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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. How long did the Babylonian Empire last?

2.  What isthe origin of the expression: "seeing the handwriting
on the wall?"*

3.  What was the message that was written on Belshazzar's wall?
4.  Why wasit so hard to decipher?

5.  How many Jewswent up with Zerubbabel in the beginning of
Cyrus reign?

This and much more will be addressed in the third lecture of this
series. "Cyrus and the Persian Conquest”.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series| Lecture #3
CYRUSAND THE PERSIAN CONQUEST
l. The Fall of Babylon After Seventy Years
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Behold, | will send and take al the families of the north, saith the Lord, and
Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land,
and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will
utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual
desolations. Moreover | will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness,
the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice ofthe bride, the sound of the millstones, and
the light of the candle. And thiswhole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment;
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. And it shall come to
pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that | will punish the king of Babylon, and
that naion, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make
it perpetual desolations. Jeremiah 25:9-12
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And now have given all these landsinto the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have | given him also to serve him; And
al nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son's son, until the very time of hisland
come: and then many nations and great kings shall make him serve. Jeremiah 27:6-7
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For thus saith Hashem That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon | will visit
you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.
Jeremiah 29:10
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In thefirst year of hisreign |, Daniel, understood by books the number of the years,
whereof the word of Hashem came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish
seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. Daniel 9:2
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Belshazzar the king made a great feast to athousand of hislords, and drank wine before
the thousand. In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against
the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace; and the king saw the part
of the hand that wrote. Then came in all the king's wise men but they could not read the
writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof. Then was king Belshazzar
greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him; and his lords were
confounded. And thisisthe writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL,
UPHARSIN. Thisistheinterpretation of the thing: MENE: G-d hath numbered thy
kingdom, and finished it. TEKEL: Thou art weighed in the balances and art found
wanting. PERES: Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. Then
commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold
about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler
in the kingdom. In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans dlain. Daniel
5:1,5,8,9,25-30
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According to Rabbi Shimon who said that the script never changed (it was aways
"Ashuris'), what is meant by the phrase "but they could not read the writing"? Rav said it
was written in "Gematria'(code)
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Shmuel said the following was written:

7IPRR DPI1 DINKA

which can be rearranged as:
ok Balala
WP
TP RK

Rabbi Y ochanan said the following was written

1970°1 NPY DIX DIX

which can be rearranged as:

7°07D7 Hpn X1 RN

Rav Ashi said the following was written

7°079 NP XM X3

Sanhedrin 22a

. Writing and the Alphabet
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And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house and on thy gates.  Deuter onomy
6:9
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And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a
copy of thislaw in abook out of that which is before the prieststhe Levites. And it shall
be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of hislife: that he may learn to fear the
Lord his G-d, to keep al the words of thislaw and these statutes, to do them.
Deuteronomy 17:18-19
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Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach it to the children of Isradl: putitin
their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against the children of Isragl.
Deuteronomy 31:19
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They whose root is out of Ephraim were against Amalek; after thee, Benjamin, among
thy people; out of Machir came down governors, and out of Zebulun they that handle the
pen of the writer. Judges 5:14

E.

[37 "MK 777 921X O 0°5°Y °3 9373 WK aYY an N5 X1 1IN NS0 MWIKD AR

.On% xax% N1 5 7792 7Y YINDRI 1A 557 NI90 W MR L7PIH 9391 vInDXy

JDOR VAW 0OYAW 73R NRY N30 YW DX POR 2N IYRW N0 SWIRM W 7307
T°,9—1:1 D°VDIWY

And he said unto the men of Succoth, Give, | pray you, loaves of bread unto the people
that follow me, for they be faint, and | am pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of
Midian. And the princes of Succoth said, Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in
thine hand, that we should give bread unto thine army? And caught a young man of the
men of Succoth and enquired of him: and he wrote down for him the princes of Succoth,
and the elders, thereof, even threescore and seventeen men. Judges 8:5-6,14
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And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of their
companions, unto Artaxerxes king of Persia; and the writing of the letter was written in
the Syrian tongue, and interpreted in the Syrian tongue. Ezra 4:7

1. Darius and Cyrus
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And Darius the Midian took the kingdom, being about threescore and two yearsold. It
pleased Dariusto set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty satraps, which should be
over the whole kingdom; And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was one; that
the satraps might give accounts unto them; and the king should have no damage. Daniel
6:1-3
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In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was
made king over the realm of the Chaldeans. Daniel 9:1
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So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.
Daniel 6:29
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In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia athing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name
was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long; and he
understood the thing, and had understanding of the vision. Daniel 10:1
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V.  Returnto Jerusalem
A. Fulfillment of the Prophecy
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And | will make your cities waste, and bring your sanctuaries unto desolation, and | will
not smell the savour of your sweet odors. And | will bring the land into desolation; and
your enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at it. And | will scatter you among
the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you; and your land shall be desolate, and
your cities waste. Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, aslong asit lieth desolate, and
ye bein your enemies land, even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths. Then
will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my
covenant with Abraham will | remember; and | will remember theland. The land also
shall be left of them and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while she lieth desolate without them;
and they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity; because, even because they
despised my judgments, and because their soul abhorred my statutes. Leviticus
26:31-34,42-43
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Thus saith the L-rd thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, | am the L-rd
that maketh all things; that stetcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the
earth by myself; That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that
turneth wise men backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish; That confirmeth the
word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith to
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Y e shall be built, and | will
raise up the ruined places thereof; That saith to the deep Be dry and | will dry up thy
rivers, That saith of Cyrus He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure; even
saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.
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Thus saith the L-rd to his anointed to Cyrus, whose right hand | have holden, to subdue
nations before him; and | will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the doors and
the gates shall not be shut; For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect | have even
called thee by thy name: | have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.

| saiah 44:24-28,45:1,4
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And they burnt the house of G-d, and broke down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the
pal aces thereof with fire, and destroyed al the goodly vessels thereof. And them that had
escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants to him and
his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: To fulfil the word of the L-rd by the
mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for aslong as she lay
desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years. Now in the first year of
Cyrusking of Persia, that the word of the L-rd spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
accomplished, the Lrd stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a
proclamation throughout al his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith
Cyrusking of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the L-rd G-d of heaven given
me; and he hath charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which isin Judah. Who is
there among you of all his people? The L-rd his G-d be with him, and let him go up.
Chronicles|l 36:19-23
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Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the L-rd, which
Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of his
gods...All the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand and four hundred. All these
did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivity that were brought up from Babylon
unto Jerusalem. Ezra1:7,11
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5. Thiswas known to Cyrus by his reading the book which Isaiah left behind him of
his prophecies; for this prophet said, that G-d hath spoken thusto him in a secret vision,
"My will is, that Cyrus, whom | have appointed to be king over many and great nations,
send back my people to their own land; and build my temple." This was foretold by
Isaiah one hundred and forty years before the temple was demolished. Accordingly when
Cyrus read this, and admired the Divine power, an earnest desire and ambition seized
upon him, to fulfill what was so written; so he called for the most eminent Jews that were
in Babylon, and said to them that "he gave them leave to go back to their own country
and to rebuild their city Jerusalem, and the temple of G-d for that he would be their
assistant and that he would write to the rulers and governors that werein the
neighbourhood of their country of Judea, that they should contribute to them gold and
silver for the building of the temple, and besides that, beasts for their sacrifices.”
Antiquities of the Jews Book XI Chap.1:1 by Josephus

B. Return to Zion
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Now these are the children of the province that went up out of the captivity, of those
which had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried
away unto Babylon, and came again unto Jerusalem and Judah, every one unto his city;
Which came with Zerubbabel: Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan,
Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah. The number of the men of the people of Israel... The
whole congregation together was forty and two thousand three hundred and threescore.
Ezra2:1,2,64

C. Rebuilding the Temple
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And when the seventh month was come, and the children of Israel were in the cities, the
people gathered themselves together as one man to Jerusalem. Then stood up Jeshuathe
son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his
brethren, and builded the altar of the G-d of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, asit is
written in the law of Moses the man of G-d...Now in the second year of their coming unto
the house of G-d at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the son of
Sheadltiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren the priests and
the Levites, and all they that were come out of the captivity unto Jersalem; and appointed
the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to oversee the work of the house of the
Lrd...And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the L-rd, they set the
priestsin their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to
praise the L-rd, after the ordinance of David king of Israel. And they sang in praising and
giving thanks unto the L-rd; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward
Israel. And all the people shouted with agreat shout, when they praised the L-rd, because
the foundation of the house of the L-rd was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and
chief of the fathers, who were old men, that had seen the first house with their eyes, when
the foundation of this house was laid, they wept with aloud voice; and many shouted
aloud for joy: So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the
noise of the weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the
noise was heard afar off. Ezra 3:1,2,8,10-13

V. The Building is Halted
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Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity
builded the temple unto the L-rd G-d of Israel; Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the
chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us build with you: for we seek your G-d, as
ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assur, which
brought us up hither. But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chiefs of the fathers
of Israel, said unto them, Y e have nothing to do with usto build a house unto our G-d;
but we ourselves together will build unto the L-rd G-d of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of
Persia hath commanded us. Then the people of the land weakened the hands of the people
of Judah, and troubled them in building, and hired counsellors against them, to frustrate
their purpose, al the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of
Persia. And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of hisreign, wrote they unto him
an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. And in the days of
Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of their companions, unto
Artaxerxes king of Persia; and the writing of the letter was written in the Syrian tongue,
and interpreted in the Syrian tongue...Be it known unto the king, that the Jews which
came up from thee to us are come unto Jerusalem, building the rebellious and the bad
city, and have finished the walls thereof, and joined the foundations. Be it known now
unto the king, that, if this city be builded, and the walls be finished, then will they not pay
toll, tribute, and custom, and the revenue of the kings will suffer loss...That search may
be made in the book of the records of thy fathers: so shalt thou find in the book of the
records, and know that this city is arebellious city, and hurtful unto kings and provinces,
and that they have moved sedition within the same of old time: for which cause wasthis
city destroyed...Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes' |etter was read before Rehum,
and Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, they went up in haste to Jerusalem unto
the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power. Then ceased the work of the house
of G-d which isat Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius
king of Persia. Ezra4: 1-7,12,13,15,23,24
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And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through the prophesying of
Haggal the prophet and Zechariah the son of 1ddo. And they builded, and finished it,
according to the commandment of the G-d of Israel, and according to the commandment
of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. And this house was finished on the
third day of the month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.
Ezra 6:14,15
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TIME LINE*

A. 441 BCE Nebuchadnezzar conquers Ninveh.
The beginning of the Babylonian
7 Empire.

B. 440 BCE Nebuchadnezzar's initial conquest of Judeah
under King Y ehoyokim.

C.433BCE  Nebuchadnezzar initiates the
first exileof the Jews,
first under King Y ehoyokim
and 3 months later under King
Y ehoyochin.
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D. 422 BCE BaisHamikdash is destroyed.

E. 371 BCE

I~

Darius and Cyrus conguer Babylon.
Belshazzer iskilled. End of Babylonian
Empire.

10

F.370 BCE Cyrus alowsthe Jews to return to

Jerusalem and build the Temple.
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. 352 BCE BaisHamikdash is rebuilt under
DariuslI.

* All dates are based on the traditional Jewish dating system of the Seder Olam.
Alternate dating systems are discussed in subsequent lectures.



