 28:28), “And unto man He said, Behold [hen], the fear of the L-rd, that is
wisdom,” and in Greek oneishen. Shabbos 31a
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R. Akiba maintains that there is no need of that interpretation, for the word totafoth itself
implies four, [it being composed of] tot which means two in Katpi (Coptic) and foth
which means two in Afriki. Sanhedrin 4b
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What proof is there that the word “yovel” here (Joshuah 6:5) means ram? As it has been
taught: R. Akiva said: When | went to Arabia, they used to call aram “yovla’. R. Akiva
further said: When | went to Gallia, they used to call a niddah ‘gamudah’. What is the
derivation of the word galmudah? [As much as to say], gemulah da [this one is isolated]
from her husband. R. Akivafurther said: When | went to Africa (or Phrygia), they used to
call amaah (asixth of the dinar) “kesitah.” What is the practical importance of this? For
explaining [the Scriptural expression] a hundred kesitah; (Gen. 33:19) it means, a
hundred danki (a small coin the equivalent of a sixth of adinar).

Rabbi said: When | went to the sea-ports, they called mekhirah [selling] “kirah”. What is
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the practical importance of this? To explain [the Scriptural expression] ‘asher karithi’.
(Gen. 50:5) R. Shimon b. Lakish said: When | went to the district of Ken Nishraya (south
of Aleppo), they used to call a bride “ninfe” and a rooster “sekhvi”. - A bride ‘ninfe
where do we find thisin Scripture? ‘Y efeh nof’, the joy of the whole earth. (Psalms 48:3)
— A rooster sekhvi: Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav, or, if you prefer, of R.

Y ehoshua b. Levi: Where do we find this in the Scripture? Who has put wisdom in the
tukhoth, (inner parts of the body) or who has given understanding to the sekhvi? (Job
38:36) — Who hath put wisdom in the tukhoth — thisis referring to the kidneys — or who

has given understanding to the sekhvi— thisisthe rooster. Rosh Hashana 26a
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Perhaps, since the [Hebrew] language, during the Mishnaic period, was aliving language,
there were other accepted words [in the language] which are not found in Scripture.
Commentary of Rav Shmuel Shtrashon to Nedarim 2a

VI.  ThelndoEuropean and Semitic Link

A.

7R - earth (English), aarde (German), terra (Latin)
1125 - luna (Latin), lune (Greek)

53 - hill (English), huegel (German), collis (Latin)

B.
5ma - coal (English), kohle (German), gual (Irish)
7°0D - sapphire (English)

C.

»p - fruit (English), fructus (Latin), frucht (German)

77 - wine (English), vinum (Latin)

7°¥71 - kernel, corn, grain (English), korn (German), granum (Latin)
3 - cane (English), canna (Latin), kanna (Greek)

D.

W - 790 (Aramaic), taurus (Latin), tauro (Greek)

wa> - ovis(Latin), sceap (Old English), sheep, (English)

72 - goat, kid, (English), x> (Aramaic), ghaido (Indo-European)
53y - calf (English), kalb (German)

5ma - camel (English), kamelos (Greek)

730X - ass (English), asinus (Latin), asan (Old Irish)

X°2% - loewe (German), lion (English), leo (Latin)

27y - raven (English), corvus (Latin), hraefn (Old English)

79w - serpent (English), serpens (Latin)
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1nD - python/snake (English), ophites (Greek)
79 - horn - corner (English), cornu (Latin)

E.

YW - hair (English), haer (Old English)

1’ - eye (English), auge (German), augon (Old Teutonic)
r"7 - reek (English), rauch (German)

797 - lad (English)

IR - | (English), ego (Latin), ich (German)

1NX - thou (English), tu (Latin), du (German)

DXT,77 - that, this (English),

onIXR - them (English)

F.

7% - side (English)

a7 - morrow (English), morgen (Old English)

ww - six (English), sechs (German)

yaw - seven (English), sieben (German), syv (Danish)
n°n - eight (English), eahta (Old English), acht (German), octo (Latin)
77w - measure (English)

75 - cup (English), cuppe (Old English)

7125 - albumen (English - Latin)

W+ - thresh - dash (English)

77 - tear (English)

77w - trophy/food (English), trephein (to nourish)

977 - dagger (English)

5p3 - fall (English), fealan (Old English)

1217 - walk (English), wealcan (Old English)

voo - flee/fleet (English), flyht (Old English)

w31 - kiss (English), cyssan (Old English)

11D - part/particular (English), pars (Latin)

91 - hurry (English)

VII.  The Secret of the Alphabet
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Aleph: Rabbi Akivasaid, “What is the meaning of aleph? This [letter] teaches us that the
Torah is in effect saying: XEmes 2L emad A Picha (accustom your mouth to speak the

truth) in order that you merit the World to Come. Otzar HaMidrashim, Alpha Beta
D’Rabbi Akiva
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Bei: Don’'t pronounce it bei but rather beis. What is the meaning of beis? The Holy One,
blessed be He, said: 3 Banees ® Yatzarti D Tacanti (I built, | formed, | prepared). . . . |
built two of my palaces. One above and one below. | formed the whole system of
creation. | prepared the life in the World to Come, as it is stated (Isaiah 40:13), “Who
has directed (or prepared) the spirit of the L-rd, [or being His counsellor has taught
Him?]” . . . Another explanation. Beis: In Him is the understanding (bina) for every
spirit. For if it were not for understanding (bina), the world could not survive for even an
instant. I bid.
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The Rabbis told R. Joshua b. Levi: Children have come to the Beth Hamidrash and said
things the like of which was not said even in the days of Joshua the son of Nun. [Thus]
alef beth [means] learn wisdom [aleph binah]. Shabbos 104a

ow w1 .70 TInb
lear n wisdom [aleph binah]: Sudy Torah. Rashi, ibid.
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Aleph symbolizes a curse (arur), for it does not contain multiplicity (complexity).
Similarly, beis symbolizes blessing (bracha), for it (the number 2) is the beginning of
multiplicity. It is for that reason that the first letter of the word arur is an aeph and the
first letter of the word baruch is beis. [This idea we find] in the Midrash (Beraishis
Rabbah 1:10): He created the world with a beis and not with an aeph as the aeph
symbolizes arur and the beis symbolizes bracha, in order that the world be sustained for
ever. Maharal of Prague, Gur Aryeh: Devorim 27:24
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Gimel: What is the meaning of gimmel? This teaches us that the Holy One, blessed be
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He, said: 3 Gamalti ° Yachad 2 Maichasadim® Lidalim (I have bestowed my kindnessin

concert to the impoverished.) . . . For if it would not be for My kindness, the entire world
wouldn’t be able to survive for even an instant. And what is the nature of the kindness
that the Holy One, blessed be He, bestows upon His world every single day? They are:
The spirit and soul; knowledge and intelligence, counsel and thought, understanding and
cunnning, sagacity and strength, the enlightening of the eyes; the listening of the ears, the
ability to walk, to feel, to open one's mouth, and articulation of the tongue. These are
what He gives to every man and creature with which the world survives, as it says
(Psalms 33:5), “...the earthisfull of the goodness of the L-rd.” Otzar HaMidrashim,
Alpha Beta D’ Rabbi Akiva
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Daleth [or] Dal: The Holy One, blessed be He, said: T Divorei 2 L’Olam (My words are

forever). . . . Davar (word) refers to a healing angel . . . Another explanation: Davar
(word) is an expression referring to prophecy . . . Another explanation: Davar (word) is
an expression referring to a commandment . . . Another interpretation of the letter is

Daled: The Holy One, blessed be He said: 7 Dibarti ? L’hakim 37 Dal (I have spoken in

order to raise up the impoverished). This is because people [tend to] hate the
impoverished and, with the exception of Myself, there is no one else who loves him. . . .
Another explanation: Why is it that the dalet turns its face away towards the hei? Thisis
because anyone who is impoverished in this world is affluent in the next world. For
instance Israel, for they occupy themselves with mitzvos. Those who are affluent in this
world, are impoverished in the next world. For instance the other nations and the evil [of
Israel] who are not occupied with mitzvos experience affluence in this world in order that
the Holy One, blessed be He, give them their reward in thisworld. . . . I bid.
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Gimmel Daleth, show kindness to the poor [Gemol Dallim]. Why is the foot of the
Gimmel stretched toward the Daleth? Because it is fitting for the benevolent to run after
[seek out] the poor. And why is the roof of the Daleth stretched out toward the Gimmel?
Because he [the poor] must make himself available to him. And why is the face of the
Daleth turned away from the Gimmel? Because he must give him [help] in secret, lest he
be ashamed of him. Shabbos 104a
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Hei: Hei represents the special name of the Holy One, blessed be He, through which He
created the entire world, as it says (Gen. 2:4), “These are the generations of the heavens
and of the earth when they were created (bihibaram).” Don't read it, “bihibaram” but
rather “biheibaram” (He created it by using the hei). . . . From here you can infer that
there was no effort expended by the Holy One, blessed be He, in creating this world or
the final world to come, for they were only created with an ethereal essence, the hei.
Otzar HaMidrashim, Alpha Beta D’ Rabbi Akiva
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Vav: [Vov represents] the seals (endings) of the Holy One, blessed be He, through which
al of the explicit Names which are above the Throne of Glory, are seded, as it says
(Exodus 3:15), “This is My Name forever, and this is My remembrance for every
generation.” “This is My Name forever” refers to the explicit Names [of G-d]. “And this
is My remembrance for every generation.” refers to the seals of the Name. For every
single Name associated with the [Divine] Chariot has a seal (ending) and has a substitute
Name. And the Holy One, blessed be He, sits on a thone of fire and all around Him in
columns of fire are the explicit Names. . . 1bid.
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Hel-Vav: Thisisthe Name of the Holy One, blessed be He. Shabbos 104a
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This is similar to: Ani V'Ho [said by the Hoshanos - Sukkah 45a] which are Divine
Names. Rashi ibid.
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Zayin: This is the Name of the Holy One, blessed be He, who provides daily food and
other needs for al His handiworks, from the horns of the r’eim to the eggs of the lice, as
it says (Psalms 104:13), “From the fruits of Your labor You satisfy the earth.” And [in
addition] it says (Psalms 145:15), “You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every
living thing.” Otzar HaMidrashim, Alpha Beta D’ Rabbi Akiva

AYWa FpTX5 YR *ywah 0% Awn1 RUAW *15N XL KPR 0PN DR LA (2
7T ONIR PYYRW 7197 .03 Dw 117 onxva o0apnl o3 v PXIN onw
o2Iym IXLA XPW DY70MY DUPYTED HIOW CID? Phapnm T 173pn "% 12Wna
WY WK INYWIN YW 2IWAY MKW 7RI 0T W RV 95 DY 5w 0°h3pmI
Tnn 0Py ROR MR KD 770 773, (770 DRPI) M 1100 0PhY IR 0DWH WY
0¥J0m “HMIAY ARTX CHYAY OWT DM ANT DYTONNI DRI Oy PN R OPOYY
72°W 2 ONIX POWINI ONIR PRYAY XOR TIY KD X217 0PIVY 719K CWIRT 770 53
2% "Mawi® 7 279p MRIw 373p0 °19% 72IWNa 02% DR 17AWW 151 ,A1OWT DXXR

N2°PY "277 RN*2 NODR W 2WITAN I8N (777 2°9nn)

Cheth: Don’'t pronounce it as Cheth but rather as Chett (sin). This is because the sin of
the evil of Israel [and their subsequent punishment] is considered as a form of charity.
When they see the opening of Gehinnom, the evil accept upon themselves the judgment
of Gehinnom and as soon as they are elevated, they return in repentance before the Holy
One, blessed be He. They are immediately accepted before the Divine Presence as
tzaddikim and chasidim who never sinned and receive reward for every sin [which they
suffered and repented] as an act of charity . . . for they subjugated (lit. broke) their hearts
before the Holy One, blessed be He, as it says (Psams 34:19), “ The L-rd is near to the
broken hearted, and saves those of a contrite spirit.” 1bid.
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Teth: Don't pronounce it as Teth but rather as Titt (mud or clay). What kind of titt are we
referring to? This is the titt that is in the hand of the Holy One, blessed be He, as it says
(Jeremiah 18:6), “Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O
house of Israel.” For the entire world was only created from it and they are all destined to
return to clay, as it says (Ecclesiastes 3:20), “All go to one place; al are from the dust,
and all turn to dust again.” Ibid.
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Yud: Don't pronounce it Yud but rather Yad (hand). This teaches us that this is the
memorial (literally hand) and good name that the Holy One, blessed be He, is destined to
give to the tzaddikim (righteous ones) in the World to Come in Yerushalayim (Jerusalem)
and the Bais HaMikdash (Temple), as it says (Isaiah 56:5), “And to them will | givein
My house (Bais HaMikdash) and within My walls (Yerushalayim) a memoria (or
portion) and a name better [than sons and of daughters; | will give them an everlasting
name, that shall not be cut off].” . ... What is meant by “hand (or portion)”? This teaches
us that the Holy One, blessed be He, is destined to call every tzaddik by name and give
them a cup of life in their hand so that they will live and be established for ever. What is
meant by “name’? This teaches us that the Holy One, blessed be He, is destined to reveal
the explicit Name to each tzaddik in the World to Come, the Name through which the
new Heaven and earth will be created, so that they will all be able to create a new world
... Ibid.
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Kaph: This is the Kaph (palm) [used in conjunction with] an oath and [also] the Kaph
[palm] which is used to clap with great joy at the banquet for the tzaddikim in the World
to Come. .. Ibid.
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Lamed: Don't pronounce this Lamed but rather 2 Lev » Maivin 7 Daas (the heart
understands knowledge). . . . I bid
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Zayin, Cheth, Teth, Yud, Kaf, Lamed: [this sequence teaches,] and if you do this, the
Holy One, blessed be He, will sustain 1[Zan-Zayin] you, be gracious ri[Chein-Cheth]
unto you, show goodness v[Meitiv-Teth] to you, give you a heritage °[Y erushah-Y ud],
and bind a crown o[Kether-Kaph] on you in the world to come »[L’Olam Haba-Lamed].
Shabbos 104a
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Mem: Why does the Mem have two forms at once? Because they both stand in the
superna mystery of the Throne of Glory and they are both engraved in a fiery surface on
the Throne of Glory and tied to them on either side are crowns of light . . . What song do
they sing? The open Mem says (Psalms 145:13), “Your (malchuscha) kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom.” The closed Mem says (Ibid.), “and your dominion (memshalticha)
endures throughout all generations.” . . . Otzar HaMidrashim, Alpha Beta D’Rabbi
Akiva
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Nun: Why is one form [of the Nun) crouching and the other form standing upright? This
is because souls (neshama) were created for humanity and every soul is at times
crouching and at other times standing upright. When a person is crouching, his soul is
also crouching and when a person is upright, so too is his soul, as it says (Proverbs
20:27), “The soul of man is the candle of the L-rd, searching all the inward parts of the
body (lit. abdomen).” 1bid.
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The open = Mem and the closed 2 Mem [denote] open teaching [Maamar] and closed
[esoteric] teaching. The bent 3 Nun and the straight 1 Nun: the faithful [Ne'eman] if bent
[humble], [will ultimately be] the faithful, straightened. Shabbos 104a
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Open teaching and closed teaching: There are things that one is given permission to
expound upon and there are things that one is commanded to keep closed, for instance
Maaseh Merkava (the acts of the Divine Throne). The bent Nun: A righteous person
needs to be bent and humble. The end will be that he will be straightened and upright in
the World to Come. Rashi ibid.
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Samech: Don’'t pronounce it Samech but rather Somech Moch (He who supports the
downtrodden). This is referring to the Holy One, blessed be He, who supports the
wounded and falling, as it says (Psalms 145:14), “The L-rd upholds all who fall, and
raises up al those who are bowed down.” He supports the upper worlds and supports the
lower worlds. He supports thisworld and the next . . . Otzar HaMidrashim, Alpha Beta
D’Rabbi Akiva
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Eyin: Thiswas only said in regards to the eye (Eyin) of the Torah which contains the eye
of al eyes. It contains the light of all light and the wisdom of all wisdom and the
understanding of all people of understanding and the knowledge of all knowledgeable
people. It provideslifefor al who graspiit . . . Ibid.
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Samech Eyin: support ® [Semach] the poor ¥ [Aniyyim]. Another interpretation: devise
Y [Aseh] mnemonics® [Simanin] in the Torah and [thus] acquire [memorize] it. Shabbos
104a
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Pei: Don't pronounce it Pei but rather Peh (mouth). . . . | am the One Who placed a
mouth and tongue in Adam HaRishon (the first man), for | placed him in charge of all of
the world as one places an officer in charge, to take care of the life forms of the world
and to call each of them by their name and to give names to each and every creature, as it
says (Genesis 2:19), “. . . whatever Adam called every living creature, that was its name.”
Otzar HaMidrashim, Alpha Beta D’ Rabbi Akiva
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Tzaddi: Don't pronounce it tzaddi but rather tzeddek (righteousness or justice). This is
referring to the righteousness and justness of the Holy One, blessed be He, in his dealings
with flesh and blood. . . . Because Moshe said (Exodus 4:10, “I am slow of speech, and of
a slow tongue,” and “1 am not eloquent,” he merited that the Holy One, blessed be He,
said regarding him (Numbers 12:8), “With him | speak mouth to mouth, manifestly,” . . .
I bid.
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The bent 2 Pei and the straight 7 Pei [intimate] an open mouth [peh], a closed mouth. A
bent ¥ Tzaddi and astraight y Tzaddi: the righteous [tzaddik] is bent [in this world]; the
righteous is straightened [in the next world]. But that is identical with the 3 faithful bent
[and] the 1 faithful straightened? Scripture added humility to his humility; hence [we
learn that] the Torah was given under great submissiveness. Shabbath 104a
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An open mouth [peh]: At a time when others are not disseminating Torah, you should
disseminate it. A closed mouth: At a time when others are disseminating Torah, you
should keep your Torah knowledge to yourself, provided that there is someone greater
than you who is teaching. Great submissiveness: With trembling and abundant humility.
Rashi, ibid.
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Kuf: This is referring to Moshe, the father of the wise and the father of al of the
prophets. The father of al of the wise, for he presented before Pharaoh a comprehensive
(surrounded - hikif) synopsis of all of the [world's] wisdom, understanding, cunning,
knowledge, and intellect, in seventy languages. . . . Otzar HaMidrashim, Alpha Beta
D’Rabbi Akiva
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Reish: This means Rosh (head). This refers to the Holy One, blessed be He, who is the
head (beginning) of the entire of world and its end. . . . Another explanation of Reish is
that it is referring to the Tower of Babel which was built by the generation of the
separation (dor haflaga) whose top (rosh) was in the heavens, as it says (Genesis 11:4),
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“And they said, Come, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach to
heaven.” At that time the members of the generation of the separation said, “Weren't
those who died in the Mabul (Deluge) idiots! For they said to their Creator (Job 21:14),
“Depart from us,” and He caused the waters of the Deluge to rain upon them for forty
days and forty nights and destroyed them from the world, asit says (Job 24:18), “ He was
swift upon the waters; their portion is cursed in the earth.” We, however, will build a
tower that will stretch from heaven to earth and we will dwell within it like ministering
angels and we will take axes in our hands and we will split open the rakia and the higher
waters will drain down towards the lower waters in order that He not do to us as He did
to the members of the generation of the Deluge (dor hamabul). At that time, the members
of the generation of the separation (dor haflaga) split into three groups. One of them said:
Let us build atower that will stretch from heaven to earth and we will dwell within it like
ministering angels in order that we dwell in the higher and lower [regions]. The second
group said: Let us build atower that will stretch from the earth to the heaven and we will
make for ourselves a name. The term “name” is referring to idolatry as it says (Exodus
23:13), “. . . and make no mention of the name of other gods.” The third group said: Let
us build a tower that will stretch from the earth to the heaven and we will cut the lower
heavens and the upper heavens into small pieces and we will wage war against the Holy
One, blessed be He, and we will not let Him remain in his place. Regarding the group
that said: Let us go up to the heaven and dwell there like the ministering angels, Scripture
said (Genesis 11:5), “And the L-rd came down to see the city and the tower . . .”
Regarding the group that said: Let us go up and serve idols, Scripture said (lbid. 11:7),
“Come, let us go down, and there confuse their language, that they may not understand
one another’s speech.” Regarding the group that said: Let us wage war, Scripture says
(Ibid. 11:8), “So the L-rd scattered them abroad from there upon the face of all the earth.”
... Another explanation: Reish is referring to Israel which the Holy One, blessed be He,
placed at the head of the all of the nations, asit says (Deuteronomy 28:13), “And the L-rd
shall make you the head, and not the tail.” 1bid.
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Kuf [stands for] Kadosh [holy]; Resh [for] Rasha[wicked]: why is the face of the Kuf

averted from, the Resh? The Holy One, blessed be He, said: | cannot look at the wicked.
And why is the crown of the Kuf turned toward the Resh? The Holy One, blessed be He,
says: If he repents, | will bind a crown on him like Mine. And why is the foot of the Kuf
suspended? [To show] that if he repents, he can enter and be brought in [to God's favor]
through this [opening]. This supports Resh Lakish, for Resh Lakish said: What is meant
by (Proverbs 3:34), “Surely He scorns the scorners, But he gives grace unto the lowly”?
If one comes to defile himself, he is given an opening; if one comes to purify himself, he
ishelped. Shabbos 104a
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Shin: This refers to the teeth of those that are absolutely wicked which the Holy One,
blessed be He, will break on three occasions. The first in this world. The second is at the
time of Moshiach. And the third is in the World to Come. Just as the Shin has three
branches so too will the Holy One, blessed be He, break the teeth of the wicked on three
occasions. . . . Another explanation: The three branches correspond to the three worlds
within which a person dwells, i.e. this world, the time of Moshiach and the Next World.
Another explanation: They correspond to the ruach, neshama, and body upon which a
person’slifeis dependent. . . . Otzar HaMidrashim, Alpha Beta D’ Rabbi Akiva
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Tav: Don't pronounce it tav but rather taav. This is the desire (tava) of flesh and blood
which desires every single day everything in thisworld. . . . I bid.
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Shin [stands for] sheker [falsehood]; Tav [for] emeth [truth]: why are the letters of
sheker close together, whilst those of emeth are far apart? Falsehood is frequent, truth is
rare. And why does fasehood [stand] on one foot, while truth has a brick-like
foundation? Truth can stand, falsehood cannot stand. Shabbos 104a



