SERIES XVI LECTURE II

7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Where are the Havoth Jair (Chavos Y air) located and who named
them? When did he live?

2.  Describe the circumstances that led to Jephtach (Y iftach)
becoming the Judge (Shofeit) over Israel.

3. How did Jephtach (Yiftach) counter the claims of the Ammonites?
4.  How did Pinchas err in regards to Jephtach’s (Yiftach’s) daughter?
5.  Describe the circumstances of Samson’s (Shimshon'’s) birth.

This and much more will be addressed in the second lecture of this
series: " Jephtach and the Dearth of Inspired L eader ship".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the merit and honor of the
Schulman Family



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XV Lecture #2

JEPHTACH AND THE DEARTH OF INSPIRED LEADERSHIP

l. Interim Leadership in the Post Gideon Era
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And after Abimelech there arose to defend (save) Isragl Tola the son of Pua the son of Dodo, a
man of Issachar, and he lived in Shamir in Mount Ephraim. And he judged Israel twenty three
years, and died, and was buried in Shamir. And after him arose Jair, a Gileadite, and judged
Israel twenty two years. And he had thirty sons who rode on thirty donkeys, and they had thirty
cities, which are called Havoth-Jair to this day, which are in the land of Gilead. And Jair died,
and was buried in Camon. Judges 10:1-5
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In a Baraitha it was stated: If nothing is known about the character of a man or of his ancestors,
and the Scripture mentions any one of them in connection with a praiseworthy action, as for
instance (Zephaniah 1:1), “The word of the L-rd which came to Zephaniah son of Cushi son of
Gedaliah,” we may know that he was a righteous man son of a righteous man; and wherever the
Scripture mentions any one of them in connection with a reprehensible action, as for instance
(Jeremiah 41:1), “And it came to pass in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah the
son of Elishama came,” we may know that he was a wicked man son of awicked man. Megilah
15a
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The purpose of this narrative is to let us know that the reason he became the Judge was because
of his elevated status. He was distinguished by his wealth, children, and honor. Each of his sons
was distinguished by riding on adonkey (iyor). Commentary of Radak to Judges 10:4
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And their border was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and all
the towns of Jair, which are in Bashan, sixty cities; And half Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrel,
cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, belonged to the sons of Machir the son of Manasseh, to
the one half of the sons of Machir by their families. Joshua 13:30-31

. Return to Idolatry and Subjugation
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And the people of Isragl did evil again in the sight of the L-rd, and served Baalim, and the
Ashtaroth, and the gods of Aram, and the gods of Sidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods of
the Ammonites, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook the L-rd, and did not serve Him. -
And the anger of the L-rd was kindled against Israel, and he sold them into the hands of the
Philistines, and into the hands of the sons of Ammon. And that year they troubled and oppressed
the people of Israel; eighteen years, al the people of Israel who were on the other side of the
Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead. And the Ammonites passed over the
Jordan to fight also against Judah, and against Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim; so
that Israel was very distressed. And the people of Israel cried to the L-rd, saying, We have sinned
against Y ou, because we have forsaken our G-d, and also served the Baalim. Judges 10:6-10
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And the L-rd said to the people of Isragl, Did | not save you from the Egyptians, and from the
Amorites, from the Ammonites, and from the Philistines? - The Sidonians also, and the
Amalekites, and the Maonites, oppressed you; and you cried to me, and | saved you from their
hand. - Yet you have forsaken Me, and served other gods; therefore | will save you no more. Go
and cry to the gods which you have chosen; let them save you in the time of your tribulation.
And the people of Israel said to the L-rd, We have sinned; do to us whatever seems good to Y ou;
save us only, we pray You, this day. And they put away the foreign gods from among them, and
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served the L-rd; and His soul was grieved for the misery of Israel. Judges 10:11-16
. Jephtach and the Salvation of Isragl
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Then the Ammonites were gathered together, and encamped in Gilead. And the people of Israel
assembled themselves together, and encamped in Mizpah. - And the people and princes of
Gilead said one to another, What man is he who will begin to fight against the Ammonites? He
shall be chief over al the inhabitants of Gilead. Judges 10:17-18
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And Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valor, and he was the son of a harlot; and
Gilead fathered Jephthah. And Gilead’'s wife bore him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, and
they threw out Jephthah, and said to him, Y ou shall not inherit in our father’s house; for you are
the son of a strange woman. Then Jephthah fled from his brothers, and lived in the land of Tob;
and there were gathered idle (unworthy) men to Jephthah, and went out with him. Judges 11:1-3
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And it came to pass in the course of time, that the Ammonites made war against Israel. And it
was so, that when the Ammonites made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch
Jephthah from the land of Tob; And they said to Jephthah, Come, and be our captain (katzin),
that we may fight with the Ammonites. - And Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, Did not you
hate me, and expel me from my father’s house? And why have you come to me now when you
arein distress? - And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to you now,
that you may go with us, and fight against the Ammonites, and be our chief over all the
inhabitants of Gilead. - And Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, If you bring me home again to
fight against the Ammonites, and the L-rd delivers them before me, shall | be your chief? (or
aternately: | shall surely be your chief.) - And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, The L-rd be
witness between us, if we do not do according to your words. Then Jephthah went with the elders
of Gilead, and the people made him chief and captain over them; and Jephthah uttered al his
words before the L-rd in Mizpah. Judges 11:4-11
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And Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites, saying, What have you to do with
me, that you come against me to fight in my land? And the king of the Ammonites answered to
the messengers of Jephthah, Because Israel took away my land, when they came up from Egypt,
from Arnon to Jabbok, and to the Jordan; now therefore give back those lands peacefully. - And
Jephthah sent messengers again to the king of the Ammonites, And said to him, Thus said
Jephthah, Israel did not take away the land of Moab, nor the land of the Ammonites, But when
Israel came up from Egypt, and walked through the wilderness to the Red Sea, and came to
Kadesh; Then Israel sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, Let me, | beseech you, pass
through your land; but the king of Edom would not listen to it. And in like manner they sent to
the king of Moab; but he would not consent; and Israel stayed in Kadesh. Then they went along
through the wilderness, and around the land of Edom, and the land of Moab, and came by the
east side of the land of Moab, and camped on the other side of Arnon, but came not within the
border of Moab; for Arnon was the border of Moab. - And Israel sent messengers to Sihon king
of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and Israel said to him, Let us pass, we beseech you,
through your land into my place. But Sihon trusted not Israel to pass through his border; but
Sihon gathered all his people together, and camped in Jahaz, and fought against Israel. And the
L-rd G-d of Israel delivered Sihon and all his people to the hand of Israel, and they defeated
them; so Israel possessed al the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that country. And they
possessed all the borders of the Amorites, from Arnon to Jabbok, and from the wilderness to the
Jordan. - So now the L-rd G-d of Israel has dispossessed the Amorites from before His people
Israel, and should you possess it? Will not you possess that which Kemosh your god gives to
you to possess? So whoever the L-rd our G-d shall drive out from before us, them will we
possess. - And now are you any better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever
strive against Israel, or did he ever fight against them, While Isragl lived in Heshbon and her
towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in all the cities that are along the borders of Arnon, for
three hundred years? Why therefore did you not recover them during that time? - Therefore |
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have not sinned against you, but you do me wrong to war against me; the L-rd the Judge be
judge this day between the people of Israel and the Ammonites. - And the king of the Ammonites
listened not to the words of Jephthah which he sent him. Judges 11:12-28
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Then the spirit of the L-rd came upon Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and Manasseh, and
passed over Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he passed over to the Ammonites.
And Jephthah vowed avow to the L-rd, and said, If you shall without fail deliver the Ammonites
into my hands, Then it shall be, that whatever comes out of the door s of my house to meet me,
when | return in peace from the Ammonites, shall surely betheL-rd’s, and (or) | will offer
it up for a burnt offering. So Jephthah passed over to the Ammonites to fight against them; and
the L-rd delivered them into his hands. And he struck them from Aroer, till you come to Minnith,
twenty cities, and to the plain of the vineyards, with a very great slaughter. Thus the Ammonites
were subdued before the people of Isragl. Judges 11:29-33

IV.  Jephtach’s Daughter
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And Jephthah came to Mizpah to his house, and, behold, his daughter came out to meet him with
tambourines and with dances; and she was his only child; beside her he had neither son nor
daughter. And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he tore his clothes, and said, Alas, my
daughter! you have brought me very low, and you have become the cause of trouble to me; for |
have opened my mouth to the L-rd, and | cannot go back. And she said to him, My father, if you
have opened your mouth to the L-rd, do to me according to that which has come from your
mouth; seeing that the L-rd has taken vengeance for you of your enemies, of the Ammonites.
And she said to her father, Let this thing be done for me; let me alone two months, that | may go
up and down upon the mountains, and bewail my virginity, | and my friends. And he said, Go.
And he sent her away for two months; and she went with her companions, and wept for her
virginity upon the mountains. And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she returned to
her father, who did with her according to his vow which he had vowed; and she knew no man.
And it was a custom in Israel, That the daughters of Israel went yearly to lament the daughter of
Jephthah the Gileadite four daysin a year. Judges 11:34-40
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The opinion of our Sages is well known. My master, my father, of blessed memory, explained
that the “vov’ of the word “Vv' ha-alishu” is to be understood to mean “or” i.e. the object should
become sanctified, if it is not fit to be a sacrifice, or, if it isfit to be a sacrifice (i.e. a cow or a
sheep) then it should be brought as a burnt offering. This is similar to the “vov” in the phrase,
“makeh oviv v'imo.” which is trandated, he who hits his father or mother. He explained this very
well, asit is evident from the verse that he did not kill her, as it [does not] say, “1 will bewail my
soul.” [Rather it says, “I will bewail my virginity.”] This indicates that he didn’'t kill her, but
rather she abstained from marital relations, as it says (Judges 11:39), “and she knew no man.”
And from that which it says (ibid.), “he did with her according to his vow which he had vowed;”
and not, “he offered her as a sacrifice,” is indicative that she became an ascetic. This is the
meaning of, “he did with her according to his vow which he had vowed,” i.e. “shall surely be the
L-rd’'s’. Thisis what seems to be the ssimple meaning of the text. If the words of our Sages are
based upon a chain of tradition, then we are duty bound to accept them. Radak, ibid.
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Thisiswhat the prophet had in mind when he said to Isragl (Jeremiah 8:23), “Isthere no balm in
Gilead? Is there no physician there? [Why then has not the health of the daughter of my people
been restored? Oh that my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that | might weep
day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!]” And it is further written (ibid. 19:5),
“Which | commanded not, nor spoke of it, neither came it to my mind.” “Which | commanded
not.” This refers to the sacrifice of the son of Mesha, the king of Moab, as it is said (Kings Il
3:27), “Then he took his eldest son that should have reigned in his stead and offered him for a
burnt-offering.” “Nor spoke of it.” This refers to the daughter of Jephthach. “Neither came it to
my mind.” Thisrefersto the sacrifice of Isaac, the son of Abraham. Taanis 4a
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The error of Yiftach regarding his daughter is that he thought that just as a leader of Israel has
the power to institute a cherem which is a decree to directly put someone to death or to put one
to death if he violates a decree. Similarly, if [the leader] makes a vow during wartime to offer an
individual or individuals to became a [human] sacrifice, the vow would take effect. [His error
was| that he didn’t realize that the cherem, instituted by the king or the Sanhedrin only takes
effect upon rebels, in order to eliminate them, or upon those who violate their decrees or
legidation. G-d forbid to think that [a leader], through a vow, could validate something that is
otherwise unfit to become a burnt sacrifice. For that reason it is stated in the Midrash Bereishis
Rabbah (60:3) that he could not even sanctify her monetary value, [let alone offer her as a
sacrifice] For that reason he was punished for shedding her blood. And don't be led astray by the
nonesense of R. Avraham ibn Ezra who said that explanation of the phrase (Judges 11:31),
“v'ha-alisihu” is to be understood to mean that if a man or woman would walk out of the house,
then they, “shall surely be the L-rd’'s’, i.e. they should separate themselves from the ways of the
world and serve G-d through prayer and thanksgiving. And if that which leaves the house would
be fit to become a sacrifice then | will bring it for a burnt offering. [In the end,] he made a house
for his daughter outside the city in which she meditated and he provided for her needs there. No

an “knew her” and she remained confined her whole life. These words [of R. Avraham ibn
Ezra] are absurd. [First of all,] if he had vowed that a person would be sanctified to G-d, it would
not mean that he would be an ascetic. He would rather be like Shmuel, whose mother said about
him (Samuel | 1:11), “I have given him to G-d.” Shmuel served in the House of G-d, but he was
not an ascetic. [Second of all,] according to the laws of the Torah it is not within a person’s
power to impose upon those who leave his house that they become ascetics, just like it is not
within his power to offer them up to become a burnt offering. [Third of al,] if thiswould be true,
that his daughter bewailed her virginity as well as her friends, they were acting like harlots,
praising the gifts [of carnal knowledge]. G-d forbid that there be a custom in Israel to bemoan
the daughter of Yiftach four times a year because she didn’t marry a husband and she served G-d
in purity. The matter, however, is to be understood literally, and his mistake is as | previously
stated. Ramban, Vayikra 27:29

V. The Tribe of Ephraim and the Reign of Jephtach
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And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased
him; and he held up his father’s hand, to move it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. And
Joseph said to his father, Not so, my father; for thisis the firstborn; put your right hand upon his
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head. And his father refused, and said, | know it, my son, | know it; he also shall become a
people, and he also shall be great; but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his
seed shall become a multitude of nations. And he blessed them that day, saying, In you shall
Israel bless, saying, G-d make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh; and he set Ephraim before
Manasseh. Genesis 48:17-20
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And the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and went northward, and said to
Jephthah, Why did you pass over to fight against the Ammonites, and did not call us to go with
you? - We will burn your house upon you with fire. - And Jephthah said to them, | and my
people were at great strife with the Ammonites; - and when | called you, you did not save me
from their hands. - And when | saw that you did not save me, | put my life in my hands, and
passed over against the Ammonites, and the L-rd delivered them into my hand. - Why then have
you come up to me this day, to fight against me? - Then Jephthah gathered together all the men
of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim; and the men of Gilead struck Ephraim, because they said,
You Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim among the Ephraimites, and among the Manassites.
And the Gileadites took the passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites; and it was so that when
those Ephraimites who had escaped said, Let me cross over; that the men of Gilead said to him,
Are you an Ephraimite? If he said, No; Then said they to him, Say now Shibboleth; and he said
Sibboleth; for he could not pronounce it right. Then they took him, and slew him at the passages
of Jordan; and there fell at that time of the Ephraimites forty two thousand. And Jephthah
judged Israel six years. Then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was buried in one of the cities of
Gilead. Judges 12:1-7
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The word Sibboleth is an expression related to idolatry, as in the expression so Bel - lift up Bel
(Seelsaiah 46:1) Tanad' Vel Eliyahu Rabbah Perek 11

VI.  Judges During Times of Peace
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And after him Ibzan of Beth-Lehem judged Israel. And he had thirty sons, and thirty daughters,
whom he sent abroad, and took in thirty daughters from abroad for his sons. And he judged Israel
seven years. Then died Ibzan, and was buried at Beth-Lehem. Judges 12:8-10
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According to the ssmple sense of the text, Scripture is relating to us the marriages of his sons and
daughtersin order to inform us about the tremendous success he had with his sons and daughters,
for we was able to marry all of them off in his lifetime. Truly, he must have accomplished great
things that merited him such success and the attainment of the great status of being the Judge
over Isradl. Radak, ibid.
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And after him Elon, a Zebulunite, judged Israel; and he judged Israel ten years. And Elon the
Zebulunite died, and was buried in Ayalon in the country of Zebulun. Judges 12:11-12
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And after him Abdon the son of Hillel, a Pirathonite, judged Isragl. And he had forty sons and
thirty grandchildren, who rode on seventy donkeys; and he judged Israel eight years. And Abdon
the son of Hillel the Pirathonite died, and was buried in Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, in the
mount of the Amalekites. Judges 12:13-15
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This narrative was also included in order to inform us about his tremendous success that he saw
adult children and grandchildren riding on donkeys, i.e. this was a result of their wealth and
privileged status. They didn't have to be involved in some other profession or in working the
land but were privileged [aristrocrats] who rode donkeys. [In addition he was privileged] to be
appointed the Judge over Israel. Radak, ibid.

VIl.  TheBirth of Samson
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And the people of Israel did evil again in the sight of the L-rd; and the L-rd delivered them into
the hand of the Philistines forty years. And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the
Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bore not. Judges 13:1-2

7Y 717 1A W MARY 7T PAR TIW TA0H 2377 DADWAN KO DIAWN IR IR 2
PARNW 779777 WoR 97 770 77T DPLAWAW TN 3 Y PPT01T (DN NPWRID) 2Py MR
77 VAWM XA PIWAW REMPI TTVPN TN INWKRI (I8 777 7130 197 7T 3007 1KY 700 770
X 1179) 'RIW 77I7° LW DY NORIPH RO AW 1100 PIWHAWT TR IR TOW 77 1AW

7 7120 272 WA Lo3pbhEn anInk owl (7

Scripture does not say, “from the tribe of Dan,” but rather, “of the family of the Danites.” This
teaches us that his father was from Dan, but the mother of Manoah was from Y ehudah.
Regarding this did Y aakov say (Geneis 49:16-18), “Dan shall judge (revenge) his people, as (the
special) one of the tribes of Israel. [Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that
bites the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. | have waited for your salvation, O
L-rd.”] The specia one of the tribes is Y ehudah [from whom the ultimate redeemer will arise].
[The redeemer of Dan] is compared to Yehudah as he was from the land of Yehudah (Zorah
straddled both Dan and Y ehudah) and his mother was from Y ehudah. Similarly, Manoah was
from Dan and his wife was from Y ehudah. Consequently, Shimshon (Samson) was from [both]
the tribes of Dan and Y ehudah. This is based upon the tradition that the name of Shimshon’s
mother was Hazelelponi, as it says (Chronicles | 4:1-3), “[The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron, and
Carmi, and Hur, and Shobal. And Reaiah the son of Shobal fathered Jahath; and Jahath fathered
Ahumai, and Lahad. These are the families of the Zorathites. And these were of the father of
Etam: Jezreel, and Ishma, and Idbash:] and the name of their sister was Hazelelponi.” Midrash
Bamidbar Rabbah 10:5
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Why was his name Manoah? Because he merited that an angel spoke to him and prophecy is
called Menuhah (rest), as it says (Jeremiah 51:59), “The word which Jeremiah the prophet
commanded Seraiah (Baruch) the son of Neriah . . . And this Seraiah was the master of menuhah.
We derive from this that Baruch ben Neriah merited to receive the Divine spirit, as it says (Isaiah
11:2), “And the spirit of the L-rd shall rest (v'nahah) upon him.” Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah
10:5
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“His wife was barren, and bore not.” This teaches us that there was a disagreement between
Manoah and his wife. He claimed that she was infertile and that was the reason she was till
childless. But she claimed that he was the one who was infertile and that is the reason she was
childless. [The truth is, however, that] Manoah was not infertile. Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah
10:5
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And the angel of the L-rd appeared to the woman, and said to her, Behold now, you are barren,
and bear not; but you shall conceive, and bear a son. Now therefore beware, | beseech you, and
drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing; For, behold, you shall conceive,
and bear a son; and no razor shall come on his head; for the child shall be a Nazirite to G-d from
the womb; and he shall begin to save Isragl from the hand of the Philistines. Then the woman
came and told her husband, saying, A man of G-d came to me, and his countenance was like the
countenance of an angel of G-d, very awesome; but | asked him not from where he was, nor did
he tell me his name; But he said to me, Behold, you shall concelve, and bear a son; and now do
not drink wine nor strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing; for the child shall be a Naziriteto G-d
from the womb to the day of his death. Judges 13:3-7
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“And the angel of the L-rd appeared to the woman.” From this we derive that the wife of
Manoah was righteous, for she merited to speak with an angel and that it was he who created
peace between them and to inform them that it was she who was infertile and not her husband.
For that reason the angel spoke to her. And because she [merited to see] an angel, she was called
Tzelalponi (Hazelelponi), for she turned (poneh) to the angel. The word tzelal refers to an angel,
as it says (Genesis 19:8), “. . . seeing that they have come under the shadow (protection) of my
roof.” Since Lot was more righteous that his wife, the angels came to him to seek protection
under his roof and not under her roof. In this case, however, the angel came to her, as she was a
righteous person. The reason that she was called, Hazelel, and not Hazel, was because the angel
appeared to her twice. Oncein the city and once in the field. Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah 10:5
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“Now therefore beware, | pray thee, and drink no wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean
thing.” (Judges 13:4) What is the meaning of, “any unclean thing”? Furthermore, had she
[ Samson's mother] up to then eaten unclean things? R. Yitzchak of the Y eshivaof R. Ammi said:
[She had hitherto eaten] things forbidden to a Nazirite. Sota 9b
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“And he shall begin (yachel) to save Israel.” (Judges 13:5) R. Hama b. Hanina said: The oath of
Avimelech became void (huchal), as it is written (Genesis 21:23), “That you shall not ded
falsely with me, nor with my son, nor with my son's son.” Sota 9b-10a
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“And he shall begin (yachel) to save Israel from the hand of the Philistines.” (Judges 13:5)
Through him will the prophecy of Yaakov take effect, as it says (Genesis 49:16-18), “Dan shall
judge (revenge) his people, as (the special) one of the tribes of Israel. [Dan shall be a serpent by
the way, an adder in the path, that bites the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. |
have waited for your salvation, O L-rd.”] - “But he said to me, Behold, you shall conceive. ..”
(Judges 13:7) However, that which he told her, “Behold now, you are barren,” she did not reveal
to him, as she didn’t want to reveal her defect. - “. . . for the child shall be a Nazirite to G-d
from the womb to the day of his death.” (ibid.) She added this to his statement because she
wasn't aware of the future. The angel, on the other hand, who knew that he would lose his
Nazirite status through Delilah, didn’t say, “to the day of his death.” Midrash Bamidbar
Rabbah 10:5
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Then Manoah entreated the L-rd, and said, O my L-rd, let the man of G-d whom you sent come
back to us, and teach us what we shall do with the child who shall be born. And G-d listened to
the voice of Manoah; and the angel of G-d came back to the woman as she sat in the field; but
Manoah her husband was not with her. And the woman made haste, and ran, and told her
husband, and said to him, Behold, the man, who came to see me the other day, has appeared to
me. And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came to the man, and said to him, Are you
the man who spoke to the woman? And he said, | am. And Manoah said, Now let your words
come to pass. What shall be the rule for the child, and what shall be done with him? And the
angel of the L-rd said to Manoah, Of all that | said to the woman let her beware. She may not eat
of any thing that comes of the vine, nor let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean
thing; all that | commanded her let her observe. Judges 13:8-14
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“Then Manoah entreated (vayetar) the L-rd and said, O my L-rd, . . .” Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish
said: Why are the prayers of the righteous compared to a pitchfork (atar)? Thisis tell you that
just like a pitchfork turns around the grain in the granary from place to place, so too the prayers
of the righteous turn around the attribute of justice to the attribute of compassion. “And G-d
listened to the voice of Manoah; and the angel of G-d came back to the woman as she sat in the
field; but Manoah her husband was not with her.” Why did the angel return to the wife and not to
Manaoh? This was in order not to negate the original words that he had spoken to [his] wife.
Another explanation: This was in order to endear her to him (lit. in his eyes, i.e. that she was
worthy of repeatedly being visited by an angel). “And the woman made haste, and ran, and told
her husband . . .” This teaches us that all of the actions of the righteous are done with alacrity.
[“Behold, the man,] who came to see me the other day . . .” [Note that] it doesn’'t say, “today,”
but rather “the other day”. This teaches us that the angel did not appear to her until the next day.
This was because Manaoh didn’t pray until the next day, during the morning prayers, just as it
says (Psalms 5:4), “You shall hear my voice in the morning, . . .” - “And the angel of the L-rd
said to Manoah, Of all that | said to the woman let her beware.” This was in order to endear her
to him. Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah 10:5
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And Manoah said to the angel of the L-rd, | beseech you, let us detain you, until we shall have
prepared a kid for you. And the angel of the L-rd said to Manoah, Though you detain me, | will
not eat of your bread; and if you will offer a burnt offering, you must offer it to the L-rd. For
Manoah knew not that he was an angel of the L-rd. And Manoah said to the angel of the L-rd,
What is your name, that when your sayings come to pass we may do you honor? And the angel
of the L-rd said to him, Why ask you thus after my name, seeing it is hidden? So Manoah took a
kid with a meal offering, and offered it upon a rock to the L-rd; and the angel did wondrously;
and Manoah and hiswife looked on. For it cameto pass, when the flame went up toward heaven
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from off the altar, that the angel of the L-rd ascended in the flame of the atar. And Manoah and
his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground. But the angel of the L-rd did no more
appear to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was an angel of the L-rd. And
Manoah said to his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen G-d. But his wife said to
him, If the L-rd would have been pleased to kill us, He would not have received a burnt offering
and a meal offering from our hands, nor would He have shown us all these things, nor would
have told us, at this time, such things as these. And the woman bore a son, and called his name
Samson; and the child grew, and the L-rd blessed him. And the spirit of the L-rd began to stir in
him in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol. Judges 13:8-15
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R. Yohanan said: Samson judged Isragl in the same manner as their Father in heaven; as it is
said, (Genesis 49:16), “Dan shall judge his people as One.” R. Yohanan also said: Samson was
called by the name of the Holy One, blessed be He; as it is said (84:12), “For the L-rd G-d isa
sun (wall) and a shield.” According to this argument, [his name] may not be erased! The
intention is that [his name] was typical of the name of the Holy One, blessed be He; as the Holy
One, blessed be He, shields the whole world, so Samson shielded Israel during his generation.
Sota 10a
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“And the spirit of the L-rd began (vatohel), etc.” (Judges 13:15) R. Hama b. Hanina said:
Y aakov's prophecy became fulfilled (haltha), as it is written (Genesis 49:17), “Dan shall be a
serpent in the way [an adder in the path, that bites the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall
backward. | have waited for your salvation, O L-rd.”] To stir him (lefa'amo) in Mahaneh-Dan.
(ibid.) R. Yitzchak of the Yeshiva of R. Ammi said: This teaches that the Shechinah kept ringing
in front of him like a bell; it is written here to stir him (lefa'amo) in Mahaneh-Dan, and it is
written elsewhere (Exodus 28:34), “A golden bell (pa'amon) and a pomegranate.” Between
Zorah and Eshtaol (ibid.) R. Assi said: Zorah and Eshtaol are two great mountains, and Samson
uprooted them and ground one against the other. Sota 9b
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“And the child grew, and the L-rd blessed him.” (Judges 13:14) Wherewith did He bless him?
Rav Y ehudah said in the name of Rav: He blessed him through his male organ. It was like that of
other men but his seed [flowed)] like a fast-flowing stream. Sota 10a



