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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. How many disciplesdid Rabbi Akivahave?

2. Why was Rabbi Akivaimprisoned?

3. Who wasthe Roman Governor that put Rabbi Akivato
death?

4. Describe Rabbi Akivas final moments.

5. Which Rabbi attended to Rabbi Akiva's needs during
this period?

This and much more will be addressed in the second lecture of this
series. "The Final Days of Rabbi Akiva'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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THE FINAL DAY S OF RABBI AKIVA

l. The Saintly Teacher
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Did it not once happen that one of Rabbi Akiva's disciplesfell sick, and the Sages did not
visit him? So Rabbi Akiva himself entered his house to visit him, and because he swept
and sprinkled the ground before him, he recovered. "My master," said he, "you have
revived me." Rabbi Akivawent forth and lectured: He who does not visit thesick islike
ashedder of blood. Nedarim 40a
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"And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the
foundations of many generations." (Isaiah 58:12) Rabbi Tarphon gave to Rabbi Akiva
six hundred hundred weights (60,000 shekalim) of silver. He told him, "Go buy afield so
that we can continue to study Torah and receive our sustenance from it. He acquired it
and divided it amongst the teachers of Scripture and Mishna and those who occupy
themselves with the study of Torah. A while later, he (Rabbi Tarphon) got up and spoke
with him. "Did you buy us that field that | told you about?' "Yes." "Do you want to show
it tome?" "Sure." [Rabbi Akiva] took him and showed him the teachers of Scripture and
Mishna and those that devoted themselves to the study of Torah. [Rabbi Tarphon
misunderstood and thought that Rabbi Akiva had sold the field at a profit to the scholars
that were shown to him.] He (Rabbi Tarphon) said to him (Rabbi Akiva), "Does anyone
give something for free! Where are the legal documents that show the results of the
transaction?' Hereplied, "[ The documentation] is by King David; asit written: 'He has
lavished, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures for ever." (Tehilim 112:9).
Midrash Vayikrah Rabbah 34:16
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They said regarding Rabbi Tarphon that he was very rich but he did not give sufficient
giftsto the poor. One time, Rabbi Akiva said to him: "With your permission, may |
purchase on your behalf one or two cities?' He replied: "Yes." Rabbi Tarphon brought
him four thousand gold dinars. Rabbi Akivawent and distributed it to the poor. A while
later, Rabbi Tarphon found Rabbi Akiva. He asked him: "Where are the cities you bought
for me?' He grabbed him by the hand and took him to the Bais HaMidrash and brought
him a child with a book of Tehilim (Psalms) in his hand. He kept on reading until he
came to the verse: "He has lavished, he has given to the poor.” (Tehilim 112:9)

[The Talmud asked:] Didn't Rabbi Tarphon fulfil the verse: "Y ou shall surely open up
your hand to the poor” (Devorim 15:8)? [ The Talmud answered:] Yes. He did give. Then
why did Rabbi Akivaforce him to give? [The Talmud answered:] According to the camel
soistheload. (Rabbi Tarphon was capable of giving more than he was presently giving.)
M eseches Callah Chapter 2
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They wanted to appoint Rabbi Akiva"Parnass' (Caretaker of the needs of the community
i.e. the poor). He said to them: Let me ask my wife. They followed him and heard his
voice saying [to hiswife: Do you agree that | take this position even though] it involves
being cursed and even though it involves being embarrassed? Y erushalmi Peah 8:6
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[Rabban Gamliel apportioned his tithes and said:] The other tenth that | am going to
measure is given to Akiva ben Y osef so that he should acquire it on behalf of the poor
and [in conjunction with thig] its placeis rented to him ... Rabbi Akivais considered the
hand (representative) of the poor. Kiddushin 27a
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It isfurther related of Rabbi Eliezer that once he stepped down before the Ark and recited
the twenty four benedictions for fast days and his prayer was not answered. Rabbi Akiva
stepped down after him and exclaimed: Our Father, our King, we have no King but
Thee; our Father, our King, for Thy sake have mercy upon us;, and rain fell. The Rabbis
present suspected (Rabbi Eliezer) whereupon a Heavenly Voice was heard proclaiming,
"The prayer of this man (Rabbi Akiva) was answered not because he is greater than the
other man, but because he is ever forbearing and the other isnot." Taanis 25b
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Rabbi Akiva said: Any one who prides himself because of his accomplishmentsin Torah
issimilar to a[decaying] carcass that is thrown on the road. Anyone who passes by puts
his hand over his nose and keeps his distance and walks on. Asit is stated in Scripture,

"1f though has acted foolishly (n%23) inlifting thyself up, or if thou hast thought evil, lay
thine hand over thy mouth.” Proverbs 30:32 Ben Azai said to him: Expound on the verse
in amanner that more closely fitsthe words. If a person debases himself ( n921) because
of hisdedication to learning Torah and therefore eats dried dates and wears unclean
garments and sitsin wait at the doorway of Sages, every passerby will say about him that
his sanity isin question. The end will be, though, that you will find him well versed in
the entire Torah. Avos D'Rabbi Nasan 11:2
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Rabbi Akivasaid: "I don't have the power to articulate at the same level as my teachers.
[Thereason is that] my Rabbis received from their teachers a [substantial] portion of their
teachings. What | received was akin to someone smelling an esrog. The smeller has
pleasure but the esrog is not missing any visible portion. Or it (what | received from my
teachers) can be likened to filling a bucket from a spring of water or to lighting alamp
from another lamp [where there is no visible loss from the donor]. Midrash Shir
HaShirim 1.3
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It was taught in the name of Rabbi Akiva: A man should always accustom himself to
say, "Whatever the All-Merciful doesisfor good,” (as exemplified in the following
incident). Rabbi Akivawas once going along the road and he came to a certain town and
looked for lodgings but was everywhere refused. He said "Whatever the All-Merciful
doesisfor good", and he went and spent the night in the open field. He had with him a
rooster, adonkey and alamp. A gust of wind came and blew out the lamp, a weasel
came and ate the rooster, and alion came and ate the donkey. He said: "Whatever the
All-Merciful doesisfor good'. The same night some brigands came and carried off the
inhabitants of the town. He said to them: Did | not say to you, "Whatever the
All-Merciful doesisall for good'? Berachos 60b

Il. The Brilliant Scholar
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Rabbi Y ochanan further stated: The hearts of the ancients were like the door of the Ulam
[the large entrance way leading to vestibule of the Sanctuary], but that of the last
generations was like the door of the Heichal [the entrance way leading directly to the
Sanctuary], but oursislike the eye of afine needle. Rabbi Akivais classed among the
ancients. Rabbi Eleazar ben Shammua among the last generations. Eruvin 53a
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Rabbi Y ehudah would count the praises of the Sages. .. Rabbi Akivahe called a
storehouse with compartments. Rabbi Akiva can be best likened to aworker who goes
outside with his basket [to gather produce]. He finds some wheat and putsit inside the
basket; he finds some barley and putsit inside. He finds some spelt and putsit inside. He
finds some beans and putsit inside. He finds some lentilsand putsit inside. As soon as
the worker comes home, though, he separates the wheat, barley, spelt, beans and lentils
all into separate piles. So too did Rabbi Akivadivide the entire Torah into separate
distinct groupings. Avos D'Rabbi Nasan 18:1
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Rav Y ehuda said in the name of Rav: When Moshe went up to Heaven he found Hashem
tying crowns on the letters of the Torah. Moshe asked: "Who held you back (that you
now have to add these crowns and did not write it in originally)"? He replied: "Thereisa
man who is destined to emerge after many generations and Akivaben Y osef is his name.
He will extract from each and every prong of these crowns mounds and mounds of laws
(halachos)." M enachos 29b

[1. The Mystic
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Our Rabbis taught: Four men entered the 'Garden’, namely, Ben Azzai and Ben Zoma,
Acher, and Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Akiva said to them: When ye arrive at the stones of pure
marble, say not, Water, water! For it issaid: He that speaketh falsehood shall not be
established before mine eyes. Ben Azza cast alook and died. Of him Scripture says:
Preciousin the sight of the Lord isthe death of his saints. Ben Zomalooked and became
demented. Of him Scripture says. Hast thou found honey? Eat so much asis sufficient
for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. Acher mutilated the shoots. R. Akiva
departed unhurt. Chagigah 14b
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Rabbi Akiva went up unhurt and went down unhurt; and of him Scripture says: Draw me,
wewill run after thee. And Rabbi Akivatoo the ministering angels sought to thrust
away; (but) the Holy One, blessed be He, said to them: Let this elder be, for heis worthy
to avail himself of My glory.-By what Biblical exposition was he able to learn this?
Rabbah bar Bar Chanah said that Rabbi Y ochanan said: And He came from the myriads
holy-He is eminent above ten thousand - He is the Example among His myriad. And
Resh Lakish said: The Lrd of hostsis His name-He is the L-rd among His host. - And
Rabbi Chiyya bar Abba said that Rabbi Y ochanan said: But the L-rd was not in the wind;
and after the wind an earthquake; but the L-rd was not in the earthquake; and after the
earthquake afire; but the L-rd was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.
And behold the L-rd passed by. Chagigah 16a

IV. A Family of Torah
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Our Rabbis taught: Seven things did Rabbi Akiva charge his son Rabbi Y ehoshua: My
son, do not sit and study at the highest point of the town; do not dwell in atown whose
leaders are scholars; do not enter your own house suddenly, and al the more your
neighbour's house; and do not withhold shoes from your feet. Arise early and eat, in
summer on account of the sun and in winter on account of the cold; treat your Sabbath
like aweekday rather than be dependent on man, and strive to be on good terms with the
man upon whom the hour smiles. Pesachim 112a
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Rabbi Y osei said: Rabbi Y ehoshuathe son of Rabbi Akivaasked of Rabbi Akiva, "Why
did they say . .. Shevuos 6a
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The daughter of Rabbi Akiva acted in asimilar way to Ben Azai (she waswilling to let
him learn for many years while he was away from home). Thisisindeed an illustration of
the proverb: "Ewe follows ewe; a daughter's acts are like those of her mother.” Kesubos
63a
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Rabbi Akiva had a daughter. Now, astrologers told him, On the day she enters the bridal
chamber a snake will bite her and she will die. He was very worried about this. On that
day (of her marriage) shetook a brooch and stuck it into the wall and by chance it
penetrated into the eye of aserpent. The following morning, when she took it out, the
snake came trailing after it. "What did you do?" her father asked her. "A poor man came
to our door in the evening,” she replied,"and everybody was busy at the banquet, and
there was none to attend to him. So | took the portion which was given to me and gave it
to him." "You have done agood deed," said heto her. Thereupon Rabbi Akivawent out
and lectured: "Charity delivereth from death”; and not merely from an unnatural death,
but from death itself. Shabbos 156b
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V. Turnus Rufus
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This question was actually put by Turnus Rufus to Rabbi Akiva: "If your G-d loves the
poor, why does He not support them?' He replied, " So that we may be saved through
them from the punishment of Gehinom." "On the contrary,” said the other, "it isthis
which condemns you to Gehinom. | will illustrate by a parable. Suppose an earthly king
was angry with his servant and put him in prison and ordered that he should be given no
food or drink, and a man went and gave him food and drink. If the king heard, would he
not be angry with him? And you are called "servants’, asit is written 'For unto me the
children of Israel are servants." (Leviticus 25:55) Rabbi Akivaanswered him, "I will
illustrate by another parable. Suppose an earthly king was angry with his son, and put
him in prison and ordered that no food or drink should be given to him, and someone
went and gave him food and drink. If the king heard of it would he not send him a
present? And we are called "sons’, asit iswritten, 'Sons are ye to the L-rd your G-d.’
(Deuteronomy 14:1) Hesaid to him, "You are called both sons and servants. When you
carry out the desires of the Omnipresent you are called "sons’, and when you do not carry
the desires of the Omnipresent, you are called "servants'. At the present time you are not
carrying out the desires of the Omnipresent.” Rabbi Akibareplied: The Scripture says,
"Isit not to deal thy bread to the hungry and bring the poor that are cast out to thy house."
(Isaiah 58:7) When dost thou bring "the poor who are cast out to thy house"? Now,
and it says (at the same time), "Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry?" Bava Basra
10a
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And this question was asked by Turnus Rufus of Rabbi Akiva: Wherein does this day
(the Sabbath) differ from any other? Hereplied: Wherein does one man differ from
another? "Because my Lord (the Emperor) wishesit." "The Sabbath too,” Rabbi Akiva
rejoined, "then, is distinguished because the L-rd wishes so." Hereplied: | ask this: Who
tellsyou that this day is the Sabbath? He answered: Let the river Sabbation proveit; let
the Baal Ov proveit; let thy father's grave, whence no smoke ascends on the Sabbath,
proveit. He said to him: Y ou have shamed, disgraced, and reviled him (by this proof).
Sanhedrin 65b
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Once, Turnus Rufus, the Evil, asked Rabbi Akiva: Which acts are more beautiful, The
Holy One's, blessed be He, or man's? He replied: Man's are more beautiful. He (Turnus
Rufus) said to him: Behold the heaven and earth! Can a man make something like that?
Rabbi Akivareplied: Don't relate to me something that is beyond mankind over which
they have no power. Rather, show me things that are found among people. He (Turnus
Rufus) asked him: Why are you circumcised? He replied: | knew [the whole time] that
you meant to ask about that. Therefore, | prefaced this and said that the acts of man are
more beautiful than G-d's. Rabbi Akiva brought him ears of grain and loaves of bread. He
said to him: these are the [product of the] acts of G-d and those are the [product of the]
acts of man. Aren't those [loaves] nicer than these [ears of grain]? Turnus Rufus said to
him: If He desired circumcision, why doesn't the child come out of the mother's womb
aready circumcised? Rabbi Akiva replied: And why does the umbilical cord come out
with him? He is hanging by his navel and the mother cutsit! And that which you say:
Why doesn't he come out already circumcised? [ The reason is] because the Holy One
blessed be He gave the Jews the commandments in order to purify them. For that reason
King David said: "All the statements of G-d purify." (Psalms12) Midrash Tanchumah
Parshas Tazriah 5
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Likewise, when Rabbi Akiva saw the wife of the wicked Turnus Rufus, he spat, then
laughed, and then wept. Spat because of her originating only from a putrefying drop .
Laughed because he foresaw that she would become a proselyte and that he would take
her to wife; wept that such beauty should ultimately decay inthedust.  Avodah Zarah
20a

V1.  Thelmprisonment and Death of Rabbi Akiva
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Our Rabbis taught: Once the wicked Government issued a decree forbidding the Jews to
study and practice the Torah. Pappus ben Y ehudah came and found Rabbi Akiva
publicly bringing gatherings together and occupying himself with the Torah. He said to
Him: Akiva, are you not afraid of the Government? Hereplied: | will explain to you
with aparable. A fox was once walking alongside of ariver, and he saw fish going in
swarms from one place to another. He said to them: From what are you fleeing? They
replied: From the nets cast for us by men. He said to them: Would you like to come up
on to the dry land so that you and | can live together in the way that my ancestors lived
with your ancestors? They replied: Art thou the one that they call the cleverest of
animals? Thou art not clever but foolish. If we are afraid in the element in which we
live, how much more in the element in which we would die! Soitiswith us. If suchis
our condition when we sit and study the Torah, of which it iswritten, "For that isthy life
and the length of thy days" (Deuteronomy 30:20), if we go and neglect it how much
worse off we shall be! Itisrelated that soon afterwards Rabbi Akivawas arrested and
thrown into prison, and Pappus ben Y ehudah was also arrested and imprisoned next to
him. He said to him: Pappus, who brought you here? Hereplied: Happy are you, Rabbi
Akiva, that you have been seized for busying yourself with the Torah! Alas for Pappus
who has been seized for busying himself with idlethings! When Rabbi Akiva was taken
out for execution, it was the hour for the recital of the 'Shema, and while they combed
his flesh with iron combs, he was accepting upon himself the kingship of heaven. His
disciples said to him: Our teacher, even to this point? He said to them: All my daysl|
have been troubled by this verse,"With all thy soul" (Deuteronomy 6:5), which |
interpret, "even if He takesthy soul." | said: When shall | have the opportunity of
fulfilling this? Now that | have the opportunity shall | not fulfill it? He prolonged the
word "echad" until he expired while saying it. A Bas Kol went forth and proclaimed:
Happy art thou, Akiva, that thy soul has departed with the word "echad"! The
ministering angels said before the Holy One, blessed be He: Such Torah and such a
reward? He should have been "from them that die by Thy hand, O L-rd" (Psalms 17:14).
Hereplied to them: "Their portionisin life." (Ibid.) A baskol went forth and
proclaimed,"Happy art thou, Rabbi Akiva, that thou art destined for the life of the world
to come." Berachos61b

B.
NI™IX 17 ’D N°AVN N9 .0 70X N°22 R2°PY °27 WandI ... (*IWN2) 12 7wnna

On thefifth of Tishrei ... Rabbi Akivawas imprisoned and [eventually died]. Megilas
Taanis: Chapter " The Days of Fasting"
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Our Rabbis taught: Rabbi Akivawas once confined in a prisonhouse and Rabbi

Y ehoshua HaGars was attending to him. Everyday, a certain quantity of water was
brought in to him. On one occasion he was met by the prison keeper who said to him,

"Y our water today is rather much; do you perhaps require it for undermining the prison?"
He poured out a half of it and handed to him the other half. When he came to Rabbi
Akivathe latter said to him, "Y ehoshua, do you not know that | am an old man and my
life depends on yours?' When the latter told him all that had happened Rabbi Akiva said
to him, "Give me some water to wash my hands." "It will not suffice for drinking," the
other complained "will it suffice for washing your hands?' "What can | do," the former
replied, "when for neglecting the words of the Rabbis one deserves death? It is better
that | myself should die than that | should transgress against the opinion of my
colleagues." It wasrelated that he tasted nothing until the other had brought him water
wherewith to wash his hands. When the Sages heard of thisincident they remarked, "1f
he was so scrupulous in his old age how much more must he have been so in his youth;
and if he so behaved in a prisonhouse how much more must he have behaved in such a
manner when not in a prison house." Eruvin 21b
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Rav Y ehudah replied in the name of Rav: To this may be applied the Scriptural text.
"We have drunk our water for money; our wood cometh to us for price." (Eichah 5:4) In
the time of proscription the following halacha was inquired for: If aminor left her first
husband with aletter of divorce and her second husband through mi-un, may she return
to her first husband? They hired a man for four hundred zuz and through him they
addressed the enquiry to Rabbi Akivain prison and he stated that she was forbidden .
Rabbi Y ehudah Ben Basayra also was asked at Nesibis and he too forbade her. Said
Rabbi Yishmael son of Rabbi Yosei: There was no need for us to ascertain such a
halacha. For if in aprohibition involving the penalty of 'koreth' he has been permitted,
how much more so in one involving only the penalty of a negative commandment. But
the enquiry was in thismanner: If aminor was the wife of his mother's brother, and
consequently forbidden to him as arelative of the second degree, and his paternal brother
subsequently married her and died may she now exercise her right of 'mi un', and thus
annul her first marriage and so be permitted to contract the levirate marriage? Is 'mi un'
valid after ahusband's death where a religious performance isinvolved, or not? Two
men were hired for four hundred zuz and when they came and asked Rabbi Akivain
prison he ruled that such levirate marriage was forbidden; and when Rabbi Y ehudah ben
Basayra was asked at Nesibis he also decided that it was forbidden. Y evamos 108b
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Five things did Rabbi Akiva charge Rabbi Shimeon ben Y ohai when he wasimmured in
prison. He (the latter) said to him, "Master, teach me Torah." "l will not teach you," he
replied. "If thou wilt not teach me," said he, "I will tell my father Y ohai and he will
deliver thee to the state." "My son," answered he, "more than the calf wishesto suck does
the cow desire to suckle." Said heto him, "Y et who isin danger; surely the calf isin
danger.” Said he to him: If you wish to be strangled, be hanged on a large tree, and when
you teach your son, teach him from a corrected scroll. What isthat? Said Rava,- others
state, Rabbi Mesharsheya: A new one, for once an error has entered, it remains. "Do not
cook in apot in which your neighbor has cooked." (What does that mean?) Do not marry
adivorced woman during her husband's lifetime. For aMaster said: When adivorced
man marries a divorced woman, there are four mindsin the bed. Alternatively, it refers
evento awidow, for not all fingersare alike. Enjoying the produce without interest is a
good deed and profitable investment. A religious deed which leaves the body pureis
marrying a woman when one aready has children. Pesachim 112a
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"L-rd of the Universe," said Moses, "permit me to see him." Hereplied, "Turn thee
round.” Moses went and sat down behind eight rows and listened to the discourses upon
thelaw. Not being able to follow their arguments hewasill at ease, but when they came
to a certain subject and the disciples said to the master "Whence do you know it?* and the
latter replied, "It isalaw given unto Moses at Sinai" he was comforted. Thereupon he
returned to the Holy One,blessed be He, and said, "L-rd of the Universe, Thou hast such a
man and Thou givest the Torah by me!" Hereplied, "Be silent, for such is My decree."
Then said Moses, "L-rd of the Universe, Thou hast shown me his Torah, show me his
reward." "Turn thee round," said He; and Moses turned round and saw them weighing
out hisflesh at the market stalls. "L-rd of the Universe," cried Moses, "such Torah, and
such areward!" Hereplied, "Besilent, for suchis My decree." Menachos 29b

G.

Tan 7WRIT 0IR? 97 757 DD 37 131 IR NITXIN DD T 2°N3T RM D77 MR

YIAIW 7773 1POIIDI IT T PAOMT NI T PYPT T PIWKRIT QIRD 772p0 17 ORI
7797 7792 LINN9AY AXYNIY 107N AR 7 Y 3Ty

But did not Resh Lakish himself say, What isthe meaning of the verse, "Thisis the book
of the generations of Adam" (Genesis 5:1)? Did Adam have a book? What it impliesis
that the Holy One blessed be He showed to Adam every coming generation with its
expositors, every generation with its sages, every generation with its leaders, when he
reached the generation of Rabbi Akivahe rejoiced at his teaching but was grieved about
his death. Avodah Zarah 5a
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Rabbi Akiva was standing and being judged in the presence of Turnus Rufus. Rabbi

Y ehoshua HaGarsi was standing in prayer with him. A cloud came down and envel oped
them. He (Rabbi Y ehoshua HaGarsl) said: It seemsto me that the sole purpose that the
cloud came down and enveloped us was so that the Rabbi's prayers should not be
overheard. Midrash Eichah 3:60
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Rabbi Akiva stood before Turnus Rufus the Evil as he was being tortured. The time of
the recitation of 'Shma’ had arrived and Rabbi Akiva began to recite the 'Shma and
started laughing. Turnus Rufus said to him: Old man! Are you a sorcerer or someone who
delightsin resisting torture? "May the spirit of that man (Turnus Rufus) be blown away!"
[Rabbi Akivareplied.] "I am neither a sorcerer or one who delights in resisting torture.
However, every day | would recite this verse and be pained and ask [myself the question]
when could | accomplish all three! 'And you should love the L-rd your G-d with al heart,
with all your soul and with all your might (or material wealth).' (Deuteronomy 6:5) |
loved Him with all my heart and material wealth. 'With all my soul' was something |
wasn't sure of. And now when the time of 'all my soul' has come and the time of reciting
the 'Shma’ has come, [| seethat] | haven't lost any of my faith and love of G-d. Because
of this| am reciting the 'Shma and | am laughing." He didn't manage to finish before his
soul flew out of hisbody. Talmud Y erushalmi Berachos9:5
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When Rabbi Akivawaskilled in Caesaria the news reached Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava
and Rabbi Chanania ben Tradion. They stood up and bound their loins with sack cloth
and tore their clothing and said: Our brothers, listen! Rabbi Akivawas not killed because
of thievery or because he didn't toil in Torah with all his might. He was only killed to be
asign [to us of the approaching doom], asit is stated: Thus Ezekial is unto you asign,
according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye shall know that |
am the L-rd G-d. (Ezekial 24:24) In ashort period of time there won't be an areain Israel
where corpses won't be thrown, asit is stated: Thus saith the L-rd, Even the carcasses of
men shall fall as dung upon the open field. . . (Jeremiah 9:21) They said that [the
prophecy was fulfilled and] in a short period of time an extreme hunger came and
agitated the world. Within twelve months there weren't any men of wealth left in Judea.
M eseches Semachos Chap. 8
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There was an incident with Rabbi Akiva. He was incarcerated in prison and Rabbi

Y ehoshua HaGarsi, his disciple, attended to him. On the eve of Y om Kippur he (Rabb

Y ehoshua) took leave of him and went to his home. Eliyohu, of blessed memory, came
and stood by the doorway of his home. He said to him (Rabbi Y ehoshua): Peace unto
you, my teacher. He replied: Peace unto you, my teacher and Master. He said to him: Is
there anything that you need? He replied: Who are you? He said to him: | am apriest
(7772 and | have come to tell you that Rabbi Akiva has died in prison. They both went to

the prison and found the gate to the prison open and the warden of the prison asleep
together with all of the prisoners. They placed Rabbi Akivaon the bed and they left the
prison. Immediately, Eliyohu, of blessed memory, became involved and took him upon
his shoulders. When Rabbi Y ehoshua saw him doing this, he asked Eliyohu, of blessed
memory: Behold, yesterday, you told me that you are a priest and a priest is forbidden to
make himself impure by coming in contact with a dead body. He replied: It is sufficient
for you, Rabbi Y ehoshua, my son. G-d forbid, there is no impurity to scholars nor to
their disciples.
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They carried him the whole night until they reached Antipras of Kotzrim. When they
reached there they went up three steps and descended three steps. A cave opened in front
of them and they saw a chair, couch, table, and candelabra. They laid Rabbi Akiva on the
bed and they left. As soon as they left, the cave closed and alamp was kindled on the
candelabra. When Eliyohu saw this, he began to expound and said: Fortunate are you
tzaddikim, and fortunate are you those that toil in Torah, and fortunate are you those that
fear your G-d, for a place is prepared and hidden in Gan Eden for you in the future life.
And fortunate are you Rabbi Akiva, that you have such a pleasant resting place at the
time of your death. Thisisthe meaning of the verse: She hath also furnished her table.
(Proverbs 9:2) Yalkut Shimoni Mishlei Chapter 9:942
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When Rabbi Akivadied, the arms (power) of Torah ceased and the fountains of wisdom
were stopped up. Sotah 49b



