7703

CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. How many Jews left Spainin 1492? How many
survived?

2. What happened to the children of St. Thome?
3. WhowasR. Shimon Maimi? How did he die?

4. Describe what happened to those Jews who fled
to Africain 1492.

5. WhowasR. Avraham Saba? What did he write?

This and much more will be addressed in the first lecture of
this series. "The Tragic Aftermath of the Expulsion of
Spanish Jewry".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series VIl Lecture#1

THE TRAGIC AFTERMATH OF THE EXPULSION OF SPANISH JEWRY

l. The Expulsion from Spain
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Now we will commence to write the history of the [expulsion] of the Jewish people [from
Spain] and their resulting misfortune. In the year 1492 . . . . the king of Spain conquered
the kingdom of Granada.. . . In hisarrogance, he decided to either force the Jewsto
convert to hisfaith or to expel them. . . . Theterror that gripped the Jews was without
parallel since the day the Jews were [first] exiled from their land. [Nonetheless,] each one
encouraged the other saying, "We should fortify ourselves for the sake of our people and
G-d's Torah. Whether we survive or not, we will not desecrate our Covenant and we will
walk in G-d's name." The king, through his decree, forced them to be thrown out without
monetary resources or compensation. They left their wealth behind in the hands of their
enemies. Demoralized and exhausted, three hundred thousand of them left with R. Don
Yitzchak Abravane at their head. Divrel Yosef, R. Yosef b. Yitzchak Sambari (1672)
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Some went to Portugal and some went to the kingdom of Navarre which were close by.
Behold, they were driven to calamity, darkness and gloom. Many disasters, desolation,
destruction, hunger and plague met up with them. Some of them made their way by sea
and traveled the path of the turbulent waters. Even there, the hand of G-d was against
them to confound and destroy them, for many of the children of the desolate [of Isragl]
were sold as maid servants and slaves amongst al of the areas of the gentiles. [Others]
drowned in the [proverbia] Red sea. They sank as lead. Some went into fire and water,
for they were burnt in the ships and the fire of G-d consumed them. The outcome was the
fulfillment of al of Histerrible judgments, none was missing. He who was condemned to
the sword etc. (Jeremiah 15:2). The plague clung to them. The [refugees] were a source
of trembling throughout al of the kingdoms on earth. They were amost entirely
destroyed by the terrors [of the exodus from Spain]. There remained only avery small
remnant, as our forefathers said, (BaMidbar 17:27) "Behold we die, we perish. We are all
perishing." Thelntroduction of the Commentary of Rav Yitzchak Abravanel to the
Book of Kings
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Regarding that which is stated in Scripture (Lev. 26:41), "And | will bring them to the
land of their enemies’ athough beforehand they were already [in the land of enemies]
(ibid. 33, 38), it seems to me that the following is the explanation: Hashem brought them
to the land of their enemiesin order to torment them there. When He saw that they [did
not repent but rather] intensified their sinful ways, He brought them to the land of other
enemies who were even more cruel than the first ones. Just as we have seen that the Jews
were expelled from Castille because they lived there like kings. Then they came to
Portugal where they did to us [the most terrible things] and to our Torah. Afterwards, the
remnants travelled to the Ottoman empire and to other areas. Tzror Hamor, R.
Avraham Saba, Par shas Bechukosai
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In the year 1492, G-d displayed His anger against His people and quickly brought about
the results of our evil ways, for Hashem, our G-d, is righteous. He did not act towards us
according to the true extent of our sins and crimes, for our crimes are too plentiful to
count and our guilt has expanded all the way to Heaven. He, however, has
underestimated our crimes. Had it not been for His compassion and convenant of the
Patriarchs, which he [constantly] remembers, we would have shared the same fate as that
of Sodom due to the evil and rebellion and the great arrogance that existed throughout the
entire kingdom of Spain. Behold this was the crime of Sodom: Pride that comes with
wealth (lit. fullness of bread, satiety). Even worse, the Torah was almost completely
forgotten because of their [occupation] in other branches of wisdom. "For afat animal is
their portion . . ." (Habakuk 1:16) Only the poor and the destitute devoted themselves to
the study of the Oral Law. And G-d displayed His anger against His people and expelled
them from Castille through King Ferdinand and the counsel of his cursed wife Isabella
(Jezebel) and her advisors. In the first month, Nisan (March), in which joy was turned to
grief and mourning, the announcement went forth throughout the entire country of Spain,
which was under hisjurisdiction, . . . That first day of Pesach, in place of the Hagaddah
was bitter crying and anger together with Matzos and bitter greens; the people wept
throughout the night. It was a terrible calamity. From Pesach until Shavuous, the entire
legion of G-d left Spain. The multitude that felt G-d in their hearts forsook their
inheritance, abandoned their land and focused their energiesto seek out the word of G-d
and David, their king, in the sea and land with a perfect heart and great desire. Some of
them went to the land of Israel, the land of Mazia (North Africa?), the land of Greece and
Turkey. The mgority entered the kingdom of Portugal through the permission granted
them by the king, Don John, the son of the king, Don Alonso. There they forsook all of
their treasures. Silver and gold, sons and daughters. . . . Sefer HaK abbalah, R.
Avraham b. R. Shlomo Torrutiel, (1525)
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Most of the Jews, their aristocracy, nobility and judges remained in their homes and
converted to the [Cathalic] religion . . . At their head was HaRav Don Abraham Senor,
the Chief Rabbi of the Jewish community of Spain, he and his sons and all those that
were attached to him. Like him were thousands and myriads. Let their name be blotted
out from the Book of Life, for they sinned and caused othersto sin, for the community
looked up to them. Only very few of the Jewish aristocracy of Spain, their |leadership,
decided to die for the Sanctification of His name and made themselves vulnerable to
death and punishment. The greatest amongst them was the great nobleman, the
outstanding universal scholar, HaRav Don Yitzchak Abravanel, of blessed memory, who
publicly sanctified His name before the king and his noblemen. He, together with Shlomo
Sepor, the elder, the brother of the aforementioned Rav, and all of the Rabbinic scholars
of Spain, without exception, and their disciples and al that were attached to them, gained
merit and caused merit for the community, [by their example]. The merit of the
community is due to their merit. I1bid.
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This enemy, King Don John, may his name be blotted, was a[vicious| king without
parallel. He stole close to eight hundred precious Jewish children, boys and girls and sent
them to [one of] the idands in a desolate land, a place of dragons and ostriches. There the
wild beasts of the desert meet the wild beasts of the islands and the satyr cries out to his
fellow. There the screech owl [or female demon] relaxes and finds rest (Isaiah 34:13-14).
Most of [the children] died there and the remainder married their brothers and sistersin
order to settle the land. They still remain there to this day. Who ever heard of such a
[terrible] thing, who has seen the like! Will you [still] refrain yourself [from having
compassion]; will you remain silent and continue to severely afflict us? (Isaiah 64:11)
We hope for light and behold it is dark! (Isaiah 59:9) Regarding this did Isaiah fortell
(ibid. 59:18), "According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay; fury to his
adversaries, recompense to his enemies. . . . When the enemy shall comein like aflood . .
. and aredeemer shall come to Zion." For thereisno greater tragedy than this. Regarding
them did Y oel fortell (Joel 4:4), "Will you render me arecompense?. . . swiftly and
speedily will | return your recompense upon your own head. . . ." (lbid. 4:21) "For | will
eventually revenge their blood." All of these consolations which the Prophets wrote are
referring to this bitter and difficult exile and al of the forced conversions and expulsions
which we have experienced. |bid.
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B. King Manuel's Decrees
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Afterwards, in the year 1497, Hashem displayed His anger at His people without letup,
for the sins of Israel had not yet been expunged. Don John of Portugal had suddenly died
and had not left any son fit to rule with the exception of an illegitimate son. The evil
uncircumcised king Manuel, assumed the position of king in a degraded state and was not
afforded the majesty of his office. He sought advice from his noblemen to destroy the
memory of Isradl . . . and issued a decree that the Jews should leave his entire domain
within twelve months. Afterwards, he was advised not to let the Jews leave. The Jewish
community were like sheep without a shepherd, shut in without direction. Jewish
apostates led by Levi ben Shem Ra[Tov] sinned and caused othersto sin on agreater
level than even Yerovam. [Levi ben Shem Tov] advised the king to close down al of the
synagogues and study halls and threatened terrible punishment to all who engaged in
prayer. After this decree was publicly pronounced, the scholar R. Shem Tov Larma,
showing total disregard, immediately called out, "Whoever wantsto pray at the Mincha
service should come to my house." The king found out about this and had him dragged in
chains and tortured. Although the Jews were convinced that he would be put to death,
miraculously he survived. Despite this, he continued to flout authority and publicly pray.
He was again imprisoned and terribly tortured. In addition, Levi ben Shem Ra[Tov]
further advised the king to forcibly baptize all Jewish children from below the age of
thirteen. The king liked the idea and implemented it throughout his kingdom. His
officialstore the children away from their fathers and mothers [and brought them to the
baptismal font]. The bitter cry of the children was intense, "Who will save us from the
uncircumcised?' and the parents cried out bitterly and harshly. No one knew what to do.
To thisdid Jeremiah alude (Jer. 31:14), "Rachel cried for her children." 1bid.
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On the night of the search for chametz, they searched for the children in order to kidnap
them. Their children vanished and their cries arose like the roaring of the sea. Instead of
matza and maror, there was weeping and bitter wailing. Instead of kadesh and bracha,
they read Megilas Eicha . Instead of the recitation of Hallel, there was dismay and
ululation. . . . The king commanded that the children would be returned to any parent
who would agree to convert. Anyone who refused to convert would be placed in a
dungeon and fed daily minimum rations of bread and water until they die. Because of this
tremendous pressure, most of the Jewish people agreed to convert as their heart was
pulled toward their children. Many, however, decided to die in the sanctification of His
exalted name and paid no attention to this decree. They took these people and tortured
them with beatings and other tortures.  Sefer Eliyahu Zuta, R. Eliyahu Capsali 1:81
(1523)

C. R. Shimon Maimi
"1 952 ONIX NIV VDY 0N WYY 0°H51A 1T WY TV INYT 7717PN1 KDY (1
TIMYY 1920 XOW ONT AT Om 0°TIPT 1M 0°277 5173 9253 onIX JOXRI DY
WITPTT 277 QWK 1IN MW DWITR PV On¥y 70m 0nmY onxy 190 Onmnd 0117012
oMW 57T M IV 37 277 RIT 0°P10 LA YWUHRD Pl A1 7ML W TonT
0N .0°7173 ©°°I1°VA IO TIN2 DY U 0w DWIR 17 WK 937 10723 RIT INRY
ITI0°ITW OTIP WIMRW IS TOIPY 793 1LY 1NAVW ANIRY 270 QW 17 WITRT 70N
APY? °27 3777 RIT OXD NI9HNY X2 NIAN MWD 77A’PI 2RI IIROXIT T IANT 700
AMoW 93 073K 17 793P0 D0 LYRIAD OTIAR 2971 PRI

They found the most satisfaction when they attacked the Torah scholars and inflicted
upon them all kinds of torture and imprisoned them with chains. Many of the Jews
converted as they could not withstand their tests. Some of them hanged themselves, while
others sacrificed themselves in sanctification of His blessed name. At their head, was the
holy and pious Rav, with pure soul and unblemished body . . ., R. Shimon Maimi, of
blessed memory, who sacrificed himself together with his family and all those attached to
him, men, women and children. He died in prison with great suffering. The holy and
pious scholar, R. Shem Tov Larma, who was tortured even before they imprisoned him,
was released by them. The Holy One, blessed be He, saved his soul from death and he
came to Fez, Morocco, together with R. Yaakov Loel and R. Avraham Saba. Sefer
HaKabbalah, R. Avraham b. R. Shlomo Torrutiel
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Thisis specially so in the case of those who remained in Portugal, the proverbia remnant
of the Mitzvah (see Sukkah 38a) who have the power to ward off punishment. They
publicly sanctified the name of Heaven and sacrificed themselvesin the sanctification of
His name and remained in prison for an extended time. The perfect and holy sage R.
Shimon Maimi, of blessed memory, his saintly sonsin law, his saintly wife, and other
pure saints. Even though they attempted to force them to convert, they stood their ground
and in spite of the king and his noblemen, kept the Torah and Mitzvos. In the midst of all
of this R. Shimon died. There were no practicing Jews in all of Portugal with the
exception of myself and the Jews that were imprisoned together with me. Due to the
merit of that tzaddik (saint), afather and son, forced converts who worked in the prison,
happened to be there at the time. To them did the chief judge and prison warden give
permission to carry hisbody outside the city and to bury him there. They took him out
and placed him outside of the city and distanced themselves from the body. More than
forty righteous forced converts then came and buried him in the Jewish cemetery and
eulogized him properly. In his merit, the king gave us permission and brought us to the
land of Arzilla. The king, however, did not want to release the Jews that were with the
sage [R. Shimon Maimi], for he claimed that they had already accepted [conversion] and
they remained slaves in the prison. Hashem, may He be blessed, made them find favor in
the eyes of the prison warden and they were treated with great respect. Subsequently,
when the king was made aware of [their favorable conditions], he sent them off to Arzilla
to be put in the hands of the terrible enemy, the local governor, who tormented them with
back breaking labor. He tortured them in order that they violate Shabbos and dig trenches
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and caves. All of thiswas due to our sins, for they were pure tzaddikim (saints) and they
publicly sanctified the name of Heaven and Hashem made them bear all of our sins.
Regarding this and all things similar does Scripture state (Lev. 26:39), "And your
remnant will be tormented in their iniquity in the land of their enemies." Thisrefersto
the Jews who remained in the land of their enemies who came in the second immigration
to Arzillato the cruel enemy, aland of cruel enemies, as asign of the Jewish resolve to
resist their abominations and as aresult "l will remember my covenant with Jacob” (Lev.
26:42) . .. Sefer Tzror Hamor, R. Avraham Saba, Par shas Bechukosai
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R. Shimon Maimi was killed in the sanctification of His name. This was because the king
ordered him and six other scholars to accept baptism and convert. They resolutely refused
and guarded Hashem's Torah with al their heart and soul. The king commanded his men
to build awall of large stones and to immure them up to their necksin order to torment
them. After three days they tore down the wall and found them, R. Shimon, hissonsin
law, his saintly wife and the six scholars [?] dead . They took Shimon and dragged his
body and threw it outside the city. Afterwardsthey killed him, dueto our many sins. . . .
He had no one to bury him. There were a father and son, who had been forcibly
converted, who happened to be there. They were given permission to bury him. These
men distanced themselves from the body and morethan  sixty [forty] righteous forced
converts buried him in the Jewish cemetery and eulogized him there. Divrei Y osef

D. R. Levi ibn Chaviv
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| will not deny the immensity of my guilt which isimplied in hiswords and | will not
defend myself saying that even though they changed my name, through my sins at the
time of forced conversion, | did not change. He who tests the heart and investigates the
inner thoughts knows that He was aways the object of my fear. Although | did not merit
to sanctify His name, my heart was struck with terror from His anger, and even though,
[due to my young age,] | was not at all yet subject to punishment in His court, | will not,
G-d forbid, say that my excuseisfase. . . . Just as Y ou gave me the merit to leave the
destruction and Y ou brought me to the acclaimed city [Salonica] within the year to
constantly study halacha. this still remains so after more than forty years, so may You
give me the merit to become atrue Baal Teshuva. Teshuvas R. Levi ibn Chaviv 147

1. North Africa

A. The Haven of Fez
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It isimpossible to write down all of the details of what transpired. | will only write a
sampling of the suffering that the exiles experienced. Some of them fled to Fez and were
welcomed by the righteous gentile, king Mulai Shelk, who let them settle throughout his
kingdom and dealt with them kindly. Some of them entered Sali, an areathat rests on the
edge of the western sea (Atlantic). There they experienced terrible suffering at the hand
of the uncircumcised (Christian) Thomas and the uncircumcised Julian. They raped the
Jewish girls and performed unprecedented depraved acts. These immigrants finally made
their way to Fez. Some of them came to Arzillaand suffered terrible tortures under the
evil Nimrod, the impure Cushan Rishasaim, the Portuguese king's governor over Arzilla,
which is called Cuende de Barba. He mistreated them terribly and forced them to come to
the king of El Katzar el Chabir. The Arabs of that area attacked and molested them and
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took all that they had. They left them, alarge community, men, women and children,
totally stripped of their possessions. Some of them came to the country of Badis, which
was ruled by Mulai Mantzur. He was very kind to them and they arrived in Fez with all
of their capital and possessions. . . . Some went to El Arish and as they were returning to
El Katzar the Arabs attacked them and inflicted upon them terrible tortures. Some of
them died in thirst and some were consumed by lions. . . . The remnant finally came to
Fez ... All of the flocks [of Jews| gathered there, large and small, including men of
wisdom and discernment. Amongst them was my father, of blessed memory, who was
about seventy at the time, who had spent a lifetime spreading Torah amongst the Jewish
people. He died on the first day of Pesach in the year after the expulsion (1493). Sefer
HaKabbalah, R. Avraham b. R. Shlomo Torrutiel

B. The Tragedy in Fez
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After Pesach (1493) many tragedies befell the Jews. They included all of the curses
written in the Torah as well as much more. After being in the country of Fez for about
eight months, in the month of Tamuz, agreat fire erupted in the Jewish area and many
people were burned. It was asif the fire came out from heaven. | was saved. | was eleven
yearsold at thetime. ... After this great conflagration aterrible famine and plague
ensued. More than twenty thousand people died in Fez and an equal amount in the
surrounding areas. When they saw the great evil that befell them [many] returned to
Spain, for they said that we will al die here. Some fled to the tents [areas] of the
Moslems. Some died of famine in the marketplaces and the streets. . . . . There were
parents who sold one of their children to the Moslem inhabitants so as to give bread to
the remaining children. Sefer HaK abbalah, R. Avraham b. R. Shlomo Torrutid
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Those [that fled Spain] experienced many terrible tragedies . . . Some were killed by the
Modems so as to extract the gold which they swallowed in order to conceal it. Some died
by plague and famine. Some were cast naked by the ships captains onto the islands of the
sea. ... A Jewish man and hisfather who were gripped by hunger begged for bread
without response. The man then sold his young son into slavery for bread in order to save
the life of his elderly father. When he returned [with the bread)] to his father, he found
that hisfather had already died. He rent his clothing and returned to the baker in order to
take back his son. The baker refused. He cried aterrible and bitter cry for his son, but
there was no one to save him. Emek HaBacha, R. Y osef HaK ohen (1575)
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In acertain place close to Fez, there was alarge ship of Gentiles. . . . Some Jewish boys
came close to the ship to gather some food to sustain life. The ship's captain called out to
them and gave each of them some bread. When the boys saw the bread, they were
ecstatic and went to tell the good new to other boys. Some one hundred and fifty boys
came. The ship's captain invited them to the ship and promised them their fill of bread.
As soon as they entered the ship, he hoisted the sails and carried them away. The women
jumped into the sea shore and cried out, but there was no one to help them. The mothers
let out acry and wail, the like that has never been heard. The captain picked out the
smartest and most handsome boys and gave them as presents to the local potentates. The
othersweresold in aforeignland.  Sefer Shevet Yehudah, R. Yehudah ibn Verga
(1554)

V. Rav Avraham Saba
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R. Avraham Saba, the author of Tzror Hamor, was once rushing to go to one of the cities
of France (Italy). While on the way, three days distance from the city of Verona, he
became terminally ill. Hashem brought about a great hurricane at sea and the ship was
about to break apart. They were unable to bring the ship to shore, despite their best
efforts, because of the roaring winds. Each man cried out to G-d. They turned to the Rav
[R. Avraham Saba] and said, "We know that you are a man of G-d and you sincerely
expound the word of G-d. Please pray on our behalf to Hashem, your G-d, so that we
don't die and [you] witness our suffering and loss." The Rav told them, "Behold | am on
the verge of death. | will bring about your salvation on condition that when | die, instead
of casting my body out to sea, you take it to the nearest city with a Jewish population.
Ask them to take my body and to bury it in a Jewish cemetery. [If you make that
commitment,] you will be safe.” So it came to be. The waters quieted and the Rav passed
away to eterna life. Thiswas the day before Y om Kippur. The next day, the captain,
with afew of his crew members went to the synagogue of Verona. He greeted them and
told them that a pure personage had died on board and had commanded him (the captain)
[to come here]. He said, "I have fulfilled my obligation. Y ou, the Jewish community
should fulfill your obligation aswell." They eulogized him and buried him right after
Yom Kippur in Verona. This Rav is the author of the Tzror Hamor, a commentary to the
Torah. He authored a beautiful commentary to Avos aswell. At the time of the
expulsion, he had it hidden in the city of Lisbon.  Divrei Yosef, R. Yosef b. Yitzchak
Sambari

V. The Marranos
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Regarding the status of the Baalei Teshuva. Someone who claimsthat heisa Kohen and
awitness supports that claim, it is accepted. Thisis becausethe anusim recognize each
other and their genealogical status and family. They know those who are descended from
Kohanim and are considered by them to be Kohanim. Therefore no one should deny their
descendants theright to be called up to thefirst  aliyah. ... One needn't fear that his
mother was not Jewish, even though there is no supporting testimony, for the anusim do
not intermarry, asiswell known. This is something that is common practice for many
generations, from the time of the decree up until now. . . . R. Tzemach b. R. Shiomo b. R.
Shimon b. R. Tzemach. Teshuvas Mahari bei Rav 39
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Y ou asked me about the anusim who had children and grandchildren while they werein
that state and [their descendants have now] come back to the Jewish religion and
performed circumcision, whether they need immersion or not and if they do need
immersion, isit essential or not. The answer is: Immersion is not essential [to establish
their Jewishness]. Immersion is no worse than circumcision whose lack does not prevent
them from marrying within the Jewish community. Their kiddushinisvalid and they are
allowed to marry Jewish women. They are not considered to be Gentiles since they have
returned to the Jewish faith. They are merely considered an apostate to one mitzvah:
milah. They can be counted for zimun and can be atenth for a minyan. Sincethey arein
violation every moment that they do not perform milah and they will be subject to karess
if they diein an uncircumcised state, they are required to immediately perform
circumcision. Immersion, however, is not a formal mitzvah. Just as milah is not
considered essential, more so immersion. Rather, since he has |eft the impurity of the
Gentilesto the purity of Israel, he needs to attain purity just like the immersion

performed before Y om Kippur. Heis not worse than Baalel Teshuva of which Rabbainu
Simcha, of blessed memory writes, that they need immersion. Teshuvas Radvaz 3:415
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The words of the Gaon, of blessed memory, are only referring to someone who willfully
becomes an apostate. In this terrible generation, where we have witnessed with our eyes
and have heard with our ears that al or at least the vast majority were forcibly converted,
it is proper to rule asiswritten in this responsum that they and their progeny are eternally
considered Jews for purposes of  Yibum. [Responsum from R. Tzemach the grandson of
R. Shimon b. Tzemach] . . . Thetruthis, that in former days it happened once or twice
that the [Bais Dinin] Salonikaalowed a Yevama, who would be normally considered
tiedtoa Yavam, and who wereboth anusm from aprevious generation, to marry
someone else without chalitza. | have no problem with that. On the contrary, it seemsto
me to be good and proper, according to what | have researched in the words of the
superior sage, R. Yaakov ibn Chaviv. TeshuvasMahari ibn Lev 1:15
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Question: Teach us our master, what is the status regarding present day anusim
regarding their status as witnesses . . . Response: Anyone who violates the law as aresult
of force, even in a case of severefelonies, isnot invalid for testimony and is not
considered to be evil . . . [The Rivash writes,] "Those who had the opportunity to escape
and didn't, have a lesser status and need to be investigated by a scholar in order to verify
if they continued to act according to halacha.. . . If they violated halacha willfully, even
in private, and then violated the laws of idolatry and Shabbos in public, they are
considered absolute Gentiles. If they violated any other of the laws they are considered to
be an apostate for only that thing and not for another.” We know that the majority of
these anusim do not violate halachain private, especially idolatry . . . and are therefore
not considered to be invalid through that which they violate the laws of idolatry and
Shabbosin public, for they are forced, and in private they are not suspect of idol worship,
even the worst of them. . . . even while they remain there and certainly when they leave
to openly worship Hashem. . . . Teshuvas Mabit 1:170
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The following question was asked: In France (Navarre), some time ago, there was a
decree of forced apostacy and all or nearly all of them remained assimilated amongst the
Gentiles. Every day, their grandchildren are coming back to the yoke of Torah and the
wings of the Shechina. Those who remain in the converted state only perform idolatry for
show. In secret, they are philanthropists and fulfill the mitzvos. That which they serve
idolsis only because of fear and not from spite, asis supported by the testimony of this
expulsion.. ... Response: It seemsto me to be obvious that anyone who is forced by
the government to serve idols, even though it be only for show out of fright for the
government's death sentence, but has the wherewithal to flee that country and to go to
another country to serve his Creator, and doesn't, such a person is serving idols out of
premeditation. Even if the person erroneously thinksthat it is allowed, and his heart
forced him, Rava considers thisto be tantamount to premeditation (Makkos Chapter 2),
for he should have studied to learn the truth but didn't bother. Teshuvash HaRadach 31



