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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Fromwhat period of time and on did the study of Torah become a
central feature of Jewish life?

2. Upon whose shoulders does the burden of Jewish education lay?
3. Fromwhat age and on is a Jewish child required to be in school ?

4.  Describe the honor shown to a Rosh Y eshivain Poland during
the mid seventeenth century.

5. Describe the Maharal of Prague’s opinion regarding
the educational system of histime.

This and much more will be addressed in the second lecture of this series:
"Torah: TheLifeblood of the Exiled Nation."

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind as
you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
guestions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as well,
as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the memory and Li-ilui Nishmas
7Y 077 /7 N2 DUoA7 PIWI3 02X 77 72 997 /)
Mr.and Mrs. Max and Gertrude Goldberg of blessed memory.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
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Series XVIII Lecture #2

TORAH:
THE LIFEBLOOD OF THE EXILED NATION

[ The Loveof Torah
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Rabbi Nasan said: Thereis no lovelikethe love of Torah. Avos D'Rabbi Nasan 28:1
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Fortunate is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of
the sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful. But his delight isin the Torah of the L-rd and in
His Torah does he meditate day and night. Psalms1:1,2
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To the chief musician, a psalm of David. The Torah of the L-rd is perfect, restoring the soul; the
testimony of the L-rd is sure making wise the simple. The statutes of the L-rd areright, rejoicing
the heart; the commandment of the L-rd is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the L-rd is
pure enduring for ever; the judgments of the L-rd are true and righteous altogether. More to be
desired are they than gold, yea than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb. Psalms19:1, 8-11
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Oh, how I love Your Torah! It is my meditation (conversation) all the day. Psaims 119:97

. Education: The Historical Vocation of the Jewish People
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Only take heed to yourself, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your
eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life; but teach them to
your sons, and to your sons sons. Deuteronomy 4:9
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And these words, which | command you this day, shall be in your heart; And you shall teach
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when
you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise up. Deuteronomy 6:6-7
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And you shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you sit in your house, and
when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. Deuteronomy 11:19
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R. Hama b. Hanina said: Our ancestors were never left without the scholars' council (;72°w?). In

Egypt they had the scholars council, as it is said (Exodus 3:16), “Go and gather the elders of
Israel together;” in the wilderness they had the scholars’ council, as it is said (Numbers 11:16),
“Gather unto Me seventy men of the elders of Israel;” our father Avraham was an elder and a
member of the scholars' council, asit is said (Genesis 24:1), “And Avraham was an elder (jp7 =

zaken) well advanced in age;” our father Yitzchak was an elder and a member of the scholars
council, asit is said (Genesis 27:1), “And it came to pass when Yitzchak was an elder [zaken];”
our father Yakov was an elder and a member of the scholars' council, as it is said (Genesis
48:10), “Now the eyes of Yisrael were dim with age [zaken];” [even] Eliezer, the servant of
Avraham was an elder and a member of the scholars' council, as it is said (Genesis 24:2), “And
Avraham said unto his servant, the elder of his house, that ruled over al he had,” which R.
Elazar explained to mean that he ruled over [knew, controlled] the Torah of his master. “Eliezer
of Damascus’ (Genesis 15:2): R. Elazar said, He was so called because he drew and gave drink
to others of his master's teachings. Rav said: Our father Abraham kept the whole Torah, asit is
said (Genesis 26:5), “Because Avraham hearkened to My voice [kept My charge, My
commandments, My statutes, and My laws].” R. Shimi b. Hiyya said to Rav: Say, perhaps, that
this refers to the seven laws? — Surely there was also that of circumcision! Then say that it
refers to the seven laws and circumcision [and not to the whole Torah]? — If that were so, why
does Scripture say: ‘My commandments and My laws' ? Rava or R. Ashi said: Avraham, our
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father, kept even the law concerning the ‘eruv of the dishes (tavshilin),” as it is said: ‘My
Torahs': one being the written Torah, the other the oral Torah. Y oma 28b

E. Our principle care of al is this: to educate our children well, and we think it to be the

most necessary business of our whole life to observe the laws that have been given us and to
keep those rules of piety that have been delivered down to us. Josephus, Against Apion Book
| Par. 12

F. But for our people, if anybody but asks any one of them about our laws, he will more
readily tell him all than he will tell his own name and this is in consequence of our having
learned them as soon as we became sensible of any thing and of our having them, as it were,
engraved on our souls. Josephus, Against Apion Book I Par. 19
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As aresult of a G-dly passion and a love of Torah do [the Jews] send their children to study in
order that they know G-d's Torah. Even the poorest of the Jewish poor, who has ten sons, will
send them al away to study Torah. . . . And not just the sons, but also the daughters [are
educated in Torah]. Thewordsof a twelfth century Christian theologian who was a disciple
of Peter Abelard

. Education and the Jewish Community
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There is a positive commandment to teach one’s son Torah. If the father hadn’'t taught him
Torah, he, himself, is required to see to it that he becomes educated. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh
Deah 245:1
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Just as there is a commandment to teach one’s son, so too is there acommandment to teach one’s
son’s son, as it says (Deuteronomy 4:9), “Teach them to your sons, and to your sons' sons.” And
this requirement is not limited to just your sons sons, but rather there is a commandment upon
every scholar in Isragl to teach students, for they too are considered to be [akin to] sons. One is
required, however, to give preference to one's son over his sons son and to give preference to
one’'ssons' son over one’s neighbor’ s son. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 245:3
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Oneisrequired to hire ateacher for his son. He is not required, however, to [shoulder the burden
to] hire ateacher for his neighbor’s son. Gloss: If the person does not want to voluntarily hire a
teacher for his son, then the community would force him to do so. If heisn't present in the city
and he has property, if it isat all possible to inform him, we do so, otherwise, we go down to his
property [and sell it] in order that he hire a teacher for his son. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah
245:4
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Oneisrequired to hire a teacher for his son: The Maharshal (Rav Shlomo Luria 1510-1573)
wrote that this requirement [to hire a teacher] also applies to one son’s son. Thisis quoted in the
Perisha (Rav Y ehoshua Falk 1550-1614). The Kesef Mishna (Rav Y osef Caro 1488-1575) at the
beginning of the first chapter of Hilchos Talmud Torah wrote that it is quite possible that this
requirement of hiring a teacher applies to a son’s son and to a son’s son’s son as well. Shach
(HaRav Shabsei HaK ohen, 1622-1663) Y oreh Deah Siman 245:1
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When does one begin to teach his son? One begins to teach him from the time that he begins to
speak. [He begins with the verse] (Deuteronomy 33:4), “Moses commanded us a Torah, the
inheritance of the congregation of Jacob” and the first verse of the section of Shema
(Deuteronomy 6:4). Afterwards, he should teach him a little at a time. This course is followed
until the child is six or seven. At that time the father should take him to a teacher of children.
Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 245:5
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If the custom of the city is that the teacher of children takes a salary then the father is required to
pay for his education until he is able to read the entire written Torah (Tanach). The father is not
required to pay a teacher to teach him Mishna or Gemora. This was only said where the father is
unable to pay due to pressing financia difficulties. If he is able, however, he is required to teach
him Mishna and Gemora, Halachos and Agadah. Shulchan Aruch Y oreh Deah 245:6
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We are required to place teachers in every city. The inhabitants of any city which do not comply
with this rule and do not have a teacher for their children are to be placed in cherem
(excommunication) until they comply and place a teacher in their community. If they don’'t
comply, then the city is to be destroyed [by Divine decree], for the world is sustained solely
through the breath of the children who study in cheder (their teacher’s school). Shulchan Aruch
Y oreh Deah 245:7
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We alow children to enter school after their fifth birthday and not before. If the child is weak,
we enroll him after his sixth birthday, but not before. Gloss: Nevertheless, as soon as he is three
years old we teach him the aleph-bais in order that he be prepared to read the Torah. Shulchan
Aruch Yoreh Deah 245:8
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When a person first bringsin his child to study Torah, they write the letters of the aleph-bais on a
tablet for the child. He is first washed and clothed in clean clothing. They knead especially for
him three loaves (challos) made of fine flour and honey. A young girl is the one that does the
kneading. They also cook for him three eggs and bring for him apples and other varieties of
fruits. They make a point of having a prestigious scholar escort him to the school, he covers the
child with his cloak and brings him to the synagogue. They then feed him the loaves with honey
together with the eggs and fruit and they read for him the letters of the aleph bais. Afterwards,
they cover the letters with honey and tell him to lick them. The child is then returned to his
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mother, still covered. When they start to teach him, in the beginning, the child is enticed to do so,
afterwards, the strap may be administered [if he is lax]. He begins his studies with Toras
Kohanim (the Book of Leviticus) and we make him get in to the habit of moving his body
(shokling) while he learns. When he gets to the verse (Lev. 3:17), "A perpetua statute”, he reads
it the way it is recited publicly in the synagogue. Afterwards, a festive meal is made [in his
honor].

Y ou should know that this [initiation] is considered as if he was brought before Mount Sinai, as
it iswritten in Scripture (Exodus 19:1), "This day they came to the wilderness of Sinai." It is not
written, "That day”. The Torah istelling usthat every day should be considered in your eyes as if
the Torah was actually given in that same day. This teaches you how to act towards your child
when you bring him in to study Torah. [You, therefore, pattern the event after the events of Mt.
Sinai]. You cover him up [like Moshe with the cloud] and bring him up [to receive the Torah].
... Machzor Vitry 508
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We don’t remove a student from the classroom, even if he is lacking comprehension and cannot
read. Rather, he should sit with the others, for it is possible that over time he will catch on.
Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 245:9
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The teacher should not hit the child as if he was his enemy, disciplining him with cruelty. He
should not use awhip or arod but rather a small strap. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 245:10
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The teacher should sit and teach them the entire day and part of the night, in order to train them
to study day and night. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 245:11
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With the exception of late Friday afternoon and the late afternoon of Erev Yom Tov (the day
before a holiday), school children should not be released from their studies. Shulchan Aruch
Yoreh Deah 245:12
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Gloss: In a place where the members of the city have contracted a teacher for their children and
the parents are not in a financial position to personally compensate him and the community,
[therefore,] needs to pay him his wages, [all of] the members of the community are assessed in
accordance with their wealth. Smilarly, [all of the members of the community are assessed]
when it comes to paying for a Chazan . . . and for the building of a synagogue. All of the needs of
a community are treated in a similar manner, even though the [taxpayer] may not personally
need them, such as a hall for weddings or a mikveh etc. Even so, they are required to pay their
share. (MahaRi Mintz 1408 -1506). Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 163:3

IV.  Torah Study Outside the Community

My first position as family tutor was an hour's distance from my home. The family was that of a
miserable farmer in a still more miserable village; and my salary was five thaers in Polish
money. The poverty, ignorance, and crudeness which prevailed in this house were indescribable.
The farmer himself was a man of about fifty years, the whole of whose face was overgrown with
hair, ending in a dirty, thick beard, as black as pitch. His language was a sort of muttering,
intelligible only to the boors with whom he daily associated. Not only was he ignorant of
Hebrew, but he could not speak a word of Yiddish; his only language was Russian, the common
patois of the peasantry. His wife and children were of the same stamp. Their home was a hovel
of smoke, black as coa within and without, with no chimney, but merely a small aperture in the
roof for the smoke; this opening was carefully closed as soon as the fire died down, so that the
heat might not escape.

In this magnificent dwelling, the peasants sit on the bare ground; you dare not sit higher if you
do not wish to be suffocated with the smoke. Here they guzzle their whiskey and make an
uproar, while the people of the house sit in a corner. | usually took my place behind the stove
with my dirty, half-naked pupils, and expounded to them out of an old tattered Bible, from
Hebrew into Russian-Yiddish. All this made such a splendid group as deserved to be sketched
only by a Hogarth (William, English artist who won fame chiefly for his moral and satirica
engravings and portraits, who lived between 1697-1764), and to be sung only by a Butler
(Samuel, English satirist who lived between 1612-1680). It may be easily imagined how
wretched my condition here must have been. Brandy became my sole comfort, and made me
forget all my misery. To top it all, a regiment of Russians, who were then rioting with every
conceivable cruelty on the estates of Prince Radzivil, was stationed in the village and its vicinity.
The house was constantly full of drunken Russians, who committed all sorts of excesses, hewed
tables and benches to pieces, hurled glasses and bottles into the faces of their hosts, and so on.
My other positions as tutor were more or less similar. Lebens Geshichte (Autobiography),
Solomon Maimon (1754 - 1800), Chapter 15

V. The Honor Given to the Torah Scholar
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Poland, the pillar of Torah: There is no need to offer proofs for something that is common
knowledge. There was never so much Torah learning throughout all of the diaspora of Isragl as
in the land of Poland. Every single community supported a yeshiva. They would give sufficient
support to their Rosh Y eshiva so that he would be able to conduct the studies without financial
worry so that the study of Torah would be his sole occupation. The Rosh Y eshiva would never
leave his home throughout the year except to go to and from the Bais HaMedrash (study hall) to
the Bais HaKnesses (synagogue). He would sit there day and night and would be involved [only]
in Torah study. Every community would support bochurim (older students) and would provide
them with a fixed weekly income so that they would be able to study with the Rosh Y eshivah.
They would [also] give each bochur at least two boys (younger students) to teach in order to
articulate the gephes (gemora, pairush, tosefos) that he studied and in order to become
accustomed to pilpul. They would give the boys food from the charity fund or from a special
food collection. If the community consisted of fifty householders (baale batim), they would
support at least thirty bochurim and boys. One bochur with two boys would stay at the home of a
householder. At the very least, the bochur would eat on aregular basis at his table like one of his
family. Even though the bochur had a sufficient stipend from the community, the householder
would, [as arule,] not charge him for the food and drink that he needed. Some of the generous
householders would treat the boys like members of the family and provide all three of them with
food and drink throughout the year. Sefer Yaven HaM etzulah by R. Nasan Nota Hanover
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There was amost no home in al of Poland where Torah was not learned. Either the househol der
was a scholar, or his son or son-in-law were scholars, or a bachur was a member of his
household. Sometimes, all of the above together existed in one house. They fulfilled al three
things that Rava stated in the second chapter of the tractate Shabbos: Rava said: He who has
compassion for Rabbis will have children that will become Rabbis. He who honors Rabbis will
have sons-in-law Rabbis. He who is in awe of Rabbiswill himself become a Rabbi. That is why
there were many scholars in every single community. In a community of fifty householders there
were twenty scholars who had the title, "Morainu" or "Chaver". The Rosh Yeshiva towered
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above them and all of the scholars were subservient to him and would go to him to [study] in the
yeshiva. | bid.
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In every community, the Rosh Y eshiva was highly honored. Whether one was rich or poor, his
words were followed and no one dared to oppose him. [Figuratively,] no one lifted his hand or
foot without his permission. What he decreed became law. He had the power to inflict corporal
punishment, to fine and publicly shame those who violated the law and to institute legidlation in
order to insure the moral integrity of the community. Despite all of this, they loved the Rosh
Y eshiva. If one would have a choice piece of food, such as chicken, he would give half or all of
it away to the Rosh Y eshiva. They would constantly honor him with other gifts such as money,
silver, gold, specially fed cattle or fowl, or fish of superior quality. Also in the synagogue, most
of the people who purchased mitzvohs would honor the Rosh Y eshiva [with the mitzva]. The
Rosh Y eshiva had the chiuv (the automatic right) to shilishi (the third aliyah) on Shabbos and at
least the first day of Yom Tov. If the Rosh Yeshiva was a Kohen or Levi, his chiuv was the
aliyah of Kohen or Levi or acharon. This was the case even though there were many Kohanim
or Leviim in the synagogue. | bid.
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No one left the synagogue on Shabbos or Yom Tov until the Rosh Yeshiva first departed,
followed by the student body of his yeshiva. Afterwards, the rest of the community would leave
and would escort him all the way to his house. At [the onset of] Yom Tov, everyone would walk
over to his house in order to welcome the approach of the holiday. The [great honor afforded the
Rosh Y eshiva] would serve as an incentive for al of the scholars who would constantly devote
themselves to study so that they, too, would reach such alevel asto be appointed a Rosh Y eshiva
in some community. [As the Talmud points out:] The observance and study of Torah for an
ulterior motive will eventually lead to observance and study for its own sake. Through this, the
whole country became filled with the knowledge [of the Torah]. Ibid.

E.
IR 777IN7 HY WA /5D IR L0591 DWW BN 779N 72T YRwSw TV 15w 1Nm1 RwnY DI R¥> XD

729%m77 77’0 .yOn 125w 1M 0177 IR NIPAWM X ,0°29N5 IX DOK23



Series XVIII 10 Lecture #2

No man left [in the morning] to his business without hearing words of Torah delivered by a
scholar, whether it be Rashi's commentary to the Torah or Prophets or Holy Writings, or
Mishnayos, or practical halacha. [Each one] studied according to the desire of his heart. 1bid.
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There are those that are even more lenient and allow a scholar and his disciples to receive
provisions from donors in order to strengthen the hands of those who study Torah, for through
this they would be able to study Torah in [relative] comfort. Nevertheless, it is an act of piety
and a G-d given gift for a person to support himself sufficiently and, at the same, time be
involved in Torah study. Thisis not, however, something to be achieved by the common man, as
it isimpossible for every person to be involved and excel in Torah study while making aliving at
the sametime. . . . All of thisis allowed if one takes a stipend from the community or receives
provisions [from donors] on a set and constant basis. One should not, however, receive presents
from people. That which is stated (Kesubos 105b), “One who brings a gift to a scholar is
considered as if he had offered first-fruits,” is referring to a small gift, asit is customary to bring
a small gift to a prestigious person, even if the person be unlearned. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh
Deah 146:21
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One should not, however, receive presents from people: From the Kesef Mishneh it would
seem than it is even permitted to receive gifts. The Maharsha understands this similarly, for
there is no clarity in the matter. He who is scrupulous [not to take] is [allowed to be] scrupulous
[but neverthless it is not forbidden], for it does not say in Scripture, “A taker of gifts will die.”
. .. The Bach aso elaborates on this matter and states that a Rosh Yeshiva or Av Bais Din is
allowed to take gifts to the extent that he would become wealthy, for he is akin to the Nasi or
Kohen Gadol (High Priest). See [his responsum]. This is the common custom. Shach Yoreh
Deah 246:21
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VI.  Criticisms of the Educational System
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This bitter and long golus (exile) is what forced them, for they were unable to teach their
children all the areas of wisdom. Therefore, our holy forefathers saw, especially the Chasidei
Ashkenaz, to only attract their children to the study of the Talmud and to accustom them and
initiate them to this holy work. For, in it lies wisdom and the fear of G-d, all in one place. It is
the true bread and sustenance and affords us the protection to live amongst the Gentiles. Sefer
Aitz Chaim, authored by R. Betzaldl, the brother of the Maharal of Prague
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Initially, "He will turn the heart of the fathers to the children” (Malachi 3:24), because the Torah
scholars, who are referred to as "fathers’, will forsake the hatred which they harbor in their
hearts for the "children” which refers to the masses. Through this, He will turn the hearts of the
masses to their "fathers® which means the Torah scholars, so that there will be a unity in the
[Jewish] world, as[is stated in Proverbs 27:19,] "Just as water reflects the image of one's face, so
too does the heart reflect the feelings of the other one's heart." Sefer Toldos Yaakov Y osef,
Parshas Shlach 1
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Behold, the German Jews are perfect [in their loyalty to Torah] and are plentiful. Thank G-d, in
Frankfurt alone there are about three hundred Torah scholars, members of the Yeshiva. They
have a tremendous intellectual capacity to discern and understand. But behold, they waste their
days in their pilpulim (casuistry or sophistry) and have not even the scent of chasidus (piety).
Would it be that that was the only problem. If one would cal cul ate the number of peoplein all of
Germany, in which | traveled, and in al of Holland, in which | now reside, who are fervent in
fulfilling G-d's commandments and desire to know how to fear Hashem and to love Him and to
create a close relationship to their Creator, surely a child could write them down. (See Judges
8:14) Regarding Italy, you, his Torah excellency, aready know more than I. At this time thereis
no one of intelligence who seeks out G-d. Only void, chaos and darkness rule over the city. They
don't even understand or grasp the meaning of the verse, “What does Hashem ask of you? Only
to fear him.” Behold, it was for such a thing that R. Shimon b. Yochal protested (lit. screeched
like acrane): Woe isit for the members of the world whose heart is closed and eyes are shut. All
flesh are like grass and all of its kindness is like the sprouts of the field. No one amongst them
gives them any direction. They [merely] cry out like dogs, "Give us, give us!" Letter from R.
Moshe Chaim Luzzatto to his mentor, R. Yeshaya Bassan, Thursday, Rosh Chodosh Elul,
5495 (1735)



