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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1.  Whendid the dynasty of Hillel begin?

2. Who wasthe only Pharisee that was personally held in high
esteem by Josephus? Why?

3. What economic tool did Rabban Shimon ben Gamlid useto
control price gouging? What is its practical halachic
application in everyday life?

4.  Describe the death of Rabbi Yishmad Kohen Gadol?
5. Why do righteous people suffer in this world?

This and much more will be addressed in the second lecture of this
series: "Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel and Rabbi Yishmagl Kohen
Gadol: The First of the Ten Martyrs'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
In mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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RABBAN SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL AND RABBI YISHMAEL KOHEN GADOL.:
THE FIRST OF THE TEN MARTYRS

l. The House of Rabban Gamliel
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Hillel, Shimon, Gamliel, and Shimon led the Sanhedrin in the last hundred years of the
Bais HaMikdash (Temple). Shabbos 15a
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The Rabbis taught: Shimon Hapakuli arranged the ei ghteen brochos (benedictions)
according to their proper order in the presence of Rabban Gamliel in Y avneh. Rabban
Gamliel said to them, "Is there anyone who knows how to institute a benediction
regarding the [elimination] of the Tzaddukim (or Minim)?" Shmuel Hakatan arose and
instituted it. Berachos 28b
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Rabban Gamliel said, "Accept ateacher (or guide in practical matters) upon yourself and
remove yourself from uncertainty; and do not give excess tithes by estimating [rather
than measuring]." Avos 1:16
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Originally, the transporting [and burial] of the deceased was more difficult for the
relatives than the death [itself because of the high cost of shrouds]. It reached such a
point that the relatives [who could not afford the high cost of a standard burial] would
just abandon the body of the deceased and flee [for shame, |eaving the burden of the
buria on the community]. This was common until Rabban Gamliel took the liberty and
[left in hiswill] that he be buried in [simple and inexpensive] shrouds of linen.
Afterwards, the people followed hislead and also had themselves buried in linen shrouds.
Moed Katan 27b
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The Rabbis taught: From the days of Moshe to the time of Rabban Gamliel they only
learned Torah while standing [as a sign of respect towards the Torah]. From the time of
the death of Rabban Gamliel a sickness befell the world, and [since it was too difficult to
learn standing] they learned while sitting. Thisis the meaning of the Mishna (Sota 9:9):
From the time of Rabban Gamliel [the Elder]'s death, the honor of the Torah ceased.
Megilla 21a
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From the time of the death of Rabban Gamliel the Elder, the honor of the Torah ceased
and purity and abstinence died [with him]. Sota 49a

. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel
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Shimon his (Rabban Gamliel's) son said, "All my days | have been raised amongst Torah
scholars and | found nothing better for oneself than silence; not study, but practice isthe
main thing, and one who talks excessively bringson sin." Avos 1:17
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There was an occasion that the price for a pair of birds (used as sacrifices in the Temple)
went up to agolden dinar [an enormous price due to artificial price manipulation].
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel [made an oath and] said, "By the dwelling place of G-d [l
swear] that | will not let the night pass until the price goes down to [at least] two [silver]
dinars (eight percent of the original inflated price)." The end was that he entered Bais Din
(the court) and taught the following: A woman who gave five certain births or had five
certain "zivos" (irregular menstrual bleeding for three consecutive days) [and must
normally bring five sacrifices], brings one sacrifice (apair of doves or pigeons) and is
permitted to eat sacrificial food. The rest of the sacrifices (for the other births) [due to the
extreme circumstances of price gouging] should not be [at present] compulsory. The
price [went down] that day and stood at two quarters (one half of a silver dinar).

Creissos 8a
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If the merchants selling fish, [knowing that it is customary for Jews to buy fish for
Shabbos], artificially raise the price, it is proper to institute alaw that no one should buy
fish for afew weeks [in order to lower the price]. A proof to thisis the Mishnah at the
end of thefirst chapter of Creissos (8a). Baer Haitaiv Orach Chaim 242

D. He (John the son of Levi) then sent his brother Simon, and Jonathan, the son of
Sisenna, and about a hundred armed men, to Jerusalem to Simon (Shimon), the son of
Gamaliel, in order to persuade him to induce the commonalty of Jerusalem to take from
me the government over the Galileans and to give their suffragesfor conferring that
authority upon him. This Simon (Shimon) was of the city of Jerusalem and of avery
noble family of the sect of the Pharisees, which are supposed to excel othersin the
accurate knowledge of the laws of their country. He was a man of great wisdom and
reason and capable of restoring public affairs by his prudence when they werein anill
posture. He was also an old friend and companion of John, but at that time he had a
difference with me. When, therefore, he had received such an exhortation, he persuaded
the high priests, Ananus and Jesus (Y ehoshua) the son of Gamala, and some others of the
same seditious faction to cut me down. Now | was growing so great, and not to overlook
me while | was aggrandizing myself to the height of glory, and he said that it would be
for the advantage of the Galileans if | were deprived of my government there. ThelLife
Of Flavius Josephus Chap. 38
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[1. Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha Cohen Gadol
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We learned in a Braiisa the following: Rabbi Yishmael ben Elishasaid, "Onetimel
entered the Holy of Holiesto burn incense and | saw a Heavenly vision of "Kasrikail" [a
vision of Hashem or the Angel Matatron] who was sitting on the lofty and exalted
Throne. He said to me, "Yishmael, my son, blessme." | said to Him, 'May it be your will
that your attribute of compassion will overcome your anger, and that your compassion
should be revealed over your other attributes, and you should act towards your children
(the Jewish People) with the attribute of compassion, and you should act towards them
beyond the letter of the law (with compassion rather than with the strict enforcement of
the law).' He nodded towards me (in agreement).” We see from this incident that the
blessings of even a simple person should not be taken lightly. Berachos 7a
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Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha said, "Surial the Angel of the inner sanctum told me three
things..." Berachos5la

V.  Martyrdom
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When they (the Romans) seized Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel and Rabbi Yishmael to be
killed, Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel was sitting and wondering aloud, "Woe to us that we
[are about to be] killed like [criminals who are] desecrators of Shabbos, idol worshippers,
adulterers, and murderers. Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha said to him, "Would you please let
me tell you one thing." He (Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel) replied, "Speak." He (Rabbi
Yishmael) said to him, "Perhaps while you were reclining at a meal, poor people came
and stood at your door and you didn't let them in to eat?' He (Rabban Shimon ben
Gamlidl) replied, "By the Heavens (he made an oath), this was not so. [In fact,] my
guards were standing by the doorway and when poor people would come, they would
bring them in to me and they would eat and drink and make benedictions for the sake of
Heaven." He (Rabbi Yishmael) said to him, "When you were sitting and expounding on
the Temple Mount and all the crowds of Jews were sitting in front of you, perhaps you
felt atouch of pride?' He (Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel) said to him, "Yishmael, my
brother, the person (referring to himself) is ready to receive his punishment.”

They began to plead with the executioner. Thisone said, "l am a priest, the son of a High
Priest. Kill mefirst, so that | see not the death of my colleague.” The other said, "I am a
prince (president of the Sanhedrin) the son of aprince. Kill mefirst so that | see not the
death of my colleague." He said to them, "Throw lots." They threw lots and the lot landed
on Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel. He (the executioner) immediately took the sword and
cut off his head. Rabbi Yishmael ben Elishatook it (the head) and placed it in hislap and
cried and screamed, "A holy mouth, a scrupul ous mouth, a holy mouth, a scrupulous
mouth. A mouth that produced the most precious gems and pearls. Who covered you with
dirt? Who filled your tongue [with] dust and ashes? Regarding you did Scripture state,
"Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow ...
(Zechariah 13:7)." He wasn't able to finish the verse before they took the sword and cut
[off] hishead. Avos D'Rabbi Noson 38:3
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When Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel and Rabbi Yishmael came, they (the Romans)
decreed upon them that they should be killed. Rabbi Yishmael began crying. Rabban
Shimon said, "Y oung man! Soon you will be resting in the laps of the "tzaddikim" (the
righteous) and you are crying?' Hereplied, "I am crying because we are being killed like
murderers and desecrators of Shabbos." He (Rabban Shimon) said, "Perhaps, when you
were sitting at ameal and fell asleep, awoman came to you to ask about her status of
purity. Your servant then said to her, '[He can't be disturbed because] he's leeping.’ And
the Torah says [regarding such behavior]: If you afflict him (the orphan or widow)... and
what is written [after that]? : And | will kill you by the sword."

There are those who say that it was Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel who was crying and it
was Rabbi Yishmael who replied.

When Rabban Shimon and Rabbi Yishmael were killed, the news came to Rabbi Akiva
and Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava. They arose, bound their loins with sack cloth, and rent
their garments. They said, "Our brethren of Israel, if good was destined to come to the
world, the first ones to receive it would have been Rabban Shimon and Rabbi Yishmael.
Now it isclear that it is revealed unto the One who said and the world came into
existence (Hashem) that great suffering is destined to come to the world. Therefore, these
were removed from the world (not to see and experience the world's suffering).” 'The
righteous perish, and no man lay it to heart; and merciful men are taken away, none
considering [that because of the bad destined to come is the righteous taken away].(Isaiah
57:1)' And it says, '[He shall enter into peace,] they shall rest in their beds, [each one
walking in his uprightness (ibid)]." M aseches Semachos Chapter 8
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Shmuel said, "There is yet another holiday that the pagans celebrate in Rome. Oncein
seventy years they (the Romans) bring a healthy man and put him on [the shoulders of] a
lame man. They clothe him in the [special] clothes of Adam HaRishon [the first man] and
they put on his face the facial skin of Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha and they hang from his
neck 'piza’ (an extremely rare precious stone) weighing two hundred [silver] 'zuz' ..."
Avodah Zarah 11b
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Rabbi Yishmael was a High Priest and one of those killed by the [Roman] government.
Because he was so handsome, the daughter of Caesar desired that his beauty be preserved
so they stripped the skin off his face and embalmed it in "apharsmon”, (arare) oil, so that
it would be preserved and wouldn't change [and decay]. It is till lying in the archives of
Rome. Rashi ibid.
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The facial skin of Rabbi Yishmael is[often] placed on the faces of [the Roman]
emperors. Chulin 123a
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One who sees Rabbi Yishmad ben Elishain adream should worry [that thisdreamisa
prophecy] about punishment. Berachos57b

Rabbi Yishmael ben Elishawas one of those that were killed by the [Roman]
government. They stripped the skin off hisface while he was till alive. Rashi ibid.
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On the twenty fifth of Sivan, Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha,
and Rabbi Chanina"Segan HaKohanim" (the deputy High Priest) werekilled. Megillas
Taanis- Perek Yimai HaTzomos

V. The Ten Martyrs

A.
1995 N2 nw? '|'7n'l'l 7937 97077 WX 21937 290D RXMI 77902 PO AW 1 DX OvD

WOR A93W 1 02 AR 17772 HRODMA 12 1IVAW 137 InR nhws 0°vn5a opaTy ovhyn
NP7 0°2%1 ONR 73 OX 02 MR 707 271 12 1R 21397 71 17977 o PRI 1an
NO PR 119AW HO NXR 2awa ok MR ,anD 19 3R L DRY 177 0onxy Yy 1Dap
IR XM 7977 ©°HY1 MY 1IPARI PPI¥ 52 0757 DY 2°N7 {O NR 17591m%1 2°N0T
"M72 ,0°%¥1 712V MRIW 7OV DR 1191 73T IR 113V 75 0°HYIma n°a PR ywI

Rallri



Series|| 8 Lecture #2

17 99R .DoRW 777 03°%Y 193p OnD IMRY ,09YIR IINORY YII 77T YW 0% ININY
oY MR 177 OR 07 WK MINIR 31770 7127 YWD 75 IR OIPNR 1191 A0 IR OX
ONRY [°7 032 TWYR 002 DPKRY PWOY LT 072 AWy owpin onvn o»na ovn
17 IR T 7T OR YTV TV 0o WL 11T 139 10 17 198K .INT0m3 [oT NRD 0°pw
PR N195M 2177 1900 ¥apNI o AWHW (AT 0T TN1 0w 17 1LY apl oonwn
72 77977 799 5O 73 R2%PY 77,9173 170 YLK 13 HRYNWS /71 DROHMA 12 1InY 129 0
12 RPIT 7 RAT 12 (A 77 K7D TYOR 17,1910 23w 71 117N 2 RPIT 7 ,R33
DY 13mIW N15%m 2317 FIYY 17 99K DWW 12 TYIR 79 193790180 DUDXIN 7 ,R1°O0
MY JPPNNY 0ONYT OR O? MR 37D HRYNWS 7 1777 0193w JuRY A0 DR 11ONY
1°22pm IR LMW 1M T TR T OX YT pAY TPYR PWOY own POTRY 11V

.OW3a 75135 197 2IR DPWH 118 TR ORI 10V

A2 IR 0D RWI A QWR DR P R vpah mbyh oI R e
DR PIIW VW NIRRT 7Y 937 9 9% Do 7Y INRIPY DR2723 X321 ,¥0p0
AR 0%I57 W 1I0VA I3 YAD APYW 119371 ,0°AWY INIR FNDYIT FIY0 117 INDap own
72 mANWH JIRY PRYAW? INKR 12 K 2172 770 YWOLR 12 HRHW 2R DR 70K 0 10
X3 23X 12 AR PIRIND RN I IPT ININD IR T3V 0 W Ry i 9
37 FAWY 33777 NI95AN I1DY 77T 773 DR LI 2R 7200 A0 17 R ORynwe
D°215° QMW 1M IPRW IRD ORY 1175V 7139321 0WT 1 97 71773 DX Y0 OnohyY DR
TIWR :0%107 M 7vLA 7R oW 7R L1907 009157 anX 7ma 7 R TPk IR
NX 5135 0°%15° ONXRY ,NIW *OR5MY INIR 1773 XPW QWi 710 772pn 032 77w YR
NMIX 93P N2 TIAIDT INRD NYAY JD 232 DRYNAW? X IR WD oW NI

.N1351% 77730m HRAW? “monn 7Y NARIN

217109 MR DX oy HRMO 1173p 2300 12%m Incaw 1om H7R L,InD DRYNW /1 7R
73771 7937 IR 927 HDI XY 2°n5 X9 75vAY AR NI 77907 993 Nans o1vs Ly wan
973 M .01T 0N D23 KD 77TV 01 DX 115MW 3pY? 2127 ,7337 19517 WOR 23137 2°ND
IWIDW WY 1773PR RED KDY AR 71 WA AW DRI monn vy by n7apn
WY 773apn XXM KD TN DRYAWS R 710Ln DR 291mm XOR o DW T onn
WY MA177 129p °91 97X 1At 7R 2k AT )Y 9% MR LONK R7D 2pY 2130 0P UY
12 X .72 9931 NP2 °ntaa 712 12003 KT ,TPYnD W nun wew an 93 Yx nhynb
DP2°K X271 0710 XY 117 PR DR 20°357 09K 077D 3% W2 957,175y 03 pn onR md
9 977 YAWW [P0 .7apn 219% 1Y 0030 pn IR DORTR DW o nimw XOR oowass

02397 "NYNY XYW 711 SN X 0K

77 92 39K ,77DN371 NYAYNA 1AM DR REMT PIRD 777 11I0VA 3T DR YUY 71O
R 77apn 2105n T AW 09%W 1°3°15n WAy 1w X 197 onh anx 77
77 230% 2w an 9 nm 71257 KR0S *100m T NIV NIV NRAWD IRV
AR P T 12 37AWT DRYPYS 1 WY ,anny anwn Wyt 33pn 13 X0mm
DY 7O IR PO L ARWn non omby noIpaw Hrmnn pharnn L1Pharnm



Series|| 9 Lecture #2

POR :DNANWA RO 07 MRY KO TV KDY ,2pY° 2133 PRIPW 0w 77apn onwanw
715 NAna Annwn 79731 ,7YWIT 193 opl IR MIwY? 129 1Nl bape bR
IR 177 °22277 NS MDD 1772 19K PPIWI NOD NISYAA PPROIVI @AWY P 239V
12979 7o DW 193 RaW TV 715977 DR 1037 P00 KDY, PORAN IR IR T PORNN
omPbY T0IPIW DIAXP DOYTY ONX 177 77902 11D 03237 1TV 0% MR 1T DY

77

AW O°D° DOWIR OYIWA TARD AW 37D YWIHK 12 PRYRWS /1 By 1Ly 1ImR.anm
YWY HRYNWS 79 ,973R 7 ,07PWaR PIRY L0 ,2pY7 ,JIWRIT TR 717 19K 02Iva
W 17 IR Tomn 2109 I7INDANWIT 07 NIVEIW INIX NIRIIW DWW 3 911D IIRATw
DR TINAY 73T INIR KA L30T POV T TR KD 99 R, 1 797 IR JNIND JRNING
TR YT 273 737 9173 170 2IRW 2 Dnni 70 77 99 R ,37aw YWY 7 DY owRa
XOW3I 72 XOWI 2R XOR ,79 XD 2273w D7R 050 NNPMA AXIR DRI 7500 23397 1790
12°D77 19 OX  P1WDX W [INAT INIX O MR L7720 NN ARIR ORI 00N 03370
2977 DR IVHPEOR DB 1IN DX 37AWI LWD TN ,37AWA DY D797 D11 N1
Y37 5% 037 70 DRYAW 7 R ,TIRIX DR 0IWD DRYAW /% KR IWRI DR 10
33N 372w HW IWRI DR ORYAW 1 D01 TR Ay 1% R 080 DY 70aRY Y IINR
MBI 9K ,IIKI 19D LY DY IMLIN HY IMLIM 1D HY 17151 PIY DY PIY N1 PR1AIR DY
TR DY 7P00° 1 NPRIN XXM 75,7701 WITR oV DY 710 YW 711333 123000
17 9K ONPHY 933 Y Y7 HY 1Y 2907 IR 23057 1°HY L1 A1Wn R POy 70IR)
DMNT TR ANNHN TWRY JRNcH YV 152 Innom DY 1312 ANRW TV 7R 11037 IR
RO NI ANR.I9D° TTAM INIX AR INPYX 2IPH 10°p YW N3 Epwaw Ty nnx
DXX 170191 ,°AX DEXR DIIRW TV NAX YW 7 [NMAT 13T INIRD TR 37990 1790 197 KD
DRYNWOM PIN Y JRORWY 7omn 7% anR ,T0RR 0D W nox aRW 92 7R AR
Fyn XS 7% 90K L0170 1272 Jan DIRWD 0w onbRY X0 XX 9?2 78K L1770

710 Iy ©IWBH NIWI °% 10 15 OX 1 7R ,NORY

,1°2°DN DIpnh LWIBT VAT 119971 1 1TIVA %D IV »IWBIR Toni PHY a1a TN
7Y N33 XY 77 107 17 3R ,T2% 199 DR KW 7903 79173 Apyx pIvxh 71 Snnn
120 P By XOR 71972 1R Nnw HY 77 0a MR ,N19a% Ynnmn AR Ny Pwoy
X2° X7 9373 OR /T QWA ALI2 ANR UV 037 A2 1R L,7DNT DY 110y P ow 1In:
230% 1AW 715M 217 7R ,02IVR DI VIV 77 pYRYW TpYR ANIR (M1 WOV 0%
557951 95 03 noap XD 7RI 93P N2 AN 31 nom 02Ia 703p3 XD AR 1Y 709
ORI 177 P78 Y7WAT :77ApR 2157 1R NAWT YORDM NN /137 291N KXY WK 7191
N7 INIDT TIAYNW T3 12 II°IT 17PN 02 MR 21HY 77731 97 7773 DOYR1 OTaa 17
79° .33 WNR oYIWR DR CIBAR 772pR WAl 71257 RDD VIVIIN AW pYT TV
DRYNMWS AWK ROXR L1729 9705 020 e nwcbw pyxn ox 717 19 mnKRI DR
77apT MND LINMWI IRXOW TY 173D B D 777 YW 11°3 ,05% 1B m JPIan MWK
NS ,X217 ORIWA 1ND 3757 AKRI HRM23T DRI INND L7572 PUIX 97 17HY MR
IAND LN 'T 177 BRI 0D NS 0N MR WD MIN IWKRI WP NN
HX*227 DRI WD TIVY DR IXR Oy 02 »RR 1957 7RI 79Yn Xax D31 00ORYN1
0777 MR 173p0 AND TIVY ,DOMINMAW [T 23 DY 27pNaR 1010 OmIUR - IR



Series|| 10 Lecture #2

VWA OVIR X077 91172 77 YW 1PID ANobp 10TV /153 Tonm oonmm T 7T oonmn
DIR DWW 3732 INIX PWra%MY 30 DY INIX 1233917 0PW 0IR PRIN TIW 0°vaw 9333
TIT 7T DN 1PNMY MWK DY INIR PN HRYAWS 1 DWW 11D INDYR 1PR2ANT WK
RN XD RAM RDT RO XHMT PIDY 157917 1370 PRANI FMIRIX DY 00 907 Xpno
NMR1 NN 2INW 77 0»P% AVWIT 01X TR 77ARTI 1T O 7D 172 1 Prom

TIOTX PR WA L7131 017X

Once he (Caesar) was sitting and learning Torah and found written, "One who kidnaps a
man and sells him etc." (Exodus 21:16) He proceeded to cover his palace with shoes and
pasted them on the walls and sent after Rabbi Shimon the son of Gamliel and his friends
and said to them, "One who kidnaps afellow Jew and sells him, what should be done to
him?" They replied to him that he is worthy of the death penalty. The Emperor replied,
"If such isthe case, you are worthy of the death penalty. Accept upon yourselves the
judgement of Heaven." "Why?" asked the Rabbis. The Emperor replied, "Because of the
[sins of the] brothers of Joseph who sold Joseph. And it iswritten, '‘Because they sold a
righteous person for silver and a destitute man for a pair of shoes. (Amos 2:6)" That is
why the evil one (Caesar) filled the palace with shoes so that they (the Sages) would
recognize the object for which they sold Joseph. Asit says: for apair of shoes, meaning
the monetary equivalent of a pair of shoes.

That evil Caesar knew that they sold him for the shoes and told them (the Sages),
"Accept upon yourselves the Heavenly Judgement.” They said to him, "If the brothers of
Joseph sold [Joseph], how have we sinned, and why should you kill us?' Hereplied, "If
the brothers of Joseph were alive today, | would have seized them and prosecuted them.
Now that they are not alive, | will prosecute you because you are the equal of the brothers
of Joseph at the time of hissale." They said to him, "Give us atime [delay] of three days
so will be able to ascertain if this decree comes from Heaven. We will accept the
judgement of Heaven." He granted them a stay of three days and those [that were
destined to be] killed by the government gathered together. Thisisthe list: Rabban
Shimon ben Gamliel, Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha, Rabbi Akivaben Y osef, Rabbi

Y ehudah ben Bava, Rabbi Chanina ben Tradion, Rabbi Y eshevav the Scribe, Rabbi
Elazar ben Dama, Rabbi Chanina ben Chachinai, Rabbi Chutzpis the Interpreter and
Rabbi Elazar ben Shamuah. Thisisthelist of the Ten Martyrs that were killed by the
government because they sold Joseph.

The smallest of them was Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha, the High Priest. He said to them,
"If you would be willing to share responsibility with me, | would utter the Divine Name
in order to ascend to Heaven so that we would know [whether these deaths were Divindy
ordained]. If this decreeis[truly] Divinely ordained, we must accept it upon ourselves. If
itisnot Divinely decreed, | will be able to annul it through use of the Divine Name."

When he wanted to ascend to Heaven, he would mention the Divine Name and a spirit
would lift him up. He would soar through the air and rise to Heaven. [The Angel] Gabriel
would come out to greet him and he would relate to him all that he wanted. [This time],
when he mentioned the Divine Name, a turbulent spirit took him and lifted him up to
Heaven. As soon as he ascended, he encountered Matatron, the Angel of the inner
sanctum. He asked him, "Who are you?' "l am Yishmael ben Elishathe High Priest," he
replied.
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He (Matatron) said to him, "Y ou are [the] Yishmael that your Master (Hashem) exatsin
daily and says, 'l have a servant on earth just like you (Matatron); his splendor islike
your splendor and his appearance is like your own appearance'?’ He replied, "I am
Yishmael." He (Matatron) asked him, "What are you doing here?' He answered, "A
decree was made by the [Roman] government to kill ten of the Sages of Israel. | ascended
to find out whether this decreeis[actually] Divinely ordained. If so, we will accept it
upon ourselves. If itis not, we have the ability to annul it." He asked, "How can you
annul it?" "Through use of the Divine Name," he replied. Matatron the Angel of the inner
sanctum said to him, "Fortunate are you, Israel, that the Holy One, blessed be He, has
revealed to you the secret of the Divine name, something that he has not revealed [even]
to the ministering Angels, for you are able to annul a decree through use of the Divine
Name. However, woe [to you] Yishmael my son. | have heard from behind the [Divine]
curtain a voice screaming out and saying, 'Ten of the Sages of Israel are [to be] handed
over to the [Roman] government.™

Rabbi Yishmael asked him, "Why?' He replied, "Because there was an argument
between the Holy One, blessed be He, Samael, and Michael. He (Samael) said in His
presence, ‘Master of the Universe, have Y ou ever written [even] one letter in the whole
Torah unnecessarily? Isit not written: No thing went unfulfilled ..." and behold it is
written: "He who steals a man and sells him shall be put to death. (Exodus 21:16) You
have not as yet punished the sons of Jacob that sold Joseph.' Immediately, Hashem
decreed that ten Jewish Sages should be put to death." Rabbi Yishmael asked, "Hashem
couldn't find ten people[in the whole world] to be punished for the crime against Joseph
except for us?' Matatron replied, "Woe, Yishmael, by your life, the Holy one, blessed be
He, could not find ten that were the equivalent of the sons of Jacob except for you."

He asked him (Matatron), "What is that before you?' He answered, "An atar." "Isthere a
sacrifice and altar in the upper world?' he asked. He answered, "All that exists below
exists above, for it iswritten: | have built a house for you to dwell in, a settled place for
you to abide in for ever. (Kings | 8:13)" He asked: "What do you sacrifice on it (the
Heavenly altar)? Are there bullocks, rams, or lambs?' He replied, "We have neither
bullocks, rams, nor lambs. Rather, the souls of the righteous (tzaddikim) do we offer unto
the Holy One, blessed be He." When Rabbi Yishmael heard this explanation, he said,
"I've learned something [new] that | never heard before."

As soon as he heard the words of Matatron, he descended to earth and found his
colleaguesin fasting and prayer. They asked him, "What [information] do you have?' He
answered: "Go wash and purify [yourself] and dressin your shrouds because this decree
has been ordained by G-d." Rabbi Yishmael said: "When | came and presented this
testimony [that came from] before the Throne of Glory, all my colleagues rejoiced and
sat before Rabbi Nechunia ben Hakoneh and made a joyous banquet.”



Series|| 12 Lecture #2

Rabbi Yishmael and Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel his partner sat [with them] and were
rejoicing and mourning [at the same time]. They were in mourning because it had been
decreed that they die a violent death. They were rgjoicing and dancing because G-d had
assured them that they were the equal of the sons of Jacob. Furthermore, the "Nasi"
(Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel) in the midst of their jubilation told them, "G-d of Israel,
accept our souls as a"korbon" (sacrifice) to make from them a source of punishment and
revenge against Rome the evil (empire). Let us rejoice and regale with the revelry of the
harp and flute."

They were sitting and studying the laws of Passover and were reviewing: (Pesachim
Chapter 3) For the following substances oneisin violation [at the time of Passover],
"Cutach HaBavli" (a certain condiment). One Sage argued that it contains leavened bread
that oneis held responsible for on Passover. The other Sage said that it does not. They
were not ableto complete their discussion before the officer of the Emperor came with
his unsheathed sword in his hand. He said to them, "Y our hearts are still attentive to the
Torah and behold you are aware of your end; that you are sentenced to death!"

It has been said about Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha, the High Priest, that he was one of the
seven most handsome men that ever existed. These were the following: Adam HaRishon
(the first man), Jacob, Joseph, Saul (the first king of Israel), Absalom, Rabbi Abahu,
Rabbi Yishmael. At the time they brought them to Rome, all the women who saw him
(Rabbi Yishmael) began bleeding (irregular menstrual blood). When they brought him to
the Emperor, he said to him, "Is there any amongst your nation that is equal to or better
than you [in beauty]?' He answered, "No." Immediately he decreed upon him death. That
officer came to cut off the heads of Rabbi Yishmael and Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel.
Rabbi Yishmael asked of him, "By your life, start with me first for | am aHigh Priest the
son of aHigh Priest from the seed of Aaron the Priest. Let me not see the death of [one of
the] Sages." Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said to him (the officer), "Not so! Rather, | who
am the"Nasi" (Prince and President of the Sanhedrin) son of the "Nasi" should be killed
first so that | see not the death of my colleague." The officer, aviper, replied, "If so, cast
lots."

Thelot fell on Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel. Without delay, Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel
stretched out his neck. The executioner took his sword, severed his (Rabban Shimon's)
neck, and told Rabbi Yishmael, " Stretch out your neck.” Rabbi Yishmael said, "By your
life, leave me for amoment so that | may weep over the "tzaddik" (saint)." He replied,
"['You may] do so." Immediately, Rabbi Yishmael took the head of Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel and put it on hisknees. He put his eyes on his eyes, his nose on his nose, his
mouth on his mouth and exclaimed: "Oh, the mouth that was overpowering with the
strength of the Torah of the holy and sacred nation; the mouth that uttered pearls, who
covered you with dust? How was such a violent death meted out to you?"
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Regarding him it iswritten: Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man
that ismy fellow. (Zechariah 13:7) The officer said to him, "Fool! Rather than
bemoaning his death, bemoan your own; for yoursis more harsh than his." At once he
began screaming, causing the daughter of Caesar to see [and investigate] the source of the
cry. She saw him and was enraptured with his beauty. It was said that since the days of
Joseph there was no one [to compare with him] in beauty. She told the officer, "Wait an
hour until 1 enter [the chambers] by my father." She entered [the chambers] of her father
and said to him: "'l have one request to make of you." The Emperor replied, "Consider
any request done, with the exception of Rabbi Yishmael and his colleagues.” She said,
"Father that is[exactly] the request that | wanted to make of you." He answered, "Y our
request cannot be acted upon.” She said, "If so, give me permission to strip off the skin of
hisface."

Immediately, the Emperor decreed that his facial skin be stripped off while he was still
alive. When the flayer reached the place of "tephillin" (phylacteries), Rabbi Yishmael
began to scream a great and mournful scream and lifted his voice and cried. They asked
him: "Why haven't you cried until now and just now you've begun to cry?' "l am not
crying for my soul;" hereplied. "l am crying, rather, for the place where the name of the
most High G-d is [represented] on the 'tephillin'." They said to him, "Y ou still trust in the
name of G-d? If heis great let him come now and save you." From that scream of Rabbi
Yishmael the world shook. Rabbi Yishmael said, "From those that preceded me and those
that are destined to come after me, there has never been [nor will there be] such adeath
meted out ." A Heavenly voice caled out, "Haven't you studied the verse: Also, every
sickness and every plague which is not written in this book of the Torah, them will the
Lord bring upon you, until you will be destroyed. (Deuteronomy 28:61)" The ministering
angels began to speak to G-d, "Master of the Universe! [Againgt] this 'tzaddik’, to whom
you showed the hidden things of Heaven, you should make such a decree?' The Holy
One, blessed be He, said to them, "Leave him, so that his merit shall stand for future
generations." He (Rabbi Yishmael) cried out a second time and the [Divine] Throne of
Glory shook [again]. [At once,] the Holy One, blessed be He, desired to revert the world
back to its primordial state (tohu vavohu). The Angel Gabriel descended and said to
Rabbi Yishmael, "If you cry out athird time, the world will revert back to 'tohu vavohu'.
However, fortunate are you Rabbi Yishmael and fortunate are your colleagues. [Look]
what isin store for you." When Rabbi Yishmad heard this, he turned hisface until his
soul departed. The Holy One, blessed be He, began speaking and said, "The memory of a
'tzaddik' (saint) is blessed. (Proverbs 10:7)" Michael and Gabriel began speaking and
said, "Hismemory isto be for the [eternal] life of the World the Come." The Holy
"Chayos" began speaking and said, "May his soul be bound up in the bond of life." The
"Seraphim" began speaking and said, "The spirit of G-d shall lead him." The Angels and
al the Hosts of above began speaking and said, "His memory shall be for eternal life with
al the'tzaddikim." Michael and Gabriel began to speak again and said, "Fortunate are
they that merited to be offered on the altar of the loftiest heights." Midrash Aileh
Ezkerah
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Rabbi Abba bar Kahana said, "What is meant by the verse: It would be too demeaning for
you to kill the righteous with the wicked? Abraham said to the Holy One, blessed be He,
"Master of the Universe, it is profane ( )1°23m to act like this to kill arighteous person

together with an evil person." [The gemara asks:] Isit not so [that the righteous are also
punished]? Isit not written: And | will cut off from you the righteous and the wicked
(Ezekiel 21:8)?[The gemara answers that the verse in Ezekiel isreferring to] a flawed
"tzaddik" (righteous person.) [The gemara again asks| But a perfect "tzaddik" [will] not
[be punished]? Isit not written, "And begin [the destruction] "MiMikdashi" (Ezekiel
9:6)" which Rabbi Y osef quotes the Braiisa as interpreting: Don't read the verse
"MiMikdashi" - from my Sanctuary but rather "MiMikodeshe" - my holy ones (righteous
ones) -these are people that fulfilled the Torah from "aleph” to "tav" (from beginning to
end)?' [The gemara answers] There also, since these people had the power to protest
[against the acts of the wicked] and didn't, they are considered flawed "tzaddikim".
Avodah Zara 4a
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Rabbi Chiya had an infestation [that threatened to destroy] his flax... How could his flax
become infested? Did not Ravin bar Aba (others say Rabbi Avin bar Shva) say that from
the time the members of the Exile went up to the land of Israel there ceased comets,
earthquakes, high winds and thunder, and the wine would not spoil nor the flax become
ruined; and the Sages put their eyes toward (identified) Rabbi Chiya and his sons (as
being the people referred to)? [ The gemara answered:] Their merit only helped others but
did not help themselves. Thisisin concert with the following statement of Rav Y ehudah
in the name of Rav: Every single day avoice would go out [from Heaven] and proclaim,
"The whole world is sustained through the merit of Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa, but for
Chanina, my son, it is sufficient for him to subsist on a 'kav' (the equivalent of a half
galon) of carob for awhole week." Chulin 86a
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Rabbi Gurion (and others say Rav Y osef beRabbi Shemaya) said, "When there are
'tzaddikim' (righteous people) in the generation, then the 'tzaddidim' are seized because of
the iniquities of the generation. When there are no 'tzaddikim', then the 'cheder' (school)
children are seized for the iniquities of the generation." Shabbos 33b
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The phenomenon of "the righteous person who has a good life" is experienced by atotal
"tzaddik" (righteous person). The phenomenon of the "righteous person who is suffering”
is experienced by the flawed "tzaddik" (righteous person). Berachos 7a
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"Surrounding him it is very tempestuous (or extremely meticulous” ( ”.)”nviwiPsalms
50) This verse teaches us that G-d is meticul ous with those that surround him [and sets
standards that are exact] as the breadth of ahair ( «.)1IY Rabbi Chaninah said: All
those that say that G-d istotally forgiving ( [ )77n%and does not make us accountable for
our actions] should be deprived of hislife (in other words does not belong on G-d's
world) asit is stated, "Heisthe Rock, hiswork is perfect: for all hisways are
judgement." (Deuteronomy 32:4) Rabbi Chana (or as another version has it Rabbi
Shmuel bar Nachmani) said: What is meant by the verse, "[G-d] is slow to show his
attentions’ [Jo°oX 77X and not "slow to anger” [ ( ]qx TIXExodus 34:6)?"Sow to show
attentions' refers to the attentions to righteous people (He delays reward to the next
world) and to evil people (He delays punishment to the next world). Bava Kama 50a-b
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Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Levi said: All those that accept their suffering with a feeling of
contentment and happiness bring salvation to the world as it stated, " Through those that
remember you [even as you punish them and say:] behold Y ou are angry for we have
sinned continually, we shall be eternally saved." (Isaiah 64:4)." Taanis8a



