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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Whereisthelocation of Ur?

2.  What wasthe level of general civilization at the time of
Abraham?

3.  What arethe historica origins of the Samaritans?

4.  How many survivors of the Babylonian conquest of Judea
were exiled to Babylon? How many were killed?

5.  How Jewish life began in Spain?

This and much more will be addressed in the second lecture of this
series. "Ur and Babylon".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lecture can be listened to without the
use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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UR AND BABYLON
l. Ur and Cutha
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And Terach took Avram ... and Lot ... and Sara ... and they went forth from Ur of the
Chaldees ... Beraishis11:31
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And G-d said to Abraham, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father's house, unto aland that | will show thee. Beraishis12:1
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Hashem commanded Avraham while he was still in Ur Kasdim that he leave his land.
Ibn Ezra, |bid.

D. Archaeological Excavations of the city of Ur.

The city of Ur has been excavated recently and we now have arather complete picture of
the conditions prevailing there at the time. Ur was one of the most ancient cities. The
name means "the city" (Hebrew "Ir"). It was a sacred city dedicated ...to the Moon-god.
Countless other gods were worshipped, but the moon god was supreme. For hisworship a
guarter of the city was set aside. A mighty ziggurat went up in three stages, the lowest
about 35 feet high, with the effect of a stepped pyramid. Three brick stairways led to the
top of the first stage; from there more stairs led to the uppermost stage. It was a mountain
of brickwork into which millions of bricks had gone and was called the "Hill of Heaven"
or the Mountain of G-d. At the time of Abraham it was already very old. Hundreds of
little public chapels, which must have played a great part in the life of the people, were
spread over the city. Besides, nearly every house had a chapel for the household gods,
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containing an altar with clay terra-cottareliefs of the gods. The religion of Ur was a
polytheism of the grossest type. Written texts have preserved the names of about 5000
separate Sumerian gods or 5000 variant names of an indefinite number of Sumerian gods.
Above those multiple petty gods was the city's lord and king, the Moon god, the patron
who did not take care of the small needs of the people. These historical facts, taly very
well with the tradition that Terach was a manufacturer of idols, which must have been a
flourishing business at this time, when everyone worshipped his own idolsin hisown
home.

Genera education was wide-spread. Though it cannot be supposed that everyone was
ableto read and write, a suprisingly large number could. Elementary schools were
common throughout the town. The curriculum contained writing exercises, dictation, the
reading of hymns, and arithmetic. The more advanced pupils worked at square and cube
roots and exercises in practical geometry. Universal Jewish History Vol.1 by Dr.
Phillip Biberfeld. 1948 Pages 118-119

2. A closer glimpse at the personal life of the family of Terah at Ur has become
possible by the excavation of middle-class houses belonging to this particular period. The
houses show comfort, even luxury.Two stories high, they contained thirteen or fourteen
rooms arranged around acentral court supplying light and air. Entering the house from
the street, one came into atiny lobby, with adrain in itsfloor where a visitor might wash
his hands and feet. The lobby led into the central court into which opened the rooms of
the first floor. There was areception room for guests, a kitchen, aroom for the servants,
and the domestic chapel. On one side was a brick stair leading to the upper floor, and
behind it alavatory. On the upper floor were five rooms for the use of the family, all
branching off from awood gallery so that one could enter any room without passing
through another. Universal Jewish History Vol. 2 Pages 203-204

3. Danish archaeologists, digging on Bahrein Island in the Persian Gulf, found there a
flush toilet constructed by the Sumerians about 4000 years ago. Universal Jewish
History Vol. 2 Page 201 Note 5

E.
§2°5W PR DR PNow Sy 739m3 *19% 912 093K Y man Sapw (770) i AR vy

7972 9% 37K D1aR HXOIWST $9WM 2R N¥I1 07X OX 1293 MIRY AW 7977 WK (WA
077D IR I I WK Wash 373°5Wa 2R 09AR YWn onD MR ONR on Ywn
71 53 °13YDX NTIRM (X QW) 797 77 3733 0N (D PYW?) 197 AYPI IR 7D OnImd

M2:R? NPWRI2 WA IR OTIP PIAY YR



Series| 3 Lecture #2

Because of hisfather, Haran died. Terach complained about Avram, his son, to Nimrod
because he had destroyed his idols whereupon he threw him inside afiery furnace. And
Haran sat and thought if Avram wins, | will be with him. Thus when Avram was saved,
Haran was asked with whom are you. Whereupon, he answered, With Avram am I.
Thereupon they thrust him inside the fiery furnace and he was burned. Thisis Ur Kasdim.
And Menachem explains that the translation of the word Ur meansvalley asit saysin
Isaiah 24: In the valleys, they will glorify Hashem. Similarly, (ibid:11), On the hole of
the asp. Any hole or deep valley is called Ur. Rashi Beraishis 11:28
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Rav Chanan bar Rava said in the name of Rav, "Avraham Avinu was imprisoned for ten
years, three in Cuthaand seven in Kurdistan." Rav Chisda said that Ibra Zieira (an area
adjacent to the city) of Cuthawas Ur Kasdim. Bava Basra 9l1a

Il. Samaritans and Cutheans
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And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava,
and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samariainstead
of the children of Isragl: and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thereof. And
so it was at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they feared not the Lord: therefore
the Lord sent lions among them, which slew many of them. Wherefore they spake to the
king of Assyria, saying, The nations which thou hast removed, and placed in the cities of
Samaria, know not the manner of the G-d of the land: therefore he hath sent lions among
them, and, behold, they slay them, because they know not the manner of the G-d of the
land. Then the king of Assyriacommanded, saying, Carry thither one of the priests whom
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ye carried away from thence; and let them go and dwell there, and let him teach them the
manner of the G-d of the land. Then one of the priests whom they had carried away from
Samaria came and dwelt in Beth-el, and taught them how they should fear the Lord.
Howbeit every nation made gods of their own, and put them in the houses of the high
places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in their cities wherein they
dwelt....They feared the L-rd, and served their own gods, after the manner of the nations
whence they had been carried away. Kings |l 17:24-33
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The Cutheans were not (originally) considered the only nation (living in Samaria) but
only one of five nationsas it is stated (Kings |1 17:24) " Cutha, Bavel, etc." When | srael
was exiled from their homeland the King sent for his subjects and settled them in
Samaria. Hashem then sent a plague of lionsthat killed the populace. Thereupon they
sent the following message to the King, "Our master the King, the land upon which you
settled usisincapable of sustaining us. Relatively few of us are left from the original
large group.” The King then sent for the Elders of Isragl and said unto them ™ All the
years that you were on the land you never experienced such problems. Why then can't the
land sustain the newcomers? The Elders carefully formulated a message that was
designed to prompt the King to transfer the Cutheans back to their own land. "Our Master
the King, the G-d of the land of Israel is not willing to accept these peoplein His
territory."
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The King replied: "Select two scholars that will teach these people the Sefer Torah.”
Realizing that they could not defy the edict of the King, they sent out Rabbi Dostoey and
Rabbi Zachariah. The two Rabbis taught them the Torah in the common (Phoenician)
script. But these people observed the laws of Torah while still worshipping their idols.
Pirkei D'Rabbi Eliezer Chapter 38

C. At the beginning of my reign, in my first year, Samarial besieged and | captured.
27,290 people from its midst | carried captive. 50 chariots | took there as an addition to
my royal force. . . . | returned and made more than formerly to dwell. People from lands
which my hands had captured | settled in the midst. My officers over them as governors |
appointed. Tributes and taxes | imposed upon them after the Assyrian manner.  Records
of King Sargon of Assyria, asquoted in Archaeology and the Bible by George
Barton 1937
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Rabbi Meir issued a decree against the Cutheans. What was the reason? Rav Nachman
Bar Yitzchok said it was because they had found aform of a dove that the Cutheans were
worshipping on the top of Mt. Grizim... Rabbi Yitzchok ben Y osef was sent by Rabbi
Abohu to bring wine from the territory of the Cutheans. There he found an old sage that
told him, "the people here (Cutheans) do not really observe the Torah." Rabbi Y itzchak
went back and related the incident to Rabbi Abahu. Rabbi Abahu in turn told over the
story to Rabbi Ami and Rabbi Asi. They made an immediate concerted effort to confer
upon the Cutheans the status of Gentiles. Chulin 6a

E.
PITPT DORPA PRY BL.L.RAYVL ORD NMONID RWY XY NI IR MYOR 027 19
WY PWUITR LPWITAI PWITR DTN PROPA TRY 7DY...N1XN

Rabbi Elazar (based on his previous opinion that a questionable mamzer cannot marry a
guestionable mamzerus) stated that Cutheans are not allowed to intermarry... What isthe
reason? Because they are not careful in the exact performance of mitzvos ... specifically
asit relates to the Halachos of marriage and divorce. Kidushin 75-76
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The Karaites are forbidden to intermarry with the Jewish community since they are all
considered questionable mamzirim (due to non halachic divorces.) We should therefore
not accept them even if they want to recant. Even HaEzer 4:37 Rama. See Biur HaGra
that statesthat the source of this halachaisthe previous passage from Kidushin.

1. Exileto Bavd
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Rabbi Chanina said that the reason the Jews were exiled to Babylon was because the
language (Aramaic) was similar to the language of the Torah. Rabbi Y ochanon said it
was because they were sent back to their mother's home. This is analagous to someone
who was angry with hiswife. Where is she sent to? Her mother's home. (Avraham left
from Ur Casdim. Rashi) Pesachim 87b
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Resh Lakish said, "Hashem does not smite the Jews unless He has already first created
the remedy.” Megillah 13b
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In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. And the L ord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah
into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of G-d: which he carried into the land



Series| 7 Lecture #2

of Shinar to the house of his g-d; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his
g-d. And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the chief of his courtiers, that he should bring
certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the nobles; Children in
whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skillful in all wisdom, and cunning in
knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the
king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.
Daniel 1:1-4
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So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers: and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead... and he
carried Jehoichin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the kings wives, and his officers,
and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.
And all the men of might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, all
that were strong and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought captive to
Babylon. And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother king in his stead,
and changed his name to Zedekiah. Kings|1l 24:6,15-17
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And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month which is the nineteenth year of
king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, a
servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem. And he burnt the house of Hashem, and
the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great man's house burnt he
with fire. And al the army of the Chaldeans, that were with the captain of the guard,
broke down the walls of Jerusalem round about. Now the rest of the people that were left
in the city, and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the
multitude, did Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carry away. But the captain of the
guard left of the poor of the land to be vinedressers and husbandmen. Kings|l 25:8-12
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Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldeans who slew their young men
with the sword in the house of their sanctuary and had no compassion upon young man or
maiden, old man, or aged: he gave them all into hishand. And all the vessels of the
house of Hashem, great and small and the treasures of the house of Hashem, and the
treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon.  Chronicles||
36:17-18
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This s the people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away captive: in the seventh year three
thousand Jews and three and twenty. In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he carried
away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred thirty and two persons. Jeremiah 52:28-29
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And Joab gave the sum of the number of the people unto David. And all they of Israel
were athousand thousand and an hundred thousand men that drew sword: and Judah was
four hundred threescore and ten thousand men that drew sword. Chronicles| 21:5
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Hashem treated the Jewish people generously in that He exiled the exile of King
Zedekiah while the exile of King Jochoniah was still vibrant. Asit iswritten "The
Chorosh and the Masger athousand.” (Kings Il 24) Chorosh refersto the scholars that
cause al to be mute (chorosh) when they begin to expound on the Torah. Masger refers
to those erudite scholars who, when at aloss to solve a Halachic problem, can find no
superior to solve it for them. Gitin 88a
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So did Nebuchadnezzar do. He gathered daily the Jewish poor that he had brought into
exile and were in need of food and supplied them. This Daniel had in mind when he gave
Nebuchadnezzer advice because he saw the exiles going door to door for food. Sotah
2l1a Rashi (Hen Tihevei)

V. Exileto Spain
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And the captivity of this host of the children of Israel under the Canaanites reaching until
Tzarfas (France) and the captivity of Jerusalem, which isin Sepharad (Spain), shall
possess the cities of the south. Obadia 20

B. The Story of the first settlement of Spain by Don Isaac Abarbanel.

V. Jewish Martyrdom
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Now among these (exiles) were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah. Unto whom the chief of the courtiers gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the
name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to
Azariah, of Abednego. Daniel 1:6,7.
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Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits,
and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of
Babylon...And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into
the midst of a burning fiery furnace...Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near
and accused the Jews. There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the
province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego: these men, O king, have not
regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set
up. Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego. Then they brought these men before the king...Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego, answered and said to the king,O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to
answer thee in this matter. Behold our G-d whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it
known unto thee O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image
which thou hast set up...And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army
to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery
furnace. ...Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace
exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego...And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down
bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace....He answered and said Lo, | see four
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire and they have no hurt; and the form of the
fourth islike an angel. Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery
furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, M eshach, and Abed-nego,ye servants of the Most
High G-d, come forth and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came
forth of the midst of the fire. Then Nebuchadnezzar spake and said, Blessed be the G--d
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel and delivered his
servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies
that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own G-d. Daniel 3
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TIMELINE*
DATE EVENT
2000 (1760 BCE) ABRAHAM'S EXODUS FROM UR
KASDIM
2448 (1312 BCE) EXODUS FROM EGYPT
2928 (832 BCE) BUILDING OF BAISHAMIKDASH
3205 (555 BCE) EXILE OF THE TEN TRIBES
3327 (433 BCE) EXILE OF JEHOIAKIM
3338 (422 BCE) DESTRUCTION OF BAISHAMIKDASH

* All dates are based on the traditional Jewish dating system of the Seder Olam.
Alternate dating systems are discussed in subsequent lectures.



