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THE LIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series|V Lecture #1

THE FOUNDATION OF PIRKEI AVOS:
THE BELIEFIN THE WORLD TO COME

[ Ethics From Sinai
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R. Yochanan said: Whoever says awise thing, even if he isamember of the other nations
of theworld, isreferred to [by Scripture] asbeing ‘wise'. Megillah 16a
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Thiswork is a collection of the views of the Sages of the Midrash and Talmud and other
related works, as well as the views of the philosophers, both ancient and modern, a
collection of many authors. Accept the truth from whosoever statesiit. Preface to
Rambam's Commentary to Avos
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If someone tells you that there is wisdom amongst the nations, you can believe him . . .
[but if hetellsyou] that there is Torah amongst the nations, don't believe him.  Midrash
Eichah Rabbah 2
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Rabbi Eliezer ben Azaria says. If thereisno knowledge of Torah, thereisno proper
refined or ethical behavior. (Avos 3:17) This means that a person who does not know
Torah cannot reach alevel of perfection in hisrefinement. Commentary of R. Yonah
Avos 3:17
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. The Customary Recitation of Avos
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If thereisno refined behavior thereisno Torah. (Avos 3:17) This meansthat a person
must correct his character flawsin order that the Torah rest within him, for the Torah will
never rest within the body of someone who lacks refinement. 1bid.
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| found [a statement] in the name of Rav Shalom Gaon zt"| that oneis allowed to be
involved in the study of Torah [at the time of Mincha on Shabbos]. Furthermore, it was
the custom in Bais Rabbainu in Bavel that, after Mincha on Shabbos, they would study
[the five chapters of] Avos and [also] the chapter regarding the acquisition of Torah. The
reason that we are not generally involved in study at that time is not becauseit is
forbidden, but rather [our silence] is meant to be a tribute to Moshe Rabbainu, of blessed
memory, [who died at that time]. It isaway of fulfilling the dictum, "When the Nasi
(president of the Sanhedrin) dies, al of the study halls cease their study." That iswhy we
have the custom of reciting Pirkei Avos, [which beginswith the phrase,] "Moshe received
the Torah from Sinai". It is [our way] of saying, "Behold we are speaking in a manner
which gives him honor and praise”, and, with this, he will have a superior rest. Sefer
Shibolel HalL eket, R. Tzidkiah b. R. Avraham HaRofei
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Regarding the recitation of Avos, there are different customs. In Provence, they recite
Avos from the Shabbos of Yisro to the Shabbos of Massel. Every Shabbos they recite two
chapters. The mnemonicis, "From Matan Torah to Mishna Torah [werecite] Moshe
Kibail Torah." . .. There are places which recite it from the Shabbos following Pesach
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until [the Shabbos] before Shavuos. Every Shabbos, one chapter is recited. There are
[other] places which recite it from the Shabbos following Pesach until the Shabbos before
the seventeenth of Tamuz. Every Shabbos, three chapters are recited. There are [till
other] placeswhich recite it from Shavuos until Sukkos. Every Shabbos, one chapter is
recited. ... One[also] recites the chapter [beginning with the words,] "Rabbi Meir
says." There are places that have the custom of beginning the Shabbos recitation with the
phrase, "All Israel has a portion in the World to Come. . ." Thereason isin order to
assuage the unlearned. After the recitation, we say, "Rabbi Chaninaben Akashia. . .
Rabbi Elazar said that Rabbi Chaninasaid . . .," Kaddish, "Al Yisragl", and Alainu
Lishabaiach. Sefer Orchos Chaim, Din Seder Tefilas Mincha Shel Shabbos, R.
Aharon haK ohen of Lunel
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The most reasonable explanation seems to be that in earlier generationsin Eretz Yisrad ,
whenever Issru Chag (the day immediately following Pesach) would fall out on Shabbos,
they used torecite  Perek Chelek from the beginning [of the chapter] until the final
disagreement between Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Akiva, regarding the status of the ten
tribes, which are actually [not part of the original Mishna but are] a collection of Braissos
just like the chapter of Kinyan HaTorah (acquisition of the Torah). Thisisbecauseitis
similar in content tothe  Haftorah which we recite on Shabbos  Chol HaMoed (the
intermediate days of) Pesach which is devoted to the subject of Techias HaMaisim (the
resurrection of the dead) which will occur in the future in the [Hebrew month of] Nissan.
We then begin the recitation of Avos the following Shabbos. Even though the later
generations did not pay heed to this, originally Kol Yisrael and Moshe Kibail were never
read together. Sefer Asarah Mamoros, R. Azariah of Fano

[1. TheWorld to Come
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All Israel has a portion in the World to Come, for it iswritten (Isa. 60:22), "Thy people
are al righteous; they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work
of my hands, that | may be glorified." Sanhedrin 90a
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Violence shall no more be heard in your land, wasting nor destruction within your
borders; but you shall call your walls Salvation, and your gates Praise. . The sun shall be
no more your light by day; nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you; but the
L-rd shall be to you an everlasting light, and your G-d, your glory. Y our sun shall no
more go down; nor shall your moon withdraw itself; for the L-rd shall be your everlasting
light, and the days of your mourning shall be ended. Your peoplealso shall beall
righteous; they shall inherit theland forever, the branch of my planting, thework of
my hands, that | may beglorified. = Theleast one shall become athousand, and a
smallest one, astrong nation; |, the L-rd, will hastenitinitstime. |saiah 60:18-22
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And | will establish my covenant between Me and you and your seed after you in their
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a G-d to you, and to your seed after you.
And | will give to you, and to your seed after you, the land where you are a stranger, all
the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and | will be their G-d. Genesis17:7,8
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If you walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them; . . . And | will
walk among you, and will be your G-d, and you shall be my people. Leviticus 26: 3,12
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And I will walk among you. | will walk amongst you, in the Garden of Eden, like one of
you. Rashi Ibid.
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But the following have no portion therein: he who maintains that resurrection is not a
Biblical doctrine, or that the Torah was not Divinely revealed, and an apikorus.
Sanhedrin 90a
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Our Rabbis taught, "Because he had despised the word of the L-rd, and had broken his
commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off ( Num. XV, 31)": thisrefersto someone
who maintains that the Torah is not from Heaven. Another explanation: "Because he had
despised the word of the L-rd," refersto an apikoros. Another rendering: "Because he had
despised the word of the L-rd," refers to one who gives an interpretation of the Torah in
direct opposition to the halachah. "And had broken his commandment": this means one
who abolishes the covenant of flesh. "That soul shall utterly be cut off [ hikkaress
tikkaress]": * hikkaress [to be cut off] impliesinthisworld; *  tikkaress [it shall be cut
off], in the next. Hence R. Eliezer of Modi'im taught: He who defiles the sacred food,
despises the festivals, abolishes the covenant of our father Abraham, gives an
interpretation of the Torah in direct opposition to the halachah, and publicly shames his
neighbour, even if he has learning and good deeds to his credit, has no portion in the
future world.

Another [Baraissa] taught: Because he had despised the word of the L-rd — thisrefersto
someone Who maintains that the Torah is not from Heaven. And even if he asserts that
the whole Torah is from Heaven, excepting a particular verse, which [he maintains] was
not uttered by G-d but by Moshe himself, heisincluded in * because he had despised the
word of the L-rd.” And even if he admits that the whole Torah is from Heaven, excepting
asingle point, aparticular logica kal vochomer deduction or acertain gezerah shavah,
— heistill included in * Because he had despised the word of the L-rd’. Sanhedrin 99b

V. Life After Death
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And the dust returnsto the earth asit was and the spirit returnsunto G-d who gave it.
Ecclesiastes 12:7
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Then Avraham gave up his spirit and died in agood old age, an old man and full of years;
and was gathered to hispeople . And hissons |saac and Ishmael buried him ...
Genesis 25:8-9
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And Shmuel said to Shaul, "Why have you disturbed me to bring me up?' And Shaul
answered, "l am sorely distressed; for the Philistines are waging war against me and G-d
has departed from me and doesn't answer me any longer, neither by the prophets, nor by
dreams; therefore, | have called unto you so that you should tell me what | should do."
Samuel | 28:15



