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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Inthe aftermath of the Revolt, who risked hislife so
that smicha would not become extinct?

2. Which Rabbis received smicha at the time?

3. Which martyr was burned to death together with aSefer
Torah?

4.  Which Babylonian Rabbi was most involved in the
setting of the Jewish calendar during the post Betar
period?

5. Describe how Palestine regained its central position in
setting the Jewish calendar.

This and much more will be addressed in the third lecture of this
series: "Renaissance”.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
In mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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RENAISSANCE

l. The Aftermath of Betar
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When Rabbi Akivawaskilled in Caesaria the news reached Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava
and Rabbi Chananiaben Teradion. They stood up and bound their loins with sack cloth
and tore their clothing and said: Our brothers, listen! Rabbi Akivawas not killed because
of thievery or because he didn't toil in Torah with all his might. He was only killed to be
asign [to us of the approaching doom], asit is stated: Thus Ezekiel isunto you asign,
according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye shall know that |
am the L-rd G-d. (Ezekial 24:24) In ashort period of time there won't be an areain Israel
where corpses won't be thrown, asit is stated: Thus saith the L-rd, Even the carcasses of
men shall fall as dung upon the open field. . . (Jeremiah 9:21) They said that [the
prophecy was fulfilled and] in a short period of time an extreme hunger came and
agitated the world. Within twelve months there weren't any men of wealth left in Judea.
Meseches Semachos Chap. 8
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Our Rabbis taught: When Rabbi Eleazar ben Perata and Rabbi Chanina ben Teradion
were arrested, Rabbi Eleazar ben Perata said to Rabbi Chanina ben Teradion: Happy art
thou that thou hast been arrested on one charge; woe is me, for | am arrested on five
charges. Rabbi Chaninareplied: Happy art thou, who hast been arrested on five charges,
but wilt be rescued; woe is me who, though having been arrested on one charge, will not
be rescued; for thou hast occupied thyself with [the study of] the Torah as well aswith
acts of benevolence, whereas | occupied myself with Torah alone.

This accords with the opinion of Rav Huna. For Rav Huna said: He who only occupies
himself with the study of the Torah isasif he had no G-d, for it issaid: "Now for long
seasons Israel was without the true G-d." (Chronicles 1l 15:3) What is meant by ‘'without
the true G-d'? - It means that he who only occupies himself with the study of the Torah is
asif hehad no G-d.

But did he not occupy himself with acts of benevolence? Surely it has been taught:
Rabbi Eliezer ben Y aakov says. One should not put his money into a charity-bag, unless
it is supervised by alearned man such as Rabbi Chanina ben Teradion! - He was indeed
very trustworthy, but he did not practice benevolence.

But has it not been taught: He said to him [Rabbi Y osal ben Kisma]: | mistook Purim
money for ordinary charity money, so | distributed [of my own] to the poor! - He did
indeed practice charity, but not as much as he might have done. Avodah Zarah 17b
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When they brought up Rabbi Eleazar ben Perata [for histrial] they asked him, "Why have
you been studying [the Torah] and why have you been stealing?' He answered, "If oneis
ascholar heis not arobber, if arobber he isnot a scholar, and as| am not the one | am
neither the other." "Why then," they rejoined, "are you titled Master?' "1," replied he,
"am aMaster of Weavers." Then they brought him two coils and asked, "Which isfor
the warp and which for the woof?' A miracle occurred and a female-bee came and sat on
the warp and a male-bee came and sat on the woof. Then they asked him, "Why did you
not go to the Meeting-House?' Hereplied, "I have been old and feared lest | be trampled
under your feet." "And how many old people have been trampled till now?"' he was
asked. A miracle [again] happened; for on that very day an old man had been trampled.
"And why did you let your slave go free?' He replied, "No such thing ever happened.”
One of them was rising to give evidence against him, when Eliyohu came disguised as
one of the dignitaries of Rome and said to that man: As miracles were worked for himin
all the other matters, amiracle will also happen in this one, and you will only be shown
up as bad natured. He, however, disregarded him and stood up to address them, when a
written communication from important members of the government had to be sent to the
Emperor and it was dispatched by that man. [On the road] Eliyohu came and hurled him
adistance of four hundred "parasangs.” So that he went and did not return. Avodah
Zarah 17b
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Then they brought up Rabbi Chanina ben Teradion and asked him, "Why hast thou
occupied thyself with the Torah?' Hereplied, "Thus the L-rd my G-d commanded me."
At once they sentenced him to be burnt, hiswife to be slain, and his daughter to be
consigned to a brothel.
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The punishment of being burnt came upon him because he pronounced the Name in its
full spelling. But how could he do so? Have we not learnt: The following have no
portion in the world to come: He who says that the Torah is not from Heaven, or that the
resurrection of the dead is not taught in the Torah. Abba Saul says: Also he who
pronounces the Name in its full spelling - Hedid it in the course of practicing, as we have
learnt: "Thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations," but thou
mayest learn [about them] in order to understand and to teach. Why then was he
punished? - Because he was pronouncing the Name in public. His wife was punished by
being slain, because she did not prevent him [from doing it]. From thisit was deduced:
Any one who has the power to prevent [one from doing wrong] and does not prevent, is
punished for him. His daughter was consigned to a brothel, for Rabbi Y ochanan related
that once that daughter of his was walking in front of some great men of Rome who
remarked, "How beautiful are the steps of this maiden!" Whereupon she took particular
care of her step. Which confirms the following words of Rabbi Shimeon ben Lakish:
What is the meaning of the verse, "The inequity of my heel compasseth me about.”
(Psalms 49:6)? - Sins which one treads under hedl in this world compass him about on the
Day of Judgment.

As the three of them went out [from the tribunal] they declared their submission to [the
Divine] righteous judgment. He quoted, "The Rock, Hiswork is perfect, for all Hisways
arejustice." (Deuteronomy 32:4) Hiswife continued: "A G-d of faithfulness and without
inequity, just and right isHe," (Ibid) and the daughter quoted: "Great in counsel and
mighty in work, whose eyes are open upon al the ways of the sons of men, to give
everyone according to his ways, and according to the fruit of hisdoing.” (Jeremiah 32:19)
Said Raba: How great were these righteous ones, in that the three Scriptural passages,
expressing submission to Divinejustice, readily occurred to them just at the appropriate
time for the declaration of such submission. Avodah Zarah 18a
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Our Rabbis taught: When Rabbi Y osel ben Kismawasill, Rabbi Chanina ben Teradion
went to visit him. He said to him, "Brother Chanina, knowest thou not that it is Heaven
that has ordained this [Roman] nation to reign? For though she laid waste His House,
burnt His Temple, slew His pious ones and caused His best ones to perish, still is she
firmly established! Yet, | have heard about thee that thou sittest and occupiest thyself
with the Torah, dost publicly gather assemblies, and keepest a scroll [of the Law] in thy
bosom! He replied, "Heaven will show mercy,” - "I," he remonstrated, "am telling thee
plain facts, and thou sayest, 'Heaven will show mercy'! 1t will surprise meif they do not
burn both thee and the scroll of the Law with fire." "Rabbi," said the other, "How do |
stand with regard to the world to come?' - "Is there any particular act that thou hast
done?' he enquired. Hereplied, "l once mistook Purim-money for ordinary
charitymoney, and | distributed [of my own] to the poor.” "Well then," said he, "would
that thy portion were my portion and thy lot my lot." Avodah Zarah 18a
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It was said that within but few days Rabbi Y osel ben Kismadied and all the great men of
Rome went to his burial and made great lamentations for him. On their return, they
found Rabbi Chanina ben Teradion sitting and occupying himself with Torah, publicly
gathering assemblies, and keeping a scroll of the Law in hisbosom. Straightaway they
took hold of him, wrapped him in the scroll of the Law placed bundles of branches round
him and set them on fire. They then brought tufts of wool, which they had soaked in
water, and placed them over his heart, so that he should not expire quickly. His daughter
exclaimed, "Father, that | should see you in this state!" Hereplied, "If it were | alone
being burnt it would have been athing hard to bear; but now that I am burning together
with the scroll of the law, He who will have regard for the plight of the Torah will also
have regard for my plight.” Hisdisciples called out, "Rabbi, what seest thou?' He
answered them, "The parchments are being burnt but the |etters are soaring on high."
"Open then thy mouth" [said they] "so that the fire enter into thee." Hereplied, "Let Him
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who gave me [my soul] take it away, but no one should injure oneself.” The executioner
then said to him, "Rabbi if | raise the flame and take away the tufts of wool from over thy
heart, will thou cause me to enter into the life to come?' "Yes," he replied. "Then swear
unto me" [he urged]. He swore unto him. He thereupon raised the flame and removed
the tufts of wool from over his heart, and his soul departed speedily. The executioner
then jumped and threw himself into the fire. And aBas-Kol exclaimed: Rabbi Chanina
ben Teradion and the Executioner have been assigned to the world to come. When Rabbi
heard it he wept and said: One may acquire eternal life in asingle hour, another after
many years. Avodah Zarah 18a
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Rav Y ehudah said the following in the name of Rav: Verily that man, Rabbi Y ehudah
ben Bava by name, be remembered for good, for were it not for him the laws of fine
would have been forgotten in Israel? Forgotten! Surely, they could be studied? Nay,
they would have been abolished for the wicked Government of Rome issued a decree that
he who ordains a Rabbi shall be slain, likewise he who is ordained shall be put to death,
the town in which an ordination takes place shall be destroyed and the techum in which
the ordination is held shall be laid waste. What did Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava do? He
went and sat down between two mountains and between two large towns between two
techums (Shabbos boundaries), namely, between Usha and Shefar'am and there he
ordained five elders: Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi Y osel, Rabbi Shimeon and
Rabbi Eleazar ben Shammua (Rabbi Avia adds a'so Rabbi Nehemiah.) On seeing that
they were detected by the enemies, he said to them, "Flee, my children." but they said to
him, "And you, O Rabbi, what about you?' "I", he replied, "will lie still before them,
even asastone that is not turned." It was stated that the Romans did not move from there
until they drove three hundred iron spears into his body and made his corpse like asieve!
Avodah Zarah 8b
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"And shows kindness unto thousands [of generations] of those that love Me and keep My
commandments.” (Exodus 20:6) Rabbi Noson stated: ... Thisrefers to those that dwell in
the land of Israel and give up their livesin order to perform the commandments. "Why
are you going out to be killed?' "Because | circumcised my son." Why are you going out
to be burned [alive at the stake] 7' "Because | read the Torah." "Why are you going out to
be crucified?' "Because | ate matzah." "Why are you going out to be whipped?"
"Because | took alulav." MechiltaYisro Parsha 6

. The Remnant Returns
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Rabbi Yonain the name of Rabbi Chiyah bar Bo [said]: The following incident occurred.
Seven elders came to Bikaas Rimon in order to calculate and declare the intercalated
year. Who were they? Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi Y osei, Rabbi Shimeon, Rabbi
Nechemia, Rabbi Eliezer ben Y aakov, and Rabbi Y ochanon HaSandlar. Why did they
feel pressed to immediately begin calculations in Bikaas Rimon? It was based on the
following "drasha" (Scriptual alusion): Right after the verse, "Gods of molten metal shall
you not make for yourselves' (Exodus 34:17) isit written, "The feast of unleavened
bread shalt thou keep" (Ibid. 34:18) They said: Anyone who has the ability to caculate
and declare the intercalated year and doesn't do so is considered asif he had worshipped
apagan god. Talmud Yerushalmi Chagigah 3:1
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Oneisonly allowed to calculate and declare the intercalated year in Judea. If it was done
in Galileeit isconsidered valid. Rabbi Chanania of Ono testified that if one cannot
calculate and declare the intercalated year in Judea it is done in Galilee. It should not be
donein Galilee[if itispossible to be done in Judea] but if it wasdoneitisvalid. Oneis
not allowed to do it outside of Israel and if it wasdoneitisnot valid. Thisappliesonly if
there was a possibility of doing it in Israel. If, however, it is not possible then it should be
done outside of Isradl.

Jeremiah declared the intercalated year outside of Israel. Ezekiel declared the
intercalated year outside of Israel. Boruch declared the intercalated year outside of
Isragl. Chananiathe son of the brother of Rabbi Y ehoshua declared the intercalated year
outside of Israel. Rabbi (or the Rabbis) sent three letters to Rabbi Yitzchok and Rabbi
Noson. In one he wrote regarding the sanctity of Chanania. In one he wrote that the kids
which you left behind have become goats with horns. In the other he wrote: If you won't
accept upon yourself (the will of the Rabbis in Israel), then go out to the wilderness of
thistles and you slaughter (your own sacrifices) and Nichunion should sprinkle the blood.

They read the first letter and then the second letter. [When they read] the third they
wanted to disgrace the emissaries. They said to him: Y ou cannot because you have
aready honored us. Rabbi Yitzchok got up and read: It iswritten in the Torah, "These are
the appointed times of Chanania the son of the brother of Rabbi Y ehoshua." The people
said, "The appointed times of G-d." He replied to them: By us [who continue to declare
the intercalated year] the version that | read seems to apply. Rabbi Noson got up and
finished the discourse: [Y our Scriptures seem to contain the verse], "For from Babylon
the Torah shall go forth and the words of G-d from Nahar Pakud." They said to him:
[The versereads,] "For from Zion the Torah shall go forth and the words of G-d from
Jerusalem.” He replied to them: By us [who continue to declare the intercal ated year] the
version that | read seems to apply.
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He went to complain against them to Rabbi Y ehudah ben Basayrain Nesibis. Hetold
him: Follow them, follow them! Chananiareplied to him: Don't | know [the type of
scholars] that were left there [in Isragl]. Who is going to inform me that they became as
qualified as|. [Rabbi Y ehuda ben Basayrareplied:] Since you are in doubt, and they
claim that they are as qualified as you, we should listen to them. He got up and rode on a
horse to tell the populace to follow the calculations of the Sagesin Isragl. The areas
where he wasn't able to contact still followed the now discredited ruling of Chanania.
Talmud Yerushalmi Nedarim 6:8
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Rabbi Safrasaid: Rabbi Abbahu used to relate that when Chananiah the son of Rabbi

Y ehoshua's brother went down to the Diaspora, he began to intercalate the years and fix
new moons outside Palestine. So they (the Beth Din) sent after him two scholars, Rabbi
Y osei ben Kippar and the grandson of Rabbi Zechariah ben Kevutal. When he saw them,
he said to them: Why have you come? They replied: We have come to learn Torah from
you. He thereupon proclaimed: These men are among the most eminent of the
generation. They and their ancestors have ministered in the Sanctuary as we have learnt:
Zechariah ben Kevutal said: Several times | read to him out of the book of Daniel. Soon
they began to declare clean what he declared unclean and to permit what he forbade.
Thereupon he proclaimed: These men are worthless, they are good for nothing. They
said to him: You have aready built and you cannot overthrow, you have made a fence
and you cannot break it down. He said to them: Why do you declare clean when |
declare unclean, why do you permit when | forbid? They replied: Becauseyou
intercalate years and fix new moons outside of Palestine. He said to them: Did not
Akiva son of Y oseph intercalate years and fix new moons outside of Palestine? They
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replied: Don't cite Rabbi Akiva, who left not his equal in the Land of Israel. He said to
them: | aso left not my equal inthe Land of Israel. They said to him: The kids which
you left behind have become goats with horns, and they have sent us to you bidding us,
"Go and tell him in our name. If helistens, well and good; if not, he will be
excommunicated. Tell aso our brethren in the Diaspora (not to listen to him). If they
listen to you, well and good; if not, let them go up to the mountain, let Achiabuild an
atar and let Chananiah play the harp, and let them all become renegades and say that
they have no portionin the G-d of Isragl." Straightway all the people broke out into
weeping and cried, "Heaven forbid, we have a portion in the G-d of Israel!" Why all this
to do? Becauseit says, "For out of Zion shall go forth the law and the word of the L-rd
from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:30) We can understand that if he declared clean they should
declare unclean, because this would be more stringent. But how was it possible that they
should declare clean what he declared unclean, seeing that it has been taught: If a Sage
has declared unclean, his colleague is not permitted to declare clean? They thought
proper to act thus so that the people should not be drawn after him. Berachos 63a-63b
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When the forced assimilation [brought about by Hadrian] eased, the Rabbis entered Usha.
Thisalist of those who entered: Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi Nechemia, Rabbi Meir, Rabbi

Y osel, Rabbi Shimeon ben Y ochai, Rabbi Eliezer the son of Rabbi Y osel HaGalilee, and
Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov. They sent to the elders of Galilee and said: Anyonewho is
[already] learned let him come and learn [more] and anyone who is not learned may come
and learn. They entered and studied and accomplished all they needed to do. When their
time to leave had come, they said: How can we depart from the place where we were
hosted without leaving something in return?! They afforded the honor [of speaking first]
to Rabbi Y ehudah. [They did this] because he was a native of the city and not because he
was greater than them in [the knowledge of] Torah. For the place of a person grants him
honor. Shir HaShirim Rabbah 2:5:3
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It happened once that Rabbi Meir went to create the intercalated year in Assia. M egillah
18b
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[1. Yavneh
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Now why is he ( Rabbi Y ehudah son of Rabbi I1ai) called the first speaker on all
occasions? For Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi Y osei, and Rabbi Shimeon were sitting and

Y ehudah a son of proselytes, was sitting near them. Rabbi Y ehudah commenced the
discussion by observing, "How fine are the works of this people. They have made
streets, they have built bridges, they have erected baths." Rabbi Y osei was silent. Rabbi
Shimeon bar Y ochai answered and said, "All what they made they made for themselves;
they built market places, to set harlots in them; baths, to rejuvenate themselves; bridges,
to levy tollsfor them." Now, Y ehudah the son of proselytes went and related their talk,
which reached the government. They decreed: Y ehudah, who exalted us shall be exalted
[and be given the privilege of always being the first speaker]; Y osal, who was silent shall
be exiled to Sepphoris; Shimeon, who censured, let him be executed. He and his son
went and hid themselves in the Beth Hamidrash. Shabbos 33b
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Our Rabbis have taught: When our teachers entered the vineyard at Y avneh, there were
among them Rabbi Y ehudah and Rabbi Y osei and Rabbi Nechemiah and Rabbi Eliezer
the son of Rabbi Y osei HaGalilee. Berachos 63b
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Rav Mattanah said: It isthe day when permission was granted for those killed at Betar to
be buried. Rabbi Mattanah further said: On the day when permission was granted for
those killed at Betar to be buried, the Rabbis at Y avneh instituted the recitation of the
benediction, "Who art kind and dealest kindly etc"; "Who art kind": Because their dead
bodies did not become putrid; "And dealest kindly": Because permission was granted for
their burial. Taanis 31a



