4.

S.

CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

Explain the system of spheres (galgalim) as it was understood
by the ancients.

What isthe Rakia and how isit related to the spheres?
Where did Hashem hide the original light of Creation?
Why isit forbidden to gaze intently at the moon?

What will the sun and moon look like in the future?

7703

This and much more will be addressed in the third lecture of this series:
"Creating the Luminaries: The Formation of the Universe".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the memory and Li-ilui Nishmos

Mr. Robert Weinbaum, Mr. Ronald Israel, Mr. Reuven M oskowitz,

and Mr. and Mrs. Max and Mary Bednar sh
of blessed memory.
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This glorious and awesome G-d commanded us to love and fear Him, asit is stated (Deut.
6:5), “And you shall love Hashem, your G-d” and (Deut. 6:13), “You shall fear Hashem,
your G-d”. How does one come to love and fear Him? When a person contemplates His
amazing and magnificent works and creations and observes His wisdom, which is beyond
any comparison, without end, he will automatically feel love, and will praise, and glorify
Him. and it will stir within him a strong desire to know the great Name, as [King] David
said (Psams 42:3), “My soul thirsts for G-d, for the living G-d.” But as soon as that
person thinks about these very things, he will suddenly recoil backwards with fright,
realizing that he is but a small, base, and obscure creature, who, with his minute and
inconsequentia intelligence, is standing in the presence of He who possesses perfect
knowledge, as [King] David said (Psalms 8:4), “When | behold Y our heavens, the work
of Your fingers . . . [I say to myself:] Who is man that you are mindful of him?’
Rambam Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 2:1-2
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It is written (Psalms 19:8), “The Torah of Hashem is perfect, reviving the soul; the
testimony of Hashem is sure, making wise the simple.” After [David] stated (Ibid. 19:2),
" The heavens declare the glory of G-d", he then returned to praise the Torah and said that
it declares the praises of the Holy One, blessed be He, more than the heavens and the sun
and the moon and the stars, which are mentioned above at the beginning of the Psalm.
The explanation is that David began [the psalm] and said that the heavens declare the
glory of G-d because of the constant and eternal movement of the heavens, as everything
that moves needs a mover. The heavens admit to the glory of G-d, meaning that thereis a
G-d who possesses power and directs the heavens through His power and strength. That
is why the word for G-d in the verse is “E-I”, [which means strength,] as in the verse
(Genesis 31:29), “It isin the power (“€l”) of my hand". The “firmament” [mentioned in
Psalms 19:2] refersto the highest celestial sphere which moves from the East to the West,
opposite in direction to the other celestial spheres. “His handiwork declares’ [mentioned
in that verse] refers to the created beings. This is clear and is something that the
philosophers proved on their own through their analysis. After the Psalmist finished his
description of the creation with the words: and there is nothing hidden from the sun’s
heat, he says the words. The Torah of the L-rd is perfect, reviving the soul. In other
words, athough there are clear proofs to the glory of G-d and they are entirely His
handiwork, Hashem’s Torah is even more perfect [because] it revives the soul and makes
the smple person wise. In other words, [the Torah] removes al doubt from the mind of
both those that are wise and those that don’t understand the movements of the heavens
and the congtellations. . . . Ramban in his drasha (exposition) which began with the
words, “The Torah of G-d is perfect”
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The spheres are what is called [in Scripture] "shamaim” [heaven], "rakiah" [firmament],
"zevul" [dwelling place], and "aravos' [ethereal]. There are nine spheres. The sphere
closest to us is the sphere of the Moon. The second, which is aboveit, is the sphere which
contains the planet Mercury. The third, which is above that, is the sphere that contains the
planet Venus. The fourth contains the Sun. The fifth contains the planet Mars. The sixth
contains the planet Jupiter. The seventh contains the planet Saturn. The eighth contains
al the rest of the visible stars in the heavens. The ninth sphere rotates everyday from east
to west. This sphere surrounds and encompasses all of the others.
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Thereason that al of the stars are visible and give the appearance of being [altogether] in
one sphere, even though they are in spheres that are one above the other, is because the
spheres are pure and clear like glass and sapphire. That is why the stars of the eighth
sphere are visible underneath the first sphere.

Every single one of the eight star containing spheres is divided into many other spheres,
one above the other like skin of an onion. Some have spheres which rotate from west to
east. Others have spheres that rotate from east to west, just like the ninth sphere which
rotates from east to west. Thereis no empty space between them. . . . The number of all
of these spheres, the form of their movements and the path of their circuits is [called] the
science of the calculations of the seasons and constellations. Greek scientists composed
many works on this subject. . . . Rambam, Hilchos Yesodel HaTorah Chapter 3
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Modern scientists have aready proven that the “spheres” do not exist at al.
Commentary of Malbim to Genesis 1.1

. The Rakia (Firmament)
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Thefirst opinion [regarding the nature of the rakia (firmament)] is that it is referring to
the upper sphere which surrounds the entire [creation]. This opinion is aso maintained by
some of the early non-Jewish scholars. They maintain that the rakia [mentioned in the
Creation narrative] is the same as that which is mentioned [in the Book of Ezekiel],
which Ezekiel saw on top of the head of the Chayos (angels), and of which Rabbi Eliezer,
in his Chapters [of Midrash - i.e. Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer] speaks. The Psalmist [als0]
speaks of this when he stated (Psalms 19:1), “. . . the Rakia proclaims His handiwork,”
and (Ibid. 150:1), “Praise Him in the Rakia of His power!” This opinion, [however,] is
incorrect. For if the Rakia referred to in this section of the Torah would be the
uppermost sphere, what then, is the water which is above it, as it is stated in
Scripture (Gen. 1:7), “. . . and He divided the waters which were under the
firmament from the waters which were above the firmament." . . . This opinion is
also contradicted by the first of my previously mentioned citations, the verse regarding
the birds (Ibid. 1:20) “. . . and birds that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of
heaven.” For the birds do not fly in the uppermost sphere. Also it is contradicted by the
second of my citations regarding the luminaries (Gen. 1:14, “Let there be lights in the
firmament of the heaven”) which are not placed in the uppermost sphere. The sixth
citation, [a Midrash on the verse] “Let there be a Rakia’, ‘A drop [of water] in the
middle hardened [and became the Rakia]; as a result there developed the lower heavens
and the upper heavens,” does not conform to the Rakia being the uppermost sphere.

The second opinion is that this Rakia is referring to the entirety of the Heavenly bodies,
for they can be viewed, [in a sense] as being one sphere and one Rakia, firmament. It
would seem that Rashi seems to lean towards such an understanding, by his statement (in
his commentary to Gen. 1:6), “These are the selfsame Heavens that were created on the
first day. They were moist, however, and they hardened on the second day.” For this
reason, he explained that the words (Gen. 1:6.), “Let there be a firmament,” meant, “Let
the firmament be strengthened.” It seems that this is aso the opinion of Ramban and
Rabbainu Nissim, for they explain the verse (Ibid.) to mean that G-d said that from the
original substance that was created on the first day the Rakia should be created, which is
the entire sphere of the heavens. . . . There are, however, criticisms which undermine this
opinion. The first objection is that if the Rakia included all of the bodies of Heaven
[including al of the spheres and their contents], what, then, is the water which lies above
it, for above [the heavens] there is no physical water nor are there [separate] spheres that
are referred to [metaphoricaly] as water. The spiritual beings, [which lie above the
spheres] would not be called, “water”, as we will explain. What, then, is the [upper]
water? The Ramban writes that it is a mystery whose explanation is elusive. Rabbainu
Nissim follows [the Ramban’s] approach. . . . In addition, the tenth citation poses a
difficulty for them, “The Holy One, blessed be He, took all of the waters of Creation and
placed half of them in the Rakia and half of them in the ocean.” Therefore, even this
second opinion is incorrect.
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Thethird opinion isthat [the Rakia] refers to the inner surface of the lunar sphere which
separates the “lower water”, which is part of the lower [physical] existence, and the
“upper water” which is actually referring to the heavenly bodies, for water is an all
inclusive term and refers to all of the forms of “geshamim’, (existence or radiant flow)
the higher form and the lower form. A sharp demarcation exists between the higher and
eterna “geshamim’ and the lower and faulty “geshamim’”. [In addition to this] the
Blessed One wanted to place a spacial demarcation between them. He placed the
esteemed “geshamim” above and the inferior “geshamim” below and created a membrane
at the inner surface of the lunar sphere that it serve as a demarcation between them. This
is what is meant by the verse (Gen. 1:7), “And G-d made the firmament . . .”, which
means that He improved it and made it a finished and smooth membrane to divide
between them. Rav Yitzhak Yisragli, in his work, Yesod Olam, expressed this view. . . .
[But this cannot be so,] for how is it possible that the sphere of the moon was created on
the first day without already having an inner surface. In addition, the heavenly bodies are
distinct from the lower ones by their very nature and form, as well as, spacial place and
situation . . . What need was there for the creation of a new demarcation in the form of
this membrane on the inner surface. . . .

Thefourth opinion is that the term “Rakia” is only referring to the air [or atmosphere],
which is divided into three parts . . . The first and upper part is the water that borders the
elementary fire. It greatly absorbs heat and, as a result, is hot and dry and will not
produce clouds or rain, for there isn’'t [the necessary] mass of cold [air]. It isin this area
that the comets are created. The second and middle part is not as hot as the first and, as a
result, clouds and rain are formed. . . . The third and lower part of the atmosphere, that
which is closest to us, is hot due to the rays of the sun which are reflected by the surface
of the earth which is, [in a sense] crystalline like. This lower part of the atmosphere is,
according to this opinion, what is referred to [by Scripture] as Rakia. The meaning of,
“and let it divide the waters from the waters,” is that the physical lower water, which is
the actual water, is divided from the potential water which is in the middle part of the
atmosphere which producesrain. That iswhy it is also called water. Those of that opinion
maintain that [this upper potential water] is what [our Sages refer to] as being suspended
through [G-d' 5] utterance. It's produce is the rain. Accordingly, the lower waters are the
physical actual waters and the Rakia refers to the lower part of the atmosphere which is
closestto us. . .. | disagree with them, for this opinion isworthless and false. . . . For
the luminaries are in the Rakia HaShamayim (firmament of the heaven) and there they
were placed, not in the atmosphere that is close to us. Rav Avraham ibn Ezra thought to
extricate himself from this problem by saying that the reference to the luminaries being in
the Rakia HaShamayim (firmament of the heaven) is referring to their being visible there,
[but not where they were actualy placed]. This is surely false and misleading, for
Scripture clearly states, “Let there be luminaries in the firmament of the heaven . . . And
God set them in the firmament of the heaven.” This indicates that they were placed there,
not that they would be visible through its medium. . . . And why then was it described in
relationship to the [whole] Rakia, if it only refers to the lower part. . . . [And
furthermore,] why did He call a [specific] part of the aimosphere Rakia and Shamayim,
[and not the whole atmosphere] . . . It is amazing that people of such stature, such as the
authors of the Moreh Nevuchim (Mamonides) and Rav Avraham ibn Ezra, should have
falen into such a flawed explanation on the basis of such weak and inconsequential
reasoning. How could they have felt compelled to reach such a conclusion merely
because they refused to believe in the existence of a higher form of water above the
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heavens, as if to say that the term, “water,” could only be referring to the physical water
which iswith us. Thisis not so! For we find the term, “water,” referring to prophecy and
the wisdom of Torah, as it says (Isaiah 55:1), “Ho, every one who thirsts, come to the
waters . . .” In this manner, they should have explained [the phrase], “ The water which is
above the heavens’ . . .

The fifth opinion is that the Rakia which is mentioned here is a strong spherica body
which was made on the second day in the midst of the physical water and was placed in
the middle air space of the world. Water was placed above it and water below it, but
mankind is unaware of it. This is the opinion of Rav Sadyah Gaon and there are
non-Jewish scholars that maintain the same opinion. But this opinion is not worthy of
attention since there is no direct or indirect [physical] evidence supporting it. It is truly
merely the product of human imagination. . . .

What seemsto meto be the true explanation . . . is that the heaven which was created
on the first day was just one sphere which was thick and extremely large. This
tremendous sphere is what was originally created. The Rakia that was made on the
second day, however, is the totality of the spheres which are surrounded and placed
within the upper sphere. They were formed from the large sphere that was created on the
first day. . . . For He included in the name, Shamayim (heaven) the other spheres which
are surrounded by it. These were called “ Rakia” because it is something that is stretched
and made firm . . . and he called the higher sphere which He created on the first day,
“water”. . . . The explanation of the verse is not that He separated between the lower
waters but rather that He created significant divisions between the higher “waters’
themselves, within those spheres which He made through creating the Rakia . . .
However, the verse, “vayavdil bein hamayim asher mitachass larakia uvein hamayim
asher mayal larakia” [normally trandated, “And He divided the waters which were under
the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament,”] is not to be
understood [so but rather] that He created two other divisions, a division both within the
lower waters as well as within the upper waters that He created. . . . Commentary of
Abrabanel to Gen. 1:6
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| am not comfortable even with [the Abrabanel’s explanation,] for it is based upon the
opinion of the ancients who said that there are actual spheres in which there is set or
within it revolves al of the stars of the heavens. Accordingly, one could define the
“heavens’ as being the spheres which were created the first day and the sun, moon, and
stars were created the fourth day and were suspended within the spheres which are called,
Rakia HaShamayim (the firmament of heaven). The later scholars have proved, however,
that there are no actual spheresat al. ... That being the case, if G-d had not created the
stars [on the first day,] then He had not created anything, for there is no other creation [in
the heavens| besides them. . . . In addition, modern day scientists have proved that the
stars of the heaven and their constellations are not made up of a fifth substance
(quintessence), which was the opinion of the ancients, but rather those heavenly bodies
that are not intrinsically luminous, such as the moon and other like bodies, are made up
of the four elements, just like our earth. If so, why was the earth created on the first day
in a state of chaos, desolation, and darkness and the other stars [or planets] which are
made up of much the same compostion, should only be created on the fourth. . . . From
this, it is clear that the meaning of the statement that G-d created the heavens is that He
immediately brought forth [on the first day] the ball of the sun, moon, and all of the stars,
just as he brought forth the ball of the earth. Logic would dictate that they immediately
began to travel in their respective orbits, just as they have done since their inception. The
only difference is that the ball of the sun did not as yet have the substance that would
cause it to illuminate. This was not given to it until the fourth day, as we will explain.
Commentary of Malbim to Genesis 1:1

. Mystery of the Great Luminaries
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And G-d said, Let there be luminaries in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day
from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years; And
let them be for luminariesin the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth; and
it was so. And G-d made two great luminaries; the large luminary to rule the day, and the
small luminary to rule the night; and He made the stars. And G-d set them in the
firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, And to rule over the day and over
the night, and to divide the light from the darkness; and G-d saw that it was good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. Genesis 1:14-19
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R. Shimon b. Pazzi pointed out a contradiction [between verses]. One verse says (Gen.
1:16), “And G-d made the two great luminaries,” and immediately the verse continues,
“The greater luminary . . . and the lesser luminary.” The moon said unto the Holy One,
blessed be He, “Sovereign of the Universe! Is it possible for two kings to wear one
crown?’ He answered: “Go then and make yourself smaller.” “Sovereign of the
Universe!” cried the moon, “Because | have suggested that which is proper, must | then
make myself smaller?’ He replied: “Go and you will rule by day and by night.” “But
what is the value of this?’ cried the moon; “Of what use is alamp in broad daylight?’ He
replied: “Go. Israel shall reckon by you the days and the years.” “But it is impossible,”
said the moon, “to do without the sun for the reckoning of the seasons,” asit is written
(Gen. 1:14), “And let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years.” “Go.
The righteous shall be named after you as we find, “Jacob the Small,” (Amos 7:2)
“Samuel the Small,” (Shmuel HaKatan) “David the Small” (Samuel 1 17:14) On seeing
that it would not be consoled, the Holy One, blessed be He, said: “Bring an atonement for
Me for making the moon smaller.” Thisiswhat was meant by R. Shimon b. Lakish when
he declared: Why is it that the he-goat offered on the new moon is distinguished in that
there is written concerning it, “unto the L-rd?’ (Numbers 28:15) Because the Holy One,
blessed be He, said, “Let this he-goat be an atonement for Me for making the moon
smaller.” Chulin 60b
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On the fourth day He created the two luminaries. Neither was larger than the other. They
were equal in height, form, and luminance, as it stated (Gen. 1:16), “And G-d made the
two luminaries.” A disagreement began between them. One said, “| am greater than you.”
The other replied, “1 am greater!” What did the Holy One, blessed be He, do in order to
create peace between them? He enlarged one and diminished the other, as it is stated
(Ibid.), “the great luminary to rule over the day and the small luminary to rule over the
night.” Midrash Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer Chapter 5
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Originally, they served together by day and by night. If there was even at that time a
distinction between day and night, then we will [be forced to] say that they served
together by day and they both set at night. The Holy One, blessed be He, couldn’'t have
placed them [to serve at separate times,] one by day and one by night without having
diminished [the one at night]. Otherwise there wouldn’t be a distinction between day and
night as night would have been as light as daytime. Through the diminution [of the
moon,] darkness was created. He appeased it by having it rule over day and night.
Commentary of Maharam Shiff to Chulin 60b
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Let there beluminaries. .. What are the luminaries? They are products of the [original]
light that was created on the first day. One of them is larger than the other i.e the sun and
the moon. The stars are mentioned in the final making of the luminaries but not in
conjunction with the commandment, [“Let there be luminaries’]. This teaches us that
they were created on their own. When the luminaries split up into two parts, sparks went
out and, from them, the stars were formed. Commentary of Chizkuni to Genesis 1:14

IV.  TheHidden Light
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But was the light created on the first day? For, behold, it is written (Genesis 1:17), “And
G-d set them in the firmament of the heaven,” and it is [further] written (Genesis 1:19),
“And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day.” This is [to be explained]
according to R. Elazar. For R. Elazar said: The light which the Holy One, blessed be He,
created on the first day, one could see thereby from one end of the world to the other; but
as soon as the Holy One, blessed be He, beheld the generation of the Flood and the
generation of the Dispersion, and saw that their actions were corrupt, He arose and hid it
from them, for it is said (Job 38:15), “But from the wicked their light is withholden.” And
for whom did he reserve it? For the righteous in the time to come, for it is said (Genesis
1:4), “And G-d saw the light, that it was good;” and “good” means only the righteous, for
itissaid (Isaiah 3:11), “ Say ye of the righteous that he is good.” As soon as He saw the
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light that He had reserved for the righteous, He rejoiced, for it is said (Prov. 13:9), “He
rejoices at the light of the righteous.” Now Tannaim [differ on the point]: The light which
the Holy One, blessed be He, created on the first day one could see and ook thereby from
one end of the world to the other; this is the view of R. Jacob. But the Sages say: It is
identical with the luminaries; for they were created on the first day, but they were not
hung up [in the firmament] till the fourth day. Chagiga 12a
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It is clearly evident that Rashi maintains that everyone holds that the original light was
hidden, and even the Sages, [who disagree with R. Y aakov], agree to this. Rather Rashi is
of the opinion that even the Sages who said, “It isidentical with the luminaries’, maintain
that the original light was partially hidden. This luminous light was hidden for the future
and the light which is to be used in this world remained. . . . And everyone agrees that the
Holy One, blessed be He, hid the light for the righteous. According to R. Yaakov, the
entire light was hidden and that which was created on the fourth day was a different form
of light. According to the Sages, the light on the fourth day was not distinct but rather the
remains of the original light. We find a similar statement in the Midrash Bahir (par. 160),
“For only a seventh of the orginal light remained and the rest was hidden.” Since it is
only a seventh of the orginal light, it doesn’t shine with the same intensity as when it was
completely intact. Maharal of Prague, Sefer Gur Aryeh, Gen. 1:14
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R. Shimon b. Lakish, who said: There is no Gehinnom (Hell) in the world to come, [at
the end of days,] but the Holy One, blessed be He, will draw forth the sun from its sheath;
the righteous shall be healed, and the wicked shall be judged and punished thereby. Asiit
iswritten (Malachi 3:20), “But unto you that fear My name shall the sun of righteousness
arise with healing in itswings.” Moreover, they shall be rejuvenated by it, asit is written,
“And you shall go forth and grow up as calves of the stall.” (Ibid.) But the wicked shall
be punished thereby, as it is written (Ibid. 19), “Behold, the day is coming that shall burn
as an oven, and all the proud, yea, and al that do wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day
(sun) that is coming shall burn them up, so says the L-rd of H-sts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch.” Nedarim 8b



Series Xl 12 Lecture #3

D.

IR PR D779—K R 73 7D DPWRID WATHI ROPKTD INLWHL DI woph 12 w717 AR

ow 0707 X2% TNYL DpYTEY 9133 THY 0N WAnwI? SRTD DYWIT PRWY IR 290 0D

2°N575 PPWIT PR /D FA°ANAT K7 /D2 QW KIT 133 27AwAI 77 MT 09178 72 WwIT 19

027 72 wHnwe X5Ww 717337 9973 0Ow D7 72 0°1371 o7 19° 07X DOYwan viny

W 2pY /A% 2pY 11V D .OW 1AW QIpHD RN TR0 RO 77ART MK 57
a1 01717 (APY° NIAW N7IWI APY? PR 07 NIYI)

It seems that R. Shimon ben Lakish is consistent with his stated opinion in the Midrash
(Beraishis Rabbah Parsha 3) . . . [that the original light was hidden] . . . Therefore he
[now] stated that the Holy One, blessed be He, will draw forth the sun from its sheath,
from the place in which it was hidden. Sefer Iyun Yaakov, R. Yaakov Reisher, author
of Chok Yaakov and ShvusY aakov
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My master, my father, of blessed memory, (R. Asher ben Yechiel - Rosh) wrote in a
responsum that [the passage, “A new light shall shine on Zion and may we all merit to be
illuminated by its light”] is considered to be similar to the end and beginning of [the
benediction]. This is because [the phrase] “The Creator of light,” refers to the light
which the Holy One, blessed be He created in the six days of creation. Since the world
was not worthy of using [this primal light], He stored it away for the righteous for the
future. Regarding this light is it stated (Isaiah 60:3), “And the nations shall come to your
light . ..” Thisis aso the meaning of [the phrase] “A new light . . .” It refers to the light
which He originally created in the six days of creation which He is going to renew for us.
Tur, Orach Chaim 59
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R. Hisda pointed out the apparent contradiction of [two verses]. It is written (Isaiah
24:23), “Then the moon shal be confounded, and the sun ashamed (i.e. fade into
insignificance because of the light radiating from the Shechina);" whereas it is [als0]
written (Ibid. 30:26), “Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and
the light of the sun shall be multiplied “shivasaim” (a multiple of seven), as the light of
the seven days’? There is no difficulty: The former refers to the world to come; the latter
to the days of the Messiah. But according to Shmuel, who maintained, “This world
differs from the Messianic age only in respect of the servitude to governments,” what can
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be said? [The answer is that] both refer to the world to come, yet there is no difficulty:
One refers to the camp of the righteous; the other, to the camp of the Shechina. Pesachim
68a
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The light of the sun shall be multiplied “ shivasaim” (a multiple of seven), as the light
of the seven days - “shivasaim” actualy means that it will be multiplied forty-nine fold
(seven times seven). In addition it is written, “as the light of the seven days,” which is
referring to the combined light of an ordinary period of seven days. It implies, then, that
the intensity will be three hundred and forty three times [that of today]. Rashi ibid.

V. The Light of the Moon
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Whosoever does not take into consideration the honor of his Maker, it would be
mor e merciful if he hadn’t comeinto the world. (Chagiga 11b) What does this mean?
R. Abba said: It refersto one who looks at the rainbow. . . . for it is written (Ezek. 1:28),
“As the appearance of the rainbow that is in the cloud in the day, so was the appearance
of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the
L-rd.” ... R. Yehudah b. R. Nachmani, the speaker of Resh Lakish expounded:
Anyone who looks at three things, his eyes become dim; at the rainbow, and at the
Prince, and at the priests. At the rainbow, because it is written (Ezekiel 1:28), “As the
appearance of the rainbow that is in the cloud in the day of rain . . . This was the
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the L-rd." At the Prince, for it is written (Num.
27:20), “And you shall put of Your dignity (spiritual radiance) upon him." One who
looks at the priests at the time when the Temple existed, when they stood upon their
platform and blessed Isragl with the Distinguished Name [of G-d] (Tetragrammaton).
Chagiga 16a
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... and blessed Israel with the Distinguished Name [of G-d] (Tetragrammaton) For
the Shechina (Divine Presence) rests upon the joints of their fingers. Rashi ibid.
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It is forbidden to intently gaze at arainbow as it appears in a cloud because of the honor
of the Divine Presence, as it is written (Ezekiel 1:28), “As the appearance of the rainbow
that isinthecloud . ..” Similarly, it is forbidden to intently gaze at the moon. Rabbi
Meir Halevi severely admonished [others] regarding this thing. So iswritten in the work,
“Shoshan Sodos’. Sefer Chareidim
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R. Acha b. Chanina also said in the name of R. Assi in R. Yochanan's name: Whoever
pronounces the benediction over the new moon in its due time welcomes, as it were, the
presence of the Shechinah: for one passage states, This month; (Ex. 12:2) whilst
elsewhere it is said, Thisis my G-d, and | will glorify Him. (Ex. 15:2) In the school of
Rabbi Yishmael it was taught: Had Israel inherited no other privilege than to greet the
presence of their Heavenly Father once a month, it would have been sufficient. Abaye
said: Therefore, we must recite it standing. . . . According to Rav Y ehudah, the following
is the correct benediction: Blessed etc. who created the Heavens with His word, and al
their Hosts with the breath of His mouth. He appointed unto them fixed laws and times,
that they should not change their ordinance. They rejoice and are glad to do the will of
their Creator. They work truthfully, for their action is truth. The moon He ordered that
she should renew herself as a crown of beauty for those whom He sustains from the
womb (the Jewish people), and who will, like it, be renewed in the future, and magnify
their Maker in the name of the glory of His kingdom. Blessed art Thou, O L-rd, who
renewest the moons. Sanhedrin 42a
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Our Rabbis taught, When the sun is in eclipse, it is a bad omen for idolaters; when the
moon is in eclipse, it is a bad omen for Israel (euphemistically: the enemies of Isradl),
since Israel reckons by the moon and idolaters by the sun. Sukkah 29a
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VI. The Stars and Constellations
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But Zion said, The L-rd hath forsaken me, and the L-rd hath forgotten me. (Isaiah
49:14) Is not “forsaken” the same as “forgotten?’ Resh Lakish said: The community of
Israel said before the Holy One, blessed be He: Sovereign of the Universe, when a man
takes a second wife after hisfirst, he still remembers the deeds of the first. Y ou have both
forsaken me and forgotten me! The Holy One, blessed be He, answered her: My
daughter, twelve constellations have | created in the firmament, and for each
constellation | have created thirty hosts, and for each host | have created thirty legions,
and for each legion | have created thirty cohorts, and for each cohort | have created
thirty maniples, and for each maniple | have created thirty camps, and to each camp |
have attached three hundred and sixty-five thousands of myriads of stars, corresponding
to the days of the solar year, and al of them | have created only for thy sake, and you
say, “You have forgotten me and forsaken me!” . . . Berachos 32b



