4.

5.

7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

Where was Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav born and raised
and how did it shape hislife?

Where did R. Nachman achieve his primary spiritual
heights?

How did R. Nachman's trip to Eretz Yisrael affect him?
Why did he visit R. Shneur Zalman in Liozna?

Why did R. Nachman move to Bratzlov?

This and much more will be addressed in the second
lecture of this series; "The Controversia Genius: The Life
and Times of Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlov".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline,
we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series X Lecture#2

THE CONTROVERSIAL GENIUS:
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RABBI NACHMAN OF BRATZLAV

l. Rav Nachman's Early Life
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[R. Nachman] was born in the holy community of Mezhebezh and he entered the
covenant of Abraham on Shabbos HaGadol. According to reports, he was slightly less
than forty years of age when he passed away, in the month of Tishrei, on Tuesday, the
fourth day of Sukkos, in the year 5571 (1810), in the city of Uman, the city which he
chose to be hisfinal resting place. . . . Afterwards, | heard areport that he lived to be only
thirty eight and half. It seems to me that report reflects the truth. Chayay M oharan #104
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| heard from his holy mouth . . . that the essential inspiration that he received that
influenced him to devote hislife to the service of Hashem was through hearing stories
about the tzaddikim (Hassidic masters). He told us that the house of his righteous parents
was frequented by al of the tzaddikim, asthey used to come and visit Mezhebezh, the
resting place of the Baal Shem Tov, of blessed memory and, with rare exception, they
used to stay at his father's home. Asaresult, he heard many stories of the tzaddikim. It
was through these stories that he gained the inspiration to serve Hashem and to
eventually become what he became. Sichos M oharan #138
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Even while he was still a child and sitting before his Rebbi (teacher) he always wanted to
fulfill the verse (Psalms 16:8), "I constantly place Hashem before me," and would exert
himself to picture in front of his eyesthe name of Hashem, blessed be He. But since he
was so focused on this, he didn't concentrate on his lessons and consequently didn't know
them, which made his Rebbi quite angry at him. Shivchai M oharan #2
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He related that he only mastered his studies after great effort. When heinitially studied
Mishna, he failed to comprehend the material and would cry profusely before Hashem
that He enlighten his eyes. He cried so intensely that he finally was able to study Mishna.
Similarly, when afterwards he studied other works and couldn't understand them, he
would continually cry until he merited understanding. This was aso the case when he
studied the Zohar and the writings of the Arizal. . . . He merited it al through the power
of prayer. 1bid. #8
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From his early childhood, he would study with great diligence. He would pay his teacher
three large coins for every folio of the Talmud which he taught him. Thiswasin addition
to the regular salary that his father would pay the teacher. . . . Thisincentive achieved the
desired effect as his teacher taught him many dapim (folios) every day. | bid #4
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He was extremely diligent in his studies and spent much time studying the Talmud,
Poskim, Tanach (the Hebrew Bible), Eyn Y aakov (the Agadata of the Talmud), Zohar
and Tikunim, all of the writings of the Arizal, and many other works of Torah literature
and Mussar. He said that his father possessed in hislibrary al of the small works of
Mussar and that he studied them all. He also spent much time learning the Sefer Raishis
Chochma and stated that he studied it thoroughly countless times. His mastery of all of
these works, according to the limited extent of what we saw, was immeasurable,
especialy in Tanach and Eyn Y aakov, al of the writings of the Arizal, the Zohar and
Tikinum. He was [truly] without an equal. For the entire Torah was completely arranged
in hismind and flowed from him without hesitation. . . . Ibid. #7
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Hiseffortsin Avodah (Divine service), however, and through which he merited his [lofty
levels], were concentrated in prayer of al kinds, i.e. tefilos, techinos, bakoshos, ritzuim,
and piusim, which he constantly prayed and pleaded before Hashem. He sought His favor
and good will, through the many forms of his prayers, to influence Hashem that He bring
him closer to His service. His most potent prayers were those that he prayed in Yiddish.
For that, he would designate a secluded area, away from other people, and would express
himself in the vernacular and would plead before Him using all kinds of arguments and
excuses to convince Him to bring him closer to Hashem's service. His days and years
were devoted to this activity. [Asachild,] he would seclude himself in the attic of his
father's house, right below the roof, in aroom whose wall was made of reeds, which was
used to store straw and animal fodder, and say Psalms. He would cry out quietly to
Hashem that He give him the merit of bringing him close to Him. He prayed in any
manner and text that was available to him, i.e. Psalms, Sefer Shaarel Tzion (a collection
of prayers and tikkunim based upon the writings of the Arizal), the special prayers that
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were printed in the large Siddurim (prayer books), anything he could get his hands on,
including special prayersin Yiddish. . . . Besides al of that, he would compose his own
prayersin Yiddish and would pray and plead before Hashem that he give him the merit of
serving Him. | expressly heard from him that that which he merited was due to these
prayers. 1bid. #10
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He would perform all of his Divine service in a simple manner, without any chochmos
(sophistication or Kabbalistic formulation), and in secrecy. Once he was outside, [in
public view,] he would intentionaly act immaturely and participate in all kinds of playful
and wild acts to such an extent that no one would entertain the thought that he had any
desire to serve Hashem. Early in his youth, he would take some large coins and convert
them into small change and would secretly make his way into the synagogue through a
window or some similar manner and would take the Sefer Shaarel Tzion and would say,
"L'Shem Yichud" (for the specific intention) of performing this act as amitzvah and
would take one of the small coins and toss it into the receptacle marked, "Matan b'seser”
... Hewould do this over and over again in the same manner until he had tossed all of
his coinsinto the container. His intention was to perform as many mitzvos as possible,
for his approach to Divine service was very simplistic. Even though he was a tremendous
scholar and he possessed an extraordinary measure of wisdom, even when he was very
young, asiswell known, he continued to serve Hashem in this ssmple manner, i.e.
learning much Torah, performing the mitzvos, spending much timein prayer and in
seclusion where he would intimately talk to Hashem. This was indeed a product of his
great wisdom. He realized that one should approach Hashem with simplicity without a
show of wisdom. . .. Ibid. #13
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When he was yet a child, he decided to abstain from the pleasures of this world and to rid
himself of his desire for food. Because he was still immature, he felt that it would be
impossible for him to eat any less than what he was accustomed and, as a consequence,
he decided to swallow his food without first chewing it in order that he feel no pleasure.
As aresult, the unchewed food caused an irritation of the throat and esophagus and it
swelled up. He said that hewas only six at thetime. ... Ibid. #1
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When he was still a child, he would constantly visit the grave of the Baal Shem Tov, of
blessed memory, to ask him to help him draw closer to Hashem. He would go there at
nights, even in the winter, when it was extremely cold. Afterwards, he would go and
immerse himself in the mikveh. There were actually two mikvehs [in Mezhebezh], one
located inside the bathhouse and one on the outside. He chose to go to the one on the
outside, even though the temperature outside was so frigid and he himself was aready
nearly frozen from the bitter cold, for it was quite far from his house to the cemetery as
well as from the cemetery to the mikveh and he spent much time at the grave site. This he
did in order to afflict himself. | heard from someone who directly heard from R.
Nachman that he was only six at the time when he initiated these practices. He did all of
this in such secrecy that once, in the winter, when he came back from the mikveh and his
peyos (side curls) were still wet from the water, the people who observed him thought
that he had just washed his hair and thought him to be immature or dimwitted to wash his
hair in the middle of the winter. They had no ideathat he had gone to the mikveh.

Ibid. #19
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Afterwards, when he had matured further and had reached the age of thirteen, his uncle,
the holy Rabbi, R. Ephraim, of blessed memory, the Chief Rabbi of the holy community
of Sidelkov, invited him to come to him. He told him the verse (Psalms 2:7), "Today |
have given birth to you," [which refers to the Bar Mitzvah, asis stated in the holy books,
see Rashi, ibid. and Zohar Chadash 10] He told him some moral teachings which [R.
Nachman] held in great esteem. Shortly afterwards, he entered into marriage. As soon as
he got married, he was enthused with a great passion and longing to served Hashem and
continued to grow spiritually day by day. I bid. #3
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From the day that he was born till the time he became Bar Mitzvah (thirteen) and
married, he lived in the holy community of Mezhebezh. . . . He was married in the city of
Medvedevkato the daughter of the famed Rabbinic scholar and businessman, R.
Ephraim, z"l. His distinguished father in law was originally from Zaslow, but eventually
moved to Osiatin and the other villages which surrounded M edvedevka, which he
controlled. His good name was known by al of the Tzaddikim (Hassidic Rebbes) for they
would al come to him to be his guest, for he was very prestigious. Chayei Moharan
#105
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As soon as he got married, he developed a passionate desire to serve Hashem. It was then
that he became close to R. Shimon b. R. Ber. From that time on, while he was in these
villages, he would be engrossed in the service of Hashem and would expend superhuman
effort to concentrate onit. . . . At times, he would travel to Mezhebezh and back. He
would spend time trying to influence the young men of his area and would arouse in them
astrong desire to serve Hashem. During this whole period, while still in hisfather in
law's house, he would fast and toil in the service of Hashem and overcome countless
challenges. He slowly began to gather afollowing, all of this before he reached the age of
twenty. Ibid.
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While hewas still living with his father in law, when he would desire to speak to the Baal
Shem Tov, z'l, he would go to the grave site of the renowned tzaddik, R. Y eshaya of

Y anov, z'l, which was located in Smela, a town adjacent to Medvedevka. He would
speak to the tzaddik and ask him to go and inform the Baal Shem Tov, z"l, of his request
on hisbehalf. Shivchei M oharan #20
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The village of Osiatin, adjacent to Medvedevka, where his father in law,z"l, lived, was
where R. Nachman achieved his primary spiritual heights. At times, he would go to the
large stream that was near by, which was flanked on both sides with reeds and rushes,
and take a small boat and go into the water. Even though he couldn't navigate the boat
very well, hewould let it float down stream, past the reeds and rushes until he was out of
view, where he then was involved in his spritual activities, i.e. his prayer and meditation,
and thereby merited the lofty levels which he reached. Sichos M oharan #117
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In his youth, upon coming home, after having secluded himself in the forest or the field,
he looked at the whole world in anew light, entirely different from how he had
previously viewed it. Chayei M oharan #107
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| heard that he had already related to someone that he had learned through the Shulchan
Aruch three times. Thefirst time on asimple level. The next time in greater depth,
mastering the sources of all of the rulings, i.e. Gemora, Rashi, or Tosephos. The third
time he learned it through, he merited to uncover the underlying Cabbalistic principles
upon which they are based. According to the report, he had done all of this while still a
youth, for afterwards he kept on reviewing it many times over. He would aways
constantly learn atremendous amount [on adaily basig] until the very end of hislife,
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even during the severe sickness from which he died, even though he was heavily
involved in the community, bringing us closer to the service of Hashem, and giving
adviceto help usin all of our affairs. . . . His mind would also be constantly active,
discovering new and awesome truths. Despite al of this, he would devote much time to
the study of Torah on a superficia level with complete concentration on his studies. . . .
He would constantly study with astounding speed. In an hour, he would learn many folios
of Posek (Shulchan Aruch) with all of the commentaries on the side, i.e. Turei Zahav,
Mogen Avraham, B'er HaGolah, Pri Chadash, Ateres Z'kainim, depending on the volume.
He stated that during the time that the people used to spend in preparation to daven
(pray), and during the period right before they would all gather together in the
synagogue, he would review four folios Posek. Everything he learned was done with
alacrity. . . . One time our master, of blessed memory, enumerated all that a person should
study during a day, [something for which a day clearly doesn't suffice]. He said that one
should review the entire Talmud each year together with the commentaries of Rif (R.
Yitzchak Alfasi), and Rosh (Rabbainu Asher ben Y echiel); Shulchan Aruch with the
commentaries, al of the Medrashim, all of the Zoharic literature, i.e. Zohar, Tikkunim,
Zohar Chadash, and all of the Kabbalistic writings of the Arizal. In addition, one should
spend some time every day studying in depth. He also enumerated other things, i.e. one
should say Tehilim every day and many special techinos [prayers]. ... Healso said that
one shouldn't become alarmed that he had made the demand that one should learn so
much each day because, even if one doesn't merit to study so much, he can still truly
become an upright person. Thisis something that he had already stated, i.e. that one
could become an upright individual even though he doesn't know any Torah learning at
al. He could even attain the level of atzaddik without being alamdan (Talmudic
scholar). He can't become a person with broad comprehension, however, if heis not an
expert in Gemora, Rashi, and Tosephos. . . . "It isnot incumbent upon you to finish the
work, but neither are you free to cease from trying." (Avos 2:16) Sichos Moharan #76
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He would fast repeatedly, and very often an entire week at atime, from Shabbosto
Shabbos. All this he did while he was not yet twenty. At times, he fasted from Shabbosto
Shabbos two times in arow. Even though he was very delicate by nature and extremely
thin, he showed absolutely no concern for his physical welfare but, rather, he continually
fasted and underwent self mortification. During one year, he fasted and abstained from
food for the entire week eighteen times. Shivchel M oharan #9
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Despite the fact that he fasted so often, no one was aware of this practice, not even his
father, mother or relatives. Only his wife was aware of it and he made her swear that she
would not reveal it to anyone. He devised many different schemesin order to conceal and
hide the fact that he was fasting. Shivchei Moharan #19
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He said that he would repeatedly picture in his mind the process of death and would
concentrate on it until he truly felt what death islike. | also heard from him that, in his
youth, he would imagine his own death and how they would cry at hisfunera. ... Sichos
M ohar an #190
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R. Nachman put his essential efforts in the service of Hashem during the time that he was
in Osiatin and Medvedevka. He experienced great struggles every day and even every
hour until he finally subdued every defective character trait and every desire. Chayel
M oharan #109
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| heard from R. Yudel, zt"l, that he heard from our master, z"'l, that he prided himself that
he was unique in that he completely subdued his desires at such a young age, something
that is unprecedented. There were many Tzaddikim who rid themselves of their desires,
but they accomplished this only in their old age. He then went on to cite the names of
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different great Tzaddikim who successfully transcended their desires, but only at an
advanced age. [He stated,] "For such ayoung person, like myself, to have subdued his
desireswhile still ayouth istotally unprecedented.” . .. He began to relate how he was
distant from any desire. He said that, for him, food istotally revolting. At meal time, it is
very difficult for him to eat and when he thinks about the ultimate end product of the
food, eating becomes very detestable and he forces himself to stop thinking about it. For
this reason, he would often talk in the middle of the meal in order to distract his mind and
to take alittle into his body in order that it function. . . . He also stated that regarding
curbing one's desire for marital relations that he wasaso unique. ... SichosMoharan
#171

. Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
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One cannot begin to fathom his superhuman efforts to fast, very often for aweek at a
time, and his self mortification, and the years he spent in seclusion. . . . But evento a
greater extent did he sanctify himself to an awesome degree by experiencing the sanctity
of Eretz Yisrael, for which herisked hislife. He traveled there at atime of war . . . and
underwent a plethora of challenging experiences. It is akin to the Midrash regarding a
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flax processor. [If theflax is brittle, then excessive pounding will destroy it. If, however,
it isof good quality, then the more it is beaten, the better it becomes. So too, regarding
people. An evil person cannot withstand excessive tests. The righteous, however, can be
constantly tested and they will stand up to the tests.] . . . Through this, he merited his
lofty levelsin hidden spheres and in areas that were obvious. For, besides the spiritual
heights which he merited, which are hidden from the view of any living creature, there
were things that were obviously affected by this experience. For instance, the Torah
which herevealed after histravels to Eretz Yisragl was immeasurably greater than the
Torah which he revealed before that, which in itself was astounding and awesome. Most
of this Sefer reflects the Torah which was revealed after hisbeing in Eretz Yisragl.
Prefaceto Likutei Moharan
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When his family heard of [hisintended journey to Eretz Yisrael] they all broke out in
tears and cried for many days. He had no compassion upon them and told them that he
had no choice. Come what may, he had firmly made up his mind to travel there, for the
greatest part of his being was aready there. He stated, "Even though | am aware of the
countless obstacles and hindrances that | will encounter, | still remain firm in my desire
to travel to Eretz Yisrael. Aslong as my soul iswithin me, | will do everything that is
humanly possible to get there and Hashem in turn will do what ever isright in his eyes."
(See Samuel | 3:18). Shivchel Moharan Seder Nisiuso L'Eretz Yisrael #6
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Before he cameto Eretz Yisrael, he suffered much pain and experienced tremendous
obstacles which are too many to enumerate. In Istanbul, he affected unimaginable
childish behavior. He dressed in torn clothing, went around barefoot, without a hat,
wearing only a skullcap, and wandered around like the lowliest of society. . . . He
engaged in mock warfare against others. . . and other similar childish games and
activities, which are beyond description. It so happened that at the same time there were
two men in Istanbul from our area who were on their way home from Eretz Yisrael. . . .
They met him but didn't recognize him. [R. Nachman)] craftily gave them the impression
that he was a suspicious character, G-d forbid. For several consecutive days, they insulted
him in every way. He accepted upon himself all of the insults and, on the contrary, even
mani pulated them so that they would humiliate him. Our master, z'l, stated that, without
his self imposed extreme childishness and the above mentioned humiliations, it would
have been impossible for him to have come to Eretz Yisrael due to the obstacles that
were in hisway. Everywhere he came, there were epidemics and maor wars; the French
were in the vicinity of Eretz Yisragl at the time. It isimpossible to describe the many
obstacles that he encountered. [R. Nachman] said that the Besht, z"'l, and the Gaon, R.
Naphtali, z"'l, were unable to come to Eretz Yisrael because of the obstacles they
encountered and he too encountered the same obstacles but he withstood them. Thiswas
to due, to great measure, to the childishness that he affected and, without it, it would have
been impossible. | heard in the name of our master, z"l, that before a person can achieve
gadlus (greatness) he must first fall to alevel of katnus (ignobility). Since [being in]

Eretz Yisrael [can bring to] the greatest of al heights, the Baal Shem Tov, z"l, was not
able to come there, as he couldn't lower himself to such childish behavior. Chayei
Moharan #139, 140
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They departed from Istanbul and came on the eve of "Z'chor bris’ (the day before Rosh
Hashana when that prayer of selichosis recited) to the holy city of Haifa. They stood
near Mount Carmel opposite the cave of Eliyahu. Early in the morning, al of the people
recited Selichos with great joy [for having arrived in Eretz Yisragl just in time].
Afterwards, they davened Shachris (recited the Morning Prayer) and then they all
proceeded to go to the holy city of Haifa, men, women and children. It was then that our
holy teacher, z'l, entered the Holy Land and came to the place which he longed for and
desired with such great passion and for which he placed hislife in danger so many
countless times. The human brain cannot begin to fathom the depths of the joy that he felt
at that moment. . . . for, all at once, as soon as he had walked but four cubitsin the Holy
Land, he achieved all that he had originally set out to achieve. In the early afternoon, they
went to the mikveh (ritual bath) and afterwards to the synagogue and waited there until
nightfall. When our master, z'l, came to his place of lodging he was bursting with joy
and repeatedly told his attendant, "How fortunate you are to be with me at this moment!"
He then told him to read the list of the names of his followers who had submitted their
names [that he pray for them]. They ate there the Rosh Hashanameal and continued to
rejoice until they fell asleep. In the morning, they went to the synagogue and, after they
came home from the services, [R. Nachman] was overcome with severe depression and
anxiety and didn't speak at al to anyone.  Shivchei Moharan Seder Nisiuso L'Eretz
Yisrael #15

D.
yo1% %17 7°7 XYY .I0°2% 790 1A% 715727 39797 137 I 707 7w WX R 590

IV 72 TRD I IDOI T INY PIW WORT X L7772 X1 noxh XY ,0pn 0wb HH
NoX1 DAWPT YRIWC PIR CWIRD YAWI WRD {90 X . . . HRIWY PIR NP2
DR Wpab ,ow WK DR I 0°21747 LW L7152 R ,7972R 119757 ,1129W 7171203
NIIAR 12 IR0, POR 71D 09 HY 79930 WIR IR .OTPOR YOUW ,79925 139757 ,1031
DY mawn XD X371 .0139077 A0 DY 77720 X127 I0IR oowpan 0210w 00 IR Y21
37998 Dw 77vnb ,0nmy 97 11°37 037 ,07997 95 9997 N30 TYInt A . . L L 9o
P71 .995 anw o0 kDRI LDIPINMI PTIPTY 9973 0w 02990 5O Wy owl J.X°217
7T M DAY W WORT DR H737 ART 237 297 YR 92w 2939 79972 7vIDna ow v
NAPW3A 033 L7277 20 OX YT /T ANY Y 7IW0 WX (7 NAxYa RN 0T n Dy
11757 RIT 000N DWIR QW PRAW DIDI LA AW PTIPI NIDRI WY 71N
ND¥H337 VIS QW AW* P71 ,7BPN DW NIWYY [X¥1 X1 ,N03137 N°33 15 03 7 19720
VW 5931 NY 932 %17 7AW 7m HYDY 71w 0P 297 °D DY 19 07 1977 IWR) WKRA
WORT? MR 77N NARY IR (PR IR AWK 1197 Ovd H33 T8N 1awa 35 W 7w
NYTA 7777 79 °D DY X7 ,715917 230 NPT TR DY ONXw 7m *nbyb owi T2 ny i
JIRD PN 93°02% nIveoa Ak 11¥72 IWOYI ORIWY IR 2320 Nanmn RS AntenaD
,10°2% Y012 [XM7 ,1HR YWY 1Y PIW WORT TR RPY :7123007 730007 15w 72 19 Y



Series X 15 Lecture #2

MIRNA INRW NRM :71373% 113757 ,9127 17 20w /197 71203 DPRR INRIW R 03
927 oW SY 7297 wpynak *2ab v 1977 05 .owb 0mn dwI 17 ,777ava nnb
7992V waR 1357 7297 537 .29 nyY owh X3 ,7730 wIRT 1YL 0070 10wy VI
55 Jw> 77 KDY 171295 NAW V7322 OpxY Wb 729 KX 1 0191 177,10 Daph
327957 PO°%R DIAR 2977 9379 DONIDAT WITRT 297 POR 1HW L L . LT nnn 7990
22wy 19w 92 10D 19RR 7w v m XIT 13 DY DR XIT TR0 0P WK ,79935
71253 19237 9737 prIxnR T om1 PHR 9% InvTa 7oh AT XPAw 715725 119997 1329
297 PIW 29307 7AART PR LIRD TR 73T 73037 7907 72ARAT TIRD TR 91T
I3 WBR X ,7373% 17137 ,WITPT 1127 T2 oy H7I7 O77aR 297 I wITpn
TAYW WHR R W L7572 I1IOT 9137 W LIDXR JOIRNW 1°ID NWI 1507
naw Sy 193p7 ,32°awa AW anm 0127 APXR 7T DOX NAw DY X LIDER NIveapa
Y2IX PEPY,INIR TI1°W IWRI PR 713727 113757 1127 195 naw 225371 ma nws PIwRI
SNRW M 77272 WK 797 KDY HITA NI27NR 9377 .91 77972 10K 1391 NNk
X27,71572% 117757 290 QW H¥a7 YT 2152 DOW NN 1R PR MRW IWHW 1127 102 IR
MY WK ADOWS oM 713 ,7572% 11177 1127 OV PRW WORT DR X INIR T12% 7x1
77N MROW ,77392% 1391797 ,3337 DR D737 PR wRAY 79173 Annw 77Ivon nywa ow
OWHWY I ATV T 191 1IN XY D737 prIXT K LIOR DIW3A X7 KDY
72173 pYEIY D173 NI2TPNna 0 D70 onnaR 297 3379 IR HW 77900 DAY
117957 91277 .77AN° XTI NTIAY PY XIT D 070 77020 7 .712T DWW YWD RDY
157 SNYMAW IR 03 :INPAIT PRW BYND ,TIV °73 W 77INT DM 7AW 77,7992
M3 SR RO 0% MR D737 077AR 297 93799 pUIRAR P 0 DInbww nRw wITpn

n7o—=1710 QW 9730 WITRT PYI87 DER 27 X7 nInbw Dar ,ooprTx

Right after Rosh Hashana, our master, z"l, expressed his desire to immediately return
back home. He had absolutely no desireto travel anyplace, not to Safed nor to Tiberias.
His attendant, however, had avery strong desire to feast his eyes on the sites of Eretz
Yisradl. . . . Assoon as the residents of Safed and Tiberias heard that our master had
arrived, the great scholars and Tzaddikim who resided there sent messengers to Haifato
beseech our master, z'l, that he travel and come to see them. The emissaries from
Tiberias arrived right before Y om Kippur and brought with them letters from the great
Tzaddikim that he come to them for the holiday of Sukkos. He didn't pay, [however,] any
attention to their request. . . . On Chol HaMo'ed (the intermediate days of) Sukkos, the
entire community, including our master, went to the cave of Eliyahu HaNavi (Elijah, the
prophet) and rejoiced, danced and formed circles. [R. Nachman, however,] did not feel
any joy. Hejust sat there with great humility and with abroken heart. Rabbi Zev [Wolf of
Charni-Ostrov, a distinguished disciple of the Magid of Mezrich, who was with the group
who had arrived from Istanbul took notice and] asked [R. Nachman's] attendant, why he
continued to be so despondent. . . . Even on Simchas Torah, while everyone wasin the
midst of the customary dancing and rejoicing, especially the Chasidim who were present,
[R. Nachman], z"l, who was also present, did not participate but sat there in humility and
with a bent head (submissive posture), as was his custom before he merited to effect that
which he desired. After Simchas Torah, he told his attendant, "Blessed be Hashem, for |
accomplished that which | desired in the best possible manner. Even though | had
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previously decided to tarry alittle longer because of my deep feelings towards Eretz
Yisrael, | now want to travel back home. Therefore, go and book passage on a boat which
will be traveling to Istanbul.” The attendant had no desire to listen to him and
immediately go back home, for he wanted to be in Tiberias etc. Our master, z"'l, replied,
"Since you have such a strong desire to bein Tiberias, go and hire donkey driversto take
usthere” (as[R. Nachman] would never stubbornly persist to have his own way). [The
attendant] went ahead and hired the donkey drivers and the entourage arrived [in
Tiberias] before nightfall. Throughout the entire night, residents of Tiberias cameto his
lodging; as soon as one left, another arrived. Many of them expressly put on their
Shabbos clothes in his honor. Asaresult, [R. Nachman] did not sleep the entire night. . . .
The famed holy Rabbi, R. Avraham of Kalisk, z"l, sent him a message excusing himself
for not personally coming, as he had only recently undergone a medical procedure (blood
letting). Our master, z"'l, replied that he was planning, in any case, to personally visit him.
Soon afterwards, [R. Nachman] went to that tzaddik who received him very graciously
and with great love and affection. One cannot begin to relate the intense love and
endearment that R. Avraham had for our honored master, z'l. [R. Avraham] beseeched
[R. Nachman)] to stay with him but he declined to stay permanently with him. He did
accept, however, hisinvitation to stay with him for one Shabbos. The next day [R.
Avraham] sent someone to pick him up and hosted him for the very first Shabbos,
Shabbos Parshas Noach. On the night of Shabbos, our master bent his head so that [R.
Avraham] should bless him, but [R. Avraham] jumped back four cubits with great
trepidation and spoke with such emotion that it was impossible to understand him. He
only understood hisfinal remark, "O how we are embarrassed to be in the presence of the
progeny of the Baal Shem Tov, z'l." [Consequently,] he refused to bless him. He did
agree, however, to bless [R. Nachman's] attendant who [also] bent his head towards him.
There was great joy at that meal and the tzaddik, [R. Avraham,] asked our master to
deliver a Torah discourse. He refused, however, in no uncertain terms, and the tzaddik,
[R. Avraham,] himself delivered the discourse. The same pattern was repeated for the
second and third meals. The tzaddik, our master, R. Avraham, delivered his discourses
with great passion and in aloud shrieking voice. As aresult, nothing could be clearly
understood. Only at the very end did he [clearly] finish off his discourse with the words,
"Thisisthe essence of the service of the Creator." Our master, z'l, would praise and
acclaim his Torah insights, and stated that they were beyond comparison and thereis
amost no one like them. | dso heard from him . . ., "'l have seen many Tzaddikim but
only the holy tzaddik R. Avraham actually achieved perfection." Ibid. #16-18
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Our master, z'l, went to the grave site of his grandfather, Rabbi Nachman [Horodenker],
Z'l. He also hired donkey drivers and they traveled to all of the [burial] caves. . .. Then
[finally] our master ordered his attendant to go to Haifa and book passage on a boat that
would take him out of the country. While the attendant was there, a ship arrived bringing
the renowned Gaon and chasid of the community of Shepitovka aswell as Rabbinic
emissaries, [who were returning from their fund raising mission]. They were afraid,
however, to bring the money that they raised back to Tiberias as there was a [feared]
informant there at the time. They were forced to hand over their money to [R.
Nachman's] attendant [who was above suspicion]. . . As aresult, [before he was able to
rent space in the boat,] he was forced to return to Tiberias with the money. When he
came back to Tiberias, our master, z"l, said, "It seems that Hashem still wants usto
remainin Eretz Yisrael for awhile." He then told him to hire donkey drivers to take him
to Jerusalem, the holy city. When the saintly Rav of Kalisk heard of this, he beseeched
him not to go there. When the Tzaddik of Shepitovka came to Tiberias, he made a great
feast that night in honor of our master, z"'l, and showed him much endearment. They then
spoke in private, no one was present at the time. But as aresult, our master made peace
between the holy Rav of Shepitovka and the holy Rav of Kalisk. Shortly afterwards, an
epidemic broke out in the city and he was forced to flee his lodging and seek another
lodging. Afterwards, the plague spread there as well and he was forced to flee Tiberias.
Hisflight from Tiberias in the midst of an epidemic was fraught with danger, for the
city's gate was locked and he was forced to evacuate the city via a cave that led to the
city'swall which was adjacent to the shore of the Kineret. He wanted to climb up to the
top of the wall and go down from there to the other side. As he was about to descend, and
he was hanging on the other side of the wall, he took a look and realized that the seawas
right below him. He then lifted his heart to Hashem and Hashem saved him in his mercy.
He departed the city in peace and made his way to the holy city of Safed where he stayed
afew days until he received the report that the French were about to attack Acre.  Ibid.
#19
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The immensity of the danger in which they found themselves on their returnis
indescribable. The ship that they boarded was actually a warship which wasfilled with
Turks. They were the only Jews on board. The Turks, especially Turkish fighters, would
asarule abduct Jews and sell them at adistant port as slaves. Our master, z'l, was greatly
fearful of this. ... Theship arrived on the fourteenth day of Nissan on the island of
Rhodes. They realized that it was inhabited by Jews and they could purchase there
matzos for Passover and the four cups. 1 bid. #22
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On thefirst day of Chol HaMo'ed, [R. Nachman's] attendant went to the Chacham (Chief
Rabbi) who ordered him to secretly remove all of their money from the ship and bring it
into the city, so that the [Turks] would not steal their money, and he complied.
Afterwards, the Chacham, together with two wealthy members of the community, spoke
with the ship's captain and said, "Deliver us these two souls." He replied, "What
connection do you have with these people? | took possession of them myself!" He then
proceeded to give them a detailed acount of the difficulties that they encountered on the
way and told them, "That is not all. There wasn't an instant that they didn't experience
danger. We could have drowned these souls or sold them to Moslems and taken
possession of all of their belongings and money and no one would have said anything in
protest. But what can we do, for they carry with them amazal (good fortune) that reaches
unto the heart of the Heavens. Not only did G-d make a miracle on their behalf so that the
ship arrived here so quickly, but G-d also took control of my mind and my better
judgment and | let one of them enter this city. Because of [all of] this, | certainly have no
right to take their money. To pacify my servants, however, give me two hundred thaler
and take them off the ship." And that is what happened. They immediately gave him the
money, as he demanded, and they saved them from death or slavery. 1bid. #24
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After the holiday [of Passover], they booked passage on a ship going to Istanbul and the
community gave them aletter of recommendation so that if they would be in need of
assistance, G-d forbid, the Jews in whichever city they would find themselves would help
them out. Unbeknownst to them, the ship which they took was filled with many Greeks
amongst whom an epidemic had broken out. Although they were unaware of the reason,
they saw that people were dying on the ship. Blessed be Hashem that a strong wind
swiftly carried them to port and they arrived on Tuesday in the holy community of
Istanbul. They were there for the next ten days . . . and then traveled towards the city of
Galati (Romania, on the Danube). When the ship reached a city on an island (Seprans
Island) in the middle of the Black Sea, they were taken off the ship and placed in aprison
and were each forced to pay four rubles as ransom. Except for turbulence on the sea,
which occurred severa times, the trip afterwards was without incident. A ship full of
Greeks that was traveling nearby sunk, however, drowning nearly all the passengers.
Hashem in his compassion led [the master and his attendant] to their destination and they
arrived in peace for the holiday of Shavuos. I bid. #25
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They traveled home from Galati by way of lasi (Romania), but there was an epidemic
there at the time. Everywhere they went, from city to city and town to town, they
experienced great suffering. It was aso difficult for them to cross the border because of
the widespread epidemic [because the border guards were reluctant to let anyone] coming
from those areas [through] even if they were willing to remain quarantined [for the
requisite time]. Hashem, however, aided them and they were saved from all difficulties,
i.e. the plagues, war, starvation, thirst, and captivity, which they experienced. Through
Hashem'skindnessthey . . . returned in peace in all aspects, physicaly, materialy, and
spiritually, for he merited in Eretz Yisrael to reach infinitely lofty heights. I bid. #26
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To all who knew him, he was renown for his extraordinary inate goodness, for he was the
embodiment of goodness, without any hint of impatience or anger. . . . He merited this
while being in Eretz Yisrael. Shivchel M oharan #22

[1. Rav Nachman's Diplomacy
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As soon as he came back from Eretz Yisrael, he traveled to the holy city of Liadi
(Liozna), to the Rav, the chasid, the famed Gaon, Rav Shneur Zalman, ztk"l, and spoke to
him at length regarding the situation of the peoplein Eretz Yisrael, for when our master,
Z'l, was there they prevailed upon him to be there [and speak to R. Shneur Zalman].
Chayei Moharan #113
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... Wedon't know what the end will be. Behold we are confused here in this land due to
the great suffering and anxiety that we experience. We are constantly awaiting Hashem's
salvation, for we are not yet saved in any sense of the term. We also have no knowledge
of what happened in Raissin (Belarus) concerning thisissue after his Torah highness
traveled there. . . . We are looking forward to your informing us of all that you did there.
Y ou should know that we are still in debt to the local ruler and they are all forcing us to
pay and it is very difficult to bear their scaretactics. It is with miracles and wonders that
[we survive and] Hashem lets us bear this constant pressure. | await Hashem who is
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hiding His face from us and | have faith in His salvation and in Him do | hope. May He
come back and have compassion upon us. Just as we have suffered so will He give us
rgoicing. Letter from HaRav HaGaon R. Avraham of Kalisk to R. Nachman,
Chayei M oharan #150
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The subject of the conversation that was held at the meal was the great controversy
between some renowned [Rabbis| regarding the monies collected on behalf of the
community in Eretz Yisrael. This one held a certain opinion about the distribution of the
funds and the other held a different opinion. Some of them had certain personal biases as
the issue affected their prestige. This one wanted the emissary to stay with him and the
other wanted the emissary to stay with him. Even in Eretz Yisrael itself there was a great
controversy regarding these issues as is known to those who are knowledgabl e, especially
[R. Nachman] z"'l, who was there himself. Chayel M oharan #47

IV.  Rav Nachman and the Shpoler Zeida
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When they arrived in Shpola, [on their return trip from Eretz Yisrael,] they put on their
own clothes, [having disguised themselves as merchants in order to cross the border].
They visited the Shpoler Zeida who was | ater to become a great opponent of R.
Nachman. At that time, however, the Shpoler Zeida was not yet opposed to him. On the
contrary, there was great |ove between them and the Shpoler Zeida received him with the
utmost respect and affection. He made a joyous festive meal in his honor and they both
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sat at the table all night together with other people who were esteemed in the Shpoler
Zeidaseyes. ... The Shpoler Zeida asked whoever came there to be his witness and said
to him, "You can attest to the fact that | never eat an evening meal. But tonight, because
of my great love for this esteemed visitor for whom I have so much affection and respect
and because of the tremendous joy and delight | take in hisvisit, am | eating together
with him. | cannot contain myself for happiness!” The next morning they continued
talking with love and great affection, for there was aways great |ove between them until
our master, z'l, moved from Medvedevkato Zlatapolia, which occurred about ayear and
ahalf after our master, z'l, returned from Eretz Yisrael. It was then that informants and
scandal mongers went to the Shpoler Zaida and spoke so poisonously that the Shpoler
Zaida became his enemy and the Evil One made him hisinstrument and the controversy
led to the most terrible consequences. Chayel M ohar an #146
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The Shpoler Zaida treated [R. Nachman] with the greatest respect until our master, z"'l,
cameto Zlatapolia . . . thiswas about ayear and a half after our master, z'l, returned back
from Eretz Yisrad. | bid. #114
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Oneday in the year 5560 (1800), our master, z'l, . . . decided that he needed to relocate
to the community of Zlatapolia. . . . Towards the end of the year, right before Rosh
Hashana, hetraveled . . . to Zlatapolia. . . and relocated there. . . . The people of the
community received him with great honor. ... [On Y om Kippur of that year] the Neila
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service was conducted by a certain person who did not meet the our master's approval. In
the middle of the service, he became dumbstruck and, despite al efforts, couldn't open
his mouth. He was forced to step down, to his great embarrassment, and someone else
took hisplace. .. .[R. Nachman spoke at the meal, following the fast,] and said that he
had wanted to concentrate his prayers to annul the Pripinatzia decrees (which the Russian
government was planning that would have deprived Jews, who were land agents, of their
livelihood). "If you only knew how Samael (Satan) was standing in the way of any holy
endeavor and how he was successful in creating obstacles and turmoil! So, when this
[unqualified] man got up to pray, | pushed him away." Because of this incident, the man
became furious with our master, z"l, and traveled to the holy community of Shpola and
denounced our master, z'l, before [R. Aryeh Leib], the Shpoler Zaida, until he initiated
the great conflict with our master, z'l. It was then that the terrible conflict began and it
reached the point where almost the entire town was opposed to our master, z'l. The
enormous extent of the conflict and the suffering that he experienced are indescribable. It
was akin to sitting on thorns. After Sukkos, the Shpoler Zaida traveled to Zlatapolia and
spoke against [R. Nachman] without any restraint until he stirred up tremendous
opposition against him. Prior to this, he had love for our master, z"l, and the Shpoler
Zaida showed him much deference and was very submissive. However, now that our
master, z"l, was within two parasangs (five miles) of him and also because of the
tremendous slander, as was stated above, this precipitated tremendous opposition to [R.
Nachman], to the extent that they fabricated the most unimaginable calumnies. [Despite
al of this] our master, z'l, said that he was forced to stay there by the will of Heaven, for
he was remedying the sin of Y erovom ben Nevat (Kings| 2:25). ... Heremained there
for two straight years and drew alarge number of people closer to Hashem. . . . During
this time, he delivered many awesome and elevated Torah discourses. Chayel Moharan
Ibid.
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The renowned Gaon of Shepitevka, z"'l, uttered terrible curses against those scandal
mongers and said, "May their tongues hang down to their navels. . . (See Sotah 35a)"
When our master, z"l, heard about the opposition against him and about the fantastic
fabrications, the master, z"'l, said that he was very pained that this [role] was given over
tohim. ... Ibid. #146
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In the year 5562 (1802), in the month of Elul, [R. Nachman] arrived in Bratzlov. He came
here for Shabbos, Parshas Ki Saitzai. . . . [When he left Zlatapolia, when the carriages
had arrived from Bratsov, . . . he said, "l suffered here a double Gehinnom, for the
judgment of the evil in Gehinnom is[only] for a period of twelve monthsand | have
suffered here for two years.]." . . . Herein Bratzlov, throughout his stay, he lived in
harmony with the town's people. But, everywhere else, the opposition grew ever stronger.
The more that he would draw people closer to Hashem, the more the opposition would
increase. But he continued with what he was doing and he kept on rising to greater and
greater unimaginable spiritual heights. If not for the overpowering spiritual opposition
waged against the world, which made the world unfit to draw from such alight and
caused the radiance to be concealed, [R. Nachman's] greatness would have been revea ed
to the world and he would have brought them all back to Hashem. For hisentire life's
goal and constant concern was to benefit mankind and bring them out from darkness and
into light. I bid. #115

V. A Unique Master
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| heard from his holy mouth the following, "I can now say, 'All of the sages of Isradl,
compared to me, are like the skin of agarlic' (See Bechoros 58a), except in my case there
isno onethat | can refer to as, 'with the exception of that person’, and | don't want to
make a half statement.” I bid. #290
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Regarding his humility, he would pride himself that he had reached the greatest level of
humility and he would say that a person has not reached the level of true humility unless
he can describe himself as being humble, just like Moshe. . . Shivchel M oharan #22
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He would constantly rise from one level to the next. Even though he had aready reached
extraordinary levels, he would never be satisfied. Immediately afterwards, he would have
abroken heart and would pity himself greatly with great submission, asis mentioned
previoudly, until he would rise again to another level, even loftier than the last. Thiswas
the way of hisentirelife until the very end. He would often say that now | realize that |
don't know anything at all. He would at times even swear that he didn't know anything at
all, despite the fact that the previous day, or even prevous hour he had revealed great
secrets. In this respect he was extraordinarily unigque (chidush). He even expressly said
about himself that his Torah discourses are extraordinarily unique but his "not knowing"
was even more extraordinary. . . . Shivchei M ohar an #33
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He said, "How could there not be opposition to me, for | have taken a new path which no
man has ever traveled before from the time of the receiving of the Torah at Sinai until
now. Even though it is actually avery old path, it is completely novel. Hesaid, "Even if
the Baal Shem Tov and the Arizal were aive today, they couldn't compare withme. . . .
He said, "There are people who do not know me at all, yet they are still opposed to me."
.... Chayel Moharan #392-394
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"Now every tzaddik before he can reach anew spiritual level must undergo opposition.
... Asfor me, | need constant opposition for | am constantly moving up from one level
to the next. If | would be standing on the same level that | did the moment before, |
wouldn't want myself to be in thisworld at all." I bid. 401
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Once, some of our group were complaining to him that they found the opposition and
persecution hard to bear. He responded, "Believe me that | have the power to make peace
with the whole world, and then | wouldn't have any opposition. But what can | do? There
are levels and spiritual palacesthat are impossible to reach except through opposition.”
Ibid. 402
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At the time that the teachings of my master and teacher spread . . . and | taught our
Chasidim the ways of our master that it is not good for man who consists of mere dust
and ash to excessively engage in merry making as is the custom by other Chasidim, but
rather it would be far better for them to be meticulous in their actions, i.e. they should
serve Hashem with joy . . . but they should engage in Torah study with much seriousness,
the other Chasidim, led by the Shpoler Zeida, charged him with the crime of being a
member of that sect [of Frankists] and maintaining the belief in Shabbtai Tzvi. He, as
well as |, hisdisciple, are innocent of these charges. Preface to a manuscript said to be
authored by R. Nosson, " M egilas Chasidel Bratzlov"



