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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What isthe meaning of Nimrod's name?

2. Who conquered the city of Ebla? Which Egyptian king was his
contemporary?

3. What was the name of Abraham’s mother?
4. Whereis Ur located?
5. Describe the confrontation between Abraham and Nimrod.

This and much more will be addressed in the second lecture of this
saries; "Abraham and Nimrod: Confrontation in Ancient
M esopotamia” .

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

This lecture is dedicated to the merit and honor and refuah
shelaima of X”»°%w onmar 12 5w 297 Rabbi Shaiall Zachariash.
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Series XII1 Lecture #2
ABRAHAM AND NIMROD: CONFRONTATION IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA

l. Nimrod
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And the sons of Ham: Kush, and Egypt, and Put, and Canaan. . . . And Kush fathered Nimrod; he
was the first on earth to be a mighty one. He was a mighty hunter before the L-rd; therefore it is
said, As Nimrod the mighty hunter before the L-rd. Genesis 10:6, 8, 9
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And Kush fathered Nimrod: Until Nimrod, no one ate meat. Nimrod came, caught [wild
animals] and ate [them]. That is why it is stated, “. . . he was the first on earth to be a mighty
one.” Another explanation [of] “. . . he was the first on earth to be a mighty one”: He waged war
throughout the land, defeated [his enemies], and took reins of power (lit. kingdom) through brute
force. Midrash Agadah Beraishis 10:8
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He was a mighty hunter: He would ensnare people and kill them. before the L-rd: He knew
his Master but intentionally rebelled against Him. therefore it is said, [As Nimrod the mighty
hunter beforethe L-rd:] Thisis referring to Esau who [was compared to Nimrod]. [Esau] was
referred to as, “aman who knew how to trap.” (Gen. 25:27) Ibid. 10:9
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He was thefirst on earth to be a mighty one (Gen. 10:8) Rashi wrote that [he was the first] to
cause the entire world to rebel against the Holy One, blessed be He, through the plan of the
generation of the “separation” (the Tower of Babel). If so, “he was the first,” means [the first]
after the Flood, asit actually began in the generation of Enosh. It is possible, [however,] that [out
and out] rebellion began in the generation of the “separation”. At the time of Enosh they didn’t
rebel [directly] against the Light but rather worshipped other gods in addition to Hashem.
Commentary of Ramban to Genesis 10:8
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He was a mighty hunter before the L-rd: “He would capture the minds of people and would
deceive them into rebelling against the Omnipresent. Therefore any person who was aware of
G-d's existence but who would act with such brazen malice to rebel against Him would be
referred to as a [modern day] Nimrod.” (Rashi) This is aso the opinion of our Sages of blessed
memory. (Eiruvin 53a) Rabbi Avraham [ibn Ezra] explains this in a contrary manner, according
to the simple sense of the verse. [According to him,] Nimrod began displaying his strength
against animals to hunt them [down]. The explanation [of the phrase], “before the L-rd” is that
he would build altars and bring the animals [that he caught] as a burnt offering before Hashem.
[R. Avraham ibn Ezra's] words do not seem to me to be correct. Behold he is justifying an evil
person, for through [the chain of] tradition did our Rabbis know of his evil. What seemsto meto
be correct is that [Nimrod] began to rule over people through his might. He was the first ruler [by
force], for up until his time there were no wars and no kings. He first overpowered the people of
Babylon and then went on to Ashur. He acted as he saw fit and expanded [his empire]. He built
there fortified cities through his brute strength. This is what is meant by the verse, “And the
beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh . . .” 1bid. Genesis 10:9
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And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of
Shinar. Genesis10:10
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And the beginning of his kingdom was Babylon . . . For he took the position of king by force.
Midrash Agadah Bereishis 10:10
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“And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech, and Accad, and Caneh in the land of
Shinar." (Gen. 10:10) ‘Babel’ in its usual sense; ‘Erech’ i.e. Urikath; ‘Accad’ i.e. Baskar;

‘Caneh’, i.e. Nupar Ninpi. Yoma 10a
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Out of that land went forth Assyria, and built Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah, And
Resen between Nineveh and Calah; which isagreat city. Genesis 10:11-12

DX 72°7 (° PPWRI) 2270 77 WK DI 27 °IN MWK RYY RO PIRT P (C DOWRI) (2
NI 97 7 {93 L,JWOMT NAD T T Y NI2I07,I9AWwnD T Il AP0 DRI Y DA DRI %)
" 1977 PV RO7L,TIDOVPR T T 107 .PTAT 1WA RO 095 127 711 12 07 DRI L0713
Y AT TP (3 7IP) IR RITWD LA9ITAT PV (07 OX 79177 YT 7I° OR YT OPR

S RRYLPITAT OV ROT I3 SAIN NI T 0 nWHW J2nm 0°7—KY 79173

Out of that land went Ashur. R. Joseph learnt: ‘Ashur’ i.e. Silok (Selucia). And built Nineveh
and Rehoboth-ir, and Calah. ‘Nineveh' in its usual sense; ‘Rehoboth-ir’, i.e. Perath of Meshan.
‘Cdah’ i.e., Perath de Borsif. And Resen between Nineveh and Calah the same is the great city.
‘Resen’ i.e.,, Ctesiphon. ‘The same is the great city’ [From here] | do not know yet whether by
‘the great city’ Nineveh or Resen is meant. But, as Scripture says, Now Nineveh was an
exceeding great city unto G-d, of three days journey, say that by ‘the great city’, Nineveh is
meant. Yoma 10a
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From that land went out Ashur: This was because Ashur saw that his sons were rebelling
against the Holy One, blessed be He, and built a city and a tower in the land of Shinar in the
kingdom of Nimrod. Why was his name called Nimrod? Because he rebelled (mar ad) against the
Holy One, blessed be He. He left them to their devices and he went to another land. As a resullt,
the Holy One, blessed be He, gave him a spirit and understanding and he built Nineveh, the city
Rehoboth, Calah, and Resen. And because he fled from them and didn’'t want to be part of the
plan to rebel against the Holy One, blessed be He, when the people of Nineveh sinned, the Holy
One, blessed be He, told Yona (Jonah) ben Amitai to go there and prophesy to them. The Holy
One, blessed be He, said to him, “[Since] their forefather left his land for My honor, therefore,
go as [My] messenger to the members of his city.” This is something that was unprecedented.
Even though we find other prophets who prophesied regarding other nations, they never traveled
there. Midrash Agadah Bereishis 10:11
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Which isa great city: Thisis Nineveh, as it says, “Nineveh was a great city unto G-d.” (Jonah
3:3) Why does it say, “a great city unto G-d”? Because they sinned immorally with their bodies,
as it says, “How can | do this great wickedness and sin against G-d.” (Gen. 39:9) They also
sinned greatly through idolatry, as it says, “You have sinned a great sin.” (Exodus 32:30) I bid.



Series XII| 4 Lecture #2

G.
311,790 QW 2327 WK 0D ,TIWKR IR KXY 1IIND — MWK KXY ,POY 1991 — R0 PRI 0
0*127) YIIR IINRIPY WA ToM AW KXY, (T T2 927m3) FINXY 12Y7 IR 980 KREY (WD
S/ TIIMI PARY MWK PAR XIPN TI9T .10 0277, (79 X DR°1T) D173 w1572 IR W, (R A
DX 19977 771903 PIRY P00 7103 PAR DRI 2912 MWK DRI (77 700) MKW MO
NPAT BY 03 123079 — TO¥ 7122 XI7 0D ,IN71232 T 9°07 A9 DRI Y D127 DRI 7137
PRI NAWNI 197 ,779232 3IND AW 93 AN PR 03 ,3°95% — 77 %10% AuRI IR TIXD
*10%7 K377 WHIT 7NI917 172V ,INAWa YR 1207 WK 95 00, (R 1 2vh) oonh-xi v1pb
R’ P10D 7 PID MR 17227 :1°100 XI7 0%pn 99395, (323 XIpY)

From that land, as he ruled over it, he went out [to] Ashur (Assyria). This means that he went
out to Ashur, for Ashur was a descendant of Shem. . . .. There are many instances [that the word
“to” is missing but implied]. That is why the land of Assyriais called, “the land of Nimrod”, as it
says (Michah 5:5), “And they shall rule the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of
Nimrod with the keen blade; . . .” The land of Nimrod is alluding to Nineveh, the city Rehoboth,
and Calah. [Scripture] further describes his might, that he was a mighty hunter, for he
overpowered wild animals and caught them. Scripture says, “Before the L-rd,” as an expression
of magnification, for there was no one under the heaven that compared to his might. Similarly we
find, “The earth also was corrupt before G-d,” for everything on earth became corrupted. Thisis
similar to the verse, “that soul shall be cut off from My presence,” for everyplace is before Him.
Commentary of Ramban to Gen. 10:11
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He was the first on earth to be a mighty one. With [Kush's] son did the idea of kingship, to
overcome and rule over other people, first begin. In truth this was G-d’ s will and thisis how the
world is preserved. For if it wouldn’'t be for the fear of the government (lit. kingdom), a man
would swallow up his friend alive. (Avos 3:2) Nimrod was the first to do this and that is why he
is called, “a mighty hunter before the L-rd.” For with his might he fulfilled the will of Hashem
and for this he is called, “a servant of Hashem” as Nevuchadnezzer was called, “my servant.”
(Kings Il Chapter 24:10) Therefore it was said, [“as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the L-rd”],
on an evil man, for in any case, his actions are pleasing before G-d. Thisis an amazing and novel
thing that such a thing could be said about such a person, “as Nimrod the mighty hunter before
theL-rd” Sefer Haamek Davar Bereishis 10:8, 9, 10
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He was a mighty hunter: He initially displayed his might by hunting wild animals, for they
were abundant during that period and the [masses] attributed godly powers to anyone who
exhibited unusual courage (or strength) in hunting wild animals. Regarding this [so called godly
power] does it say, “before G-d.” And through this did he gather unto himself followers and
[through them did] he eventually vanquish other people. Commentary of Malbim to Gen. 10:9
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And they said, Come, let us build us a city: This plan was devised by the leaders of that
generation in order to enable Nimrod to rule over al of humanity. And a tower, whose top may
reach to heaven; and let us make us a name: Let us make a name that will be associated with
the tower and let the prominence of its height and the greatness of the city [in which it is located]
become widely known amongst all of humanity, so that it be associated in people’s minds with
the god of all gods and all will seek it out. Their intention was so that the king of that city would
rule over al of humanity, as all would seek it out. Commentary of Sforno to Gen. 11:4
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Ashur went out: This occurred before the nations separated from each other and they still had a
common language, Nimrod was king, and the children of Shem, Ham, and Yefes were [yet]
intermingled. Nonetheless, there were many cities, as it is stated in [Gen.] 11:4. Ashur went out
and built these cities next to Babylon, but they were under the dominion of King Nimrod. In
[Bereishis] Rabbah it is stated that Ashur was praised for his leaving Nimrod. This is also true,
for in his heart he was estranged from him and he didn’t agree to the common plan. But he didn’t
have the power to totally separate himself, as the decree of Nimrod was in full force. Thisis the
idea of the tower, as will be explained. For this reason he left his domain and built severa cities
in his land adjacent to the city of Babylon. Because of this, even after the people became
separated [from each other] as a punishment, Ashur remained in his place in his cities and as a
separate kingdom. Sefer Haamek Davar Bereishis 10:11
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Which isthe great city: According to the simple explanation, after he built Resen between these
two cities, these three cities became connected and became a large city with separate sections.
Afterwards they were al caled after the name of Nineveh. [After writing these lines, |
discovered that the Sefer Ksav V' Kabbalah says the same thing.] 1bid 10:11

Il. Abraham
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[ There were] ten generations from Adam to Noah, in order to make known how long-extended is
long suffering with Him, for all those generations were repeatedly acting provokingly, until He
brought upon them the waters of the flood. [ There were] ten generations from Noah to Abraham,
in order to make known how long-extended is long-suffering with Him; for all those generations
were repeatedly acting provokingly, until Abraham, our father, came and received the reward of
all of them.
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And the L-rd G-d formed man (Gen. 2:7): Through the merit of Avraham. Rabbi Levi said:
“the greatest man among the Anakim (giants).” is referring to Avraham. Why was he called the
greatest? Because he was actually fit to have been created before Adam. However, the Holy One,
blessed be He, said, “Lest he cause ruination [to the world] and there won't be anyone of his
stature to restore it. Rather, | am going to initialy create Adam, because even if he ruins things,
Avraham will eventualy come and restoreit.” Midrash Bereishis Rabbah 14:6
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And Terah lived seventy years, and fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Now these are the
generations of Terah; Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran fathered Lot. And
Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans.
And Abram and Nahor took wives; the name of Abram’s wife was Sarai; and the name of
Nahor’'s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah. But
Saral was barren; she had no child. And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his
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grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife; and they went forth with them
from Ur of the Chaldeans, to go to the land of Canaan; and they came to Haran, and lived there.
And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years; and Terah died in Haran. Genesis
11:26-32
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R. Chanan b. Rava further stated in the name of Rav: [The name of] the mother of Abraham
[was| Amathlai the daughter of Karnebo; [the name of] the mother of Haman was Amathlai, the
daughter of Oravti; and your mnemonic [may be], “unclean [to] unclean, clean [to] clean.” The
mother of David was named Nitzbeth the daughter of Adael. The mother of Samson [was named]
Tzlelponith, and his sister, Nashyan. In what [respect] do [these names] matter? In respect of a
reply to the heretics. Bava Basra 91a

C. The city of Ur has been excavated recently and we now have a rather complete picture of
the conditions prevailing there at the time. Ur was one of the most ancient cities. The name
means "the city" (Hebrew "Ir"). It was a sacred city dedicated . . . to the Moon-god. Countless
other gods were worshipped, but the moon god was supreme. For his worship a quarter of the
city was set aside. A mighty ziggurat went up in three stages, the lowest about 35 feet high, with
the effect of a stepped pyramid. Three brick stairways led to the top of the first stage; from there
more stairs led to the uppermost stage. It was a mountain of brickwork into which millions of
bricks had gone and was called the "Hill of Heaven" or the Mountain of G-d. At the time of
Abraham it was aready very old. Hundreds of little public chapels, which must have played a
great part in the life of the people, were spread over the city. Besides, nearly every house had a
chapel for the household gods, containing an atar with clay terra-cotta reliefs of the gods. The
religion of Ur was a polytheism of the grossest type. Written texts have preserved the names of
about 5000 separate Sumerian gods or 5000 variant names of an indefinite number of Sumerian
gods. Above those multiple petty gods was the city's lord and king, the Moon god, the patron
who did not take care of the small needs of the people. These historical facts, tally very well with
the tradition that Terach was a manufacturer of idols, which must have been a flourishing
business at this time, when everyone worshipped his own idolsin his own home.

General education was wide-spread. Though it cannot be supposed that everyone was able to
read and write, a suprisingly large number could. Elementary schools were common throughout
the town. The curriculum contained writing exercises, dictation, the reading of hymns, and
arithmetic. The more advanced pupils worked at square and cube roots and exercises in practical
geometry. Universal Jewish History Vol.1 by Dr. Phillip Biberfeld. 1948 Pages 118-119

D. A closer glimpse at the personal life of the family of Terah at Ur has become possible by
the excavation of middle-class houses belonging to this particular period. The houses show
comfort, even luxury. Two stories high, they contained thirteen or fourteen rooms arranged
around a central court supplying light and air. Entering the house from the street, one came into a
tiny lobby, with adrain in its floor where a visitor might wash his hands and feet. The lobby led
into the central court into which opened the rooms of the first floor. There was a reception room
for guests, a kitchen, a room for the servants, and the domestic chapel. On one side was a brick
stair leading to the upper floor, and behind it a lavatory. On the upper floor were five rooms for
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the use of the family, all branching off from a wood gallery so that one could enter any room
without passing through another. Univer sal Jewish History Vol. 2 Pages 203-204

Danish archaeologists, digging on Bahrein Island in the Persian Gulf, found there a flush toilet
constructed by the Sumerians about 4000 years ago. Universal Jewish History Vol. 2 Page 201
Note 5
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R. Ammi b. Abba also said: Abraham was three years old when he acknowledged the Creator,
for it is written, Because [ekev] that Abraham obeyed my voice: the numerical value of ekev is
one hundred seventy two. Nedarim 32a
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: This is analogous to someone who was traveling from place to place and
saw a mansion burning. He said [to himself], “How can this mansion be without someone in
charge?’ The master of the mansion peeked out at him and told him, “I am the master of the
mansion.” So too, our Patriarch Abraham said to himself, “How can this world exist without
someone in charge?” The Holy One, blessed be He, peeked out at him and said, “| am the master
of theworld.” Bereishis Rabbah 39:1
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[Mankind, who had previously embraced polytheism,] was continuing on that path until the birth
of the pillar of the world, Avraham Avinu (Abraham, our Patriarch). As soon as this mighty
individual was weaned [from his mother’s breast], while still young, his mind began searching
day and night [for the truth]. He was wondering, “How is it possible that this galgal [sphere
which surrounds the earth,] constantly rotates without someone infusing it with renewed force?
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Who could be causing it to rotate, for it isimpossible for it to rotate on its own?’ He didn’t have
a mentor, someone to inform him [of the truth], as he was firmly rooted in Ur Kasdim (of the
Chaldeans), [living] amongst idolators and fools. His father and mother, and all of the people
were idolators. Although he worshiped together with them, his mind [continued to] search and
anayze until, through proper logic, he grasped the true way and discerned the correct line of
reasoning, i.e. that there was one G-d who rotates the galgal (sphere), He created everything and
thereis no other G-d in all of existence besides Him. He realized [then] that the entire world was
in error. The thing that made them err was that they [originally] worshipped the stars and the
spiritual beings [and attributed to them such power] that the real truth was beyond their grasp.
Avraham was forty years old when he recognized his Creator. Once he recognized and knew
this, he began to challenge the members of Ur Kasdim and to present alogica case against their
beliefs, in effect saying that their’ sis not the true path. He broke their idols and began to let them
know that it is only right to serve the G-d of the world. [Only] to Him isit fit to prostrate oneself,
to bring sacrifices and to offer libations in order that all of mankind should recognize Him. It is
[also] befitting to destroy their images so that the masses, who think that there is no [true] G-d
but only minor gods, should not be led astray by them. Since he overpowered them with his
proofs, the king desired to kill him. A miracle was made on his behalf and he left to go to Haran.
Rambam Hilchos Avodah Zara 1:2-3
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And Haran died in the presence of his father Terah: Rabbi Chiya brei dRav Ada of Yaffo
said: Terah was a server [or a maker] of idols. One time he went away and placed Avraham in
charge to sell [the idols] in his place. When a person would come to buy he would ask him,
“How old are you?’ If the person would reply, for instance that he was fifty or sixty, he would
tell him, “Woe to such a person who is sixty and is bowing down to something that is only a day
old!"” Feeling embarrassed the man would leave. One time a lady came in carrying a bowl of
flour and said to him, “Here take this and bring this as a sacrifice before them (the idols).” With
that, Avraham got up and took a club and smashed al of the idols [save one] and put the club in
the hands of the biggest one. When his father arrived home he asked him, “Who did this?’ He
replied, “1 can't hide this from you. A certain woman came carrying a bowl of flour and asked
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me to bring it as a sacrifice before them. | went to bring it before them [and they then started
bickering amongst themselves.] One [of the idols said,] ‘1 want to to be the first to eat from it.’
Then another said, ‘[No!] | am going to eat from it first.” The biggest one from amongst them
then [settled the issue.] He took a club and smashed [the rest of them].” [Terah] then said to him,
“What kind of stories are you making up! Do they then know what is happening?’ Avraham
replied, “Listen to what you just said!” Terah then took him and handed him over to Nimrod.
[Nimrod] told him, “Go worship [the god of] fire!” Avraham replied, “Let me rather worship
water, which has the power to extinguish fire.” “So go then and worship water!” “If so, then |
should worship the clouds which bears water.” “So go then and worship clouds!” “If so, let me
worship the wind that scatters the clouds.” “So go then and worship the wind!” “If so let me
worship the human who has the ability to withstand the power of the wind.” [Nimrod then said to
him,] “With your empty rhetoric you are just playing with me! | only worship fire and | am
going to throw you into it. Let the G-d before whom you prostrate yourself come and save you!”
Haran, [Avraham’s brother] kept himself at a distance. He said to himsalf, “If Avraham is
victorious | will say that | am on Avraham’s side and if Nimrod is victorious, I'll say that | am
with Nimrod.” When Avraham went down to the fiery furnace and was saved, they asked
[Haran], “With whom do you side?” He said to them, “I am with Avraham.” Thereupon they
took him and threw him into the fire. [Although his body wasn’t burned,] his intestines became
singed and he died upon leaving [the furnace] in front of his father Terah. This is what is meant
by the verse, “And Haran died in the presence of his father Terah.” Midrash Bereishis Rabbah
38:13
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Rav Chanan bar Rava said in the name of Rav, "Avraham Avinu was imprisoned for ten years,
three in Cutha and seven in Kurdistan." Rav Chisda said that Ibra Zieira (an area adjacent to the
city) of Cuthawas Ur Kasdim. Bava Basra 91a
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And Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the land of his birth: Rashi in his
commentary based himself upon the Midrash Bereishis Rabbah 38:13: Terah complained against
Avram, his son, to Nimrod for having smashed his idols; and, as a result, Nimrod cast him into
the fiery furnace. Haran sat on the side and said, “If Avram is victorious | will be on his side and
if Nimrod comes out victorious | will be on his side.” When Avram was saved, they asked
[Haran], “Whose side are you on?’ He replied, “I am on Avram’s side!” Thereupon they cast
him into the fiery furnace and he was burned. This is [the meaning of] Ur Kasdim, [as ur in
Aramaic means fire]. Menachem [ibn Saruk], [however,] explains that ur is a valley. Similarly
we find (Isaiah 24:15), “In the valleys glorify the L-rd.” And similarly (ibid. 11.8), “the hole of
the viper.” Any hole and deep cleft (valley) is called ur. - The information regarding this incident
which our Rabbis received is true and | am going to elucidate it. Our Patriarch Avraham was not
bornin Ur Kasdim, for our forefathers were descended from Shem. The Kasdim (Chaldeans) and
al of the land of Shinar are part of the lands of the descendants of Ham. Scripture (Gen. 14:13)
refers to Avaham as “Avram Halvri” (the Hebrew or descendant of Ever) not “HaKasdi” (the
Chaldean). [Furthermore] it is written (Joshua 24:2), “Y our fathers lived on the other side of the
river in old time, Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nahor.” The phrase, “in old
time” indicates that it was their origind birthplace. [In addition] it is written, “And | took your
father Abraham from the other side of the river.” The proof for thisis that Nahor lived in Haran.
If the [original] place of Terah was Ur Kasdim, in the land of Shinar, and Scripture relates that
when Terah left from there he only took Avram, his son, Lot, the son of Haran, his grandson, and
Saral, his daughter-in-law. If so, Nahor should have remained in Ur Kasdim [and not in Haran].
But the truth is that the land of their birth was the land of Aram which isin Ever HaNahar (the
other bank of the river), which has always been the inheritance of their forefathers. Scripture
relates (Gen. 10:30), “And their dwelling was from Mesha, as you go to Sephar, a mount of the
east.” This areaincluded all of them, asiit is stated (ibid. 10:31), “. . . in their lands, after their
nations.” It is also written (Numbers 23:7), “Balak the king of Moab has brought me from Aram,
from the mountains of the east.” Behold, he and his forefathers lived in that land from time
immemorial.

We find in the Talmud that Avraham was imprisioned in Cutha. That city is not located in the
land of the Kasdim (Chaldeans), as it is written (Kings Il 17:24), “And the king of Assyria
brought men from Babylon, and from Cutha, and from Ava, and from Hamath, [and from
Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the people of Israel; and they
took possession of Samaria, and lived inits cities].” And it iswritten (ibid. 17:30), “And the men
of Babylon made Succoth-Benoth, and the men of Cutha made Nergal, and the men of Hamath
made Ashima.” It seems, however, that [Cutha] is a city in Ever HaNahar in the land of Aram
Naharaim (Mesopotamia), for Haran is a name of acity in Aram Naharaim, as it is written (Gen.
24:10), “And he went to Mesopotamia (Aram Naharaim), to the city of Nahor.” That city was
Haran. In addition, we researched this and we know from many disciples who lived in that land
that Cuthais a large city which is situated between Haran and Ashur, distant from the country of
Babylon. A distance of six days travel separates Cutha and Haran. It is included, however, in
Ever HaNahar by the fact of its being situated between Aram Naharaim and the Euphrates, the
border of Eretz Yisrael, and between the Tigris which flows to the east of Ashur. Behold Terah
begot his older sons, Avraham and Nahor in Ever HaNahar, the land of his forefathers, and
traveled with Avraham, his son, to the land of the Kasdim. There, his younger brother, Haran,
was born to him. Nahor, his son, remained in Ever HaNahar, in Haran. Either he was born there
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or he subsequently resettled there from Cutha. This is the meaning of the verse (Gen. 11:28), “. .
. in the land of his birth, in Ur Kasdim (of the Chaldeans),” for that was the birthplace of Haran
alone, [and not the birthplace of his brothers].

This well accepted ideais also found in a book of ancient history, as the Rambam in his Moreh
Nevuchim (Guide to the Perplexed) Book Il Chapter 29 writes. For in the book, “The
agricultural work of Egypt” it is stated that Avram, who was born in Cutha, disputed the
common opinion, held by the masses, who worshiped the sun. The king put him in prison and he
still pressed his arguments against them for the extended period that he was there. Afterwards the
king was frightened that Avram would ruin his country and would sway the people from their
beliefs, so he banished him from his land and sent him away to the border of the land of Canaan,
after he had confiscated all of his belongings. Behold, in any case, in that place, a miracle was
done to our Patriarch Avraham. Either it was a hidden miracle, that [Hashem] influenced the
king to spare Avram and not kill him and sent him free from prison, or it was an open miracle
that he cast him into a fiery furnace and he was saved, according to the version of our Sages.
Now don't be led astray by the arguments of Rabbi Avraham [ibn Ezra] who questions [the
veracity of the tradition] by the fact that Scripture doesn’t mention this miracle, for |1 will give
you an additional reason and proof to this and to other similar events [that were not recorded or
highlighted by Scripture] (see the commentary of Ramban to Gen. 46:15. There he argues that
Scripture only records those miracles that were first predicted by a prophet. He supports his
thesis by citing several examples). The nations, however, didn’'t record this incident in their
works because they disagreed with [Avraham’s] theology and attributed the miracle [of Ur
Kasdim] to sorcery, just as they did with Moshe Rabbainu in Egypt at first [before the third
plague]. For this reason Scripture does not record this miracle, for it would have to mention, as
well, the opinions of those who disagreed with Avraham, as it did with the sorcerers in Egypt,
and [in addition] the position of Avraham was not accepted by them in the way that Moshe’s was
finally accepted by those who initially refused to believe in him. This is the meaning of the verse
(Gen. 15:7), “I am the L-rd who brought you out of Ur Kasdim to give you this land to inherit
it.” The phrase, “who brought you out (hotzaisicha),” is indicative of a miraculous deliverance,
as He does not use the phrase, “who took you out (lokachticha) of Ur Kasdim,” [which would
mean that G-d convinced him to leave on his own]. Scripture, however, uses the term,
“hotzaisicha” which means that He took him out from imprisonment, similar to the phrase
(Exodus 20:2), “who brought you out (hotzaisicha) from the land of Egypt.”

It says (Gen. 15:7), “to give you this land to inherit it,” for at the time that He brought him out
from Ur Kasdim it was Hiswill to raise him up and give him thisland. At the time that they were
saved, Terah, his father, and Avraham had in mind to travel to the land of Canaan in order to
distance themselves from the land of the Kasdim for fear of the king, for Haran was close to
them, they were essentially one nation, speaking one language, for they both (Ur Kasdim and
Haran) spoke Aramaic. They wanted to travel to a people who couldn’t understand the language
of the king nor of his people.

Scripture relates, “. . . and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldeans, to go to the land
of Canaan; and they cameto Haran . . .” Thisis because their families and forefathers lived there
from time immemorial. They stayed amongst them and remained there for an extended time. It
was there that Avraham was commanded to fulfill what he had originally planned to do, i.e. to go
to the land of Canaan. He forsook his father who died there in Haran, his land, and went with his
wife and Lot, his brother’s son, towards the land of Canaan. This is what is meant in Scripture
(Joshua 24:3), “And | took your father Avraham from Ever HaNahar (the other side of the river),
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and led him throughout all the land of Canaan,” for he was commanded to do this while he was
in Ever HaNahar and from there He took him and led him throughout all of the land of Canaan.

Behold, according to the opinion of our Rabbis, the term, Ur Kasdim, is to be understood
literally. This is similar to the verse (Isaiah 44:16), “I am warm, | have seen the fire (ur).”
Although the verse states (Gen. 11:31), “. . . and they (Terah and Avraham) went forth with them
(Sarah and Lot) from Ur Kasdim,” [which indicates that Terah was also in Ur Kasdim], Avraham
was the principle party [and the others were attached to him]. Alternately, the place itself was
received the name, “Ur Kasdim,” because of the miracle that occurred there, just as we find in
the verse (Deuteronomy 9:22), “And at Taverah (where there was a fire), and at Massah (where
you tested G-d), and at Kivroth-Hattaavah (where you were buried because of your desires), you
provoked the L-rd to anger,” and other citations. [By using this expression,] Scripture is hinting
that as soon as he left the furnace, they all escaped from there. In my opinion, the explanation of
the verse (Isaiah 24:15), “glorify the L-rd in the urim,” [which Menachem interprets to mean,
“valleys,”] is to be understood in accordance to our Rabbis words. Urim are high mountains on
which signal fires are lit to relay news quickly over adistance. . . . Commentary of Ramban to
Genesis11:28
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It is quite concelvable that it was called Ur Kasdim because of the fire of the furnace. The word,
“kesed”, then, is derived from the word “sid” - limestone, as the “kaf” is at times added, asin the
word, “ksuso” (hisgarment - which we find without the “ kaf”, asin Gen. 49:11), “he washed his
garments in wine, and his clothes (suso) in the blood of grapes.” [Another instance is:] keruvim
(cherubs) which means keravia (like a child - ravia is a child in Aramaic) according to our Sages
of blessed memory. The word achzar (cruel) is derived from chzar (like - “ch” - a “zar” - a
stranger). The verse (Job 5:26), “You shall come to your grave with arich harvest (b’ kelach) . .
" The word “ kelach” is akin to the word “lachluchus’. This practice is most applicable to
proper names which widely add letters, asis well known. [Our Sages| have stated that they threw
Avraham in the fiery furnace, which is Ur Kasid (the fire of burning limestone). Commentary
of Malbim to Genesis 11:28



