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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

When was the Tower of Babel built?

Describe the archaeological evidence which isin concert with the
narrative of the Tower of Babel.

Describe how Abraham was abl e to influence those souls which he
brought close to G-d.

How old was Abraham when he first came to the land of Canaan?

Who were the original occupants of the land of Canaan?

This and much more will be addressed in the third lecture of this series:
"Conflict in the Land of Canaan".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

This lecture is dedicated to the merit and honor of Dr. and Mrs.
Paul and Meri Zidel and their children



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XII1 Lecture #3
CONFLICT IN THE LAND OF CANAAN

l. Dor Haphlaga - The Divided Generation
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And to Eber were born two sons; the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth
divided (niphliga); and his brother’ s name was Joktan. Genesis 11:25
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The languages became disordered and [the people] dispersed from the plain, and were separated
throughout the entire world. [From the text] we learn that Eber was a prophet, since he called the
name of his son after a future event. And we learned in the Seder Olam that at the end of
[Peleg’s] days the [people] became separated. For if you say that they became separated at the
beginning of his days, that is not so, for Joktan, his brother was younger than Peleg and he begot
many families prior to [the separation], as it is stated (Gen. 10:26), “and Jokton begot . . .” and
[only] afterwards is it written (Ibid. 11:1), “and the whole earth was one language . . .” And if
you should say [that they were separated] in the middle of his days, [that is not so, becausg] the
text would not have come to obscure [the facts] but to clarify them. From here we learn, then,
that in the year of Peleg’s death, they were separated. Rashi’s Commentary to Genesis 10:25
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The Dispersion occurred 340 years after the Deluge. Noah continued to lived afterwards another
ten years. Avraham was forty eight at the time of the Dispersion. Seder Olam Chapter 1
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For in his days was the earth divided (Gen. 10:25): Up until Peleg, people lived for four
hundred years. Peleg, however, only lived a little more than two hundred years. Midrash
Agadah Noah
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Peleg: Rav Yosef Kra, of blessed memory, explained that he was called Peleg because in his
days, the days of a person’s life were halved, [i.e. their life span began to become diminished)].
For since the birth of Peleg, no man lived to be three hundred years old. Daas Zekainim ibid.
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The earth became split: The days of a person’s life on earth were halved, [i.e. their life span
began to become diminished]. For up until Peleg, with only few exceptions, you would find
people who lived to be four hundred years old. From Peleg and on, you find people living only
some two hundred years. Commentary of Hizkuni ibid.

D.

37937 N2 23 39D RPN D127 MR W DM MR 0D NYII DIPWwn DRI 00T 7300

03 7723 °X 197 P2 ITIW 0o RN OF 0 239D IIN3T XM NIR 013N PIRT 7139D)

D397 3727 /772K 07 RI7 7RI A0 1POYI 022121 0PIV 770 2927 03 LXK 12 RITW HRINY
AN 0w 12 173X APV PNW TV aw N XD 9 0w 1°7 oW 73 %3 700 DR

It would seem that the separation [of mankind] occurred approximately one hundred years after
the Deluge. He was called Peleg because at the time of his birth the earth became separated. The
Aramaic trandation of nifliga is chatz (haf or split). . . . The words of the Seder Olam are also
reasonable [that the separation occurred at the end of his lifetime] and we will rely on it. As a
consequence, Avraham was amongst the builders of the tower. You shouldn’t be amazed at this
as Noah and Shem were [also] there. Shem didn’t die until Yaakov was at least fifty years old.
Commentary of 1bn Ezrato Gen. 11:1
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And Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt, (Numbers 13:22) now what [can be the
meaning of] built? If it be suggested that it was actually built, is it possible that a man would
build a house for his younger son before he built one for his elder son, it being stated in
Scriptures (Gen. 10:6), “And the sons of Ham, Cush and Mizraim, and Put and Canaan’? [The
meaning must] consequently be that it was seven times as fertile as Zoan. Kesubos 112a - Sota
34b

. Catastrophe
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R. Yirmiah b. Elazar said: They split up into three parties. One said, “Let us ascend and dwell
there;” the second said, “Let us ascend and serve idols;” and the third said, “Let us ascend and
wage war [with G-d].” The party which proposed, “Let us ascend, and dwell there,” - the L-rd

scattered them: the one that said, “Let us ascend and wage war,” were turned to apes, spirits,
devils, and night-demons; whilst as for the party which said, “Let us ascend and serve idols,” -

“for there the L-rd did confound the language of al the earth.” Sanhedrin 109a
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Similarly, we find that the builders of the Tower [of Babel] were punished through an east wind,
asit says (Gen. 11:9), “And from there did G-d scatter them across the face of the earth.” When
the term “scatter” (hefitzom) is used, it is specifically referring to the east wind as it says
(Jeremiah 18:17), “With the east wind | will scatter them.” M echilta Par shas Beshalach 4
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R. Yochanan said: A third of the tower was burnt, a third sunk [into the earth], and athird is still
standing. Sanhedrin 109a
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The sea overflowed twice. Once during the generation of Enosh and once during the generation
of the separation (the Tower of Babel). Y erushalmi Shekalim 6:2
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The Rabbis explained that the word, “vayafetz’ [which is commonly translated as, “And He
scattered,”] is to be understood as, “ vayatzif” [And He inundated], for He caused the sea to
overflow and it drowned thirty [of mankind’s] families (clans). Ber aishis Rabbah 38:10
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The name of one son was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided (niphliga): Scriptureis
informing us of the spiritual heights of Eber, who successfully predicted through the Holy Spirit
(ruach hakodesh) what would occur in the future in the lifetime of his son. He called his name
Peleg to inform us of the reason that peoples’ lifespans became diminished from Peleg and on.
The reason for this was the sin of the generation of the separation. Their punishment was that
their physical makeup was changed due to a sudden change in the atmosphere. Seforno ibid.
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[1. The Souls that Avram Madein Haran
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And Terah took Abram, his son, and Lot, the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai, his
daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldeans,
to go to the land of Canaan; and they came to Haran, and lived there. Genesis 11:31
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The [Tanna] devei Eliyahu taught: The world is to exist six thousand years; the first two
thousand years are to be void; the next two thousand years are the period of the Torah, and the
following two thousand years are the period of the Messiah. Through our many sins a number of
these have already passed [and the Messiah is not yet]. From when are the two thousand
years of the Torah to be reckoned? Shall we say from the Giving of the Torah at Sinai? In that
case, you will find that there are not quite two thousand years from then till now [i.e., the year
four thousand after the Creation], for if you compute the years [from the Creation to the Giving
of the Torah] you will find that they comprise two thousand and a part of the third thousand;
(2448) the period is therefore to be reckoned from the time when Abraham and Sarah had gotten
souls in Haran (Gen. 12:5) for we have it as a tradition that Abraham was at that time fifty-two
yearsold. Avodah Zara 9a
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“Abram the same is Abraham.” (Chronicles | 1:27) At first he became a father to Aram
[Ab-Aram] only, but in the end he became a father to the whole world. Berachos 13a
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Avraham and Sarah were both filled with good deeds, as it says (Gen. 12:5), “. . . and the souls
which they made in Haran.” This teaches us that Avraham would convert the men and Sarah
would convert the women. Midrash BaMidbar Rabbah 14:10
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And the souls which they made in Haran: Rabbi Hunia said: Avraham would convert the men
and Sarah the women. What is the meaning of the phrase, “which they made in Haran”? This
teaches us that our Patriarch Avraham would bring them to his home, feed them, give them to
drink, show them love, bring them close [to G-d], and convert them and bring them under the
wings of the Shechina. We learn from this that anyone who brings another person under the
wings of the Shechina is considered as if he created him, formed him, and completed him.
Midrash Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:22
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Persuasion [in Scripture] never means with words. Is this so? Is it not written (Deut. 13:7), “If
thy brother persuade thee?’ Thisverse also means, by eating and drinking. Hullin 4b
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And he planted an eishel (commonly translated: a tamarisk tree) in Beer-sheba. (Genesis 21:33)
Resh Lakish said: It teaches that he [Abraham] made an orchard and planted in it al kinds of
choicefruits. R. Yehudah and R. Nehemiah [differ in this matter]; one said that it was an orchard
and the other that it was a hospice. It is right according to him who said that it was an orchard,
since it is written “and he planted”; but according to him who said that it was a hospice, what

does it mean, "and he planted?” It is similarly written (Daniel 11:45), “And he shall plant the
tents of his palace, etc.”

And he called there in the name of the L-rd, the Everlasting G-d. (Genesis 21:33) Resh Lakish
said: Read not ‘and he caled’ but ‘and he made to call’, thereby teaching that our father

Abraham caused the name of the Holy One, blessed be He, to be uttered by the mouth of every
passer-by. How was this? After [travellers] had eaten and drunk, they stood up to bless him; but,
said he to them, ‘Did you eat of mine? Y ou ate of that which belongs to the G-d of the Universe.
Thank, praise and bless Him who spake and the world came into being.”

V. Avram in the Land of Canaan
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And the L-rd had said to Abram, Get out from your country, and from your family, and from
your father’'s house, to a land that | will show you; And | will make of you a great nation, and |
will bless you, and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing; And | will bless those
who bless you, and curse him who curses you; and in you shal al families of the earth be
blessed. So Abram departed, as the L-rd had spoken to him; and Lot went with him; and Abram
was seventy five years old when he departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai_his wife, and
Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the souls that they
had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go to the land of Canaan; and to the land of
Canaan they came. Genesis 12:1-5
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And Terah took Abram, his son, and L ot, the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai, his
daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the
Chaldeans, to go to the land of Canaan; and they came to Haran, and lived there. Genesis
11:31
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And Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, to the terebinth of Moreh. And the
Canaanite was then in the land. And the L-rd appeared to Abram, and said, To your seed will |
give this land; and there he built an altar to the L-rd, who appeared to him. And he moved from
there to a mountain in the east of Beth-El, and pitched his tent, having Beth-El on the west, and
Hai on the east; and there he built an altar to the L-rd, and called upon the name of the L-rd.
And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the Negev. Genesis 12:6-9
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And He said to him, | am the L-rd who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this
land to inherit it. And he said, L-rd G-d, how shall | know that | shall inherit it?. .. And He said
to Abram, Know for a certainty that your seed shall be a stranger in aland that is not theirs, and
shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; And also that nation, whom they
shall serve, will | judge; and afterward shall they come out with great wealth. Genesis 15:7-8,
13-14
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Now the sojourning of the people of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty
years. And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even on that very day
it came to pass, that al the hosts of the L-rd went out from the land of Egypt. It is a night of
watchfulness to the L-rd for bringing them out of the land of Egypt. This is a night of watching
kept to the L-rd by all the people of Isragl throughout their generations. Exodus 12:40-42
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Our Patriarch Avraham was seventy years old when G-d spoke to him “between the pieces’
(bein habesorim), asit is stated (Ex. 12:41), “And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred
and thirty years . . .” After He spoke with him, he went down to Haran where he spent [an
additional] five years, as it says (Gen. 12:4), “And Avraham was seventy five when he departed
from Haran. Seder Olam Chapter 1
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(Ex. 12:40) Four hundred and thirty yearsin all. From the birth of Yitzchak until the present
(the Exodus) there were four hundred years. From the time that Avraham had children (seed) the
[decree] was fulfilled (Gen. 15:13), “for your seed will be a stranger.” Thirty years passed from
the time there was decreed the decree (the Covenant) “between the pieces’ (Gen. 15:10 -
Avraham was then seventy) until Yitzchak was born [when Avraham was one hundred]. Now it
isimpossible to say that [they dwelt] exclusively in the land of Egypt [for the full period of four
hundred and thirty years| for Kohath was amongst those who [came to Egypt] with Yaakov. Go
and count all of his years and all of the years of Amram his son and the eighty years of Moshe
and you won't find that they add up to that number, and, of course, Kohath was many years old
before he went down to Egypt, and many of the years of Amram are included in the years of
Kohath, and many of the eighty years of Moshe are included in the years of Amram. It is
therefore evident that four hundred years did not pass from their arrival in Egypt and one must
say that the other “dwellings’ [of the Patriarchs] are also called sojournings including the time
spent in Hebron, as it is stated (Gen. 35:27), “Where Avraham and Yitzchak sojourned.” And
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Scripture further states (Exodus 6:4), “the land of their sojournings wherein they sojourned.”
Therefore you must say that [the verse] (Gen. 15:13), “For your seed will be a stranger” refers to
the time when Avraham had seed and if you count four hundred years from the birth of Yitzchak,
you will find that, from their arrival in Egypt until their departure, two hundred and ten years
elapsed. Rashi Exodus 12:40
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And the L-rd had said to Avram, Get out from your country, and from your family, and
from your father’shouse, to aland that | will show you: Leave Haran so that you not become
like the people of Haran. This teaches us that the people of Haran were bad and terrible sinners.
Avraham would gather them together on many occasions and chastise them. He would tell them:
Didn't you hear what happened to the generation of the Flood, which happened not that long
ago. They didn’'t have understanding hearts and would stiffen their necks and rebel against His
words. If it wouldn't be for the fact that the Holy One, blessed be He, swore not to bring another
flood to the world, you would have been deserving of having a flood brought upon you. When
the Holy One, blessed be He, saw that they didn’t accept his rebuke, He said, “It is not fitting for
such a tzaddik (saint) to dwell amongst such evil doers.” He then immediately told him, “Take
leave of them so that you not imitate them, as it says (Gen. 12:1), “And the L-rd had said to
Avram, Get out . . . to aland which | will show you.” ... Hedidn't tell him which land [to go
to]. It was a test within a test. Can a person go somewhere and not know where he is going?
Midrash Yilamdainu - Parshas L ech Lecha 34
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Rabbi Yehudah and Rabbi Nehemiah [disagreed on the following:] Rabbi Yehudah said: The
reason it is stated, “lech lecha” [get out - in a redundant form] is [to allude to] two leavings, i.e.
one from Aram Naharaim and one from Aram Nahor. Rabbi Nehemiah said: The reason for [the
redundancy of] lech lecha is [to alude to] the leaving from Aram Naharam and Aram Nahor,
and [to allude to the fact] that G-d made [Avram] fly from “between the pieces’ and brought him
back to Haran. . . . And why didn’t Avram leave earlier? He was not allowed to do so. When he
was allowed, however, Avram left as [soon] as G-d told him and he took with him Lot. Rabbi
Levi said: When Avraham traveled through Aram Naharam and Aram Nahor he saw them
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eating and drinking and being mischievous. He said, “I wish that my portion should not bein this
land.” As soon as he reached the “ladder” (mountainous steps) of Tyre, he saw that they were
involved in weeding during weeding season and hoeing in hoeing season. He said, “I wish that
my portion should be in this land.” The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him (Gen. 12:7), “To
your seed will | givethisland.” Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 39:8

V. Land of Canaan
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And Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, to the terebinth (or plains) of
Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. Genesis 12:6
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And the Canaanite was then in the land: The Canaanite was in the process of conquering the
land from the descendants of Shem, for this land had originally fallen to Shem’s portion when
Noah divided up the land to his sons, as it is dated (Gen. 14:18),
“And Melchizedek king of Salem (Jerusalem).” Therefore, G-d said to Abram (Gen. 12.7), “To
your seed will | givethisland.” At afuturetime, | shall return it (Canaan) back to your children,
since they are the seed of Shem. Rashi ibid.
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Rashi commented above [on the verse] “And the Canaanite was then in the land”, "The
Canaanite was in the process of conquering the land from the descendants of Shem, for this land
had originaly fallen to Shem'’s portion when Noah divided up the land to his sons, asit is stated
(Gen. 14:18), ‘And Melchizedek king of Salem (Jerusalem).”” This is not correct, for the verse
[that sets out the boundaries of the various nations, states,] “And the border of the Canaanites
was from Sidon, [as you come to Gerar, to Gaza; as you come to Sodom, and Gomorrah, and
Admah, and Zeboim, to Lasha].” This includes al of the Land of Israel. The boundary of the
children of Shem are from the east of Mesha, distant from the Land of Isragl. If, however, Noah
allocated to his children the various lands and gave to Shem the Land of Isragl, that has the status
of “verbally apportioning one’'s property.” The Canaanites lived there until G-d gave it as an
inheritance to the seed of His beloved, as | have explained above (Gen. 10:15). Commentary of
Ramban to Genesis 14:18
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And the Canaanite was then in the land. (Genesis 12:6) It is quite plausible that Canaan
conguered the land from another [nation]. If thisis not so, then this is part of a secret teaching
and he who understands should be silent. Commentary of R. Avraham ibn Ezrato Gen. 12:6
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If you understand the secret of the last twelve verses [of the Torah], and the verse (Deuteronomy
31.9), “And Moses wrote,” and the verse (Gen. 12:6), “And the Canaanite was then in the land,”
and the verse (Gen. 22:14), “And Abraham called the name of that place A-donai-Yireh; asit is
said to this day, “In the Mount of the L-rd it shall be seen,” and also the verse (Deut. 3:11), “[For
only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of Refaim;] behold, his bed was a bed of iron.
[Is it not in Rabbath of the sons of Ammon? Nine cubits was its length, and four cubits its
breadth, according to the cubit of aman,]” then you will recognize the truth. Commentary of R.
Avraham ibn Ezrato Deuteronomy 1:2

FIX121 771737 203 XD AWwm A5YW R 0D YWIT AN P07 T 0 N7 DY — mwn by (3
R:T2 279272 RTY 72K ATN2R D $1922°1 @3 PHR T AR 03 T IR YT 120D

In my opinion, this verse was written by Y ehoshua, as Moshe didn’t do any writing after he went
up [to the mountain]. He wrote the verse through prophecy. The proof is (Deut. 34:1), “And the
L-rd showed him ..., and aso (ibid. 34:4), “And the L-rd said to him, . . . ,” and also
(ibid. 34:6), “And he buried him in avalley . . .” Commentary of R. Avraham ibn Ezra to
Deuteronomy 34:1
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It was taught: It is written (Deut. 34:5), “So Moses the servant of the Lord died there.” Now is it
possible that Moses whilst still alive would have written, “So Moses . . . died there?” The truth
is, however, that up to this point Moses wrote, from this point Y ehoshua the son of Nun wrote.
This is the opinion of R. Yehudah, or, according to others, of R. Nehemiah. Said R. Shimon to
him: Can we imagine the scroll of the law being short of one letter? Is it not written (Deut.
31:26), “Take this book of the Law, and put it etc.”? We must say that up to this point the Holy
One, blessed be He, dictated and Moses repeated and wrote, and from this point the Holy One,
blessed be He, dictated and Moses wrote it with tears [in his eyes], as it says of another occasion
(Jeremiah 36:18), “Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words to me with his
mouth, and | wrote them with ink in the book.” M enachos 30a
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And it came to pass, when Moses had finished writing the words of this Torah in a book, until
they were finished, That Moses commanded the Levites, who carried the ark of the covenant of
the L-rd, saying, Take this book of the Torah, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of
the L-rd your G-d, that it may be there for a witness against you. Deuteronomy 31:24-26
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Another [Baraitha] taught: “Because he hath despised the word of the L-rd” (Numbers 15:31)
refers to he who maintains that the Torah is not from Heaven. And even if he asserts that the
whole Torah is from Heaven, excepting a particular verse, which [he maintains] was not uttered
by G-d but by Moses himself, he is included in “because he hath despised the word of the L-rd.”
And even if he admits that the whole Torah isfrom Heaven, excepting a single point, a particular
ad majus deduction (kal v'chomer) or a certain gezerah shavah, - heis still included in “because

he hath despised the word of the L-rd.” Sanhedrin 99a
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And the Canaanite was then in the land. (Gen. 12:6) [Although it was written while the
Canaanites were still in the land,] it was written [to be read at] the time when the Israelites would
be firmly settled in the land [and the Canaanites would be dispossessed.] For that reason the
term, “then” is appropriate. In other words, then, in the days of Avraham, the Canaanites were

still in the land. Similarly we find (ibid. 13:7), “. . . and the Canaanite and the Perizzite lived
then in theland.” Commentary of Hizkuni to Genesis 12:6
E
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It is quite plausible that Scripture mentioned, “And the Canaanites were then in the land,” to
teach us the following regarding this Parsha (Torah section): [Although] Avram came to the
land of Canaan, Hashem did not [immediately] show him the land which he had promised him.
He passed through the land until he came to Shechem where the bitter and impetuous nation of
Canaan was then situated. Since he was afraid of them, he didn’t build there an altar to Hashem.
When he came to the plains of Moreh, adjacent to Shechem, Hashem appeared to him and gave
him the land. [It was then that] his fear dissipated, as he was promised [to inherit], “the land that
| will show you.” It was then that he built an altar to Hashem to serve Him openly. Commentary
of Ramban to Genesis 12:6



