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THE LIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons
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The Rabbis taught: Shimon Hapakuli arranged the eighteen brochos in their proper order
in the presence of Rabban Gamliel in Yavneh. Rabban Gamliel said to the Sages: "Is
there anyone who knows how to compose a[n additional] brocho regarding the
[elimination of the] Sadducees (or Minim)?' Shmuel Hakatan arose and composed it.
Berachos 28b
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In the days of Rabban Gamliel, the heretics amongst the Jews increased and were
persecuting the Jews and enticing them to forsake Hashem. Since he (Rabban Gamliel)
saw that this was the most important problem to deal with, he and his court arose and
instituted a single benediction that contains a plea towards Hashem to eliminate heretics
and he set it in the [regular] prayer so that it may be fluent in the mouths of all. It comes
out that there are [now] nineteen brochos in the [regular] prayer [instead of the original
eighteen]. Rambam Hilchos Tephila2:1
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IV.  The Damascus Covenant

A. "We have learned from trustworthy Jews ... that some books were found ten years

ago in arock-dwelling near Jericho. The story was that the dog of an Arab out hunting
went into a cave in pursuit of game and did not come out again; its owner went in after it
and found a chamber in the rock, in which there were many books. The hunter went off to
Jerusalem and told his story to the Jews, who came out in great numbers and found books
of the Old Testament and othersin the Hebrew script." A letter written by Timotheus |
(727-819), a ninth century Nestorian Patriarch of Seleucia, to Sergius, a
Metropolitan of Elam, first published in 1901, quoted in " The Dead Sea Scrolls', by
Edmund Wilson

B. Hear now, al you who know righteousness, and consider the works of G-d; for
He has a dispute with all flesh and will condemn all those who despise Him.

For when they were unfaithful and forsook Him, He hid His face from Israel and His
Sanctuary and delivered them up to the sword. But remembering the Covenant of the
forefathers, He left aremnant to Israel and did not deliver it up to be destroyed. Andin
the age of wrath, three hundred and ninety years after he had given them into the hand of
king Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, He visited them, and He caused a plant root to spring
from Israel and Aaron to inherit His land and to prosper on good things of His earth. And
they perceived their iniquity and recognized that they were guilty men, yet for twenty
years they were like blind men groping for the way.

And G-d observed their deeds, that they sought Him with awhole heart, and He raised
for them a Teacher of Righteousness to guide them in the way of His heart. And he made
known to latter generations that which G-d had done to the latter generation, the
congregation of traitors, to those who departed from the way. This was the time of which
it written, "Like a stubborn heifer thus was Israel stubborn." (Hos. 4:16), when the
Scoffer arose who shed over Israel the waters of lies. He caused them to wander in a
pathless wildereness, laying low the everlasting heights, abolishing the ways of
righteousness and removing the boundary with which the forefathers had marked out
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their inheritance, that he might call down on them the curses of His Covenant and deliver
them up to the avenging sword of the Covenant. For they sought smooth things (w917

nipYnaphrase similar to  )n13%77 *w17 and preferred illusions and they watched for
breaks ( )nyx9pand chose the fair neck; and they justified the wicked and condemned the

just, and they transgressed the Covenant and violated the Precept. They banded together
against the life of righteousness and loathed all who walked in perfection; they pursued
them with the sword and exulted in the strife of the people. And the anger of G-d was
kindled against their congregation so that He ravaged all their multitude; and their deeds
were defilement before Him.

"The Priests, the Levites, and the sons of Zadok who kept the charge of My Sanctuary
when the children of Israel strayed from me, they shall offer me fat and blood." (Ezekial
44:15) The"Priests' are the converts of Israel who departed from the land of Judah, and
(the Levites are) those who joined them. The "sons of Zadok" are the Elect of Isradl, the
men called by name who shall stand at the end of days.

"Their wineis the venom of serpents, the cruel poison of asps.” (Deuteronomy 32:33)
The "serpents’ are the kings of peoples and their "wine" istheir ways. And the "head of
asps' isthe chief of the kings of Greece who came to wreak vengeance upon them. But

all these things the "builders of the wall and those who daub it with plaster” ( y°r 1712, a

phrase similar to 3°0,) have not understood because a follower of the wind, one who

raised storms and rained down lies, had preached to them and all of whose assembly the
anger of G-d was kindled.

The Damascus Covenant, was discovered in the " genizah" of the Ben Ezra
Synagoguein Old Cairoin 1896 and published in 1910 by S. Schechter (Fragments
of Zadokite Work, Cambridge)

V. The Schism
A. The Separation

A9X 23 DY OnnaY XI12917 79K 0°71272 29900 393N OV 2777 WY DOVTY° anKY
APRM 09277 DR 021071 1IMIR 79K DY 03 Y73 Wl Dm0 REn XYW YT OnKI
eee TITT 9T 933 7 972729 779729 X237 212727 WIS D02 PANW 799K 13anDT
Do1°17 NYINRA RI7 7Y W D02 2INOW NIYHRTI NIDT2T N¥PR IRAW 07701 13NN
9597 DR 7197 ... IPOWT DOVWIT IR 2307 IXDI 227 $192 DR N7InD DRI 1210w
IR AR ... NIIZA DIRM 77 70T DR XD RITW 070 N OWYRI 11920 DRI
77N VI RV Y PRI Ty 17 2302 13Wnw 7707 yn nxpn nx T2 11ans
HW3a Hy9a NXYY AT PAWRN Jam pRanY TNEY DR 1PRcW 17305 Wpald oK $53 1am
2T WIR MW ARTXY TP 7AWA 15 1727 NXPR IRINI NV NINRA nnnw

3 P90 77900 W yn nxpr SR 15 230 170b



Series| 6 Lecture #1

Now, you know that we separated from the mainstream of the people and refused to mix
or go along with them on these matters. Y ou also know that no rebellion or lying or evil
should be found in His Temple. It is because of these things we present these words and
wrote to you that you shall discern the Book of Moses and the words of the Prophets and
of David, along with the chronicles of every generation ... And we recognize that some of
the blessings and curses that are written in the Book of Moses have come to pass,
therefore thisisthe End of Days, when those in Israel are to return to the Law of G-d
with al their heart, never to return back again. Meanwhile, the wicked will increase in
wickedness ... Remember the kings of Israel and understand their works. Whoever of
them feared the Law was saved from sufferings.... And we wrote you about some of the
works of the Law which we reckoned for your own good and for that of your people, for
we see that you possess discernment and knowledge of the Torah. Consider all these
things, and beseech Him to grant you proper counsel, and to keep you far from evil
thoughts and the counsel of corruption (Belial). Then you will rejoice at the End of Time,
when you find that some of our words (which we communicated to you) were true. Thus
"It will be reckoned to you as Righteousness’, your having done what is Upright and
Good before Him, for your own good and for that of Israel. Miksat Maasei Hatorah
Par. 3

B. King Jonathan (Alexander Jannaeus)
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A sacred poem for King Jonathan and all the Congregation of Y our people Israel, who
are spread in every direction under Heaven may they all be well, Perfect before Y ou, and
a Commonwealth in Your Name. . . Paean of King Jonathan 4Q448

2) Demetrius, the king of Greece, ... a the insistence of them "that sought smooth
things" (Npn *wW177 apun on n15%77 *wW117) sought to enter Jerusalem . . . the Young
Lion of Anger (Alexander Jannaeus) wrought vengeance on them "that sought smooth
things" in that he proceeded to hang them up alive. Such athing has never been donein
Israel . .." Nahum Pesher

C. Salome
« . (0127200%X DY) T 0P L .. JPXAPW X2 TI0° . .. DA Y nnb . L
4Q323

... to give him honor among the Arabs ... foundation, Shalomtzion (Salome) came ...
Hyrkanus rebelled (against Aristobulus) . .. 4Q323

So she made Hyrcanus high priest, because he was the elder, but much more because he
cared not to meddle with politics, and permitted the Pharisees to do everything; to whom
she a'so ordered the multitude to be obedient. She also restored again those practices
which the Pharisees had introduced, according to the traditions of their forefathers, and
which her father-in-law, Hyrcanus, had abrogated. So she had indeed the name of the
Regent, but the Pharisees had the authority; for it was they who restored those who had
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been banished, and set those who were prisoners at liberty, and, to say al at once, they
differed in nothing from lords. Antiquities X111 16:2

D. Aemilius (Scaurus)

4Q324 .07HnR 2777 ... DPYAR A7 0 WY WITIN ...

... In the sixth month, the Day that Aemiliuskilled . . . Aemiliuskilled . .. 4Q324
E. Shimon ben Shetach

On the twenty eighth of Teves the Assembly was rightfully constituted. When the
Sanhedrin, constituted by Sadducees, was in session together with Yanai (Alexander
Janneus) and Salome at his side, there was none of the main body of Israel with them
with the exception of Shimon ben Shetach. They (the king, queen, and Shimon) asked of
the "Sanhedrin" various questions dealing with different areas of Halacha, but they were
not able to cite any sources from the Torah to support their positions. Shimon ben
Shetach said to them, "Anyone who is able to support his view with aproper citation
from the Torah isfit to sit on the Sanhedrin. However, anyone that cannot is not fit."
Once, a case came before them that they clearly were unable to resolve by bringing a
decisive proof from the Torah. One of their elders, however, tried but was challenged by
Shimon ben Shetach. The elder said, "Give metimeto think it through, and by tomorrow
I'll answer you." But even after much thought he was still unable to respond to Shimon
ben Shetach. Too embarrassed, he did not show up the next day. Shimon replaced him
with one of his own disciples. He explained to them that a Sanhedrin must be composed
of 71 members and this scholar (his disciple) was the only suitable replacement. One by
one he was able to eventually replace the whole Sanhedrin. The day that the process was
completed was declared a holiday. M egilas Tanis Chapter 10

When Y anai (Y ochanon) killed out the Rabbis, Shimon ben Shetach was hidden by his
sister (Salome). Y ehoshua ben Perachiafled to Alexandriain Egypt. When conditions
were tranquil, Shimon ben Shetach sent to him the following message: From me,
Jerusalem, to you, Alexandria my sister; my husband is dwelling in your midst and | am
dedtitute. He said: It seems from this communication that it is peaceful (in Jerusalem).
Sota 47a (uncensored version)

VI.  The Teacher of Righteousness

A. "The wicked man encompasses the righteous man" (Habakkuk 1:4) The meaning
isthat the wicked man is the Wicked Priest and the righteous man is the Teacher of
Righteousness. Habakkuk Pesher

B. "Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded.” (Habakkuk 1:5)
This means that those who acted treacherously together with the Man of the Lie at the
end of days, that is, those who are ruthless against the covenant and do not believe when
they hear all the things that are coming upon the last generation from the Priest into
whose heart G-d put wisdom to explain al the words of his servants the prophets,
through whom G-d declared al the things that are coming upon his people and his
congregation. Habakkuk Pesher
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C. "Why do you look on faithless men, but you are silent at the swallowing by the
wicked man of one more righteous than he?' (Habakkuk 1:13) This means the house of
Absalom and the men of their party, who kept silent at the chastisement of the Teacher of
Righteousness and did not help him against the Man of the Lie, who rejected the law in
the midst of congregation.” Habakkuk Pesher

Absalom, who was at once both uncle and father-in-law to Aristobulus (I1) was taken
captive [by Pompey at the time of the conquest of Jerusalem]. Josephus, Antiquities
X1V 4:4

D. Write the vision, and make it plain upon the tablets, that he may run [through it,
he] who readsit." (Habakkuk 2:2) Thisrefersto the Teacher of Righteousness, to whom
G-d made known all the mysteries of the words of his servants the prophets.” Habakkuk
Pesher

E. "Moreover, wine (wealth) is treacherous to an arrogant man and he cannot resist.
His greed is as wide as Sheol and, like death, cannot be satisfied." (Habakkuk 2:5) This
means the Wicked Priest, who was named according to the truth when he first took
office; but when he began to rulein Israel, his heart was lifted up, and he forsook G-d
and betrayed the statutes because of wealth. He plundered and assembled the wealth ... of
people, adding to himself iniquity and guilt, and ways of abomination he wrought, in all
impurity of uncleanness. Habakkuk Pesher

F. Because you have plundered many nations, all the remnant of the peoples will
plunder you." (Habakkuk 2:8) refers to the Wicked Priest, whom for the wrong done to
the Teacher of Righteousness and the men of his party, G-d delivered him into the hands
of hisenemies, afflicting him with a destroying scourge, in bitterness of soul, because he
acted wickedly against His elect. Habakkuk Pesher

G. Woe to him that makes his neighbors drink, who pours out his wrath; yea, he had
made them drunk, to gaze on their festivals (nakedness)." (Habakkuk 2:15) Thisrefersto
the Wicked Priest who persecuted the Teacher of Righteousnessin order to confound him
in the indignation of hiswrath, wishing to banish him (or in his place of exile); and at the
time of their festival of rest, the Day of Atonement, he appeared to them to confound
them and to make them stumble on the day of fasting, the Sabbath of rest. Habakkuk
Pesher

H. The Wicked Priest ... put forth his hand against him who was teaching the Law
aright in order to have him put to death and to make an end of the Covenant of the Law."
Pesher to Psalm 37



