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A  ARGUMENT AVOS5:17
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Our Rabbis taught: If one seesa crowd of Israglites, he says. Blessed is He who
discerneth secrets, for the mind of each is different from that of the other, just asthe
face of each isdifferent from that of the other. Berachos 58a
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Rabbi Yanai said: Everything that the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Moshe, was said
with forty nine reasons in support of its being ritually pure and forty nine reasons to
support its being impure. He (Moshe) said to Him, "Master of the Universe, when will we
achieve clarity of the Halacha?' He replied to him, "After the majority to decide (Exodus
23:2) If the majority rulesthat it is pure, then it is deemed pure. If the majority rules that
it isimpure, then it is deemed impure.” Midrash Yalkut Shimoni 658
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Every controversy that isin the name of heaven, the end thereof is destined to result in
something permanent, but one that is not in the name of heaven, the end therof is  not
destined to result in something permanent . Whichisthe kind of controversy that isin
the name of heaven? Such as was the controversy between Hillel and Shammai, and
which isthe kind of controversy thatis  not in the name of heaven? Such as was the
controversy of Korah and al of hiscongregation. Avos5:17
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Although Beth Shammai and Beth Hillel arein disagreement . . . Beth Shammai did not,
neverthel ess, abstain from marrying women of the families of Beth Hillel, nor did Beth
Hillel refrain from marrying those of Beth Shammai. Thisisto teach you that they
showed |love and friendship towards one another, thus putting into practice the Scriptural
text, "Love ye truth and peace" (Zechariah 8:19). Yevomos 14b
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That he be not as Korah and as his company, as the L-rd said to him by the hand of
Moses. Numbers17:5
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Rav said that all who embrace afeud arein violation of the verse: That he be not as
Korah and as his company. Midrash BaMidbar Rabbah 18:20
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Who is he that is honored? He who honors others, asit is said: For those who honor Me |
will honor, and who scorn Me shall be degraded. Avos4:1
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R. Abba stated in the name of Shmuel: For three years there was a dispute between Beth
Shammai and Beth Hillel, the former asserting, ‘ The halachah isin agreement with our
views and the latter contending, ‘ The halachah isin agreement with our views'. Then a
Heavenly voice announced, ‘[ The utterances of] both are the words of the living God, but
the halachah is in agreement with the rulings of Beth Hillel’. Since, however, both are the
words of the living G-d, what was it that entitled Beth Hillel to have the halachah fixed in
agreement with their rulings?Because they wer e kindly and modest, they studied their
own rulings and those of Beth Shammai, and wer e even so [humble] asto mention
the actions of Beth Shammai beforetheirs ...  Thisteachesyou that he who
humbles himself, the Holy One, blessed be He, raises up, and he who exalts himsalf,
the Holy One, blessed be He, humbles; from him who seeks gr eatness, greatness
flees, but he who fleesfrom gr eatness, greatness follows; he who forcestimeis

for ced back by time but he who yieldsto time finds time standing at hisside.
Eiruvin 13b
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A favorite saying of Abaye was. A man should always be subtle in the fear of heaven. A
soft answer turneth away wrath , and one should aways strive to be on the best terms
with his brethren and his relatives and with all men and even with the heathen in the
street, in order that he may be beloved above and well-liked below and be acceptable to
hisfellow creatures. Berachos 17a
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It iswritten in Ben Sira, ‘| have weighed all thingsin the scale of the balance and found
nothing lighter than bran; lighter than bran is a son-in-law who lives in the house of his
father-in-law; lighter than [such] ason-in-law is aguest [who] bringsin [with him
another] guest; and lighter than such aguest [is hewho] replies before he hears [the
question], for it iswritten (Proverbs 18:13),"  Hethat giveth an answer before he
heareth, it isfolly and a source of shame unto him." Bava Basra 98b
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There are seven traits characteristic of an uncultivated person, and seven in alearned
person: A learned person speaks not before one who is greater than he in wisdom or
years, hedoes not interrupt thewords of hisfellow ; heisnot hasty to answer; he asks
in accordance with the subject-matter, and he answers accurately; he speaks of the first
point first and of the last point last; concerning that which he has not heard, he says: |
have not heard; and he acknowledgesthetruth. Thereverse are characteristic of an
uncultivated person. Avos5:7
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Ben Zomasaid: who is he that is wise: He who learns from every man, asit is said: From
all who taught me have | gained understanding (Psalms 119:99). Avos4:1

E ELUCIDATEMECHILTA MISHPATIM

NIMRIY HRAWS 33 DR 9327 IR RITW DY AR 0D DUUDWAT A9KRI ,IMIN RIPY 23
X2 0°7127) 12 TIbn 1w Ty ¥271 whwI maw 1Im ,NNR OYD ROX D PR L,OTON
TPIW 9137 501003 MW 17 TINDN L PNW KDY 1IN 9190 5w 012 DR 7R (0°
AR 7°IVD LTI APWwS 07700 00V 931 DUWBWHR PRI 1P TIbn YT XD
DVDWN PRTIT OM — DPWVBWM PRYAW? °37T XN .NYT? MR DR (77:7 ©°127)

X WD

Rabbi Akiva said: Why was the phrase, "These are the statutes that you shall place before
them," stated in the Torah? Because it is stated, " Speak unto the children of Israel and say
unto them." From this phrase [alone] | would only assume that it be said (by Moshe) only
once. From what source do we know that it should be repeated twice, three times, or four
times, until they have been taught? For this reason Scripture (Deuteronomy 31:19)
teaches us, "And teach the children of Israel.” From that phrase [aloneg] | would assume
that it be taught but not repeated. For this reason we are taught (ibid.), "Placeit in their
mouths.” From that phrase [alone] | would assume that it be repeated but they may not be
required to really know [and understand] it. For this reason Scripture teaches us, "These
are the statutes that you shall place beforethem.” Arrangeit for them like a set table.
Thisissimilar to what is stated, "You have been  shown in order to know."  Mechilta
Mishpatim
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Who iswise? He who discerns what is about to come to pass. Tamid 32a
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Said Rabbi Akivato Rabbi Shimon, "If you wish to be strangled, be hanged on alarge
tree" Pesachim 112a
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If you wish to be strangled , This means that you want to say something that will be
heard by people and they will accept it fromyou. be hanged on alargetree. Sayitinthe
name of a great person. Rashi's Commentary
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When he saw two people who had a falling out, Aaron would go to one of them and say:
My son, did you see what your friend is doing? He is pounding his heart and tearing his
clothes and is saying, "How can | lift up my eyes and look at my friend. I'm so
embarrassed. For itis| whoisat fault." He (Aaron) kept sitting there until the anger |eft
the person's heart. He would then go to the other one and say: My son, did you see what
your friend is doing? Heis pounding his heart and tearing his clothes and is saying, "How
can | lift up my eyes and look at my friend. I'm so embarrassed. For itis| whoisat

fault." He (Aaron) kept sitting there until the anger left the (other) person’s heart. When
the two would meet each other they would inevitably hug and kiss each other. Avos
D'Rabbi Nassan 12:3
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Whilst [they were thus conversing] two [men] passed by and [Elijah] remarked: These
two have a share in the world to come. R. Beroka then approached and asked them: What
isyour occupation? They replied: We are jesters, when we see men depressed we cheer
them up; further more when we see two people quarreling we strive hard to make
peace between them. Taanis 22a
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Rava said: He who forgoes his right [to exact punishment] isforgiven all hisiniquities, as
it says: Forgiving iniquity and passing by transgression. Who is forgiven iniquity? One
who passes by transgression [against himself]. R. Huna the son of R. Y ehoshua was once
ill. R. Papawent to inquire about him. He saw that he was very ill and said to those
present: Make ready provisions for his [everlasting] journey. Eventually, however, he [R.
Huna] recovered, and R. Papa felt ashamed to see him. He said to him: What did you see
[in your illness]? He replied: It was indeed as you thought, but the Holy One, blessed be
He, said to them [the angels]: Because he does not insist upon his rights, do not be
particular with him, asit says: Forgiving iniquity and passing by transgression. Who is
forgiven iniquity? He who passes by transgression. Rosh HaShanah 17a



