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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Theland of Israel isreferred to in Scripture as being aland which
Is “good and spacious.” Give examples of the “goodness’ of the land.

2.  Give examples of the “ spaciousness’ of the land.

3. Inaddition, the Land of Isradl is described as being "desirous’.
Give examples of the “desirousness’ of the land.

4.  What doesit mean that the Land of Israel was
“overflowing milk and honey”?

5.  Describe the state of bountifulness that existed in the
Land of Israel ahundred and fifty years ago.

This and much more will be addressed in the first lecture of this series:
"EretzYisrael: TheLand of Overflowing Milk and Honey.”

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind
as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
guestions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as
well, as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the memory of
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Dr. and Mrs. Leon and Rayetta Her schfus of blessed memory
7Y 23X 77977 /1 72 0710 7w HREI 9

Dr. Raphael (Maurice) Herschfus of blessed memory
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THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons
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ERETZ YISRAEL: THE LAND OF OVERFLOWING MILK AND HONEY

l. The Land of Israel: A Desirable, Good and Spacious Land
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Blessed are You Hashem . . ._for_the desirable, good, and spacious Land that You found
pleasing and gave to our forefathers as an inheritance, to eat of its fruit and to be satisfied with
its goodness. Have mercy, Hashem, our G-d, on Israel, Your people; on Jerusalem, Your city;
and on Zion, the resting place of Your glory; upon Your atar, and upon Your Temple. Rebuild
Jerusalem, the city of holiness, speedily in our days. Bring us up into it and gladden us in its
rebuilding and let us eat from its fruit and be satisfied with its goodness and bless You upon it in
holiness and purity. Blessing after drinking wine or eating from the five grains or seven
Species.
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But | said, How shall | set you among the sons, and give you a desirous land, the finest heritage
of the hosts of nations? and | said: You shall call Me, My father; and shall not turn away from
Me. Jeremiah 3:19
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Beloved is Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Isragl), for the Holy One, blessed be He, choseiit. Y ou find
that when He created the world, He apportioned the various lands to the ministering angels of
each nation. He, Himself, chose Eretz Yisrael [to be His own]. . . . Jeremiah, the prophet, called
out and said (Jeremiah 3:19), “But | said, How shall | set you among the sons, and give you a
desirous land, [the finest heritage of the hosts of nations? and | said: You shall call Me, My
father; and shall not turn away from Me.” What is the meaning of “a desirous land”?] The land
which the world's Patriarchs craved. Thus it is stated (Genesis 15:8), “And he said, ‘L-rd G-d,



Series XX 2 Lecture #1

how shall | know that | shall inherit it?” Yitzchak craved the land, as it is stated (Ibid. 26:3),
“Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you, and will bless you; for to you, and to your seed, |
will give all these countries.” Y aakov craved the land, asit is stated (Ibid. 28:20), “If G-d will be
with me, and will keep mein thisway that | go, and will give me bread to eat, and garment to put
on, so that | come back to my father’s house in peace; [then shall the L-rd be my G-d].” R.
Y ehuda said: Moshe aso craved the land, as it is stated (Deuteronomy 3:23-25), “And | pleaded
with the L-rd at that time, saying, . . . | beg You, let me go over, and see the good land that is
beyond the Jordan, that goodly mountain region, and Lebanon.” Even David craved the land, as
it is stated (Psalms 84:11), “For a day in your courts is better than a thousand. | had rather be at
the threshold in the house of my G-d, than dwell in the tents of the wicked.” Midrash
Tanchuma Parshas R'ai Chapter 8
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In the day that | raised My hand to them, to bring them out from the land of Egypt to aland that |
had spied out for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the most desirous of all lands;
Ezekiel 20:6

013D 1IPW O PWAT OPI7X 93 oW INEMY — WATI 2517 NAT PR ROTW TN YR M2 (2
FPOWI ow NPT AN PWHIT PIva — NIRRT 5% 0ax RoOw T8MY 771V 7707 9R
oW 272kt WD NI AW

He chose the Land of Israel because of two considerations: 1) It is aland that is overflowing with
milk and honey, i.e. a land in which all of their material needs will be met, thereby enabling
them to devote themselves to the study of Torah and Divine service. 2) It is the most desirous of
al lands, i.e. in terms of its enhanced spiritual qualities. It is there that the Divine Presence,
Divine Providence, and prophecy is manifest. Malbim, ibid.
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Behold it is written (Jeremiah 3:19), “. . . and give you adesirous land, the finest heritage of the
hosts of nations’ This was a land in which kings and potentates [from all over] built their
paatial estates. Any king or potentate who hadn’'t yet acquired property in the Land of Israel
would say of themselves, “I haven't yet done anything [of significance with my life].” Rabbi
Y ehudah says. Did all of the thirty one kings of old [who were conquered by Y ehoshua] actually
livein the Land of Israel? Rather, just asit is now the custom in Rome that any king or potentate
who hadn’t yet acquired property there would say of themselves, “I haven't yet done anything
[of significance with my life],” so too then, any king or potentate who hadn’t yet acquired
property in the Land of Israel would say of themselves, “I haven't yet done anything [of
significance with my life].” Sifrei Devorim Piska 37
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For the L-rd your G-d brings you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and
depths that spring out of valleys and hills; A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees,
and pomegranates; a land of olive oil, and honey; A land where you shall eat bread without
scarceness, you shall not lack any thing in it; aland whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills
you may dig bronze. Deuteronomy 8:7-9
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For so it happened in the days of Shimon b. Shetah (app. 70 B.C.E.). [At that time] rain fell on
the eve of Wednesdays and Sabbaths so that the grains of wheat came up as large as kidneys and
the grains of barley like the stones of olives, and of the lentils like the golden denarii and they
stored specimens of them for future generations in order to make known unto them the effects of
sin, as it is said (Jeremiah 5:25), “Your iniquities have turned away these things and your sins
have withholden good from you.” Taanis 23a
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And they ascended by the south, and came to Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the
sons of Anak, were. Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt. And they came to
the brook of Eshkol, and cut down from there a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bore
it between two on a pole; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs. . . . And they
told him, and said, We came to the land where you sent us, and surely it flows with milk and
honey; and thisisits fruit. Numbers 13:22-23, 27
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It is quite plausible that Scriptureis coming to shed light on the fulfillment of the spies’ mission
to find out whether the land was, “fat (lush) or lean,” (ibid. 20) as Hebron [and its adjacent
fields] were extremely ancient but were still producing lush and giant fruit asis illustrated by the
cluster of grapes. Most certainly, then, newer areas within the land would be even more
productive. Ramban, ibid.
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Our Rabbis taught: In the blessed years of the Land of Israel a beth seah (an area in which a
se'ah of grain (the equivalent volume of approximately 2.25 gallons) could be planted (i.e. 50
cubits by 50 cubits or some 5625 square feet) yielded fifty thousand kor (a kor equals 30 se'ah,
hence a yield of 50,000 kor equals 1.5 million se'ah for every se' ah planted) though in Zoan,
(Taanis, a maor city in Egypt and at one time the capital,) even in the days of its prosperity, a
beth se'ah yielded [no more than] seventy kor. For it was taught: R. Meir said, | saw in the valley
of Beth Shean that a beth se'ah yielded seventy kor. Now, among all the countries there is none
more fertile than the land of Egypt, for it is said in Scripture (Genesis 13:10), “Like the garden of
the L-rd, like the land of Egypt;” and there is no more fertile spot in all the land of Egypt than
that of Zoan where kings were brought up, for it is written in Scripture (Isaiah 30:4), “For his
princes are at Zoan.” Furthermore, in all the Land of Israel there is no ground more rocky than at
Hebron where the dead were buried. Hebron was nevertheless seven times as fertile as Zoan; for
it is written in Scripture (Numbers 13:22), “And Hebron was built in seven years (or perhaps
times) before Zoan in Egypt,” now what [can be the meaning of] built? If it be suggested that it
was actually built, is it possible, [it may be objected,] that a man (Ham) would build a house for
his younger son (Canaan) before he built one for his elder son (Mizraim), it being stated in
Scriptures (Genesis 10:6), “And the sons of Ham, Cush and Mizraim, and Put and Canaan?’
[The meaning must] consequently be that it was seven times (rather than years) as fertile (i.e.
built up) as Zoan (which would therefore create a yield of 490 kor per planted se’'ah). This refers
to stony ground, but [in ground] where there are no stones [a beth se'ah would yield at least] five
hundred [kor]. This, too, refers to periods when the land was not blessed, but [of the time] when
it was blessed it is written in Scripture (Genesis 26:12), “And Isaac sowed in that land, [and
found in the same year a hundredfold].” . .. R. Hisda stated: What [was meant] by the Scriptural
text (Jeremiah 3:19), “. . . the finest heritage ((or literally: the heritage of the deer) of the hosts of
nations’? Why was the Land of Israel compared to adeer? - To tell you that just as the skin of a

deer (after it has been removed) cannot contain (i.e. cover) its flesh so too, the Land of Israel
cannot contain its produce (i.e. there is not adequate storage space for the produce after
harvesting because of its abundance). Another explanation: As the deer is the swiftest among the
animals so is the Land of Israel the swiftest of al lands in the ripening of its fruit. In case [one
should suggest that] as the deer is swift but his flesh is not fat so is the Land of Israel swift to
ripen but its fruits are not rich, it was explicitly stated in Scripture (Exodus 3:8), “Flowing with
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milk and honey,” [thus indicating that they are] richer than milk and sweeter than honey.
Kesubos 112a
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The Land of Israel is caled “land of the deer” (See Jeremiah 3:19) Just as the skin of the hind
cannot hold its flesh, so the Land of Isragl when it is inhabited can find room but when it is not
inhabited it contracts. Gittin 57a
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Our Rabbis taught: King Agrippa once wished to cast his eyes on the hosts of Isragl. Said he to
the High Priest, Cast your eyes upon the Passover sacrifices. He [thereupon] took a kidney from
each, and six-hundred-thousand pairs of kidneys were found there, twice as many as those who
departed from Egypt, excluding those who were unclean and those who were on a distant
journey; and there was not a single Paschal lamb for which more than ten people had not
registered; and they called it, “ The Passover of the dense throngs.” Pesachim 64b
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Rami b. Yechezkiel once paid a visit to Bene-berak where he saw goats grazing under fig-trees
while honey was flowing from the figs, and milk ran from them, and these mingled with each
other. “Thisisindeed,” he remarked, “the meaning of, “flowing with milk and honey.” R. Y acov
b. Dostai related: From Lod to Ono [is a distance of about] three mil (approximately 9,000 feet).
Once | rose up early in the morning and waded [all that way] up to my ankles in honey of the
figs. Resh Lakish said: | myself saw the flow of the milk and honey of Sepphoris and it extended
[over an area of] sixteen by sixteen mil. Rabbah b. Bar Hana said: | saw the flow of the milk and
honey in al the Land of Israel and [the total area] was equal [to the land extending] from Be
Mikse to the Fort of Tulbanke, [an area of] twenty-two parasangs in length and six parasangs in
breadth. [One parsang is equal to approximately 12,000 feet.] Kesubos 11b-112a.
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. The Spiritua Center of the Earth
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R. Abba then commenced [his eulogy]: Our Master (Rav Huna) was worthy that the Shechinah
(Divine Presence) should abide with him, but [the fact of his being in] Babylon prevented it.
Thereupon R. Nahman, son of R. Hisda - some say it was R. Hanan, son of R. Hisda - referred to
[the text, (Ezekiel 1:3)] “The word of the L-rd came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of
Buzi in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar.” His father tapped him with his sandal,
saying to him: Have | not told you not to worry everybody [with this point]? What is meant by
the [double expression] Hayoh [hayah]? That it had been [had come] before [he came to
Babylon, while he was still in Eretz Yisrael]. Mo-ed Katan 25a
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R. Zerasaid . . . that the atmosphere of the land of Isragl makes one wise. Bava Basra 158b
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Rabbi Nassan said: There is no love greater than the love of Torah and there is no greater source
of wisdom that the Land of Israel and there is no greater beauty than the beauty of Jerusalem.
Avos D’Rabbi Nassan Chapter 28
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Of al of the seven lands that the Holy One, blessed be He, created, He chose only Eretz Yisrael
(the Land of Isragl), asit is stated in Scripture, "The eyes of your G-d are upon the land from the
beginning of the year until the end.” (Deut. 11:12) Another verse reads, "[I said that] | would not
behold G-d in the land of theliving (Isradl)." (Isaiah 38:11) Pirkei D'Rabbi Eliezer Chap. 19
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In the Diasporawe are required to fulfill only those commandments which are a duty of the body
such as tefilin and mezuzos, [not of the land]. The [Sages] explained [that we are commanded to
do so] in order that these mitzvos not be new to us when we return to the land, for, in essence, all
of the mitzvos were meant to be observed by those who dwell in Hashem's land. It is for that
reason that our Sages said in the Sifrei (R'el) [regarding the verse], "And you shall conquer the
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land and settle in there and you shall guard the commandments in order to implement them."
(Deut. 11:31-32), "Dwelling in Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Isragl) is equal to al of the mitzvos of
the Torah. .. ." Ramban's Commentary to L eviticus 18:35
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The following is a quote from the Sefer Chareidim (by R. Elazar Azkari): There is a positive
commandment to live in Eretz Yisragl (the Land of Isragl), asit is stated (Deut. 17:14), "And you
shall conquer it and dwell therein." Our Sages of blessed memory have stated in the Sifrel (R'el
12:29) that this mitzvais equal to all of the mitzvos of the Torah. [In addition] it is stated (See
Kesubos 110b) that anyone who leaves the Land of Israel should be considered like an idolator,
asit is stated (Sam | 26:19), "For they have driven me out this day from having a share in the
inheritance of the L-rd, saying, 'Go, serve other gods."” . . . In addition, the Sefer Chareidim
wrote on page 60, "Every Jew needs to cherish Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Israel) and to come
[back] to it [even] from the ends of the earth. He should be filled with great longing like a child
coming back to the bosom of his mother. . .. It isfitting that those that are near as well as those
who live far away, outside the land, should long for it and desire it, for just as Hashem has
chosen them (the Jewish people), so has He chosen the Land of Isragl and designated it for them.
.. R. Yeshayah Horowitz, Shelah, Shaar HaOsios - Emek Berachah 21-22
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It is well known that prophecy rests only in Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Isragl). There are many
specia qualities that the Land of Israel possesses. One of them is that no outside forces have any
power or control over it, as it is written, "The eyes of Hashem, your G-d, [watch] over it." It is
stated in the Midrash (Shochor Tov) on the verse (Psalms 105:4), "Seek out Hashem and His
strength, always desire His countenance.” Rabbi Y osel ben Chalafta said to Rabbi Yishmael, his
son, "If you desire to behold the Shechinah (the Divine Presence) in this world, involve yourself
in the study of Torah in Eretz Yisragl (the Land of Isragl), asiit is stated, 'Seek out Hashem and
His strength, always desire His countenance.” The explanation is that "His strength” refers to
Torah . . . "Always desire His countenance" is referring to the Land of Isragl as it is stated
regarding it, "The eyes of Hashem, your G-d, always [watch] over it." The Zohar explains an
additional special quality of living in the Land of Isragl: Rabbi Y ehudah said, "Meritorious is the
portion of the one who merits to have his dwelling place in the Holy Land, for all who merit it,
merit that the Heavenly dew above descends below and all who merit to be connected in their
lifetime to that Holy Land will merit to be connected afterwards in the Holy Land above." He
also stated further on, "Not only that, but if he merits thisin his lifetime, he merits that the Holy
Spirit will constantly be drawn upon him. For all of those that dwell in another domain, aforeign
spirit will be drawn upon him." It is evident from the above that the essential devaikus (clinging)
to comprehend the upper worlds can only be accomplished in the Land of Israel, and especialy
in Jerusalem, for Jerusalem below is directly below the Jerusalem above. . . . R. Eliyahu di
Vidash, Sefer Reishis Chachmah, Shaar Teshuva, Chapter 6
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There was an incident that occurred with Rabbi Y ehuda ben Besaira, Rabbi Massia ben Cheresh,
Rabbi Chanina, the nephew of Rabbi Yehoshua, and Rabbi Yonason when they were leaving
Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Israel) to go to Chutz LaAretz (outside the Land). When they reached
Paltum, they remembered Eretz Yisrael. They lifted up their eyes, shed their tears, rent their
garments, and quoted the verse (Deut. 12:29), “[When the L-rd your G-d shall cut off the nations
from before you,] where you go to dispossess them, and live in their land.” [Thereupon,] they
returned and came back to their original place. They said, “Dwelling in the Land of Isragl is
equivalent to al of the Mitzvos of the Torah.” There was [another incident involving] Rabbi
Elazar ben Shemoa and Rabbi Yochanon HaSandler who were traveling towards Netzivin to
study Torah under Rabbi Yehudah ben Besaira. When they reached Sidon, they remembered
Eretz Yisrael. They lifted up their eyes, shed their tears, rent their garments, and quoted the verse
(Deut. 12:29), “[When the L-rd your G-d shall cut off the nations from before you,] where you
go to dispossess them, and live in their land.” [Thereupon,] they returned and came back to their
original place. Sifrel Parshas R’ el Piska 28
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When R. Zerawent up to the Land of Israel and could not find a ferry wherein to cross [a certain
river], he grasped a rope bridge and crossed. Thereupon a certain Sadducee (heretic) sneered at
him: “Hasty people, that put your mouths before your ears, you are still, as ever, clinging to your
hastiness.” “The spot,” the former replied, “which Moshe and Aharon were not worthy [of
entering], who could assure me that | should be worthy [of entering]?’ R. Abba used to kiss the
cliffs of Akko. R. Hanina used to repair itsroads. . . . R. Hiyyab. Gamda rolled himself in its
dust, as it is stated (102:15), “For Thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and love her dust.”
Kesubos 112a-b
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[The spirituality of Eretz Yisrael is that] which forced me out of my land and made me move
from place to place. | forsook my home and abandoned my inheritance; | acted like a raven to
my sons and unfeeling towards my daughters, because | wished to be in the bosom of my mother
(Eretz Yisrael). Ramban in his Discour se on Rosh Hashana

. Dispersion and Destruction
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Y ou shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them; that the land, where
| bring you to dwell in it, vomit you not out. And you shall not walk in the manners of the nation,
which | cast out before you; for they committed all these things, and therefore | loathed them.
But | have said to you, You shall inherit their land, and | will give it to you to possess it, a land
that flows with milk and honey; | am the L-rd your G-d, which have separated you from other
people. L eviticus 20:22-24
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But if you will not listen to Me, and will not do all these commandments; And if you shall
despise My statutes, or if your soul loathes My judgments, so that you will not do all My
commandments, but that you break My covenant; . . . You yourselves | will scatter among the
nations, at the point of My drawn sword, leaving your countryside desolate and your cities in
ruins. Leviticus 26:33
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But it shall come to pass, if you will not listen to the voice of the L-rd your G-d, to take care to
do al His commandments and His statutes which | command you this day; that all these curses
shall come upon you, and overtake you; . . . You will be torn from the land which you are about
to occupy. And G-d shall scatter you among all the peoples from one end of the earth to the
other ... Deuteronomy 28:15, 63-64
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Then | shall scatter you among the nations and disperse you over foreign lands and | will destroy
your impurity from you. Ezekiel 22:15

B. As aresult of the relentless persecutions and forced expulsions, most Jews are but recent
newcomers to their respective lands of residence. 90% of the Jewish people have lived in their
new homes for no more than 100 years. The majority of the large Jewish settlements date back
no more than 50 or 60 years! 75% of Jewry has thus been dispersed throughout over 100 lands
on al five continents. Leschzinsky, " The Jewish Dispersion”
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So devastated will | leave the land that your very enemies who come to dwell in it will stand
aghast at the sight of it. Leviticus 26:32
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Future generations, your own descendants who will rise up after you, as well as the foreigners
who will come from distant lands, they will see the calamities of thisland and the ills with which
the L-rd has smitten it. All its soil being nothing but sulphur and salt, a burnt-out and devastated
waste, unsown and unfruitful, without a blade of grass, destroyed like Sodom and Ammorah,
Admah and Tzeboiim, which G-d overthrew in his furious wrath. All nations shall say, Why has
the L-rd done thus to this land? What does the heat of this great anger mean? Then men shall
say, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the L-rd G-d of their fathers, which He made
with them when He brought them out of the land of Egypt; Deuter onomy 29:21-24

D. We traversed some miles of desolate country whose soil is rich enough but is given
wholly to weeds - a silent, mournful expanse ... A desolation is here that not even imagination
can grace with pomp of life and action. We reached Tabor safely ... We never saw a human
being on the whole route. We pressed on toward the goal of our crusade, renowned Jerusalem.
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The further we went the hotter the sun got and the more rocky and bare, repulsive and dreary the
landscape became . . . Jerusalem is mournful, dreary and lifeless. | would not desire to live here.
It is a hopeless, dreary, heartbroken land ... There was hardly a tree or shrub any where. Even the
olive and the cactus, those fast friends of worthless soil, had ailmost deserted the country. No
landscape exists that is more tiresome to the eye than that which bounds the approach to
Jerusalem. . . . Palestine sits in sackcloth and ashes. Over it broods the spell of a curse that has
withered its field and fettered itsenergies . . . Of all the lands there are for dismal scenery, | think
Palestine must be the prince. The hills are barren, they are dull of color, they are unpicturesque
in shape. The valleys are unsightly, deserts fringed with a feeble vegetation that has an
expression about of it of being sorrowful and despondent. . . . Every outline is harsh, every
feature is distinct, there is perspective-distance works no enchantment here. It is a hopeless,
dreary, heart-broken land. . . . Paestine is desolate and unlovely. And why should it be
otherwise? Can the curse of the D-eity beautify a land? Palestine is no more of this work-day
world. It is sacred to poetry and tradition - it is dream-land. Mark Twain, " The Innocents
Abroad or the New Pilgrims Progress' [Describing histrip to Palestine in 1867]
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R. Abba said: There can be nho more manifest [sign of] redemption than this: viz., what is said
(Ezekiel 36:8), “But you, O mountains of Israel, you shall shoot forth your branches, and yield
your fruit to My people of Isragl; for they will soon be coming.” Sanhedrin 98a



