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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Describe the circumstances of the founding of the
Jewish community of Amsterdam.

2. Describe communal lifein Amsterdam in the mid
seventeenth century.

3.  Who wasresponsible for excommunicating
Baruch Spinoza?

4. Name three works that were composed by Rav
Menashe ben Yisradl.

5. When was official protected status granted to the
Marrano community of England?

This and much more will be addressed in the second |ecture
of this series. "The Marrano Haven: Amsterdam, its Sages
and Heretics'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind, as you listen to the tape and read
through the outline. Go back to these questions once again
at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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We have heard a resounding but depressing voice from adistant land, the city of
Amsterdam. . . . A certain physician . . . heaped scorn on the words of our Sages, of
blessed memory, regarding their Aggadic (homiletic) statements. He also attacked the
wisdom of the Kabbalah, and ridiculed this branch of science, the wisdom of Truth. He
insulted it and stated his opinion that he esteems only the study of philosophy, to which
every man should be solely attracted. He reinforced hisimpurity by having fine people,
whom he had seduced to his way of thinking, attaching themselvesto him. The second
thingis. . . that by the decision of the council (ma-amad) and the sages of the
community, they announced in the synagogues of the two holy communities (Bais

Y aakov and N'vel Shalom) that all of the meat that had been ritually slaughtered by a
certain person should be considered nevailah (carrion) and that the vesselsin which they
were cooked were forbidden, for that person never studied the laws of shechita (ritua
slaughter). Thereupon, that aforementioned physician went up to the top of the tower and
announced in aloud voice that the people should pay no attention to the proclamation [of
the community's leadership] and, taking total responsibility upon himself, [he declared)]
that the community should continue to eat the meat [of that ostracized shochet]. Some of
the community, without fearing for their souls, actually did eat that meat which was
deemed [by the sages] to be nevailah. - All of the above came to our attention through a
letter written by three expert Rabbanim of the city of Amsterdam. Their signatures were
verified in the presence of the Rav Av Bais Din (Head of the Rabbinical Court) of Lublin.

Behold the essence of the question of the wise Rabbanim who came to jealously guard
the honor of Hashem is regarding whether to excommunicate this person until he repents
from his evil ways and becomes a complete penitent. Behold, my soul tells me that there
IS no question that this person should be condemned to excommunication . . . For evena
scholar who has an evil reputation is excommunicated as is stated in the Chapter Elu
Megalchim (Moed Katan 17a). The Rosh explains that thisis referring to someone who is
involved in heretical works, asistheruling in Yoreh Deah (Chapter 334). Most certainly,
then, it applies to someone who heaps scorn on the words of the Sages and who insults
the science of Kabbalah, which is the source of the Torah and its essential teaching, and
itsentirety isfull of the fear of Heaven. It is obvious that he should be condemned to
excommunication, for there is no greater instance of belittling the words of Torah than
this. In addition, heis attracted to philosophy, whichisinherently heretical. Thisisthe
strange woman of which Solomon ( Shlomo HaMelech) refersto [in  Mishlei], asR. M.
Gaba explainsin his Maros Elokim. Not only that, but he also attracted to him others and
violated the prohibition, lifnai iver lo sitain michshol  (Before the blind, do not put a
stumbling block), for which he isworthy of being condemned to excommunication. Since
he has scornfully rejected the wisdom of Kabbalah and the words of our Sages, which are
accepted, it is befitting to be stringent with him in the strongest manner and to
excommunicate him with al of the stringencies that can be articulated. Thisis a matter
that does not need any scrutiny. In addition, because he has repudiated the members of
the council and the sages of the community, who proclaimed that the meat [of that
particular shochet] was nevailah, and he alowed that which they had forbidden, he has
committed a crime for which one should be condemned to be excommunicated. . . . . For
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all of the above | am ready and agree with the sages who have encouraged meto
excommunicate the aforementioned physician of Amsterdam throughout the entire
boundaries of Israel. His bread should be considered like that of the Cutheans
(Samaritans) etc., until he repents from his evil ways. [Only] when he does penance will
he be healed. . . . However, if that physician claims that he iswilling and ready to listen
to the judgement [of the BaisDin] and will accept all that is decided, [but wants to go to
another Bais Din which is more expert,] then the punishment of excommunication of the
[Amsterdam court], is not binding. However, there should be no hint of trickery in his
statement and a date should immediately be set to go to the closest expert court. There,
the legal decision rendered will pierce the mountain that dividesthem . . . If, however, he
is merely playing with them and is pushing them aside with aflimsy excuse, then the full
weight of the excommunication will fall upon his head until he sincerely repents. ... R.
Yod Sirkish, (Bach) Responsum VIl1I

Il. The Protective Power of Torah
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Our Rabbis taught: Ve-samtem (and you shall place Det. 11:18) [reads] sam tam [a
perfect remedy]. This may be compared to a man who struck his son a strong blow, and
then put a plaster on his wound, saying to him, ‘My son! Aslong as this plaster is on your
wound, you may eat and drink at will, and bathe in hot or cold water, without fear. But if
you removeit, it will break out into sores.” Even so did the Holy One, blessed be He,
speak unto Israel: My children! | created the Evil Desire, but | [also] created the Torah,
asits antidote; if you occupy yourselves with the Torah, you will not be delivered into his
hand, for it issaid, "If you do well, you shall be exalted.” (Gen. 4:7) But if you do not
occupy yourselves with the Torah, you shall be delivered into his hand, for it iswritten,
"Sin iscrouching at the door." (Ibid.) Moreover, heis atogether preoccupied with you [to
make you sin], for it is said, "And unto thee shall be hisdesire." (Ibid.) Yet, if you want,
you can rule over him, for it issaid, "And thou shalt rule over him." (Ibid.) Kedushin
30b
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R. Yehoshuab. Levi said: What is the meaning of the Scriptural verse: And thisisthe
law which Moses set [before the children of Israel]? (Deut. 4:44) — If he is meritorious it
becomes for him amedicine of life; if not, a deadly poison. That is what Rava [meant
when he] said: If he usesit the right way, it isamedicine of life unto him; he who does
not use it the right way, it is for him adeadly poison. Yoma 72b

C.
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If he is meritorious - to study it for its own sake and to fulfill it. Rashi Yoma 72b
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To those who go to the right hand - of Torah, who search out the rationale of the Torah
with care and ultimately clarify the matter, like those who use the right hand whichis
best suited for work. Tothosewho go to the left hand - who don't toil sufficiently.
Another explanation: To those who go to the right hand refers to those who are involved
in the study of Torah for its own sake. To those who go to the left hand refers to those
who study not for its own sake. Rashi, Shabbos 63a

[1l.  The Excommunication of Baruch Spinoza

The Lords of the Mahamad announce that having long known of the evil opinions and
acts of Baruch d'Espinoza, they have endeavoured by various means and promises to turn
him from his evil ways. But having failed to make him mend his wicked ways, and, on
the contrary, daily receiving more information about the abominable heresies which he
practiced and taught, and about his monstrous deeds, and having for this, numerous
trustworthy witnesses who have deposed and born witness to this effect in the presence of
the said Espinoza, they became convinced of the truth of this matter; and after all of this
has been investigated in the presence of the honorable Chachamim, they have decided,
with their consent, that the said Espinoza should be excommunicated and expelled from
the people of Isragl, as they now excommunicate him with the following ban:

By decree of the angels and by command of the holy men, we excommunicate, expel,
curse and damn Baruch de Espinoza, with the consent of G-d, Blessed be He, and with
the consent of the entire holy congregation, in front of these holy scrolls with the 613
commandments which are written therein; cursing him with the excommunication with
which Joshua banned Jericho and with the curse which Elisha cursed the boys and with
all the curses which are written in the Sefer Torah. Cursed be he by day, and cursed be he
by night; cursed be he when he goes out, and cursed be he when he comesin. The L-rd
will not spare him, but then the anger of the L-rd and His jealousy shall lie upon him, and
the L-rd shall blot out his name from under heaven. And the L-rd shall separate him unto
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evil out of al of thetribes of Israel, according to al the curses of the covenant that are
written in this book of the Torah, "But you that cleave unto the L-rd, your G-d, are alive
every one of you this day."

We order that nobody shall communicate with him, neither in writing, nor accord him
any favor, nor stay with him under the same roof nor within four cubitsin his vicinity,
nor shall he read any treatise composed or written by him. Formula of
excommunication of Baruch Spinoza

IV.  TheMysticism of Rav Menashe ben Yisrael
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The belief in the transmigration of the souls (reincarnation) is acorrect belief which
should be embraced by the Jewish community. With the exception of Rav Saadyah Gaon
and Rav Y edayah HaPenini of Bezier, asit would seem from his apologetic letter to Rav
Shlomo ben Aderes, thereis no [scholar] who disagreed with it or rejected it. Similarly,
HaRav Levi ibn Chaviv writesin his responsa, responsum number eight, "There s,
however, another group of Jewish sages, a very large group indeed, who do believein
reincarnation. All of them write regarding it that it is atrue belief and one of the essentia
principles of the Torah which resolves the problem of the suffering of the righteous. We
are all required to listen to the words of this latter group and to accept this belief without
any reservations or doubts." It iswell known by al who dwell within the gates of my
peoplethat the Sefer HaZohar and all of the Kabbalistic works give great support to this
belief. Since the elaboration of this essential principleis part of the purpose of this work,
especially since it answers the problem of the suffering of the righteous, | am going to
quote all of the versesin Scripture that attest to it, and the logical arguments upon which
one can rely. | also comingto refute those self acclaimed philosophers, member s of
our nation, and all of thosewho cometo attack our nation. | will begin by quoting
the first verse which, in my opinion, gives hint to the phenomenon of reincarnation. This
is the phrase wherein the Holy One, blessed be He, stated to Adam HaRishon (the first
man) after hissin. "Until you return to the ground; for out of it you were taken; for dust
you are, and to dust shall you return." (Gen. 3:19) He was hinting to him that after hissin
he will be forced to be reincarnated and to return to "his dust” (a new incarnation) in
order to complete what he had failed to accomplish the first time. Similarly, the sages of
the Truth and Righteousness (K abbalah) explain that the Hebrew word, Adamisan
acronym for Adam David M oshiach. For the spirit of Adam, after he sinned, was
reincarnated into David. David also sinned in regards to Uriah [the Hittite]. For this
reason, he will be reincarnated into Moshiach. For this, thereis an abundant Scriptud
source. "But they shall serve the L-rd their G-d, and David their king, whom | will raise
up to them.” (Jeremiah 30:9) And it iswritten, "And my servant David shall be their
princefor ever." (Ezekiel 37:25) Also, with his precious son, did Adam hint to us of this
hidden secret by saying, "For G-d has appointed me another seed in place of Abel, whom
Caindew." (Gen. 4:25) In other words, he was saying that [ Seth] was actually Abel
(Hevel), becauseif that was not the case, what is the purpose of the phrase, "in place of
Abel." Why couldn't they both be in the world at the same time? And it is[also] common
knowledge that Cain killed [Abel]! [Rather,] it is[teaching us] the secret of the
transmigration of the souls. Also in Parshas ZosHaBerachah it is stated, "Let Reuben
live, and not die." (Deut. 33:6) The commentaries explain that Moshe prayed on his
behalf that Hashem should grant him along life and his tribe should not suffer the
punishment of karess and die before their alotted years. Our Sages of blessed memory
explaned that the phrase, "L et Reuben live" is referring to this world and the phrase,
"And not die" isreferring to the next world. However, the true explanation is the
trandation of Onkelas, "And he should not die a second death." He was alluding to the
docrine of transmigration of the souls, just as the Rabbainu Bachaya states, "He prayed
that he not come back again to another body to die a second death." Even though [the
reincarnated soul of] Reuven was amongst the ten martyrs, [R. Menachem] Recanti, in
Parshas Vayeshev, resolved this by explaining that Moshe's prayer was [that Hashem
should atone] for the sin of Bilhah. But since Reuven was negligent regarding the sale of
Y osef, for heleft him and didn't guard him properly, he was forced to be reincarnated for
that Sn. R.Menasheb. Yisrael, Nishmas Adam 4:6



