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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1.  Describe Shmud's father.
2.  Describe the circumstances of Shmuel's birth.
3. Listthe areas of Shmuel's expertise.
4.  What was Shmud's relationship with Rabbi?
5. What was Shmuel's rel ationship with Rabbi Y ochanon?

This and much more will be addressed in the second lecture of this
series; "The Genius of Nehardea'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series |V Lecture #2
THE GENIUS OF NEHARDEA

The Birth of the Genius
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Abbathe father of Shmuel bar Abbawasinvolved in asilk business. Rabbi Y ehudah ben
Besaira sent for him that he should come to Nesibis [to sell him hiswares]. Some time
later he came and stood by him. He said, "Doesn't the Master desire thisthing?' He
replied, "But wasn't [my commitment to buy] only verbal [and therefore carried no legal
obligation of fulfillment]?* He (Abba) said, "But isn't your word worth more to me than
money?' Hereplied, "[Since] you had complete trust in my words you should merit to
have a son like Shmuel the prophet; asit iswritten: And al of Israel from Dan until Beer
Sheva knew that Shmuel was trusted to be a prophet of the L-rd. (Samuel | 3:20)" And
he [thus] merited to have Shmuel bar Aba. Midrash Shmuel 3:3
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We aren't concerned about a [possibility of a girl being a] "mamzeres" (a child born out
of adultery or incest). What is the case? If, for instance, the husband went away to a
foreign land and [there is a strong possibility that] she had an affair and subsequently had
adaughter, [nevertheless] we are not concerned. The reason being is that we say that the
husband may have come back secretly at night and had marital relations. Thisissimilar
to the case of the father of Shmuel who came [back to his wife] through the use of a
Divine name. Why was [ Shmuel so] wise? Because when he (the father of Shmuel) came
to Palestine (lit. the west) he found a Medean woman who understood the speech of birds
(apsychic). She said to him, "Have relations with me and | will give you so much and so
much denarii." She made the offer because she knew that a great man would issue forth
from him. He fled and came back to his wife by means of a Divine name. Afterwards he
went back. Eventually it became known that she became pregnant. They brought her
before the Bais Din and flogged her [for committing adultery]. While in the womb,
Shmuel [recalled that he] said, "Let me put my head down so that | may avoid being hurt
by the top of the flogging stick (which was thicker than the rest of the stick)." He bent his
head and received a blow from the top of the stick. Halachos Gedolos, Hilchos Gittin
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Shmuel said, "I recognize the midwife that delivered me." Rabbi Y ehoshuaben Levi said,
"I recognize the Mohel that performed my circumcision.” Rabbi Y ochanon said, "I
recogni ze the women who accompanied my mother at birth." Y erushalmi Kesubos 5:6

1. Early Years
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Come and hear [from the following incident]. The father of Shmuel once found Shmuel
crying and asked him, ‘Why are you crying' ? ‘ Because my teacher beat me.” ‘But why?
‘Because he said to me, "Y ou were feeding my son and you did not wash your hands
before doing so."™” “*And why did you not wash? [Hereplied,] ‘It was he that was eating,
so why should | wash? Said [the father of Shmuel,] ‘It is not enough that he [your
teacher] isignorant [of the law], but he must also beat you!” Thelaw is. He that isfed by
another must wash his hands; he that feeds another need not wash his hands. Chullin
107b
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Shmuel's father asked Shmuel, ‘What if it [the animal] iswithin, while itsfeet are
without? — ‘It iswritten: Even that they may bring them unto the L-rd,” he replied,
‘[Which intimates] that the whole of it must be within.” *What if one suspended [the
animal] and slaughtered it? ‘Itisvalid,” hereplied. ‘Y ou have erred,” he observed, ‘ For
the slaughtering must be "on the side" [of the altar], which provision is unfulfilled.’
‘What if [the daughterer] was suspended and slaughtered [thus]? — ‘It isinvalid,” he
replied. ‘ You have erred,” said he. * The slaughtering must be "on the side" but the
slaughterer need not be "on the side.” *What if he suspended himself and received [the
blood]? ‘Itisvalid,” hereplied. ‘Y ou have erred,” observed he, ‘ For such is not the way
of service.” ‘“What if he suspended [the sacrifice] and received [the blood]? — ‘Itis
invalid,” he answered. ‘Y ou have erred,” he retorted, * Slaughtering must be "on the side”,
but receiving need not be "on the side".” Zevachim 26a
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Samuel said: In this matter | am as vinegar is to wine compared with my father. For my
father used to inspect his property twice aday, but | do so only once aday. Samuel here
follows his maxim, for Samuel declared: He who inspects his property daily will find an
istira. Chullin 105a

[1. The Father of Shmuel
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When Rav came to Babylon he found R. Abbawho was the leader in Babylon. Aslong as
R. Abbawas alive, Rav did not take a position of |eadership. Seder Tanaim
V'Amaraim (A work from the Gaonic Era)
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Come and hear: For they [the scholars] sent to Shmuel's father: What of those oxen which
Arameans sted [at the insistence of the owners] and castrate? He replied: Since an
evasion was committed with them, turn the evasion upon them [their owners|, and let
them be sold! Bava M etzia 90a
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In aletter of divorce that was once found in Nehardea it was written, * Near the town of
Kolonia, I, David son of Nehilais, a Nehardean, released and divorced my wife
So-and-so’, and when Shmuel's father sent it to R. Judah Nesiah the latter replied, ‘Let all
Nehardea be searched’. Yevamos 115b
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Thus the father of Shmuel found some donkeys in a desert, and he returned them to their
owner after ayear of twelve months: [he went] beyond the requirements of the law.
Bava Metzia 24b
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Shmuel's father said: The Angel of Death told me, ‘Were it not for the regard | have for
people's honour, | could cut the throat of men as widely as that of an animal [is cut]!’
Avodah Zarah 20b
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Shmuel's father and Levi were sitting in the synagogue which ‘ moved and settled’ in
Nehardea. The Shechinah came and they heard a sound of tumult and rose and went out.
Megilla 29a
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The father of Shmuel had some money belonging to orphans deposited with him. When
he died, Shmuel was not with him, and they called him, * The son who consumes the
money of orphans’. So he went after his father to the cemetery, and said to them (the
dead): | am looking for Abba. They said to him: There are many Abbas here. ‘| want
Abbab. Abba,’ he said. They replied: There are a'so several Abbas b. Abba here. He then
said to them: | Want Abbab. Abba the father of Shmuel; where is he? They replied: He
has gone up to the Y eshiva of Heaven. Meanwhile he saw Levi sitting outside. He said to
him: Why are you sitting outside? Why have you not gone up [to heaven]? He replied:
Because they said to me: For as many years as you did not go up to the academy of R.
Efesand hurt his feelings, we will not let you go up to the Y eshiva of Heaven.
Meanwhile his father came. Shmuel observed that he was both weeping and laughing. He
said to him: Why are you weeping? He replied: Because you are coming here soon. * And
why are you laughing? ‘Because you are highly esteemed in thisworld.” He thereupon
said to him: If | am esteemed, let them take up Levi; and they did take up Levi. He then
said to him: Where is the money of the orphans? He replied: Go and you will find it in
the case of the millstones. The money at the top and the bottom is mine, that in the
middle is the orphans. He said to him: Why did you do like that? He replied: So that if
thieves came, they should take mine, and if the earth destroyed any, it should destroy
mine. Does not this show that they know? — Perhaps Shmuel was exceptional: as he was
esteemed, they proclaimed beforehand, ‘Make way [for him]!” Berachos 18b
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V. The Genius of Nehardea
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Shmuel also said: | am as familiar with the paths of heaven as with the streets of
Nehardea, with the exception of the comet, about which | am ignorant. Berachos 58b
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Shmuel said: | am quite able to make a calendar for the whole of the Diaspora. Rosh
Hashana 20b
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He (Shmuel) thereupon sent [to R. Y ochanan] the calculations for the intercalation of
months for sixty years. Chullin 95b
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Shmuel said: For all things| know the cure, except the following three: [i] eating bitter
dates on an empty stomach; [ii] girding one's loins with a damp flaxen cord; and [iii]
eating bread and not walking four cubits after it. Bava Metzia 113b
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Butisit not afact that when a certain sac was submitted to the Master Shmuel he said,
‘Thisisforty-one days old’, but on calculating the time since the woman had gone to
perform her ritual immersion until that day and finding that there were no more than forty
days he declared, ‘ This man must have had marital intercourse during her menstrual
period’ and having been arrested, he confessed? — Shmuel was different from other
people because his knowledge was exceptional. Nidah 25b
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There came before the Resh Galutha a young deer whose hind legs were broken. Rav
examined it in the region of the juncture of the tendons and declared it to be permitted.
He was about to eat a portion of it grilled. when Samuel said to him, ‘ Master, have you
no fears lest it has been bitten by a snake'. * Then, what is the remedy’ ? he asked. ‘Let it
be put into an oven and it will exposeitself’. It wasimmediately put into an oven and it
fell to pieces. Samuel applied to Rav the verse: There shall no mischief befall the
righteous, (Mishlei 12:21) and Rav applied to Shmuel the verse: No secret is hidden from
(lit. troubles) you. (Daniel 4:6) Chullin 59a
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Shmuel Y arhina'ah was Rabbi's physician. Now, Rabbi having contracted an eye disease,
Shmuel offered to bathe it with alotion, but he said, ‘1 cannot bear it.” ‘ Then | will apply
an ointment to it,” he said. ‘Thistoo | cannot bear,” he objected. So he placed a phia of
chemicals under his pillow, and he was healed. Rabbi was most anxious to ordain him,
but the opportunity was lacking. ‘Let it not grieve thee,” he said; ‘| have seen the Book of
Adam, in which iswritten, "Shmuel Yarhinaah" shall be called "Sage", but not "Rabbi",
and Rabbi's healing shall come through him. Rabbi and R. Nathan conclude the Mishnah,
R. Ashi and Ravina conclude [authentic] teaching, and a sign thereof is the verse: Until |
went to the sanctuary of G-d; then understood | their end. (Psams 73:17)' Bava Metzia
85b
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What is meant by the verse: It is not in the heavens (30:12)? Shmuel said, "The Torah is
not found amongst the astrologers (or astronomers) whose profession deals with the
stars." They said to Shmuel, "Behold you are an astronomer and yet you are a great man
of Torah?' Hereplied, "I only looked into the subject at atime when | was free from
learning. When was this? When | went to the place of water (this refersto either a
bathhouse or arestroom)." Midrash Devorim Rabbah 8:6
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"Shakud" (the industrious scholar) made this statement. Who is " Shakud"? Shmuel.
Kesubos 43a
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Said Rava: | say athing which [even] King Shapur could not say, and who is that?
Shmuel. Pesachim 54a
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Levi said to Samuel: Arioch (aterm referring to Shmuel's great stature), supply me with
doubtful [*orlah’] and | will eat [thereof]. Kiddushin 39a
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Wherever Rav and Shmuel differ in ritual law the ruling adopted is that of Rav and in
civil cases the ruling adopted is that of Shmuel. Bechoros49b
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V. King Shapur
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Levi used to juggle in the presence of Rabbi with eight knives, Shmuel before King
Shapur with eight glasses of wine. Sukkah 53a
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King Shapur [I] once said to Shmuel: Y ou [Jews] profess to be very clever. Tell me what
| shall seein my dream. He said to him: Y ou will see the Romans coming and taking you
captive and making you grind date-stones in agolden mill. He thought about it the whole
day and in the night saw it in adream. Berachos 56a
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For when they informed Shmuel that King Shapur had slain twelve thousand Jews at
Caesarea-Mazaca, he did not [then] rend his clothes? — They [the Sages] did not say [it
should be done] save where the misfortune involves the larger part of the Community
resembling the typical instance. And isit afact that King Shapur slew Jews? For [itis
reported] that King Shapur said to Shmuel, ‘May [ill] befall meif | have ever dlain a
Jew!” — For there, it was they [the Jews] that had brought it on themselves, as R. Ammi
said, that the noise of the harp-strings about Caesarea-Mazaca burst the wall of Laodicea.
Moed Katan 26a

VI.  ThePassing of Rav
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But yet [when] they said to Shmuel, ‘Rav's soul has gone to rest’, he rent on account of
him thirteen garments [and] said: ‘ Gone is the man before whom | trembled’! M oed
Katan 24a
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During the lifetime of Rav, R. Y ochanan used to address him thusin hisletters: Greetings
to our Master in Babylon! After Rav's death, R. Y ochanan used to address Shmuel thus:
Greetings to our colleague in Babylon! Said Shmuel to himself, ‘Is there nothing in
which | am his master’ ? He thereupon sent [to R. Y ochanan] the calculations for the
intercalation of monthsfor sixty years. Said [R. Y ochanan], ‘He only knows mere
calculations . So he [Shmuel] wrote out and sent [R. Y ohcanan] thirteen camel loads of
guestions concerning doubtful cases of trefah. Said [R. Y ochanan], ‘It isclear that | have
aMaster in Babylon; | must go and see him’. So he said to achild, ‘ Tell me the [last]
verse you have learnt’. He answered: ‘Now Shmuel was dead’. Said [R. Y ochanan], ‘ This
means that Shmuel has died’. But it was not the case; Shmuel was not dead then, and
[this happened] only that R. Y ochanan should not trouble himself. Chullin 95b
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A message was sent from the Y eshiva of Rav to Shmuel, saying: Will our Master please
inform us, [If one of the parties pledged himself] by Kinyan [not to retract], what [if he
seeksto retract] before the promulgation of the decision? — He returned word, saying:
After Kinyan, nothing [can be done to repudiate the transaction]. Sanhedrin 24b

VII.  Shmue's Legacy
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Shmuel holds that it is forbidden to deceive people even gentiles. Chullin 94a
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Shmuel's father used to sell fruit during the [prevalence of the] early [market] price[s] at
the early price. Shmuel his son retained the fruit and sold them, when the late [ market]
prices [were current], at the early [market] price. Word was sent from there: ‘ The father's
[action] is better than the son's.” What is the reason? — Prices that have been eased
remain so. Bava Basra 90b
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Shmuel said to the hardware merchants: Charge al equitable price for your pots, for if
not | will publicly lecture [that the law is] in accordance with R. Shimon. Then let him
lecture [thus] to them [in any casg], seeing that Shmuel holds as R. Shimon? — It was
Rav's town. Pesachim 30a
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Shmuel said to those who sold myrtle, ‘ Sell at the normal price, for if not, | will expound
toyou asR. Tarfon.” What is his reason? If you will say that he wished to take alenient
view, why did he not expound to them as R. Akibawho is still more lenient? — Three
with broken tips are common, one with an unbroken tip is uncommon. Sukkah 34b
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From Shmuel too [we learn that] Israel isimmune from planetary influence. For Samuel
and Ablat were sitting, while certain people were going to alake. Said Ablat to Shmuel:
‘That man is going but will not return, [for] a snake will bite him and he will die.” ‘If he
isan Israglite,” replied Shmuel. ‘he will go and return.” While they were sitting he went
and returned. [Thereupon] Ablat arose and threw off his [the man's] knapsack, [and]
found a snake therein cut up and lying in two pieces — Said Shmuel to him, ‘What did
you do? ‘Every day we pooled our bread and ate it; but to-day one of us had no bread,
and he was ashamed. Said | to them, "I will go and collect [the bread]". When | came to
him, | pretended to take [bread] from him, so that he should not be ashamed.” *Y ou have
done agood deed,” said he to him. Then Shmuel went out and lectured: But charity
delivereth from death; and [this does not mean] from an unnatural death, but from death
itself. Shabbos 156b
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"Better is the patient of spirit than the proud of spirit." (Koheles 7:8) A certain Persian
cameto Rav. He said to him, "Teach me Torah." He (Rav) said to him, "Say 'deph'." He
replied to him, "Who saysthat it isan 'aleph'?' He said to him, "Say 'bais.” He replied,
"Who saysthat itisa'bais?' He yelled at him and threw him out with strong rebuke. He
went to Shmuel and said to him, "Teach me Torah." He (Shmuel) said to him, "Say
‘aleph’." He replied to him, "Who saysthat it isan 'aleph'?' He said to him, "Say 'bais."
Hereplied, "Who saysthat it isa'bais?' He grabbed him by the ear and he (the Persian)
said [in pain], "My ear! my ear!" Shmuel said to him, "Who saysthat it isyour ear?' He
said, "Everyone knows that it ismy ear." Hereplied, "So too, everyone knows that this an
‘aleph’ and that that isa'bais." The Persian was immediately quiet and accepted it
(Judaism) upon himself. The verse "Better isthe patient of spirit than the proud of spirit"
can be applied thus: Better is the patience that Shmuel displayed than the impatience that
Rav displayed. If it wouldn't have been for this, the Persian would have returned to his
evil ways. He (the Persian) referred the verse, "Better is the patient of spirit," to him
(Shmuel). Midrash Koheles Rabbah 7:8
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VIll. The Death of the Master
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Shmuel died in the year 564 [of the Seleucid calendar] (this corresponds to the year 253
C.E.). Hisdiscipleswere Rav Nachman in Nehardea, Rav Y ehudah in Pumbedisa, and
Rav Sheshesin Shilchi. The Letter of Rav Sherira Gaon
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R. Yitzchok said: If one makes remarks about the dead, it is like making remarks about a
stone. Some say [the reason is that] they do not know, others that they know but do not
care. Can that be so? Has not R. Papa said: A certain man made derogatory remarks about
Mar Shmuel and alog fell from the roof and broke his skull? A Rabbinical student is
different, because the Holy One, blessed be He, avenges hisinsult. Berachos 19a



