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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Who was Avicebron and what did he write?
2. How did R. Shiomo ibn Gabirol's die?

3.  Which great poet was adisciple of R. Yitzchak ibn
Gias? What was his principle work?

4. How did R. Yehudah Halevi earn alivelihood?
5.  What was hismost significant creation?

This and much more will be addressed in the third lecture
of thisseries. "Rav Y ehudah HalL evi and the Golden Age
of Poetry and Philosophy".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series VI Lecture #3

RAV YEHUDAH HALEVI AND THE GOLDEN AGE OF POETRY & PHILOSOPHY
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

l. Rav Moshe HaKohen ibn Gikatilia
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Rabbi Merinusibn Janach completed all that Rav Y ehudah bar David [ibn Hayuj] had
begun. In addition there was Rav Moshe HaK ohen [ben Shmuel] ibn Gikatilia and many
others. Raavad - Sefer HaKabbalah
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Amongst the elders of the Holy tongue was Rav Moshe HaK ohen [ben Shmuel], who was
called ibn Gikatilia, from the city of Cordova. He clarified the [existing works on]
Hebrew grammar and also made his own [significant] discoveries and contributions to the
fiedd. Heauthored awork titled "Zecharim U'Nikaivos". Sefer Moznaim - Rav
Avraham ibn Ezra
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R. Moshe HaK ohen said that a"treifd" [a kosher animal mortally wounded by the attack
of acarnivore] is more difficult to eat than a"neveila" [an animal that died without being
properly slaughtered]. Thisis because an animal of prey can inject into itsvictim
something akin to a poison which will have a harmful effect on humans. That is why,
unlike "neveila’, the Torah did not allow a"treifa" to be given to a"ger toshav" or to be
sold to anon-Jew. Commentary of Rav Avraham ibn Ezra to Shemos 22:30
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... Similarly Rav Moshe HaK ohen said that the verse: Also in the day of your gladness,
and in your appointed days, and in the beginnings of your months, you shall blow with
the trumpets over your burnt offerings . . . (BaMidbar 10:10) isreferring [solely] to the
month of Nisan which isthe beginning of theyear.  We, however, will not forsake the
words of his Masters on the basis of our own logic. For they have said that it is required
to blow the trumpets on the beginning of every month. ... Commentary of Rav
Avraham ibn Ezrato Shemos 12:2

Il. Rav Y ehudah ibn Balaam
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Amongst the elders of the Holy tongue was Rav Y ehudah, called ben Balaam. He was a
Sefardi (Spanish Jew), from the city of Toledo. He compiled [several] small works.
Sefer Moznaim - Rav Avraham ibn Ezra
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[Rav Y ehudaibn Balaam] was from the most discerning of the Biblical commentators.
Rambam in hisLetters 9:4
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O my soul, do not comeinto their council; to their assembly, let my honor not be
united. (Genesis49:6) R. Moshe HaK ohen, of blessed memory, explained that the word
"honor" isto be understood to mean "soul". There are many parallels of thistype in the
book of Psalms, and he explained it well. . . . Rabbi Y ehudah ben Balaam HaSefardi,
however, explained that the word "honor" refersto the body, [not the soul]. . . . And | say
that Rabbi Yehudahisinerror. . .. Commentary of Rav Avraham ibn Ezrato
Beraishis49:6

1. Rabbi Shlomo ibn Gabirol
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| am the poet, and the poem ismy slave. | am the harp for all the poemsto play. My
poems are a crown unto kings, and turbans on the heads of viziers. Behold | am [only]
sixteen years old, yet | have the intelligence of someone [already] eighty. R. Shlomoibn
Gabirol - Introduction to his" Azharos"
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Among the elders of the Holy tongue was Rabbi Shlomo ibn Gabirol from the city of
Malaga. He wove a metered poetic work, beyond worth, made up of four hundred
stanzas. Sefer Moznaim - Rav Avraham ibn Ezra
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[R. Sholomo ibn Gabirol] who shot up to the heights of poetry. No sweet singer has ever
before come like him and no one [of his stature] will ever come after him. They wanted
to study his poems [and copy them] but [their attempt to create] such powerful metaphors
and speech didn't reach unto his feet. Had he lived along life, he would have composed
an awesome and amazing work on the secrets of poetry. However, he was plucked while
still young and died with [all] the freshness of [his] youth. He was only twenty nine when
his lamp dimmed and never reached the age of thirty. Rav Yehudah al Charizi -
Tachkemoni
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Rav Saadyah Gaon said that since it is evident that only a human has speech and
intelligence, we have to say that the Serpent and the donkey [of Bilaam] did not actually
speak but rather an angel spoke on their behalf. Rav Shmuel ben Chofni argued against
his position. Behold, Rav Shlomo HaSefar di, the master of metered poetry, and a great
wise man refuted Rav Shmuel's arguments. What seems correct in my eyesisthat the
story isto be taken literaly. The Serpent spoke and walked upright. He who placed
intelligence in man placed intelligencein [the Serpent]. Commentary of R. Avraham
ibn Ezra Genesis 3:1
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Rav Shlomo HaSefardi said that the ladder [in Jacob's dream] is a hint to the higher
soul. Commentary of R. Avraham ibn Ezra Genesis 28:12
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The heavy clouds of heaven lowed like oxen, for the winter was scowling with rage.
They were like ship-masts driven on by atempest, like captains sounding their hornsin
alarm. Then the face of heaven was darkened by fog, and the morning-stars stammered
out their light. The sun bore the clouds on its wings over the earth, and when they burst,
the face of the earth burst open. How still they stood, how heavily they faced the earth,
where once they were swift and flew like eagles! The wind beat the plates of rain, cut the
cloud into strips which reached down to the abyss. The cloud and its battalions leveled
the earth's ridges, prepared its furrows for sowing. Then the harvest of the hills, hidden
away, like a secret known to one man but not disclosed to the many, was revealed. All
winter long its clouds wept until the trees of the field, which had been dead, lived again.
R. Shlomoibn Gabirol
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Y our wisdom isto heal bodies, mineisto heal souls. R. Shlomo Gabirol to R. Yona
ibn Janach
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He refined the character of his soul and trained and shaped his natural inclinations. He
removed his baser instincts and prepared his soul for higher matters, for he had purified it
from the malady of desires.R. Mosheibn Ezra - ShirasYisrael
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Before | was, Y our enduring love came to me, O Y ou who make being out of
nothingness, and Y ou created me. Who was it that designed my form? Who cast my
body into a crucible and then made it congeal? Who was it that breathed into me the
breath of life? Who opened the belly of Sheol and brought me forth? Who has been my
guide from boyhood to this day? Who taught me wisdom and showed me wonders? Yes,
| am like clay in Your hands. Truly, it was Y ou, not |, that made me. And so | shall
confessmy guilt; nor shall | say, "It was the serpent who conspired to deceive me." How
could | ever conceal my sin from You? Even before | was, Y our enduring love came to
me! R. Shlomoibn Gabirol
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V. R. Mosheibn Ezra
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The poems of R. Moshe ibn Ezrafind more favor in the eyes of the poets than those of
the others because of his use of metaphor and his pleasant craftsmanship. Only his poems
can be said to be pure, whereas the poems of others are full of dross. His are from the
most beautiful creations. Rav Yehudah al Charizi - Tachkemoni
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Over six thousand stanzas of my poetry can be found within the community. They cover
awide range of subjects and purposes. They are extremely varied in their color and tone
just as people are. They change according to the times. . . . In my youth, in the dawn of
my life, | valued [my creative talents in] poetry as a special quality with which to exult.
In my opinion, the poems [that | made] were worthy of publicizing and perpetuating my
memory. Subsequently, however, | abandoned poetry as a deer abandons its shadow, for |
became eager to spend my time with more worthy endeavors. R.Mosheibn Ezra -
ShirasYisrael
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From Rabbi Mosheibn Ezra, "HaSalach" [the famed writer of Selichos], we also possess
asmall work called "Arugas HaBosem". He follows to a great extent in the footsteps of
the [Greek] philosophers. Rav Y edayah HaPenini
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The garden put on a coat of many colors, and its grass garments were like robes of
brocade. All the trees dressed in checkered tunics and showed their wonders to every
eye. The new blossoms all came forth in honor of Time renewed, came gaily to welcome
him. But at their head advanced the rose, king of them all, for his throne was set on high.
He came out from among the guard of leaves and cast aside his prison-clothes. Whoever
does not drink his wine upon the rose-bed - that man will surely bear his guilt! R. Moshe
Ibn Ezra
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My thoughts rouse me to behold Y ou; they show Y our fearsome deeds to my heart's eye;
they teach meto recite Y our wonders - when | look up at Y our heavens, the work of
Y our fingers.

The heavenly spheres move in their course, turning like a potter's whesl, telling Y our
glory without lips. And the earth isfixed inthe centre, suspended from the cords of
Your love.

The sun hastensto its place to rise again; it bestows some of its light on the moon; the
dome of heaven is spread out like atent, with stars upon it like a flowering garden - all to
display Y our fathomless thoughts.

Is G-d'slove gone forever? |sthe word of comfort and support so far from us? Isthere
no healer, no balm in Gilead, to strengthen the heart of afaltering child who knocks at
the gates of Y our compassion? R. Mosheibn Ezra

V. Rabbi Y ehudah Hal evi
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How does a pleasant son, young of age, manage to carry such mountains of intellect on
hisback. R.Mosheibn Ezra
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The poems of Rav Y ehudah hal evi are an ornament of grace [which adorn] the head of
[the body] of wisdom and form [a necklace of] ruby and topaz for its neck. Heisfor the
house of poetry the right pillar, who sitsin the council of wisdom. He came to the store
house of poetry and looted its house of treasures and took away al of its most precious
vessels. Heleft and locked the door behind him. . .. The poetslift up [and sing] his
words and kiss his pearls. For in the craft of poetry, hislanguage is most clear and
flowing . . .In the tent of poetry were the lofty gates lifted up for him [to let him enter],
for there unto him did G-d reveal Himself . Rav Yehudah al Charizi - Tachkemoni
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Not on my own healing do | rely, only unto Y our healing do | hope. Rabbi Yehudah
Hal evi
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He who desires to purify his soul and thoughts will find that the involvement with love
poems will cause him harm. Rabbi Yehudah HalL evi - Sefer HaKuzari
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The day of rest cannot be forgotten, its memory is like a satisfying aroma. On it the dove
found rest, there shall rest those that are weary. Rabbi Yehudah HaL evi
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O dleeper, whose heart is awake, burning and raging, now wake and go forth, and walk in
the light of My presence. Rise, andrideon! A star has come forth for you, and he who
haslainin the pit will go up to thetop of Sinai. Let them not exult, those who say, "Zion
isdesolate!" - for My heart isin Zion and My eyes arethere. | reveal Myself and |
conceal Myself, now | rage, now | consent - but who has more compassion than | have
for My children? R. Yehudah Halevi
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| am running towards the fountain of true life; therefore, | spurn the life of lies and trifles.
To look at the face of my King - that ismy only wish. Nonebut Him do | fear and
venerate. If only | could see Himinadream! Oh, | would sleep forever and never wake
up. If I could see Hisfaceinside my heart, my eyeswould no more wish to look outside.
Rabbi Yehudah HalL evi
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My heart isin the East and | am at the edge of the West. Then how can | taste what | eat,
how can | enjoy it? How can | fulfil my vows and pledges while Zion isin the domain of
Edom, and | am in the bonds of Arabia? It would be easy for me to leave behind all the
good things of Spain; it would be glorious to see the dust of the ruined Shrine.

Rabbi Yehudah Halevi
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O Zion, will you not ask how your captives are - the exiles who seek your welfare, who
are the remnant of your flocks? From west and east, north and south, from every side,
accept the greetings of those near and far, and the blessings of this captive of desire, who
sheds his tears like the dew of Hermon and longs to have them fall upon your hills. | am
like ajackal when | weep for your affliction; but when | dream of your exiles' return, |
am alute for your songs. R.Yehudah Halevi
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V1. HaKuzari
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Rabbi Y ehudah Hal_evi exults in themes of philosophy and science in his marvelous
panegyrics and piyutim (liturgical poetry). Also in hiswork, HaKuzri, asit has been told
to us, he put in atremendous effort and went to great lengths to analyze and to explain
the secrets of the Torah and prophecy in away that resolves the conflict of religious faith
and reason. He does thisin a manner that is more effective than those [writers and
thinkers] that have preceeded him. Rav Y edayah HaPenini
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The wisdom of the Greeks should not seduce you, for it has no fruit, only flowers.
Listen to the confused words of its pundits built upon emptiness and obscurity. Rabbi
Y ehudah Halevi
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[The king of the Khazarg] invited a Jewish Rabbi and asked him about hisbelief. The
Rabbi replied, "I believe in the G-d of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, who led the children of
Israel out of Egypt with signs, miracles and tests; who fed them in the desert and gave
them the land, after having made them traverse the sea and the Jordan in a miraculous
way; who sent Moses with His Torah, and subsequently thousands of prophets, who
warned them to follow His Torah and gave them promises of goodly reward to the
observant, and threats of terrible punishment to the disobedient. We believein al that is
written in the Torah - avery large domain.” "I had not intended to ask any Jew, because |
am aware of their reduced condition and narrow-minded views, as their misery left them
nothing commendable. Now shouldn't you, O Jew, have said that you believein the
Creator of the world, its Governor and Guide, and in Him who created and preserved
you, and such attributes which serve evidence for every believer, and for the sake of
which He pursues justice in order to resemble the Creator in His wisdom and justice?’
[The Rabbi replied,] "That which you express isreligion based on speculation and
system, the research of thought, but open to many doubts.  Now ask the philosophers,
and you will find that they do not agree on one action or oneprinciple,  since some
doctrines can be established by arguments, which are only partially satisfactory, and still
much less capable of being proved. [Whereas the religion of the Jews is based on
personal historical experience.]. .. For thewhole of Israel . . . knew these things, first
from personal experience, and afterwards through uninterrupted tradition, which is
equal totheformer." Rav Yehudah HalL evi - Sefer HaKuzari | 11-13,25




