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Any scholar, who does not avenge himself and retain anger like a serpent, is no [real]
scholar. But isit not written:  Thou shalt not take vengeance nor bear any grudge ?—
That refers to monetary affairs, for it has been taught: What is revenge and what is
bearing a grudge? If one said to hisfellow: ‘Lend me your sickle’, and he replied *No’,
and to-morrow the second comes [to the first] and says: ‘Lend me your axe'! and he
replies: ‘1 will not lend it to you, just as you would not lend me your sickle’ — that is
revenge. And what is bearing a grudge? If one saysto hisfellow: ‘Lend me your axe, he
replies ‘No’, and on the morrow the second asks: ‘' Lend me your garment’, and he
answers: ‘Hereit is. | am not like you who would not lend me [what | asked for]" — that
is bearing a grudge. But [does] not [this prohibition apply to] persona affliction? Has it
not been taught: Concerning those who are insulted but do not insult others [in revenge],
who hear themselves reproached without replying, who [perform good] work out of love
of the Lord and rejoice in their sufferings, Scripture says: But they that love Him be as
the sun when he goeth forth in his might? — [ That means,] indeed, that he keepsit in his
heart [though without taking action]. But Rava said: He who passes over hisretaiations
has all histransgressions passed over? — [That speaks of the case] that an endeavour was
made to obtain his reconciliation, and his consent is obtained. Yoma 23a
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R. Yitzchak the son of Rab Y ehudah said: Let one always pray for mercy not to fall sick;
for the falls sick heistold, Show thy merits [rights] and be quit. Said Mar Ukba, Which
verse [teaches this]? If any man fall mimmenu; It isfrom him [mimmenu] that proof must
be brought. The School of R. Yishmael taught: ‘If any man[ hanofel] fall from thence':
this man was predestined to fall since the six days of Creation, for |o! he has not [yet]
fallen, and the Writ [already] callshim nofel [afaller]. But reward [zechus] is brought
about through a person of merit [zakkai], and punishment [hovah] through a person of
guilt. Shabbos 32a
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Rava said: He who forgoes his right [to exact punishment] isforgiven all hisiniquities, as
it says, Forgiving iniquity and passing by transgression. Who isforgiven iniquity? One
who passes by transgression [against himself]. R. Huna the son of R. Y ehoshua was once
ill. R. Papawent to inquire about him. He saw that he was very ill and said to those
present, Make ready provisions for his[everlasting] journey. Eventually, however, he[R.
Huna] recovered, and R. Papa felt ashamed to see him. He said to him, What did you see
[in your illness]? He replied, It was indeed as you thought, but the Holy One, blessed be
He, said to them [the angels]: Because he does not insist upon his rights, do not be
particular with him, as it says, Forgiving iniquity and passing by transgression. Who is
forgiven iniquity? He who passes by transgression. Rosh HaShana 17a
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Abba Saul interpreted, and | will be like him: be thou like Him: just as He is gracious and
compassionate, so be thou gracious and compassionate. Shabbos 133b
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Our Rabbis taught: There are three whose life is not life; the overly compassionate, the
hot-tempered, and the too fastidious. Pesachim 113b
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If thine enemy be hungry give him bread to eat, and if he be thirsty give him water to
drink, for thou heapest coals of fire upon his head, and the L-rd shall reward thee.
Prover bs 25:21-22
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If afriend requires unloading, and an enemy loading one's [first] obligation istowards his
enemy, in order to subdue his evil inclination. Bava M etzia 32b
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R. Nehunia b. ha-Kaneh was asked by his disciples: In virtue of what have you reached
such agood old age? He replied: Never inmy life have | sought respect through the
degradation of my fellow, nor has the curse of my fellow gone up with me upon my bed,
and | have been generous with my money. ‘1 have not sought respect through the
degradation of my fellow’, asillustrated by R. Huna who once was carrying a spade on
his shoulder when R. Hana b. Hanilai wanted to take it from him, but he said to him, If
you are accustomed to carry in your own town, take it, but if not, I do not want to be paid
respect through your degradation. * Nor did the curse of my fellow go up on my bed with
me'. Thisisillustrated by Mar Zutra, who, when he climbed into his bed said, | forgive
all who have vexed me. Megilla 28a



