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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Why was Shmuel HaKatan caled "HaKatan" (the lesser)?
2. What linked Shmuel HaK atan with Hillel?
3. When did the Sanhedrin move to Y avneh?
4.  What prayer was composed by Shmuel HaKatan?
5.  What prophecy did Shmuel HaK atan make on his deathbed?

This and much more will be addressed in the first |ecture of this
series: "Shmuel HaKatan and the Rise of Christianity".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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SHMUEL HAKATAN AND THE RISE OF CHRISTIANITY

l. The Need For Inspirational Role Models
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The prerogative is given to every person that if he wants to turn himself toward the path
of righteousness and become a righteousness person he has the power to do so. And if he
wants to turn himself towards the path of evil and become an evil person he [also] has the
power to do so. It should not pass through your mind that [false] ideathat the foolish of
the non Jews and most of the immature of the Jewish People espouse that the Holy One
blessed be He decrees upon the person at the very beginning of his inception whether to
become righteous or evil. That ideaisincorrect. Rather, every person has the potential to
become a saint (tzaddik) like Moshe or an evil person like Y erovam ... Thereisno one to
force him or to decree upon him or to pull him to one of the two directions. Rather he
himself and through his own volition can plant himself whichever way he wants.
Rambam Hilchos Teshuvah 5:1,2
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Rabbi Chanina bar Papa taught that the angel that is appointed over conception is called
"Leila". He takes the drop (embryo) and places it before the Holy One blessed be He [and
asks,] "What is the future status of this drop (embryo)? Isit going to be strong or weak,
wise or stupid, wealthy or poor?' However, the question "Is it going to be righteous or
evil?' isnot asked. Thisisin concert with the statement of Rabbi Chanina, "Everything is
in G-d's hands except the fear of G-d." (which aman isfreeto choose) asit isstated in
Scripture "And now Israel, what does Hashem your G-d ask of you? Only to fear Him"
(Deuteronomy 10:12). Nida 16b
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Every person is required to say daily, "When will my actions reach the [heights of the]
actions of my forefathers, Abraham (Avrohom), Isaac (Yitzchok) and Jacob (Y aakov)?"
Tana D'Vai Eliyohu 25
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It is human nature that one's character and actions are subject to the influence of one's
friends and acquaintances and that a person eventually [changes and] acts in accordance
with the standards of the people of his community. Therefore a person needs to attach
himself to righteous people and to constantly sit by the scholars of Torah in order to learn
from their actions. Furthermore, one should distance oneself from evil people who walk
in darkness so as not to learn from their actions.

Thereis a positive commandment to cling to scholars of Torah and their disciplesin
order to learn from their actions as it is stated in Scripture, "And you shall cling unto
Him." (Deuteronomy 10:20) Now, isit possibleto literally cling to the Divine Presence?
Rather, thisis what the Sages said regarding the explanation of this Mitzvah, "Cling to
the Torah scholars and their disciples." Therefore a person should try to marry the
daughter of a Torah scholar and marry off his daughter to a Torah scholar. He should eat
and drink with Torah scholars and do business with Torah scholars and to attach himself
to them in all manner of attachment asit is stated in Scripture, "And to cling unto Him."
(Deuteronomy 11:22) The Sages commanded and said, "Y ou should become dusty by
sitting at their (the Torah scholars) feet and you should drink their every word with
thirst." Rambam Hilchos Dayos 6:1, 2
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When you sit in the presence [of your teacher] look at his mouth (as heistalking), asitis
stated in Scripture, "And your eyes should behold your teacher” (Isaiah 30:20). Horios
12a
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Rabbi stated, "The reason | am sharper than my colleaguesis because | saw the back of
Rabbi Meir. Had | seen him from the front, | would have been sharper yet, asit is stated
in Scripture, 'And your eyes should behold your teacher' (Isaiah 30:20)." Eruvin 13b
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Rav Gidal stated, "He who repeats a halachic discourse while giving credit to its author
should visualize the author asif he were standing opposite him (as the discourse is being
delivered), asit is stated in Scripture, 'Only in a shadow (of one's mentor) shall aman
walk'." (Psalms 39:7) Shekolim 7b

. Hillel and the Reign of Terror
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Herod was a dave of the House of the Chashmonaim. He had his eye on a certain girl
(from that family). One day that man (Herod) heard a Heavenly voice saying, "Any slave
that revolts now will be successful." He arose and killed all his masters but |eft that girl.
When that girl saw that he had designs to marry her, she climbed to the top of aroof and
lifted up her voice. She said, "Anyone who comes and claims that they are descended
from the House of Chashmonaim isin actuality aslave." The only survivor of the House
of Chashmonaim was that girl and that girl fell from the roof to the ground [and was
killed]. He (Herod) immersed her body in honey for seven years. Some say that he did
have relations with her and others say that he didn't. Those who said that he had relations
with her claim that this was the reason he preserved her body in honey. Those who said
that he did not have relations with her explain that the reason he preserved her body was
in order [to give the appearance that she was still alive] so that people would say that he
had [actually] married the King's daughter.

He said, "Who expounds from the verse 'from the midst of your brethren shall you
appoint aking' (Deuteronomy 17:15) [that | am unfit to rule]? The Rabbis!" He arose and
killed [most] al [of] the Rabbis, but left Baba ben Butain order to receive counsel from
him. He (Herod) put on him (Baba ben Buta) a crown of coarse fur of the hedge hog that
went into his eyes and blinded him. One day Herod (in a disguised voice) came and sat
next to Baba ben Butaand said, "See, my Master, what thisterrible slave (Herod) has
done." He (Baba) replied, "What can | do to him?' He (Herod) replied back to him: "Let
the Master curse him." He (Baba) said to him, "Even in your thought you should not
curse aking" (Koheles 10:20). He (Herod) replied, "He's [not really] aking." He (Baba)
answered, "Even if he were just awealthy person, it iswritten 'Curse not therich in your
bedchamber' (Koheles 10:20). Even if he were only aprince, it iswritten, ‘A prince
among your people you should not curse' (Exodus 22:27)." He (Herod) replied, "[That
verse only applies when he is] doing the acts [that are befitting] of your people. But he
(Herod) is not acting in that manner." He (Baba) replied, "I am afraid of him." "He
(Herod) said to him, "There is no one here to go and tell Herod. Just you and | are sitting
here." He (Baba) replied, "It iswritten, 'For abird of the air shall carry the voice, and that
which has wings shall tell the matter." He (Herod) said to him, "l am he and had | known
that the Rabbis are so careful, | would not have killed the Rabbis. Now, what is the way
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in which that person (Herod) can rectify himself?' He (Baba) told him, "He (Herod) has
extinguished the light of world asit iswritten, 'For the commandment is like alamp and
the Torah islike [pure] light' (Proverbs 6:23). Therefore he should go and become
involved in the 'light' of the world asit iswritten, 'And all the nations shall stream to the
BaisHaMikdash (Temple) for enlightenment.' (Isaiah 2:2)." [Herod subsequently rebuilt
the Bais HaMikdash (Temple)].

They have said that he who never saw the Bais HaMikdash (Temple) that Herod built
never saw abeautiful structurein hislife. How did he build it? Rabah said, "With
grey-brown marble and white marble." There are those that say that the following was
Rabah's statement, "With blue marble, grey-brown marble, and white marble." [Rabah
continued,] "One row projected out, and the next row receded so that the plaster would
stick to it. They thought to eventually plate it with gold. However, the Rabbistold them
to leave it because it looks much more beautiful [without the gold] for it has the
appearance of the waves of the sea." Bava Basra 3b-4a
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Hillel, Shimon, Gamliel, and Shimon were the Presidents of the Sanhedrin for the | ast
hundred years of the Bais HaMikdash (Temple). Shabbos 15a
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Hillel and Shamai received the Torah from them (Shmaya and Avtalyon). Hillel said:
"Y ou should be from the disciples of Aaron (the brother of Moshe and the first High

Priest): Love peace, pursue peace, love humanity and bring them close to the Torah.
Avos 1:12

[1. In the Footsteps of Hillel
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A Tzaddik (saint) does not depart from this world until another Tzaddik like himself is
created asit is stated in Scripture, " The sun shone and the sun set." (Koheles 1:.5) Before
the sun of Eli was extinguished the sun of Shmuel shone. Kidushin 72b
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"The staff shall not depart from Y ehudah" (Genesis 50:10) refersto the exilarchsin
Bavel who dominate the Jewish People through the use of a staff. "And the lawgiver
[shall not cease] from between hisfeet” (ibid.) refersto the grandchildren of Hillel who
teach Torah in public. Sanhedrin 5a
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Why was Shmuel HaKatan (the lesser) called "hakatan”? Because he |essened (humbled)
himself. Others say because he was only slightly less than Shmuel of Rama (Samuel the
Prophet).

Rabbi Y aacov bar Idi in the name of Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Levi said that there was an
occurrence when the Elders entered the attic of Bais Nadiain Jericho. There, avoice
from Heaven came out and said to them, "There are two amongst you that are fit to
receive Divine inspiration (Ruach Hakodesh) and Hillel the Elder is one of them." They
looked at Shmuel Hakatan [as the other most likely possibility]. At alater date the Elders
entered the attic at Yavneh. There, a Heavenly voice came out and said to them, "There
are two amongst you that are fit to receive Divine inspiration and Shmuel Hakatan is one
of them." They looked at Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrkanus [as the other most likely
possibility]. They were happy that their opinion [that Shmuel Hakatan was fit to receive
Divine inspiration] was actually in concert with Hashem's. Y erushalmi Sota 9:13, 9:16
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The Rabbis taught: We can only determine the intercal culated year (1bbur) through those
that are invited to participate. There was an incident with Rabban Gamliel who told [his
subordinates] to call seven scholars to meet at the attic [that was designated for these
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deliberations] early the next morning. When he (Rabban Gamliel) came to the attic the
next morning he found eight instead. He (Rabban Gamliel) said, "Whoever came to the
attic without permission should please leave." Shmuel Hakatan rose and said, "'l am the
one that came up without permission. | didn't actually come to participate in the
determination but rather because | felt it necessary to learn practical Halacha." He
(Rabban Gamliel) said to him, "Stay my son, stay. It would be fit that you would
participate in the determinations of every year." However, the Sages have declared that
only those that were officially asked may actually participate." It really was not Shmuel
Hakatan who was not asked to participate but rather someone else. But, in order to
prevent [his colleague's] embarrassment he took the blame. Sanhedrin 10b,11a

V. Birchas Haminim
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Forty years before the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash (Temple) the Sanhedrin was
exiled [from the room of hewn stone in the Bais HaMikdash (Temple)] and resided in the
area[on the Temple Mount called] "Chanus'. What was the practical ramification of that
move? Rabbi Yitzchak bar Avdimi said: "In other words they stopped judging capital
crimes (which can only be judged even by minor courts when the High Court residesin
its proper place by the Temple)." What was the reason [they stopped]? Since they saw
that there was an increase of murderers and they weren't able to prosecute them
effectively, they said that it would be better that they exile themselves from place to place
[and no longer then have the power to prosecute and judge capital crimes] so that they
would not bear the responsibility of being derelict of duty. Avodah Zarah 8b
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The Sanhedrin was exiled, according to tradition, from the room of hewn stone (in the
Temple) to "Chanus', and from "Chanus" to Jerusalem [proper] and from Jerusalem to
Yavneh... Rosh Hashanah 3la
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Shimon Hapakuli arranged the proper order of the eighteen brochos (benedictions) in the
presence of Rabban Gamliel in Yavneh. Rabbi Y ochanon said (and others claim that the
source isaBraiisa), "There were one hundred and twenty Sages among them many
prophets who [originally] instituted the eighteen brochos in their proper order.” Megilla
17b
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The Rabbis taught that Shimon Hapakuli arranged the eighteen brochos in the presence of
Rabban Gamliel in Yavneh. Rabban Gamliel said to the Sages, "I s there anyone who
knows how to institute g/ n additional] brocho regarding the [elimination of the]
Sadducees (or Minim)?' Shmuel Hakatan arose and ingtituted it. Berachos 28b
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In the days of Rabban Gamliel, the heretics amongst the Jews increased and were
persecuting the Jews and enticing them to forsake Hashem. Since he (Rabban Gamliel)
saw that this was the most important problem to deal with, he and his court arose and
instituted a single benediction that contains a plea towards Hashem to eliminate heretics
and he set it in the [regular] prayer so that it may be fluent in the mouths of all. It comes
out that there are [now] nineteen brochos in the [regular] prayer [instead of the original
eighteen]. Rambam Hilchos Tephila2:1
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Shmuel Hakatan says, "When your enemy falls be not happy, and when he stumbles, let

your heart not be joyous lest Hashem see and it displease Him, and He will turn His
wrath from him [to you]." (Proverbs 24:17-18) Avos4:19
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VI. The Death of Shmuel Hakatan
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Once while they were reclining in the attic of the House of Guria, a Heavenly voice was
given unto them, "There is one here who is worthy of the Divine Presence resting upon
him but his generation does not merit this[revelation]." The Sages put their eyes towards
Hillel the Elder. When he died they [eulogized him and] said, "That ‘chasid’ (pius lover of
Hashem), that ‘anav' (humble one), the disciple of Ezra" At alater date the Sages were
reclining in the attic at Y avneh when a Heavenly voice was given unto them and said,
"There is one here who isworthy of the Divine Presence resting upon him but his
generation does not merit this [revelation]." The Sages put their eyes towards Shmuel
Hakatan. When he died they [eulogized him and] said, "That ‘chasid' (pious lover of
Hashem), that ‘anav' (humble one), the disciple of Hillel." He also said at the time of his
death, "Shimon and Yishmael are destined for the sword and my colleagues for death and
the rest of the people to be plundered. And many misfortunes are destined to befdl the
world." Sanhedrin 11a



Series|| 10 Lecture #1

B.

170 ORI DRIW NHWDY WHI NPy *1m nn HW 919983 nn HW 9opan snnon 177N

DY D MIRY PPV TN K7 [P 377 M 12§92 70 XPW v3Dm 93199X3 S0pIDY Snnon

D°nm oWy 0°33% onvand oIy oonn ovobn Larnab ol AT Yy nioab axa 1

nYwa MR 97 32 7201 02vaw niTinnn 9o vl jupt DRIy 072135 Wiy oo

790533 O7PANR 7N PROA0 PY RTAD XY DD IRWY RN HRYAWN 1IVHY Innn
1 27D NINMw Noom IR NIMIR

[In former times it was the custom (See Bach Tur Y oreh Dayah 350) that] They hung the
key and ledger on the casket of the departed to arouse grief. When Shmuel Hakatan died
they hung his key and ledger on his casket because he had no son. Rabban Gamliel the
Elder and Rabbi Eliezer eulogized him and said, "Over such a person it is befitting to cry.
Over such a person it is befitting to mourn. Kings die and leave their crowns to their
children. The rich people die and leave their wealth to their children. Shmuel Hakatan
took all the treasures of the world [for himself alone] and left." He (Shmuel Hakatan) said
the following at the time of his death: " Shimon and Yishmael are destined to the sword
and the rest of the people to be plundered. Great misfortunes will follow them." He said
all of thisin Aramaic [so that the majority of the assembled wouldn't understand)].

M aseches Smochos Chapter 8
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"Chasidus’ (piety through love of G-d) is greater than all other traits as stated in
Scripture, "Then you spoke through a vision unto your 'chasidim’.”" (Psalms 89:20) This
[statement] disagrees with Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Levi who said that "anava" (humility) is
the highest virtue as it is stated in Scripture, "The spirit of Hashem G-d is upon me;
because Hashem has anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek." (Isaiah 61:1)
"Chasidim" is not stated in that verse but rather "anavim" (meek). We can derive from
this (according to Rabb Y ehoshua ben Levi) that "anava' is greater than al other traits.
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