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But [yet], could Shmuel have said ‘Lest another [rival suitor] anticipate him’? Surely Rav
Y ehudah, as citing Shmuel, said: [* Forty days before the embryo is formed an echo issues
forth [on high] announcing, "The daughter of So-and-so is[to be awife] to So-and-so".’
[Similarly]. ‘ Such and such afield is [to belong] to Soand-so’. — No; what it meansis,
‘Lest another [rival suitor] anticipate him’ by means of prayer, asisillustrated by what
occurred to Raba, who overheard a certain fellow praying for grace saying: ‘ May that girl
be destined to be mine!” Said Rava to the man: ‘ Pray not for grace thus; if she be meet for
you, you will not lose her, and if not , you have challenged Providence'. Later he
overheard him praying that either he should die before her or she before him. Said Rava
to him: ‘Didn’t | tell you not to pray for grace in this matter? Thus said Rav in the name
of R. Reuven b. Estrobile, from the Torah, from the Prophets and from the Hagiographa it
may be shown that a woman is [destined to] a man by G-d. From the Torah: Then Laban
and Bethuel answered and said, The thing proceedeth from the L-rd. From the Prophets:
But his[Samson's] father and mother knew not that it was of the L-rd. And from the
Hagiographa: House and riches are the inheritance of fathers, but a prudent wife isfrom
the L-rd. Mo'ed Katan 18b
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Our Rabbis taught: Concerning a man who loves his wife as himself, who honours her
more than himself, who guides his sons and daughtersin theright path . . . , Scripture
says, And thou shalt know that thy tent isin peace. Y evamos 63a
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Rab Y ehudah said: One should always take heed that there be corn in his house; for strife
is prevalent in a house only on account of corn [food], for it iswritten, He maketh peace
in thy borders: he filleth thee with the finest of the wheat. Said R. Papa, Hence the
proverb: When the barley is quite gone from the pitcher, strife comes knocking at the
door. Bava Metzia 59a
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Our Rabbis taught: There are three whose life isno life and they are: Hewho is
dependent on the table of his neighbour; he whom his wife rules; and he whose body is
subject to suffering. And some say: Also he who possesses only one shirt. And the first
Tanna? — It is possible to examine his garment. Beitzah 32b
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R. Elazar said: Any man who has no wifeis no proper man; for it is said, Male and
female created He them and called their name Adam. Y evamos 63a
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Rav said: One should aways be heedful of wronging hiswife, for since her tears are
frequent sheis quickly hurt. R. Elazar said: Since the destruction of the Temple, the
gates of prayer are locked, for it iswritten, Also when | cry out, he shutteth out my
prayer. Y et though the gates of prayer are locked, the gates of tears are not, for it is
written, Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my
tears. Rav also said: He who follows his wife's counsel will descend into Gehenna, for it
iswritten, But there was none like unto Ahab [which did sell himself to work wickedness
in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel hiswife stirred up]. R. Papa objected to Abaye:
But people say, If your wife is short, bend down and hear her whisper! — Thereisno
difficulty: the one refers to general matters; the other to household affairs. Another
version: the one refers to religious matters, the other to secular questions. Bava Metzia
59a
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R. Akiva expounded: When husband and wife are worthy, the Shechinah abides with
them; when they are not worthy fire consumes them. Rava said: [ The fire which results]
from the woman is severer than that from the man. What is the reason? In the case of the
former [the letters alef and shin] are consecutive, but not in the case of aman. Sotah 17a
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R. Eleazar further stated: What is the meaning of the Scriptural text, | will make him a
help meet for him? If he was worthy she isahelp to him; if he was not worthy sheis
against him. Others say: R. Eleazar pointed out a contradiction: It is written kenegedo but
we read kenegedo! — If he wasworthy she is meet for him; if he was not worthy she
chastises him. Y evomos 63a



