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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Describethefirst stage of the process of the ensavement of the
Jews in Egypt. When did it occur?

2. Whowasthelast of the sons of Y aakov to die?
3.  Which of the twelve tribes was not enslaved? Why?

4.  Inwhich wayswere the Jews in Egypt still connected to their
tradition? In which ways were they not?

5. ldentify the midwives who kept the children of Isragl aive?

This and much more will be addressed in the third lecture of this series:
" Slavery in Egypt".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

Thislectureisdedicated to the merit and honor of Dr.and Mrs.
Avi and Beth Adler and their family



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XIV Lecture #3
SLAVERY IN EGYPT
l. The Servitude of Egypt
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And there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very severe, so that the land of Egypt
and all the land of Canaan fainted because of the famine. And Joseph gathered up all the money
that was found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the grain which they bought;
and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s house. And when the money was all spent in the
land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph, and said, Give us
bread; for why should we die in your presence? for the money is gone. And Joseph said, Give
your cattle; and | will give you food for your cattle, if your money is gone. And they brought
their cattle to Joseph; and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, and for the flocks, and
for the cattle of the herds, and for the donkeys; and he fed them with bread for al their cattle for
that year. When that year was ended, they came to him the second year, and said to him, We will
not hide it from my lord that our money is spent; my lord also has our herds of cattle; there is
nothing left in the sight of my lord, but our bodies, and our lands;, Why shall we die before your
eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants
to Pharaoh; and give us seed, that we may live, and not die, that the land be not desolate. And
Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold every man his field,
because the famine prevailed over them; so the land became Pharaoh’s. And as for the people, he
moved them to cities from one end of the borders of Egypt to the other end of it. Only the land
of the priests he did not buy; because the priests had a portion assigned to them from Pharaoh,
and ate their portion which Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not sell their lands. Genesis
47:13-22
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[And there was no bread in all the land;] for the famine was very severe: For this reason
they couldn’'t bake regular bread, but only [bread that consisted of] a little grain which was
mixed with bran and other substances. So that the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan
fainted because of the famine: This was because it was difficult for them to endure [eating]
such food. Haamek Davar, ibid.
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And when money was all spent in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, [all the
Egyptians came to Joseph, and said, Give us bread; for why should we die in your
presence? for the money is gone]: After this there is no more mention about what happened in
the land of Canaan. We had aready explained that there was available [in Canaan] animal fodder
that was barely digestible by humans. Those who were delicate, though, [and found it very
difficult to eat such food,] made the effort to import grain. In Egypt, however, before the Nile
rose, absolutely no vegetation grew. Haamek Davar, ibid.
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And asfor the people, he moved them to cities from one end of the borders of Egypt to the
other end of it: We have aready explained the rationale of Y osef, for it was in order to clear out
the land of Goshen. For that reason al of [these details were] written in the Torah in order to
elucidate the great effort that Y osef exerted in order to insure that Israel would dwell alone. The
explanation of the phrase, “to cities,” is that [Yosef] didn't exile them as lone individuals to
separate places, but rather [the members of] each city were exiled as a group to another city in
order that they not lose their sense of community. Haamek Davar, ibid.
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Then Joseph said to the people, Behold, | have bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh;
lo, here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land. And it shall come to pass at harvest time,
that you shall give the fifth part to Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own, for seed of the
field, and for your food, and for them of your households, and for food for your little ones. And
they said, You have saved our lives; let us find grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be
Pharaoh’s servants. And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh
should have the fifth part; except the land of the priests only, which became not Pharaoh’s. And
Israel lived in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had possessions in it, and
grew, and multiplied exceedingly. Genesis 47:23-27
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The land of the priests he did not buy; because the priests had a portion assigned to them
from Pharaoh, and ate their portion which Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not sell
their lands: The commentators have not elucidated the purpose of this information. Not only
was this stated here but Scripture repeated this at the end of this narrative: It seems to me that
[Yosef] had in mind [with this dispensation] to bring great benefit to the household of his father.
For with displacing the people from their cities, so that no one remained holding his own land, he
also removed the [original] inhabitants of the land of Goshen to another land and placed there his
father’s household. His father's household, however, would have remained like the other
residents of the land and would be forced to give afifth of their produce to Pharaoh. That is why
he implemented his plan that the priests would eat of the portion assigned to them and therefore
their land wouldn’t be sold to Pharaoh, and, as aresult, they would be free from giving afifth [to
Pharaoh]. Because of this, his brothers were also free from the 20% tax, as the shepherds played
an important role in the eyes of the Egyptians, as they raised those animals that were considered
to be Egyptian deities, as is evident from that which is stated above. They were similar to the
priests, the ministers of their gods. Just as they were free from paying tax, so too those who
sustained [their gods]. That is why it is written (Gen. 47:27), “and they had possessions in it.”
For the land of Goshen was their possession, for they didn’t have to pay any taxes, in
contradistinction to the other residents of Egypt who didn’t have it as a “possession”. That is
why they had to pay afifth. Sefer Ksav V’'Kabbalah, ibid.

Il. The End of an Era
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And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; so the whole age of Jacob was a hundred
and forty seven years. And the time drew nearer that Israel must die; and he called his son
Joseph, and said to him, If now | have found grace in your sight, put, | beg you, your hand under
my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me not, | beg you, in Egypt; But | will lie with
my fathers, and you shall carry me out of Egypt, and bury mein their burying place. And he said,
| will do as you have said. And he said, Swear to me. And he swore to him. And Israel bowed
himself upon the bed’ s head. Genesis 47:28-31
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All these are the twelve tribes of Israel; and this is what their father spoke to them, and blessed
them; every one according to his blessing he blessed them. And he charged them, and said to
them, | am to be gathered to my people; bury me with my fathersin the cave that isin the field of
Ephron the Hittite, In the cave that isin the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the
land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a
burying place. There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and
Rebekah his wife; and there | buried Leah. The purchase of the field and of the cave that isin it
was from the Hittites. And when Jacob finished commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet
into the bed, and expired, and was gathered unto his people. Genesis 49:28-33
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And Joseph fell upon his father’s face, and wept upon him, and kissed him. And Joseph
commanded his servants, the physicians, to embalm his father; and the physicians embamed
Israel. And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the days of those who are
embalmed; and the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days. And when the days of his
mourning were past, Joseph spoke to the house of Pharaoh, saying, If now | have found grace in
your eyes, speak, | beg you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, My father made me swear, saying,
Behold, | die; in my grave which | have dug for me in the land of Canaan, there shall you bury
me. Now therefore let me go up, | beg you, and bury my father, and | will return. And Pharaoh
said, Go up, and bury your father, according as he made you swear. And Joseph went up to bury
his father; and with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the
elders of the land of Egypt, And all the house of Joseph, and his brothers, and his father’ s house;
only their little ones, and their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen. And there
went up with him both chariots and horsemen; and it was a very great company. And they came
to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, and there they mourned with a great
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and bitter lamentation; and he made a mourning for his father seven days. And when the
inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, Thisisa
grievous mourning to the Egyptians; therefore the name of it was called Abel-Mizraim, which is
beyond the Jordan. And his sons did to him according as he commanded them; For his sons
carried him to the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which
Abraham bought with the field for a possession of a burying place of Ephron the Hittite, before
Mamre. Genesis 50:1-13
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And Joseph lived in Egypt, he, and his father’s house; and Joseph lived a hundred and ten years.
And Joseph saw Ephraim’s children of the third generation; the children also of Machir the son
of Manasseh were brought up upon Joseph’s knees. And Joseph said to his brothers, | die; and
G-d will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land to the land which he swore to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob. And Joseph took an oath from the people of Israel, saying, G-d will surely
visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here. So Joseph died, being a hundred and ten
years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. Genesis 50: 22-26
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And these are the names of the sons of Israel, who came to Egypt, with Jacob, every man with
his household. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, Dan, and
Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. And all the souls who came from the loins of Jacob were seventy
souls; for Joseph was in Egypt already. And Joseph died, and all his brothers, and all that
generation. Exodus 1:1-6
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And Joseph died, and all hisbrothers, and all that generation: This teaches us that aslong as
any of the origina group that came down to Egypt was till alive, they did not enslave the Jews.
Midrash Shemos Rabbah 1:8
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And Joseph died, and all his brothers: Y osef was 110 when he died. None of the founders of
the tribes lived as short alife as Y osef. And none of the tribes lived aslong as Levi [who lived to
be 137 years old]. As long as Levi was alive, the Egyptians did not enslave Isragl, as it says,
“And Joseph died, and all hisbrothers, and all that generation. . . . And there arose up anew king
over Egypt, who knew not Joseph. . . .” (Exodus 1:6, 8) When Levi died, the Egyptians began to
enslave the Jews. From here did our Sages deduce the saying: If one of the brothers dies, al of
the brothers should worry. If one of the group dies, al of the group should worry.” Seder Olam
3

F.
T-NR DMWY DDR PINT x’?@m TR IRMI XY 12777 IXW 1D bzgﬁjpv_ °323 (1

And the people of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and became
exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with them. Exodus 1:7
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"And the land was filled with them." (Exodus 1:7) Rabbi Y ochanon said: They filled [the land
of] Egypt. Another explanation: The theaters and circuses became filled with them.
Immediately, they decreed that they should separate themselves from them. Midrash Yalkut
Shimoni Par shas Shemos 162
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The Rabbis commenced this subject by citing the following verse: (Hosheah 5:7) They have
dealt treacheroudly against the L-rd; for they have fathered alien children; now a month w1
shall devour them with their portions. This teaches you that when Y osef died, they annulled the
covenant of circumcision. They said: Let us become like the Egyptians. This comes to teach
you that Moshe circumcised them when they left Egypt. Since they did so, the Holy One, blessed
be He, turned around the love that the Egyptians had for them into hatred, as it is stated in
Scripture: (Psalms 105:25) He turned around their heart to hate His people, to entrap His
servants. This is a fulfillment of the verse: (Hosheah 5:7) Now a w7 (literally a month but an
alusion to the new king w4 of Egypt) shall devour them with their portions. Midrash Shemos
Rabbah 1:8
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“He hath scattered the people that delight in approaches’ (Psalms 68:31): What caused Isragl to

be scattered among the nations? The approaches [to the nations] which they desired. Pesachim
118b
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[1. The Enslavement of the Children Isradl
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And there arose up a new king over Egypt, who knew not Joseph. And he said to his people,
Behold, the people of the children of Isragl are more and mightier than we; Come on, let us deal
wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it may come to pass, that, when there would be any
war, they should join our enemies, and fight against us, and so get them out of the land.
Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built
for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses. But the more they afflicted them, the more they
multiplied and grew. And they were mortified because of the people of Israel. And the Egyptians
made the people of Israel serve with rigor; And they made their lives bitter with hard davery, in
mortar, and in brick, and in al kinds of service in the field; al their service, which they made
them serve, was with rigor. Exodus 1:8-14
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And the people of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, . . . And
there arose up a new king over Egypt, who knew not Joseph: We ascertain that from the time
that Levi died until Israel left Egypt there was 116 years. The slavery did not commence before
that time and it lasted for aleast a minimum of 86 years which was from the time of the birth of
Miriam. Why was she called Miriam? Because of the bitterness (maror) that existed at the time
of her birth. Seder Olam Chapter 3
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And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with [what is normally translated as] rigor
[parech]. (Exodus 1:13) R. Elazar said: [It means] with atender mouth [peh rach]; R. Shmuel b.
Nahmani said: [It means] with rigorous work [perichah]. And they made their lives bitter with
hard service, in mortar and in brick etc. Rava said: At first it was in mortar and in brick; but
finally it wasin all manner of servicein the field. All their service wherein they made them serve
with rigour [parech]. (ibid. 1:14) R. Shmuel b. Nahmani said in the name of R. Yonasan: They
changed men's work for the women and the women's work for the men; and even he who
explained [parech] above as meaning “with tender mouth” admits that here it means “with
rigorous work”. Sota 11b
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At the time that Pharaoh said, “Come on, let us deal wisely with them . . . Therefore they did set
over them taskmasters,” he gathered al of Israel and said to them, “Please work with me as a
favor.” Thisis the meaning of the verse, “And the Egyptians made the children of Isragl to serve
with parech [normally trandated as ‘rigor’].” (Exodus 1:13) [It actualy means] with a tender
mouth [peh rach]. [Pharaoh] took a basket and shovel [and began to make bricks]. Anyone
seeing Pharaoh taking a basket and shovel and making bricks automatically began working
himself. Immediately all of Israel worked with enthusiasm and worked together with him with all
their might, as they possessed strength and courage. As soon as it became dark, [Pharaoh]
arranged taskmasters and said to them, “Count the number of bricks [that you made].” They
immediately got up to count them. He said to them, “[From now on,] every single day you have
to produce the same amount of bricks.” He appointed the taskmasters over special appointed
officials of the people of Israel and the officials were appointed over the rest of the people.
Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah 15:20
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B’perach = b’'peh rach: Originaly, Pharaoh told each one of them that | will give [you an
award] for each brick that you make. They al came and strained themselves because of their
desire for reward and made more than would normally be made. When Pharaoh saw how much
they made, he told them to finish the quota of what they had made when payment was given
them. Daas Zekainim M’Baalei Tosfos, Exodus 1:11

V. The Tribe of Levi

A.

AW 7T KOX D2 PHW DUIWIT 197 M7 IR D2 PHW DPIWIT N9 (A0 2°91N) NIWwIDa

m7apn 17 PR 1% SWw waw 0°1¥na 0°3515 NTIAY YT HRIWS PRw B7YRY M v

"I 179X NI TNANR 1IAW 3 (A7 0¥127) IIRIW NN 7103 0PN 1w 7D 11Xy 17om
= 1727 9272 WA .07 HRIW? IRY® DAW DWOT NIDT

G-d ... leadsout the prisonersto prosperity (through the righteous) - b'koshros. (Psalms
68:7): Through the merit of the righteous (k' sheirim) amongst them, did they leave [Egypt]. Who
were the righteous amongst them? These were the [members of the] tribe of Levi. Even though
Israel worshipped strange gods (idols) while they were in Egypt, the tribe of Levi [only] served
the Holy One, blessed be He, and performed circumcision upon themselves. That is why Moshe



Series X1V 9 Lecture #3

praised them at the end of his life, as he was about to die, as it says (Deut. 33:9), “. . . for they
have observed Your word, and kept Your covenant.” Thus it was because of the merit of the
righteous amongst them that Israel left EQypt. Midrash BaMidbar Rabbah 3:6
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[And the king of Egypt said to them, Why do you, Moses and Aaron, take the people from
their works?] Go you to your burdens (Exodus 5:4): Rabbi Y ehoshuaben Levi said: The tribe
of Levi was free from the rigors of the endavement. Pharaoh told them, “Because you are free,
do you say, ‘Let us go and offer sacrifices to our G-d.” Go you to your burdens.” Midrash
Shemos Rabbah 5:16
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The tribe of Levi consisted of [Torah] scholars and they didn’t want to engage in [mundane]
work, for they knew that they were destined to carry the Ark. Because of that they remained free.
There is another explanation: Because Pharaoh saw that Yaakov was a G-dly man and didn’t
want to trouble Levi to carry his coffin, Pharaoh said, “How can | bother [Levi with mundane
work]!” If you ask the question, “Yosef also didn't carry the coffin?” The answer is that since
[Yosef] was a king, [Yaakov] honored him, even though he was his son. Now, however, his
kingship came to an end. Commentary of the Baalei Tosephosto Exodus 1:13
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Go you to your burdens:The reason why the tribe of Levi merited to be free from the
enslavement of Egypt was because of the following: When Pharaoh originally enslaved Israel
Pharaoh also worked with them, in order that they strain themselves to work, as they expounded
on the verse, “b’'pherach” = b’'phe-rach i.e. a soft mouth. At that time, the tribe of Levi
remembered what Yaakov had commanded at the time of his death, that Levi not carry the
coffin, as he was destined to carry the Holy Ark, and [since] they didn’t voluntarily commit
themselves to work, Pharaoh didn’'t force them to do so. From that time and on, it was
established that all those who had volunteered would be forcibly conscripted. In addition, the
Agaddah preserved the tradition that Avraham had transmitted all of the Torah that he had
received to Yitzchak. Yitzchak in turn transmitted it to Y aakov who transmitted it to Levi. Levi
and his descendants created Y eshivos in Egypt. Now since they didn’t know any other profession
and solely devoted themselves to Torah study, they weren't endaved in Egypt. Commentary of
Chizkuni to Exodus 5:4
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V. A People Apart
A.
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“...and [lsrael] becamethere[in Egypt] anation ...” (Deuteronomy 26:5): Thisteaches us
that Israel stood out [as a nation apart] while they were there. Hagadah Shel Pesach
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When the Jews left Egypt, [despite the fact that they lived there for over two hundred years)]
they had not changed their names or tongue [into that of the dominant culture]. Midrash Tana
D'Vei Eliyohu Chapter 17
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The [Jews in Egypt] had three special qualities and through their merit they were redeeemed:
They didn’t change their names, nor their language, and they were very careful not to violate the
code of morality. Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah 13:19
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In the merit of four things was Israel redeemed from Egypt: They didn’t change their names, nor
their language, they didn’t speak loshon hara (ill of others), and no one was found to be morally
lax. . . . Rabbi Ababar Kahana said: Sarah went down to Egypt and was careful not to violate the
code of morality. In her merit, all of the women followed suit. Y osef went down to Egypt and
was careful not to violate the code of morality. In his merit, al of the men followed suit.
Midrash Shir HaShirim Rabbah 4:25
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“But the people of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the waterswere
awall (ch(o)ma) to them on their right hand, and on their left.” (Exodus 14:29): [The reason
that the word choma (wall) is spelled without a vav, in a manner that would normally be read,
“chaima” - anger, is because the angel] Samael (the guardian angel of Esau) said before Him,
“Master of the Universe, didn’t Isragl serve idols while they were in Egypt. So why are You
performing miracles for them?’ He raised his voice [to such a level that it was] heard by the
ministering angel of the sea who was [then] filled with anger against [Israel] and wanted to
drown them. The Holy One, blessed be He, immediately replied to him, “You are a world class
imbecile! Do you think that they worshipped idols voluntarily? They only worshipped them as a
result of their servitude and confusion. Do you judge an act done through error to be the
equivalent of a premeditated act and an act done under coercion to be considered the same as an
act done willfully?” When the ministering angel of the sea heard about the anger that [Samael]
had for Israel, he reflected it back onto the Egyptians, as it says (Exodus 14:28), “And the waters
returned,” [which means that it] turned away from lsragl and went onto Egypt. Midrash Yalkut
Shimoni Perek 14 Remez 234
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And say to them, Thus says the L-rd G-d; In the day when | chose Israel, and raised My hand to
the seed of the house of Jacob, and made Myself known to them in the land of Egypt, when |
raised My hand to them, saying, | am the L-rd your G-d; In the day that | raised My hand to
them, to bring them out from the land of Egypt to a land that | had spied out for them, flowing
with milk and honey, which is the most glorious of all lands; Then | said to them, Cast away
every man the abominations of his eyes, and do not defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt; |
am the L-rd your G-d. But they rebelled against Me, and would not listen to Me; they did not
every man cast away the abominations of their eyes, neither did they forsake the idols of Egypt;
then | said, | will pour out My fury upon them, to spend My anger against them in the midst of
the land of Egypt. But | acted for My name's sake, that it should not be profaned before the
nations, among whom they were, in whose sight | had made Myself known to them, by bringing
them out of the land of Egypt. Ezekiel 20:5-9
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Moses said [unto G-d], “Before | arose, Aaron, my brother, prophesied to them for eighty (thirty)
years.” Thisis the meaning of the verse (Ezekiel 20:5), “. . . and made myself known to them in
the land of Egypt.” What is the source that it was Aaron who prophesied to them? For it says
(Samuel | 2:27, 28), “ And there came a man of G-d to Eli, and said to him, ‘Thus said the L-rd,
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Did | not appear to the house of your father, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh’s house? And
did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest,” . . .” [Moses] said [to himself],
“All these years Aaron was prophesying to them and now | should infringe upon my brother’s
gpecial province and cause him pain.” That was the reason that Moshe didn't want to go.
Midrash Yalkut Shimoni Shemos Chapter 4 Remez 172
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Let morework be laid upon the men (Exodus 5:9): This teaches us that they possessed scrolls
with which they pleasurably occupied themselves each and every Shabbos. [The message
contained in these scrolls was that] the Holy One, blessed be He, would redeem them [from
davery]. Because they were resting on Shabbos, Pharaoh told them, “Let more work be laid
upon the men that they may labor in it; and let them not regard vain words.” [In other words,]
they shouldn’t pleasurably occupy themselves [with those scrolls] and they shouldn’t rest on the
day of Shabbos. Midrash Shemos Rabbah 5:18

VI. Extermination and Birth Control
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And the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, and the name of one was Shiphrah, and
the name of the other Puah; And he said, When you do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew
women, and see them upon the stools; if it is ason, then you shall kill him; but if it is a daughter,
then she shall live. But the midwives feared G-d, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded
them, but kept the children alive. And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said to
them, Why have you done this thing, and have kept the children alive? And the midwives said to
Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and
deliver before the midwives come to them. Therefore G-d dealt well with the midwives; and the
people multiplied, and became very mighty. And it came to pass, because the midwives feared
G-d, that he made for them houses. And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son who
is born you shall throw into the river, and every daughter you shall keep alive. Genesis 15-22
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the name of one was Shiphrah: According to the simple meaning of the text, these were their
names. Perforce these [two women] were not the only midwives amongst all of [the people of]
Israel who dwelled in many cities. Rather, these were the head midwives who would issue
instruction to all of the midwives that were under them, according to Pharaoh’s directives. The
drash (Rabbinic discourse) is well know, as is explained in Rashi’s commentary. The drash is
derived from the dual usage of the phrase, “and he said’. The first time it is used it is to be
understood that they inform [their underlings] the proper techniques of midwivery. One would
beautify the child (i.e. wrap up the child in a manner that would straighten the limbs) and the
other would murmer softly [and calm the child]. And now even according to that drash, the
phrase, “When you do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women,” is to be understood that
they issue directives to the midwives that are under them. Haamek Davar, ibid.
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But the midwivesfeared G-d . . . : Not just the two head midwives but also al of the midwives
feared Divine punishment for committing murder. For that reason it is written the “haelo-him”
form for G-d [which refers to judgement] rather than A--donai form [which refers to compassion
and love], as not al of them had reached such a[lofty] level. . . . And did not [as the king of
Egypt commanded them]: to take direct action against the males, as Pharaoh had ordered. And
in addition they also kept the children alive. This refers to both male and female children. All
of the commentators interpret it likewise. Haamek Davar, ibid.
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And the king of Egypt called for the midwives. Here the phrase, “vayikra” is used which
impliesthat he sent for and called al of the midwives [that they come to him] from far and wide,
in order to determine whether he should punish them or to make special houses in preparation of
the next decree, as will be soon explained. Why have you done this thing, and have kept the
children alive? He didn’t ask them why they hadn’t fulfilled his command to actually kill them.
For their answer would have been that according to Jewish law they were required to give up
their lives rather than to murder and that there was absolutely no way for them [to fulfill his
command]. [What he did ask them, though was,] “Why did you endanger yourselves to keep the
children alive? Behold there is no requirement to endanger oneself in order to keep others dlive.
Why did you consider the other person’s blood more dear (lit. red) than your own?’ Haamek
Davar, ibid.
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He made them houses: Scripture does not explain who [actually] made [the houses]. This was
done in order to teach us that the Scripture can be understood in two ways. [First] it is referring
to G-d as areward, as Rashi explains. [Alternately] it can refer to the king as a preparation for
the following decree. [And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying,] Every son who is born
you shall throw into the river, and every daughter you shall keep alive: How would they
know [about the birth of every child?] This is because [Pharaoh] made houses for the midwives
and ordered guards to follow them to see where they went to help the delivery and to see what
was born, [a male or femal€]. It is written in the male form (lahem) to include their husbands.
The houses were built for them because of their wives. . . . Haamek Davar, ibid.
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And Pharaoh charged (vaytzav) [all his people] (Exodus 1:22): Vaytzav (charged) is written
here which implies urgency. . . . Thisis unlike the admonition to the midwives. There it [seemed
that it] was easy to fulfill that decree, because it is [relatively] impossible to give birth without a
midwife. Whereas this [current] decree was relatively easy to evade fulfillment, after [Pharaoh]
had been informed that the women of Israel were midwives themselves and it was possible for
them to give birth without the aid of a [professional] midwife. In addition, those who were
appointed to fulfill this task could do so lackadaisically, claiming that they weren’t aware of a
specific birth. For that reason Pharaoh admonished them with a sense of urgency, so that they
diligently fulfill this decree to perfection. Every son who is born [you shall throw into the
river]: This is referring to those [males] who were just born and not to those already in
existence. And every daughter: This includes both those who were already born and those that
were just born. You shall keep alive: Make the effort to keep them alive. His intention was that
eventually the femal e population would heavily outweigh the male population and they would be
forced to marry Egyptians. He saw this as a way to improve his country. Since the midwives
informed him that the women of Israel are naturally midwives, he felt that that was the reason for
the population explosion of the Israglites. It followed, then, that, if they married Egyptians, the
Egyptians would also enjoy such a surgein their own population. Haamek Davar
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R. Avira expounded: As the reward for the righteous women who lived in that generation were
the Israelites delivered from Egypt. When they went to draw water, the Holy One, blessed be He,
arranged that small fish should enter their pitchers, which they drew up half full of water and
half full of fish. They then set two pots on the fire, one for hot water and the other for the fish,
which they carried to their husbands in the field, and washed, anointed, fed, gave them to drink
and had relations with them among the sheepfolds (between the raised borders of the field), as it
is said, “When ye lie among the sheepfolds (borders) etc.” (Psalms 68:14) As the reward for
“When ye lie among the sheepfolds,” the Israelites merited the plunder of the Egyptians, asit is
said, “As the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her pinions with yellow gold.” (ibid.)
After the women had conceived they returned to their homes; and when the time of childbirth
arrived, they went and were delivered in the field beneath the apple-tree, asit is said, “Under the
apple-tree | caused thee to come forth [from thy mother's womb] etc.” (Song of Songs 8:5) The
Holy One, blessed be He, sent down someone from the high heavens who washed and
straightened the limbs [of the babes] in the same manner that a midwife straightens the limbs of a
child; asit is said (Ezekiel 16:4), “And as for thy nativity, in the day that you were born your
navel was not cut, neither were you washed in water to cleanse you.” He aso provided for them
two cakes, one of oil and one of honey, as it is said (Deut. 32:13), “And He made him to suck
honey out of the rock, and oil etc.” When the Egyptians noticed them, they went to kill them; but
a miracle occurred on their behalf so that they were swallowed in the ground, and [the
Egyptians] brought oxen and ploughed over them, asit is said (Psalms 129:3), “ The ploughman
ploughed upon my back.” After they had departed, [the Israelite women with their babes] broke
through [the earth] and came forth like the herbage of the field, as it is said (Ezekiel 14:7), “I
caused you to multiply as the bud of thefield;” and when [the babes] had grown up, they camein
flocks to their homes, asit is said ((ibid.), “And you increased and waxed great and came with
ornaments.” - read not with ornaments [ba'adi adayim| but in flocks [be'edre adarim]. At the

time the Holy One, blessed be He, revealed Himself by the Red Sea, they recognised Him first,
asitissaid (Exodus 15:2), “Thisismy G-d and | will praise Him.” Sota 11b
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| had no repose, nor had | rest, nor was | quiet; yet trouble came (Job 3:26): | had no
repose, refers to the first decree that Pharaoh made against me, as it says (Exodus 1:14), “And
they made their lives bitter.” The Holy One, blessed be He, established a redeemer. This was
Miriam. Her name referred to the bitterness (mirur) which they experienced. Nor had | rest,
refers to the second decree (Exodus 1:16), “. . . if it is a son, then you shall kill him.” The Holy
One, blessed be He, established a redeemer. This was Aaron. His name referred to the
conception (hirayon) [which they wanted to deter and destroy]. Nor was | quiet, refers to the
third decree, as it says (Exodus 1:22), “Every son who is born you shall throw into the river.”
The Holy One, blessed be He, established a redeemer, Moses, whose name refers to water, as it
says (Exodus 2:10), “And she called his name Moses; and she said, “Because | drew him out of
the water.” Yet trouble came, refersto Amalek. Midrash Shemos Rabbah 26:1
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There were many thousands amongst the children of Israel who were called, Aaron, [in his
honor]. For had it not been for Aaron, they wouldn’t have come into this world. Avos D’ Rabbi
Nassan Chapter 12



