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And the L-rd G-d formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became aliving soul. Genesis 2:7
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And the dust returnsto the earth asit wasand  the spirit returnsunto G-d who gaveit.
Ecclesiastes 12:7
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And surdly regarding [the spilling of] your blood which forms your lifeforce ( nefesh) will |
require [that justice be meted out]. Genesis 9:5
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The Avraham gave up his spirit and died in agood old age, an old man and full of years; and
was gathered to hispeople . And hissonsIsaac and Ishmael buried him ... Geness
25:8-9
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And Samuel said to Saul, Why have you disturbed me to bring me up? And Saul answered, |
am sorely distressed; for the Philistines are waging war against me and G-d has departed
from me and doesn't answer me any longer, neither by the prophets, nor by dreams:
therefore | have called unto you so that you should tell me what | should do. Samuel |
28:15
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All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and al turn to dust again. Who isthe person that is
aware that the spirit of man is that which rises above and the spirit of the beast goes
downward? Ecclesiastes 3:20-21
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Whoistheperson that isaware.  The meaning of this phraseis similar to the phrasein
Joel: Who is aware so that he can repent? Who [among men truly] understands and pays
attention to the fact that the spirit of man will rise above and stand in judgement whereas
the spirit of the beast will descend below to the earth and it does not have to give an
accounting. Therefore a person should not act like an animal who is not concerned with his
actions. Rashi's Commentary to Ecclesiastes 3:21
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Rabbi Akiva used to say: The newborn will die; the dead will live again; the living will be
judged - in order that they know, teach, and become aware that He is G-d, Heisthe
Fashioner, He is the Creator, He is the Discerner, He is the Judge, He is the Witness, He is
the Plaintiff, He will judge. Blessed is He, before Whom there is no iniquity, no
forgetfulness, no favoritism, and no acceptance of bribery, for everything is His. Know that
everything is according to the reckoning. And let not your evil inclination promise you that
the grave will be an escape for you - for against your will you were created; against your
will you were born; against your will you live; against your will you die, and against your
will you are destined to give an account before the King Who rules over kings, the Holy
One, Blessed isHe. Avos4:22
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His body should not be left over night on the wooden frame, but you should bury him that
same day. (Deuteronomy 21:23) . . . [By delaying burial you may be] holding up the work
that the Holy One, blessed be He, has planned. For it is possible that the Holy One, blessed
be He, has decreed for that person to be reincarnated that very day for his benefit. And as
long as heis not buried, his soul can not come up before the Holy One, blessed be He, and
he will not be able to be incarnated in another body for the soul will not enter another body
until the first body isburied. Zohar, Parshas Emor
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Our Rabbis taught: For two and a half years were Beth Shammai and Beth Hillel in dispute,
the former asserting that it were better for man not to have been created than to have been
created, and the latter maintaining that it is better for man to have been created than not to
have been created. They finally took avote and decided that it were better for man not to
have been created than to have been created, but now that he has been created, let him
investigate his past deeds or, as others say, let him examine his future actions. Eiruvin 13b

C CURSED SHABBOS 152B

1R WDI 1IN IARIW L7137 ROD NAN NIMIA DORTR DW INHWI IR TTYIHR 027 ,R%ID
IR IRPPI DIV AI02 TAIY TAR TRMI ,NI9PITI NI DOYWT YWY 07000 197%a 71IR
YOPR A TINA FAYHRY PA%IR WHI NRY AR L,TIP 7T INHAWI 7PYoRMI ,02I9h 7102 Ty
RND o877 197 TR XD RIIOW RK 770 MR T RN 0°112°2 DW 3n1 297 737 70D K
nAW .mIan 1R 1R 71900 ,man a0 wo T 195 ,1790m1 nITR 19K 19K DRI 0K 37

k)



Series|l|I 5 Lecture #2

It was taught, R. Eliezer said: The souls of the righteous are hidden under the Throne of
Glory, asitissaid, yet the soul of my lord shall be bound up in the bundle of life. But those
of the wicked continue to be imprisoned, while one angel stands at one end of the world and
a second stands at the other end, and they ding their soulsto each other, for it issaid, and
the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as from the hollow of a sling. Rabbah
asked R. Nahman: What about those who are intermediate? Had | died | could not have told
you this, hereplied. Thus did Samuel say: Both these and those [the wicked and the
intermediate] are delivered to Dumah; these enjoy rest, whereas the others have no rest.
Shabbos 152b
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Wrongdoers of Israel who sin with their body and wrongdoers of the Gentiles who sin with
their body go down to Gehinnom and are punished there for twelve months. After twelve
months their body is consumed and their soul is burnt and the wind scatters them under the
soles of the feet of the righteous as it says: And ye shall tread down the wicked, and they
shall be as ashes under the soles of your feet. But as for the heretics and the informers and
the scoffers, who rejected the Torah and denied the resurrection of the dead, and those who
abandoned the ways of the community, and those who * spread their terror in the land of the
living’, and who sinned and made the masses sin, like Jeroboam the son of Nebat and his
fellows — these will go down to Gehinnom and be punished there for all generations, asit
says. And they shall go forth and look upon the carcasses of the men that have rebelled
against me etc. Gehinnom will be consumed but they will not be consumed, asit says. And
their form shall wear away the nether world (Psalms 49:15). Rosh HaShanah 17a
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Shimon The Righteous was among the survivors of the Great Assembly. He used to say: The
world depends on three things - on Torah study, on the service of G-d, and on loving
kindness. Avos1:2
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Theworld was originally created only with kindness as it is stated in Scripture: For | said,
"Kindness shall be built forever (or The world is built upon kindness), Y our faithfulness
shall You establish in the heavens." (Psalms 89:3) Rabbi Y ochanan ben Zakai was once
leaving Jerusalem with Rabbi Y ehoshuah,who was walking behind him. When he saw the
destroyed remains of the Temple, Rabbi Y ehoshua commented: Woe isit to us that the place
where the sins of the Israel were atoned is [now] destroyed. Rabbi Y ochanan ben Zakai
replied: Don't be so distraught. We have another means of atonement that is just as effective.
What isit? Lovingkindness asit is stated in Scripture: For | have desired kindness and not
sacrifices (Hosheah 6:6). Avos D'Rabbi Noson 4:5
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Hillel says: Be among the disciples of Aaron, loving peace and pursuing peace, loving
people and bringing them closer to Torah. Avos 1:12
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The world depends on three things - on Torah study, on the service of G-d, and on loving
kindness. [It depends on] Torah study asit is stated in Scripture: If not for my covenant by
day and by night, | would have not set the ordinances of heaven and earth. And it is stated:
The scroll of the Torah shall not be removed from your mouth. [It depends on] the service
of G-d asit is stated in Scripture: Theprayer of therighteousnessisHisdesre.  [It
depends on] loving kindness asit is stated in Scripture: For kindnessiswhat | [really] desire
and not sacrifice. Pirkei D'Rabbi Eliezer Chapter 16
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R. Hanin said in the name of R. Hanina: If one prays long his prayer does not pass
unheeded. Whence do we know this? From Moses our Master; for it says, And | prayed unto
the L-rd, and it is written afterwards, And the L-rd hearkened unto me that time also. But is
that so? Has not R. Hiyyab. Abba said in the name of R. Y ochanan: If one prayslong and
looks for the fulfillment of his prayer, in the end he will have vexation of heart, asit says:
Hope deferred maketh the heart sick. What is his remedy? Let him study the Torah, as it
says. But desire fulfilled isatree of life; and the tree of life is nought but the Torah, asit
says. Sheisatree of life to them that lay hold on her! — Thereis no contradiction: one
statement speaks of a man who prays long and looks for the fulfillment of his prayer, the
other of one who prays long without looking for the fulfillment of his prayer. R. Hama son
of R. Hanina said: If aman seesthat he prays and is not answered, he should pray again, as
it says, Wait for the L-rd, be strong and let thy heart take courage; yea, wait thou for the
L-rd. Berachos32b
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The child does not emerge from the womb before it is made to take an oath, asit is said:
That unto Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear; ‘ That unto Me every knee
shall bow’ refersto the day of dying of which it issaid: All they that go down to the dust
shall kneel before Him; ‘ Every tongue shall swear’ refers to the day of birth of whichitis
said: He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart, who hath not taken My namein vain, and
hath not sworn deceitfully. What is the nature of the oath that it is made to take? Be
righteous, and be never wicked; and even if all the world tellsyou, ‘Y ou are righteous',
consider yourself wicked. Always bear in mind that the Holy One, blessed be He, is pure,
that his ministers are pure and that the soul which He gave you is pure; if you preserveitin
purity, well and good, but if not, | will take it away from you. Nidah 30b
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Abaye said: We have it on tradition that no one is poor save he who lacks knowledge. In the
West [Palesting] there is a proverb: He who hasthis, has everything; he who lacks this, what
has he? Has one acquired this, what does he lack? Has he not acquired this, what does he
possess? Nedarim 4la
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R. Shesheth used to revise his studies every thirty days, and he would stand and lean at the
side of the doorway and exclaim, ‘Rejoice, O my soul, Rejoice, O my soul; for thee have |
read [the Bible], for thee have | studied [the Mishnah].” But that is not so, for R. Eleazar
said: But for the Torah, heaven and earth would not endure, for it is said: If not for my
covenant by day and by night, | would not have set the ordinances of heaven and earth? —
In the first place when a man studies, he does so with himself in mind. Pesachim 68b
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The study of Torah isequal to al of the other commandments. Peah 1:1
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Rabbi Yaakov said: Thisworld isalobby beforethe World to Come. Prepare your self
in the lobby so that you may enter the banquet hall. Avos4:16



