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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1.  According to the Talmud and Midrash, what is the ultimate
purpose of the Creation?

2.  Why did G-d create so many diverse and beautiful life
forms?

3.  According to Maimonides, how does one cultivate alove and
awe of G-d?

4.  Describe the philosophy of Epicurus.

5.  How does Lucretius' theory of evolution differ from
Darwin’s?

This and much more will be addressed in the second lecture of this
series. "The Purpose of Creation: The Anthropic Principle".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline.
Go back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and
see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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THE PURPOSE OF CREATION: THE ANTHROPIC PRINCIPLE

l. For the Sake of Isragl - For the Sake of the Torah
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R. Yehudah bar Shalom said: In the merit of Israel was the world created. It is not stated,
“Originaly (mikedem) did G-d create,” nor is it stated, “Initially (mitchillah) did G-d
create,” but rather, “In the beginning (beraishis). What is meant by the term beraishis?
This is referring to Israel (the Jewish people) who are called raishis (primary), as it is
stated (Jeremiah 2:3), “Israel is sanctified unto G-d, the raishis (primary or first) of His
produce...” Medrash Tanchuma, Beraishis3
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The world and its contents were created only in the merit of the Torah, as it is stated
(Proverbs 3:19), “G-d established the world through wisdom (Torah) . . .” R. Berechiah
said: [It was created] in the merit of Moshe as it is stated (Deut. 33:21), And he (the tribe
of Gad) saw (chose) the raishis (prime - referring to Moshe). Medrash Beraishis
Rabbah 1:4
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R. Shimon b. Elazar said: Have you ever seen a wild beast or a bird with a craft? Yet,
they are sustained without anxiety. Now they were created only to serve me, while | was
created to serve my Master. Surely, then, | should make a living without anxiety? |
destroyed my livelihood only because | have acted wrongfully. Kiddushin 82a
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“But Zion said, ‘The L-rd hath forsaken me, and the L-rd hath forgotten me'.” (Isaiah
49:14) Is not ‘forsaken’, the same as 'forgotten’? Resh Lakish said: The community of
Israel said before the Holy One, blessed be He: Sovereign of the Universe, when a man
takes a second wife after hisfirst, he still remembers the deeds of thefirst. Y ou have both
forsaken me and forgotten me! The Holy One, blessed be He, answered her: My
daughter, | have created twelve constellations in the firmament, and for each
constellation | have created thirty hosts, and for each host | have created thirty legions,
and for each legion | have created thirty cohorts, and for each cohort | have created thirty
maniples, and for each maniple | have created thirty camps, and to each camp | have
attached three hundred and sixty-five thousands of myriads of stars, corresponding to the
days of the solar year, and all of them | have created only for your sake, and you say,
“Y ou have forgotten me and forsaken me!” .. . Berachos 32b
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Resh Lakish said: Why is it written, “And there was evening and there was morning, the
sixth day” - what is the purpose of the additional ‘the’? This teaches that the Holy One,
blessed be He, stipulated with the Works of Creation and said thereto, “If Isragl accepts
the Torah, you shall exist; but if not, I will turn you back into emptiness and
formlessness.” Shabbos 88a

. The Ultimate Purpose
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The foundation of piety and the root of pure service is that a person clarify and verify
[the nature of] his obligation in his world and to what must he place his sights and goals
in all of the areas which he labors throughout the days of his life. Behold, that which our
Sages of blessed memory have taught us is that man was created solely to experience
delight with G-d and to derive pleasure from the radiance of the Shechina (Divine
Presence), for thisis the true delight and the greatest form of satisfaction that exists. The
place to experience this [ultimate] satisfaction is the next world, for it was created with
[all] the preparations which are required for such a thing. The way, however, to reach our
desired goa is this world. The means to achieve this are the mitzvos which G-d
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commanded and the place of these mitzvos is this world. As a consequence, man was
originally placed in this world in order to reach, through the means which was prepared
for him here, [this world], the place which was [ultimately] set up for him, the World to
Come, to experience the goodness which he acquired through these means. R. M oshe
Chaim Luzzatto, Chapter One of Mesilas Yesharim
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The purpose of al of the mitzvos is that we believe (or trust) in our G-d and thank (or
admit to) Him that He created us. This is the purpose of the Creation, for we know of no
other purpose for the origina creation. The G-d on High has no desire for the lower
world other than that man should know and give thanks to his G-d for having created
him. The significance of raising our voices in prayer and the purpose of synagogues and
the specia merit of praying in public is in order that people should gather together and
give thanks to the G-d that created and developed them and publicize this and say before
Him, “We are Your creations’. ... Commentary of Ramban to Exodus 13:16
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And He created man that he recognize his blessed Creator. If a person doesn’t know at all
that He created him, and most certainly if he doesn't know that the Creator has a
preferred and acceptable way of life [for man] and one which is contemptible and
loathsome, then he is but an animal and the purpose of Creation is nullified. This is what
our Sages, of blessed memory, have often said (Shabbos 88a, Avodah Zarah 3ad), “If
Israel had not accepted the Torah, He would have returned the world to the [original]
state of formlessness and void.” In other words, if they wouldn’'t have had the desire to
know and to learn about the knowledge of their Creator and that there is a difference to
G-d whether a person chooses good or evil, then the purpose of Creation would have
been nullified. Ramban in his drasha (exposition) which began with the words, “The
Torah of G-d is perfect”
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1. The Creation Testifies
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The ultimate foundation and pillar of wisdom isto know that there exists a Primary Being
Who put into being all that exists and that all of existence from the heavens and the earth
and al that is between only exists due to the reality of His existence. If one could
conceive that He wouldn’t exist, then [absolutely] nothing else would exist. If one
would conceive that nothing else would exist except for Him, then He alone would
[nonetheless] remain in existence for He does not cease to be because of their cessation,
as all that exists needs Him and He, the blessed, doesn’t need them at all. Therefore His
reality is unlike the reality of any other forms of existence. This is what the prophet
meant by the statement (Jeremiah 10:10), “And the L-rd G-d is true (real).” There is no
reality like His. This is what the Torah meant by saying (Deut. 4:35), “There is no other
besides Him.” In other words, there is no other existence that is real (or true) that can be
compared to His. This Being is the G-d of the world and the L-rd of the earth. He is the
Director of the sphere (galgal) which constantly rotates with an infinite force that doesn’t
cease, for the sphere constantly rotates and it is impossible to rotate without a rotator. He,
the blessed, the One Who rotates the sphere, does so without ahand or abody. Thereisa
positive commandment to know this, as it says (Exodus 20:2), “I am the L-rd your G-d.”
Anyone who entertains the thought that there is another god besides Him, is violating the
negative commandment (Ibid. 20:3), “Y ou shall not have any other gods before Me” and
he is denying the essence [of Judaism], for this is the essentia principle upon which
everything is dependent. Rambam Hilchos Yesodel HaTorah Chapter 1:1-6
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It is written (Psalms 19:8), “The Torah of Hashem is perfect, reviving the soul; the
testimony of Hashem is sure, making wise the simple.” After [David] stated (Ibid. 19:2),
" The heavens declare the glory of G-d", he then returned to praise the Torah and said that
it declares the praises of the Holy One, blessed be He, more than the heavens and the sun
and the moon and the stars, which are mentioned above at the beginning of the Psalm.
The explanation is that David began [the psam] and said that the heavens declare the
glory of G-d because of the constant and eternal movement of the heavens, as everything
that moves needs a mover. The heavens admit to the glory of G-d, meaning that thereis a
G-d who possesses power and directs the heavens through His power and strength. That
is why the word for G-d in the verse is “E-I", [which means strength,] as in the verse
(Genesis 31:29), “It isin the power (“él”) of my hand". The “firmament” [mentioned in
Psalms 19:2] refersto the highest celestial sphere which moves from the East to the West,
opposite in direction to the other celestial spheres. “His handiwork declares’ [mentioned
in that verse] refers to the created beings. This is clear and is something that the
philosophers proved on their own through their analysis. After the Psalmist finished his
description of the creation with the words. and there is nothing hidden from the sun’s
heat, he says the words. The Torah of the L-rd is perfect, reviving the soul. In other
words, athough there are clear proofs to the glory of G-d and they are entirely His
handiwork, Hashem’s Torah is even more perfect [because] it revives the soul and makes
the simple person wise. In other words, [the Torah] removes al doubt from the mind of
both those that are wise and those that don’t understand the movements of the heavens
and the constellations. . . . Ramban in his drasha (exposition) which began with the
words, “The Torah of G-d is perfect”
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There are people who say that the world happened by chance, without a Creator who
initiated it or a designer who formed it. In my eyes, it is astonishing that any human being
of sound mind could even entertain such a thought. If that same person would hear
someone else make the claim that a certain water wheel, which is used to irrigate a field
or garden, came about without the planning of a craftsman who made the effort to design
and assemble all of its parts, [but it just appeared through accident,] he would be
dumbfounded. He would besmirch that person and call him an imbecile and would
immediately proceed to demolish his claim and show it to be false. If such an individual
would dismiss [out of hand] the notion that a small and insignificant wheel, which takes a
minimum of planning to enhance but a small part of the earth, [could come about by
accident,] how could he let himself think that the great wheel (sphere) that surrounds the
earth and all the creatures that are upon it, which does so with wisdom and energy, whose
essence is beyond human comprehension and is set up for the benefit of the entire earth
and al that is upon it, could come about without the express design and planning of a
wise being with great ability. It is common knowledge that things that come about
without prior planning contain no evidence of wisdom or ability. Just take a look. If
someone accidently spilled ink on a blank piece of paper, it would be impossible to
imagine that he would thereby produce orderly writing with legible lines like that made
by a pen. If a person would bring us a neat letter of the type produced by a pen and would
tell us that he actually spilled ink on the paper and the writing came about by itself, we
would immediately denounce him to his face as a fraud, for such a thing cannot come
about without intelligent design. Since such a thing is widely accepted to be impossible,
how could anyone make the claim that something which is infinitely more complex and
intricate could come about without being planned by a powerful intelligence. Chovos
Hal evavos, Shaar HaYichud Chapter 6
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This glorious and awesome G-d commanded us to love and fear Him, asit is stated (Deut.
6:5), “And you shall love Hashem, your G-d” and (Deut. 6:13), “Y ou shall fear Hashem,
your G-d”. How does one come to love and fear Him? When a person contemplates His
amazing and magnificent works and creations and observes His wisdom, which is beyond
any comparison, without end, he will automatically feel love, and will praise, and glorify
Him. and it will stir within him a strong desire to know the great Name, as [King] David
said (Psalms 42:3), “My soul thirsts for G-d, for the living G-d.” But as soon that person
thinks about these very things, he will suddenly recoil backwards with fright, realizing
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that he is but a small, base, and obscure creature, who, with his minute and
inconsequentia intelligence, is standing in the presence of He who possesses perfect
knowledge, as [King] David said (Psalms 8:4), “When | behold Y our heavens, the work
of Your fingers . . . [I say to myself:] Who is man that you are mindful of him?’
Rambam Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 2:1-2
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Great is the L-rd, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable. One
generation shall praise your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts. 1 will
speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty, and of your wondrous works. And men
shall speak of the might of your awesome acts; and | will declare your greatness. They
shall utter the fame of your great goodness, and shall sing of your righteousness. Psalms
145:3-6
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On the fifth day they said (Psalms 81), “Sing aloud to G-d, the source of our strength,”
because He created fish and birds to praise His name. Rosh Hashanah 3la
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He created fishes and birds to praise His name. When a person sees birds that are so
different, one from the other, he gives praise to His name. Rashi, I bid.
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And lest you lift up your eyes to the skies, and when you see the sun, and the moon, and
the stars, all the host of the skies, should you be driven to worship them, and serve them,
which the L-rd your G-d has allotted to all nations under the whole sky. Deut. 4:19
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Which He allotted (chalak) to to them (Deut. 4:19): To provide light to them. Another
explanation is the following: He didn’t prevent them from straying after them, but rather,
he made them (chalak) dlip (or flattered them) through their words of vanity in order to
drive them from the world; Similarly it states (Psalms 36:3), “For he (the evil inclination)
flattered him [that the sin find grace in] his eyes, until his iniquity be found and he be
hated.” Rashi to Deuteronomy 4:19

IV.  TheAnthropic Principle
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| know that, whatever G-d does, it shall be for ever; nothing can be added to it, nor any
thing taken from it; and G-d does it, that men should fear before Him. Ecclesiastes 3:14
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| know that, whatever G-d does, . . . in the act of creation is fit to last forever and it
should not be changed, neither added to or diminished. But when it is changed, when G-d
commanded that it be changed, it is for the purpose that mankind should fear from Him.
When the ocean broke through its boundaries, during the generation of Enosh, and swept
away a third of the world, it was done by G-d in order that [the survivors] should fear
Him. For a period of seven days, during the generation of the Flood, the sun rose in the
west and set in the east, in order that they fear Him. The sun went backwards ten degrees
during the time of Chizkiayhu. Right after the death of Chizkiayhu's father, Achaz, the
day got shorter and the night got longer, so that they wouldn’t be able to eulogize him.
All of this was done in order that they fear Him. Therefore, it is not good to be involved
with anything else except for the fulfillment of His commandments and to fear Him.
Rashi’s commentary to Ecclesiates 3:14
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The explanation of the verse is that G-d made the world in such a manner that no creature
can add or diminish from it, in order that man should be in awe of Him. Commentary of
R. Avraham ibn Ezrato Ecclesiastes 3:14
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To the chief Musician of David. The fool (despicable one) has said in his heart, Thereis
no G-d. They are corrupt, they have done abominable deeds, there is none that does good.
The L-rd looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any
who understand, and seek G-d. Psalms 14:1-2
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Thereisno G-d . . . [In their eyes] everything is an accident. Commentary of Metzudas
David, I bid.
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. They deny the existence of G-d . . . and all of the members of their society have
become corrupted. Evil and abomination is so commonplace that none of them actually
perform any acts of benevolence, even such acts of kindness or compassion which are
generally commonplace in society. Commentary of Malbim, I bid
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[The fool] shall die for lack of moral instruction; and in the greatness of his folly
(skepticism) he shall go astray. Proverbs 5:23

/7 WY ITITTDW I RITW 0 TIW 927 K IARW — 09 N2 NI XY (2
X377 DMIRIW ,NPIR DR PATW — 7AW INPIX 2772 D 07 P2p7 KD 1T MWOIYW AR
7APR XI7 09X PDD D1 9D AMAWN WD RAW AR XYY 737 $O3 NIpHd Yunn

372:7 Yownb 2°abRn WD .Ipna o7 20 3 109m Hape XD 199

He shall die for lack of instruction, for he will not subsequently accept moral instruction,
meaning that which arouses fear of G-d's punishment, for even if G-d does punish him,
he will not accept G-d’'s lesson. This is because “in the greatness of his folly he shall go
astray.” He will subsequently cling to skepticism. The skeptic sows seeds of doubt in
virtually everything and refuses to believe that punishment comes as an act of
Providence, clinging to the possibility that perhaps the thing is only an accident. As a
result, he will never accept moral instruction, attributing everything to happenstance.
Commentary of Malbim to Proverbs 5:23
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Every single person is obliged to say: The world was created for my sake. Sanhedrin
37a



