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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. When was paper invented and by whom?

2.  What isthe term used for books published before
15017

3.  Where werethefirst Hebrew books published?
What were they?

4. Tracethe history of the publication of the Talmud
and its censorship by the Church.

5.  Where and when was the Zohar first published?

This and much more will be addressed in the first lecture of
this series. "The Revolution that Gutenberg Launched: The
Printing of the Talmud and its Censorship by the Church".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind, as you listen to the tape and read
through the outline. Go back to these questions once again
at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE REVOLUTION THAT GUTENBERG LAUNCHED:
THE PRINTING OF THE TALMUD AND ITS CENSORSHIP BY THE CHURCH

l. The Soncino Publishing House
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| bless Hashem, who has advised and strengthened me, and gave me encouragement to
draw close to this Holy service to begin and complete this tractate of Berachos with the
commentaries of Rashi and Tosefos, therulings ( piskel) of Tosefos, the Mishnawith
Rambam z"l's commentary, and the full commentary of the Mordechai. This was done
with all of the efforts and Divine Providence in each of the details that is necessary to
complete such atask. . . . | finished it here, the city of Soncino, this twentieth day of the
month of Teves, in the year (5)244 (the numerical value of the Aramaic word, gemora).
... Yehoshua Shlomo ben Yisragl Nassan, of Soncino.  Publisher's commentsto the
Soncino edition of the tractate Berachos 1484
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After having become worn out and aged, | gave up hope of publishing any more, neither
in Hebrew nor in Greek, Latin or Italian, which Hashem in His kindness granted me [the
opportunity] in my youth. Gershom Soncino, Preface to Rashi's commentary which

was published in the year 1526
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.. . and through Gershom Soncino, the son of the scholar, R. Maoshe, the son of the
outstanding scholar, R. Yisrael Nassan ben Shmuel ben R. Moshe z"'l. It was this Moshe
who battled against the evil friar, John of Capistrano, and chased him and his entourage
out of the city of Fuerth. He was a fifth generation from R. Moshe of Speyer (Shapiro),
who is mentioned in the Tosefos Touques (Toch). In the twelfth year of the glorious king,
Sultan Suleiman, may his splendor be magnified, in the city of Constantinople, . . . May
Hashem Yisbarach radiate His splendor upon he who longs and hopes for His kindness.
May He guide me through His truth and teach me, as He has done since my youth, may
He lead me from strength to strength. | have toiled and found (see Megilla6b).  Sefarim
were then closed and sealed and | brought them to see the light of day. May they shine
like the brilliance of the firmament. One example is the Tosephos Touques whichis
composed [mainly] of the opinions of Rabbainu Yitzchak (Ri) and Rabbainu Tam. |
traveled to France, Chambery, and Geneva (Savoy-Southeastern France), to the area of
their conception, in order to bring merit to the community. For in Spain, Italy, or any of
the lands, we have only heard of [the great reputation] of the city of Sens and of
Rabbainu Peretz, Rabbi Shimshon and their colleagues. | have published sefarim of our
holy Torah [seemingly] without limit, besides the twenty three tractates, which consist of
those tractates that are regularly studied in the yeshivas, [which | published] together
with the commentaries of Rashi and Tosefos. Behold, the publishers of Venice (Danid
Bomberg and Corniel Adelkind) copied from my press. Asto theother tractates,
[which they published], they placed in the page those commentariesthat they were
ablefind [on their own]. [My enemies] attempted to topple me, but Hashem has helped
me out up until now. Even though the times have imposed hardships upon me, aslong as
my spirit is contained within me, | will not cease from restoring sefarim in order to ease
the burden of those who carefully study them, and [I will continue] to brighten their
darkness, to the extent that the power of G-d's goodness towards me will allow, though
my days are extremely difficult and | have cometo aforeign land in which | am as
vulnerable as an animal. May Hashem, the Exalted, be a source of help for me and
support my old age and remember me for good because of how | supported the forced
converts of the Iberian peninsula, especially those of Portugal. With all my power, |
aroused myself, even risking my life, in order to save them and to guide them to seek the
protection of G-d's shade and to rest under Hiswing asthey arethisvery day. Gershom
Soncino, Prefaceto Sefer Michlol of Radak, published in the year 1533
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Hashem has made my life comfortable, I, Moshe Soncino. The King, the King of the
entire world, has brought me to the chambers of many noblemen and honorable
gentlemen, the gracious of the nations. They have released my soul from suffering and
have placed a watchful eye over me. A dependable hand is open [to support me] and the
work that | have is more than enough to support me. [I am writing this on the occasion
of] finishing the printing of this  sefer, Y alkut Shimoni, here in the city of Salonika,
which is under the rule of the Sultan Suleiman, may his splendor by exalted, in the year
5286 from the Creation (1526). M oshe Soncino, Preface to Yalkut Shimoni, 1526
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In the month of January, in the year 1525 (Pereh (wild donkey) in Hebrew), an apostate
Jew, a marrano, came from Rome to Venice. All day he would speak up against Hashem
and His Torah and against the members of our nation . . . Gershom Soncino

. The Censorship of the Talmud

A. Y eshu HaNotzri
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C. Ben Satada
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1. The Burning of the Talmud

A. The Burning of 1242
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Oh [Torah], that has been consumed by fire, seek the welfare of those who mourn over
you, of those who yearn to dwell in the courtyard of your habitation, of those who gasp
for breath asthey liein the dust of the earth, who are pained and are bewildered over the
holocaust of your parchments. They grope in the dark, bereft of light. [Indeed,] they
await daylight that will shine upon them and you. . . . How wasit that [you, Oh Torah]
given by G-d, the Consuming Fire, should be consumed by the fire of mortals, and that
the heathens were not singed by your coals?. . . Moreover, you (Oh Torah,) even decreed
the burning of your laws and statutes which were given by fire. Therefore, fortunate is he
who will requiteyou. . .. Lamentation over the burning of the Talmud in Paris, on
June 17, 1242, composed by Rabbainu Meir of Rothenberg

B. The Burning of the Sefarim in Portugal in 1497
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Through the decree of King Manuel, may his name and memory be blotted out, al of the
Jews of Portugal were [to be] forcibly exiled. Not only that, but he commanded that all of
the sefarim (Hebrew holy books) be confiscated. This he did after he had abducted the
boys and girls and had expropriated the synagogues. Because of the king's decreee, | left
al of my sefariminthe city of Porto. | risked my life by taking with me to Lisbon my
commentary to the Torah together with my commentaries to the tractate Avos and the
five megillos (Ruth, Shir HaShirim, Koheles, Eichah, Esther) and my composition,
Tzeror HaKesef, acompilation of dinim (laws) that | had composed in my youth. When |
reached Lisbon, the Jews informed me that they had made a public announcement that
any Jew found with a sefer or with tefilin would be immediately put to death. Before |
entered the inn, which was located outside the city, | brought the seforim that | was
carrying, and, together with two Jews who accompanied me, dug a cavity under an olive
tree and buried the sefarimthere. Rav Avraham Saba, Prefaceto hiscommentary to
the Book of Ruth

C. The Burning of Sefarimin 1553
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| originally printed this work of mine in Venice. At the beginning of the year (5)314 (for
Sha-dai (314) has caused me bitterness (Ruth 1:20)), as aresult of the decree
promulgated by the government of Rome, they burned the Talmud, the collection of
Agadata compiled by R. Y aakov ben Chaviv z'l (Eyn Y aakov), the work of Rav Alfasi,
the Mishna, aswell asall of the sefarimwhich | had published. Nothing remained from
all that | had printed, not even a page for amemento. | was forced to go back and write
over again from memory. After | had written three chapters, | discovered that one lone
volume had survived. It was in the possession of Gentiles who had snatched it from the
fireand | bought it [from them] at avery high price. | saw, [however], that Hashem had
graced me, as my second version was more perfect than thefirst. Rav Yehudah Lerma,
Preface to L echem Yehudah
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For the sefarim were burned as they had decreed corporeal punishment for those who
studied the Talmud. Responsum of R. Meir of Padua to a Rabbi in Cracow

IV.  Printing of the Zohar
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