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THE LIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series| Lecture #2

THE HIDDEN TREASURES OF THE SANCTUARY
The hidden location of the "Mishkan" (Tabernacle) and the "kailim" (vessels) of the
"BaisHaMikdash" (Holy Temple of Jerusalem)

l. The Mishkan (Tabernacle)

A.

IN2 QWM IPPNWY IWASW MW Y ¥R HaDaa 1owWnT 1Y PARD 101030 11

v”OWI .TIPN QW AN X2 1Y 1owWnT nIveRY Sva°py o°1ar bW nva ow 1133 nvvwh

n°2% X2 1WA WP OW 1129 793R XY 290 *HY nnwy LA wa 1own ey 7w
2:X 77°137 N2 NI9Y ARION 0 0730 LTI DUWHn VAW 193 291 019 .07y

As soon as they entered the land they erected the "Mishkan" (Tabernacle) in Gilgal for
the period of fourteen yearsin which they conquered and divided the land. From there
they came to Shilo, and they built there a house of stone and spread the curtains of the
"Mishkan" over it and there was no roof there. For a period of three hundred and sixty
nine years the "Mishkan" stood at Shilo. When Eli died it became desol ate (ceased to
function) and they came to [Nov and] Givon and they built there a Sanctuary. From
Givon they came to the Eternal House (Bais HaMikdash). The period of Nov and Givon
lasted fifty seven years. Rambam, Y ad Hachazaka, Hilchos Bais HaBechira 1:2
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And they brought up the Ark of the Lord, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all
the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle, those did the priests and the L evites bring up
... And the priests brought in the Ark of the Covenant of the L-rd unto his place, into the
inner sanctuary of the house, to the most holy place, under the wings of the Cherubim ...
There was nothing in the Ark save the two tablets of stone which Moses put there at
Horeb, when the L-rd made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of
the land of Egypt. Kingsl 8:4, 6,9
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When the "Bais HaMikdash" (Holy Temple) was built, the "Mishkan" (Tabernacle of the
congregation) was hidden together with its hooks, boards, bars, columns and sockets.
Even so, (that the mishkan was put away) they only used the table that M oshe made and
the Menorah that M oshe made [and not the tables and Menorahs that Shlomo built]. They
did not need the special anointing oil (to rededicate the table and Menorah) because the
original sanctification was valid at itstime and for ever. Tosephta Sota 13:1
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Where is [the Mishkan hidden]? Rav Chisda said in the name of Abimi: [It is] under the
catacombs of the Sanctuary. Sotah 9a
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"Accaciawood standing up" (Exodus 26:15) Lest you may say "Their hopeislost, their
expectation is frustrated” (that the boards will never reappear), Scripture expressly states:
"Accaciawood standing up" implying that they will stand for ever to al eternity.
Sukkah 45b

1. The Ark of the Covenant (WT7Ip 79IX)
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When the Ark was hidden, there was hidden with it the bottle containing the Manna, and
the jug containing the anointing oil, the staff of Aaron, with its amonds and blossoms,
and the chest which the Philistines had sent as a gift to the G-d of Isradl, asit issaid:
"And put the jewels of gold which you return to Him for a guilt-offering in a coffer by
the side thereof and send it away that it may go." (Samuel | 6:8) Who hid it? - Josiah hid
it. What was his reason for hiding it? - He saw the Scriptural passage: "The L-rd will
bring thee and thy King whom thou shalt set over thee." (Deuteronomy 28:36), therefore
hehidit, asitissad: "And he said to the Levites, that taught all Israel, that were holy
unto the L-rd: Put the holy Ark into the house which Solomon, the son of David, King of
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Israel did build. There shall no more be aburden upon your shoulders now. Serve now
the L-rd your G-d and His people Israel.” (Chronicles |1 35:3) Rabbi Eliezer said: "The
Ark went into exile to Babylonia, asit was. Nothing (no word) shall be left, saith the
L-rd." (Isaiah 39:6) i.e. the Ten Commandments contained therein. Rabbi Shimon said:
The Ark went into exile to Babylonia, asit was said: "In the following year King
Nebuchadnezzar sent and had him brought to Babel together with the precious vessels of
the house of the Lord." (Chronicles |l 34:10) Rabbi Y ehudah ben Lakish said: the Ark
was hidden inits place as it was said: "And the staves were so long that the ends of the
staves were seen from the holy place, even before the Sanctuary; but they could not be
seen without; and there they are unto thisday." (Kings| 8:8) Tosephta Sota 13:2
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Rabbi Nachman said: It was taught that the Ark was hidden away in the Chamber of the
wood-shed. Rabbi Nachman ben Isaac said: Thus were we aso taught (Shekalim 6:2): It
happened to a certain priest who was whiling away his time that he saw a block of
pavement that was different from the others. He came and informed his fellow, but before
he could complete his account, his soul departed. Thus they knew definitely that the Ark
was hidden there. What had he been doing? Rabbi Chelbo said: He was playing with his
axe. The School of Rabbi Yishmael taught: Two priests, afflicted with a ablemish, were
sorting the woods when the axe of one of them slipped from his hand and fell on that
place, whereupon a flame burst forth and consumed him. Y oma 54a

C. It was also in the writing that the prophet, in obedience to arevelation, gave
orders that the tent and the Ark should accompany him, and that he went away to the
mountain where Moses went up and beheld G-d's inheritance. And Jeremiah came and
found a cave-dwelling, and he took the tent and the ark and the incense dltar into it, and
he blocked up the door. And some of those who followed him came up to mark the road,
and they could not find it. But when Jeremiah found it out, he blamed them and said,
"The place shall be unknown until G-d gathers the congregation of his people together
and shows his mercy. Then the L-rd will show where they are, and the glory of the L-rd
will appear, as they were shown in the days of Moses, and when Solomon asked that the
place might be made very sacred." Maccabees|| 2:4-8
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These are the holy vessels that were hidden when the Temple was destroyed: The
Tabernacle (Mishkan), the vell, the holy Menorah, the Ark of the Testimony (containing
the Luchos), the forehead plate of gold - the holy crown of Aaron the priest, the breast
plate of justice and the trumpets of silver, the Cheruvim, the altar of the burnt offering,
the vell of the Tent of Appointment, the forks and bowls, the table and the partition of the
entrance, the copper altar, the holy raiments that the High Priest would wear on Yom
Kippur, the bells and pomegranates that were on the hem of the robe, and the holy vessels
that Moshe made at Mount Sinai according to the commandment of Hashem, the staff

and jug of Manna. These are the holy vessels and vessels of the Temple that werein
Jerusalem and every other holy place. They were written by Shimur the Levi and his
colleagues on a copper tablet [together] with the vesseals of the Holy of Holies which
were made by Solomon the son of David. And together with Shimur were Chizkiah,
Tzidkiah, Chagai the prophet, and Zecharia ben Berechiah ben Ido the prophet.

These vessels were taken (swallowed?) by the ground: the bars, the stakes, the boards, the
rings, the pillars of the courtyard. These are the vessdls: 1,200,000 silver bowls, 50,000
gold bowls. Of "good" gold: 600,000. Of good silver: 1,200,000. And these five wrote
these Mishnas in Babylon together with the other prophets that were with them and Ezra
the priest and scribe.

...And not only that, but they (the Jewish People) swore an oath one to another that they
would not reveal the vessels until David (the Moshiach) the son of David would arise and
they would transfer to his control the silver and gold vessels, that they hid, at the time the
exiled of the Jewish People will be gathered from the four corners of the world and will
rise to great heights on the land of Isragl . . . Midrash M eseches Kailim 1,2,3,12
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I1l.  TheVessels of the First Temple (Bayis Rishon)
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In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. And the L ord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah
into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of G-d: which he carried into the land
of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vesselsinto the treasure house of his
god. And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the chief of his courtiers, that he should bring
certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the nobles; Children in
whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skillful in all wisdom, and cunning in
knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the
king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.
Daniel 1:1-4
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And when the year was expired, king Nebuchadnezzer sent and brought him to Babylon,
with the goodly vessels of the house of the Lord, and made Zedekiah his brother king
over Judah and Jerusalem. Chronicles|| 36:10
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Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldeans who slew their young men
with the sword in the house of their sanctuary and had no compassion upon young man or
maiden, old man, or aged: he gave them all into his hand. And al the vessels of the
house of Hashem, great and small and the treasures of the house of Hashem, and the
treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon . Chroniclesl|
36:17-18
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Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels
which his father Nebuchadnezzer had taken out of the temple which wasin Jerusalem;
and the king, and his princes, hiswives, and his concubines, might drink therein.  Daniel
5.2
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Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the L-rd, which
Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of his
gods...All the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand and four hundred. All these
did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivity that were brought up from Babylon
unto Jerusalem. Ezra1:7,11
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The Rabbis taught: There was a smooth, thin, reed flute in the Temple that dated from the
days of Moshe ... There was a copper mortar that dated from the days of Moshe. It was
used to pound the incense. Arachin 10b

IV.  TheMissing Vessels of the Second Temple (Bayis Shaini)
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Thefollowing isalig of the items that were hidden: The Tabernacle with its vessels, the
Ark and the broken tablets, the jug of manna, the staff, the jar of the anointing ail, the
stick of Aaron, its almonds and blossoms, and the raiments of the priests and the
annointed High Priest, but the mortar of the house of Avtinus, the table and the Menorah
and the curtain and the forehead plate, are till layingin Rome.  Avos D'Rabbi Noson
41:12
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Rabbi Elazar bar Rabbi Y osi said: | saw them (the head plate and curtain) in Rome.
Sukkah 5a, Yoma 57a

C. And what isour chief favor of al, we have given you leave to gather up that
tribute which is paid to G-d, with such other gifts that are dedicated to him; nor have we
called those that carried these donations to account, nor prohibited them; till at length you
became richer than we ourselves, even when you were our enemies. Josephus, The
Warsof the Jews VI 6:2

D. But now at thistime it was that one of the priests, the son of Thebuthus, whose
name was Jesus, upon his having security given him, by the oath of Caesar, that he
should be preserved, upon condition that he should deliver to him certain of the precious
things that had been reposited in the Temple, came out of it, and delivered him from the
wall of the Holy House two candlesticks like to those that lay in the Holy House, with
tables, and cisterns, and vials, all made of solid gold, and very heavy. He also delivered
to him the veils and the garments, with the precious stones, and a great number of other
precious vessels that belonged to their sacred worship. The treasurer of the Temple also,
whose name was Phineas, was seized on, and showed Titus the coats and girdles of the
priests, with a great quantity of purple and scarlet, which were there reposited for the
uses of the veil, as also agreat deal of cinnamon and cassia, with alarge quantity of other
sweet spices, which used to be mixed together, and offered as incense to G-d every day.
A great many other treasures were also delivered to him, with sacred ornaments of the
Temple not afew; which things thus delivered to Titus, obtained of him for this man the
same pardon that he had alowed to such as deserted of their own accord. Josephus, The
Warsof the Jews VI 8:3

E. And for the other spoils, they were carried in great plenty. But for those that were
taken in the Temple of Jerusalem, they made the greatest figure of them all; that is, the
golden table, of the weight of many talents; the candlestick also, that was made of gold,
though its construction were now changed from that which we made use of: for its middle
shaft was fixed upon a basis, and the small branches were produced out of it to agreat
length, having the likeness of atrident in their position, and had everyone a socket made
of brassfor alamp at the tops of them. These lamps were number seven and represented
the dignity of the number seven among the Jews, and the last of all the spoils was carried
the Law of the Jews. Josephus, The Warsof the Jews VIl 5:5



