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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Describethe circumstances of Rabbi Y ochanon's birth.
2. Who were Rabbi Y ochanon's teachers?

3. Describe the relationship of Rabbi Y ochanon and Rabbi
Y ehudah HaNasi 111.

4.  Why did Rabbi Y ochanon leave Seforisfor Tiberias?

5. Describethe circumstances of the death of Rabbi
Y ochanon.

This and much more will be addressed in the third lecture of this
series; "The Brilliance of Tiberias'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series|V Lecture #3
THE BRILLIANCE OF TIBERIAS

The Early Years of Rabbi Y ochanan
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There was a woman with child who had smelled [a dish]. People came before Rabbi
[questioning him what should be done]. He said to them: Go and whisper to her that it is
the Day of Atonement. They whispered to her and she accepted the whispered
suggestion, whereupon he [Rabbi] cited about her the verse: Before | formed thee in the
belly | knew thee. From her came forth R. Y ochanan. Y oma 82b
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Rabbi Y ochanon said, "I recognize the women who accompanied my mother at birth."
Yerushalmi Kesubos 5:6
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R. Yochanan's father died when his mother conceived him, and his mother died when she
bore him. Kiddushin 31b
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Rabbi Y ochanan said: | was riding on the shoulders of my grandfather as| heard the
voice of Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar who was sitting and teaching the following: . ..
Yerushalmi Maasros 1:2
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R. Yochanan said: | am the only one remaining of Jerusalem's men of outstanding beauty.
He who desires to see R. Y ochanan's beauty, let him take asilver goblet as it emerges
from the crucible, fill it with the seeds of red pomegranate, encircleits brim with a
chaplet of red roses, and set it between the sun and the shade: its lustrous glow is akin to
R. Yochanan's beauty. Bava Metzia 84a
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R. Y ochanan was once ascending a staircase, R. Ammi and R. Assi supporting him, when
the staircase collapsed under him. He himself climbed up and brought them up with him.
Said the Rabbisto him, ‘Since [your strength is] such, why do you require support?
‘Otherwise,” hereplied, ‘What [strength] will | reserve for the time of my old age?
Kesubos 62a

1. Rabbi Y ehudah HaNasi
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There were two disciples who sat before Hillel, one of whom was R. Y ochanan b.
Zakkai-others state, before Rabbi, and one of them was R. Y ochanan: One said, Why
must we vintage [grapes] in cleanness, yet need not gather [olives] in cleanness? While
the other said: Why must we vintage in cleanness, yet may gather [olives] in
uncleanness? | am certain that the latter will be an authorized teacher in Israel, he
observed; and it did not take long before he was an authorized teacher in Israel.
Pesachim 3b
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Resh Lakish retorted, ‘Who is this Rav? Who is this Rav? | know him not’. Said R.

Y ochanan to him, ‘Do you not remember that disciple who attended the lectures of the
Great Rabbi and of R. Hiyya, and, by G-d! all the years during which that disciple sat
before his teachers | remained standing! And in what [do you think] he excelled? He
excelled in everything!” Chullin 54a
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He [R. Y ochanan] then enquired, ‘Who is the head of the Academy in Babylon? ‘Abba
Arika’ hereplied. ‘And you simply call him Abba Arikal’ said [R. Yochanan]. ‘|
remember when | was sitting before Rabbi, seventeen rows behind Rav, seeing sparks of
fire leaping from the mouth of Rabbi into the mouth of Rav and from the mouth of Rav
into the mouth of Rabbi, and | could not understand what they were saying; and you
simply call him AbbaArika!l’ Chulin 137b
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Rabbi Y ochanan and Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish jointly said: We merited to know Torah
only because we saw the fingers of Rabbi [Y ehudah HaNasi] that protruded from his
robes. Yerushalmi Baitza 5:2

1. Disciple of Rabbi's Disciples
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R. Y ochanan stated: | spent eighteen days at R. Oshaia Beribi and learned from him only
one word in our Mishnah, viz., that ‘How are the Sabbath boundaries of towns extended’
isto be read as me'aberin with an aleph. But, surely, thisis not correct. For did not R.

Y ochanan state, ‘ R. Oshaia Beribi had twelve disciples and | spent eighteen days among
them and gained a knowledge of every one'sintellectua powers and of every one's
wisdom? Now, isit likely that he gained a knowledge of every one'sintellectual powers
and of every one's wisdom and yet did not learn any Gemara? — If you like | may reply:
He may have learnt much from them, but from him he did not learn [more than the one
word]. And if you prefer I might reply: He meant to say that in our Mishnah he learned
only one word. R. Y ochanan further stated: When we were studying Torah at R. Oshaids
four of usused to sit in the space of one cubit. Eiruvin 53a
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For thirteen years did R. Y ochanan visit R. Oshaia even though he didn't need to come to
him for Torah knowledge but rather to honor Rabbi Oshaia. Talmud Y erushalmi
Eiruvin5:1
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Rabbi Chanina was walking with the support of Rabbi Chiyah bar Abbain Seforis. He
saw al the people running. He (R. Chanina) asked him, "Why are al the people
running?' He replied, "Rabbi Y ochanan is sitting and expounding in the Study Hall of
Rabbi Banayah and all of the people are running to listen to him." R. Chanina [then] said,
"Blessed isthe Merciful Onethat | was able to see them all running to him whilel am
still alive. | taught him al of the Agadata with the exception of Mishlei and Koheles.
Talmud Yerushalmi Horyos 3:4
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When they told R. Y ochanan. ‘ The soul of R. Chanina has goneto rest’, he rent on
account of him thirteen robes of Milesian wool and said: ‘ Gone is the man before whom |
trembled’! Moed Katan 24a

C.
X2 ,°37 7301 27 D MR LI92%2 1°0DIN PWITR PR M3 1301 779202 R R
:3¥ NN 7NN RN21397 NAOWM 9 ,XOOM T2 *RPTT IRD 'R :27K . .. 297 X% 1IDIwn

R. Yanna said: A vote wastaken at the college and it was decided that betrothal with a
sigter-in-law has no validity. Said R. Y ochanan to him: O Master, is not this [law
contained in] aMishnah?. .. The other replied: Had | not lifted up the sherd, would you
have found the pearl beneath it? Yevomos 92b
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Hezekiah asked: ‘What is the ruling where one made a hole of the size of an olive and
stopped it up and then made another hole of the size of an olive and stopped it up [and so
on] until one completed [a hole] of the size of a pomegranate? R. Y ochanan replied:
Master, you have taught us. .. Concerning him Hezekiah made the following remark:
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‘This[scholar] isno [ordinary] man’ [or as] some say: ‘ Such [a scholar] is[the true type
of] man’. Eiruvin 24a

IV.  Yearsof Hardship
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Rabbi Y ochanan was walking up from Tiberias to Seforis with the support of Rabbi
Chiyabar Aba. Asthey reached acertain field, Rabbi Y ochanan said: Thisfield used to
belong to me, but | sold it so that | would be able to study Torah. Asthey reached a
certain vineyard, Rabbi Y ochanan said: This vineyard used to belong to me, but | sold it
so that | would be able to study Torah. Asthey reached a certain olive orchard, Rabbi

Y ochanan said: This olive orchard used to belong to me, but | sold it so that | would be
ableto study Torah. Rabbi Chiya started to cry. He asked him, "What are you crying
for?' "I'm crying because you didn't leave anything over for your old age." " Chiyamy
son, isit considered insignificant in your eyes that | forsook something that was given in
Six days in order to acquire something that was given in forty days?' When Rabbi

Y ochanan died, his generation paraphrased the following verse in Shir HaShirim (8:7): If
aman would give al of the wealth of his house to entice one away from the love with
which Rabbi Y ochanan loved the Torah it would be utterly scorned. Midrash Shir
HaShirim Rabbah 8:7
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IIfaand R. Y ochanan studied together the Torah and they found themselvesin great want
and they said one to another, Let us go and engage in commerce so that of us may be
fulfilled the verse, Howbeit there shall be no need among you. They went and sat down
under a ruinous wall and while they were having their meal two ministering angels came
and R. Y ochanan overheard one saying to the other, Let us throw thiswall upon these
[people] and kill them, because they forsake life eternal and occupy themselves with life
tempora. The other [angel] replied: Leave them alone because one of them has still much
to achieve. R. Yochanan heard this but lIfadid not. Whereupon R. Y ochanan said to I1fa,
Master, have you heard anything? He replied: No. Thereupon R. Y ochanan said to
himself: Seeing that | heard this and Ilfa has not, it is evident that | am the one who still
has much to achieve. R. Y ochanan then said to IIfa: | will go back, that of me may be
fulfilled, For the poor shall never cease out of the land. Thereupon R. Y ochanan went
back but IlIfadid not. When [at last] IlIfareturned, R. Y ochanan was already presiding
over the Yeshiva. Taanis2la

V. Rabbhi Y ochanan and the House of the Nasi
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Rabbi Y anai and Rabbi Y ochanan were sitting as Rabbi Y ehudah [111] the Patriarch
entered and asked them, "What is the meaning of the verse: And every daughter who
inherits an inheritance from the tribes. . . " He (they) answered him, "The purpose of the
usage of theword tribesisto compare the tribe of the father to the tribe of the mother.
Just as she does not inherit from the father when thereisamale heir so too by the
mother." He (R. Y ehudah) asked, "Maybe we should derive the opposite. . . . " Rabbi

Y ochanan said to him (R. Yanai), "Let us depart. This man does not want to hear the
words of Torah." Talmud Yerushalmi Bava Basra 8:1
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Rabbi Y ochanan went up to visit Rabbi Y ehudah [111] the Patriarch . He came out to R.

Y ochanan in alinen tunic. He said to him, "Go back and put on your wool tunic because
of the verse: A king should appear in al his beauty." When he was about to leave, R.

Y ehudah said to him, "Give me some advice." He replied, "Send for Menachem Tama.
For it iswritten: And a Torah of grace was on her tongue.” Talmud Yerushalmi
Sanhedrin 2:6
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R. Yehudah [111] the Prince send to R. Ammi a message saying: Know that when R.
Y ochanan was aive he used to teach usthat . . . . Rosh HaShana 20a
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R. Simeon b. Lakish ate until his mind began to wander, and R. Y ochanan told the
household of the Nasi, and R. Y ehudah [111] the Prince send a band of men for him and
they brought him to his house. Berochos 44a
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What is the meaning of: He would utterly be contemned? (Song of Songs 8) — ‘Ulla
said: Not like Shimeon the brother of Azariah nor like R. Y ochanan of the Prince's house
but like Hillel and Shebna. When R. Dimi came he related that Hillel and Shebna were
brothers; Hillel engaged in [study of] Torah and Shebna was occupied in business.
Eventually [ Shebna] said to him, * Come, |et us become partners and divide [the profits]’.
A Bath Kol issued forth and proclaimed: If a man would give al the substance of his
house etc. Sota 21a

VI. The Yeshivaof Tiberias
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Rabbi Chanina[bar Sisi] ruled in Seforis regarding the plants of mustard [in the Shmita
year] and regarding an egg born on Y om Tov according to the opinion of Rabbi

Y ehudah. Rabbi Y ochanan went up and expounded in public according to the opinions of
the Rabbis [who disagree with Rabbi Y ehudah]. Rabbi Aba bar Zamina in the name of
Rabbi Y otzodok said: Because of these two things Rabbi Y ochanan went down from
Seforisto Tiberias. He said: What is the elder Rabbi bringing to me? What | permit he
forbids and what | forbid he permits. Talmud Y erushalmi Baitza 1:1
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[Rabbi Y ochanan] saw Rabbi Chaninabar Sisi chopping wood. He said to him: it isn't
befitting [for a man of your stature]. He replied: What should | do. Thereis no oneto
serve me. He said to him: If you didn't have someone to serve you [and do your work for
you] you shouldn't have taken the position [of judge]. Sanhedrin 2:6
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The Sanhedrin wandered to ten places of banishment, from the Chamber of Hewn Stone
to Hanuth, and from Hanuth to Jerusalem, and from Jerusalem to Y avneh, and from

Y avneh to Usha, and from Usha [back] to Yavneh, and from Y avneh [back] to Usha, and
from Ushato Shefar'am, and from Shefar'am to Beth She'arim, and from Beth Shelarim to
Sepphoris, and from Sepphoris to Tiberias. Rosh HaShanah 31
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[Rav said to Rav Cahana:] Go up to the Land of Israel but take it upon yourself that you
will not point out any difficulty to R. Y ochanan for the next seven years. Bava Kama
117a
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During the lifetime of Rav, R. Y ochanan used to address him thusin hisletters: Greetings
to our Master in Babylon! After Rav's death R. Y ochanan used to address Shmuel thus:
Greetings to our colleague in Babylon! Said Shmuel to himself, ‘Is there nothing in
which | am his master’ ? He thereupon sent [to R. Y ochanan] the calculations for the
intercalation of monthsfor sixty years. Said [R. Y ochanan], ‘He only knows mere
calculations . So he [Shmuel] wrote out and sent [R. Y ochanan] thirteen camel |oads of
guestions concerning doubtful cases of trefah. Said [R. Y ochanan], ‘It isclear that | have
aMaster in Babylon; | must go and see him'. So he said to a child, ‘ Tell me the [last]
verse you have learnt’. He answered: ‘Now Shmuel was dead’. Said [R. Y ochanan], ‘ This
means that Shmuel has died’. But it was not the case; Shmuel was not dead then, and
[this happened] only that R. Y ochanan should not trouble himself. Chullin 95b
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When [such cases] came before R Ammi, he said: ‘ Since R. Y ochanan has taught usin
the first cycle and again in the second [that] the halachah is according to R. Y osel, what
can | do? BavaBasra 168a

VIl. Rabbi Yochanan's Disciples
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R. Y ochanan, when they came to him again, said to them, *What can | do when one of
equal standing (Resh Lakish) differs from me? Kesubos 54b
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R. Eleazar, whenever he took leave of R. Yochanan: if R. Y ochanan wanted to leave, R.
Eleazar would stand on his place, the head bowed, until R. Y ochanan disappeared from
his sight but when R. Eleazar wished to take leave he would walk backwards until he
disappeared from the sight of R. Y ochanan. Y oma 53a
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It once happened in the house of R. Ammi that an earthenware plate had been used for
salting meat thereon and he broke it. Now let us see. Was not R. Ammi a disciple of R.

Y ochanan? Why then did he break [the plate]? Surely because he had heard the statement
from R. Y ochanan that whatsoever is salted is counted as hot. Chulin 111b
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R. Chiyab. Abba used to go over what he had learnt every thirty days with histeacher R.
Y ochanan. Berochos 38b
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R. Abbahu sitting in the presence of R. Y ochanan said in the name of Shmuel that this
ruling proved that he who occupied his neighbour's premises without an agreement with
him would have to pay him rent. And he [R. Y ochanan] kept silent. [R. Abbahu]
concluded that since he [R. Y ochanan] remained silent, he thus acknowledged his
agreement with thisinference. But in fact thiswas not so. He [R. Y ochanan] paid no
regard to thisview. Bava Kama 20b
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R. Assi did not go to the Beth Hamidrash. Meeting R. Zera, he asked him, ‘What has
been taught to-day in the Beth Hamidrash? ‘1 too did not go,” he replied: ‘but R. Avin
was present, and he told me that the entire group [of disciples] agreed with R.

Y ocohanan; and though Resh Lakish cried like a crane, "And when she is departed . . she
may be [another man'swife]," none heeded him.” ‘IsSR. Avin reliable? he asked him,
‘Yes,’ hereplied: ‘asfrom the seainto the frying pan!” Kiddushin 44a

G.
79I 2RIV ORM DR LTIV T MR TR X7 DIR ,WYOR 9T 7R 7IAK KaAR 027 DX
0

R. Abba then went and reported these decisions to R. Eleazar, and the latter went and
reported them to R. Y ochanan. R. Y ochanan asked: Wherein lies the difference? Chulin
19b

VIII. The Suffering of Rabbi Y ochanan
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R. Eleazar fell ill and R. Y ochanan went in to visit him. He noticed that he waslyingina
dark room, and he bared his arm and light radiated from it. Thereupon he noticed that R.
Eleazar was weeping, and he said to him: Why do you weep? Is it because you did not
study enough Torah? Surely we learnt: The one who sacrifices much and the one who
sacrifices little have the same merit, provided that the heart is directed to heaven. Isit
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perhaps lack of sustenance? Not everybody has the privilege to enjoy two tables. Isit
perhaps because of [the lack of] children? This isthe bone of my tenth son! — He replied
to him: | am weeping on account of this beauty that is going to rot in the earth. He said to
him: On that account you surely have a reason to weep; and they both wept. In the
meanwhile he said to him: Are your sufferings welcome to you? — He replied: Neither
they nor their reward. He said to him: Give me your hand, and he gave him his hand and
heraised him. Berachos 5b
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Rabbi Y ochanan suffered for three and a half years from stones. Rabbi Chanina came to
visit him. He asked him, "What is it that bothersyou?' Hereplied, "I have more
[suffering] than | can bear. He (R. Chaninad) then said to him, "Y ou shouldn't speak that
way. Rather say, 'The faithful G-d." When the pain would grip him he (R. Y ochanan)
would say: Thefaithful G-d. When it became unbearable, Rabbi Chanina visited him
[again]. He said something and it went away. Some time later, Rabbi Chanina himself
becameill. Rabbi Y ochanan came to visit him. He asked him, "What's bothering you?"
He answered, "How difficult is suffering [to bear]." "But," he (R. Y ochanan) replied,
"How great istheir reward!" He answered, "l neither want them nor their reward." He
asked him, "Why don't you say that thing that you said for me and the suffering went
away?' He answered, "When | was on the outside | was able to be a guarantor for others.
But when I'm in the inside, don't | need someone to be my guarantor?'  Shir HaShirim
Rabbah Chapter 2
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R. Johanan was troubled with scurvy [on hisgums]. Avodah Zarah 28a
IX.  The Teacher of Humility
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R. Y ochanan said: Wherever you find [mentioned in the Scriptures] the power of the
Holy One, blessed be He, you also find his gentleness mentioned. Thisfact is stated in
the Torah, repeated In the Prophets, and stated a third time in the [Sacred] Writings. It is
written in the Torah, For the L-rd your G-d, he isthe G-d of gods and L-rd of lords,and it
saysimmediately afterwards, He doth execute justice for the fatherless and widow. It is
repeated in the Prophets: For thus saith the High and Lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity
whose nameis holy, and it saysimmediately afterwards, [| dwell] with him that is of a
contrite and humble spirit. It is stated a third timein the [Sacred] Writings, asit is
written: Extol him that rideth upon the skies, whose name is the L-rd, and immediately
afterwards it iswritten: A father of the fatherless and ajudge of thewidows.  Megilah
3la
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R. Y ochanan said in the name of R. Shimeon b. Y ochai: Every man in whom is
haughtiness of spirit is as though he worshipsidols; it is written here, Every onethat is
proud in heart is an abomination to the L-rd, and it is written elsewhere, Thou shalt not
bring an abomination into thine house. R. Y ochanan himself said: He is as though he had
denied the fundamental principle; asit is said: Thine heart be lifted up and thou forget the
L-rd thy G-d, etc. Sota 4b
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R. Y ochanan expounded: ‘It is not in heaven’, it is not to be found among the arrogant;
‘neither isit beyond the sea, it is not to be found among merchantsor dealers.  Eiruvin
55a

D.
WY AW A2 RPA TIPY P T 77aYR 270 Dok T on Do 7 Iy an

i NI2I02 PPOWIT LIAR Onna 131907

Rabbi Y ochanan used to give his slave everything that he himself ate. Regarding him he
would refer to the following verse (Job 31:15): Did not He that made me in the womb
make him? and did not One fashion usin thewomb? Talmud Y erushalmi Kesubos 5:5
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When R. Y ochanan was informed that the Parsees (Sassinides) had come to Babylon, he

reeled and fell. When however he was told that they accepted bribes he recovered and sat

down again. Y evomos 63b
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X. The Setting of the Sun
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Resh Lakish died, and R. Y ochanan was plunged into deep grief. Said the Rabbis, *Who
shall go to ease hismind? Let R. Eleazar b. Pedath go, whose disquisitions are very
subtle.” So he went and sat before him; and on every dictum uttered by R. Y ochanan he
observed: ‘ Thereis a Baraitha which Supportsyou.” * Are you as the son of Lakisha? he
complained: ‘when | stated a law, the son of Lakisha used to raise twenty-four objections,
to which | gave twenty-four answers, which consequently led to a fuller comprehension
of the law; whilst you say, "A Baraitha has been taught which supports you:" do | not
know myself that my dicta are right? Thus he went on rending his garments and
weeping, ‘Where are you, O son of Lakisha, where are you, O son of Lakisha;” and he
cried thus until his mind was turned. Thereupon the Rabbis prayed for him, and he died.
Bava Metzia 84a
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When the soul of R. Y ochanan went into repose, R. Yitzchok b. Eleazar opened [his
addresg] thus: Thisday isashard for Israel as the day when the sun set at noon-tide, as it
iswritten: And it shall cometo passinthat day . . . that | will cause the sun to go down at
noon and | will darken the earth in the clear day. And | will turn your feasts into
mourning and al your songs into lamentation. . . as the mourning of an only son, And,
said R. Y ochanan, that was the day of King Josiah's death. Moed Katan 25b
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R. Zerasaid: Last night R. Jose son of R. Hanina appeared to me [in adream], and |
asked him, ‘Near whom art thou seated [in the Heavenly Academy]? — ‘Near R.

Y ochanan.” * And R. Y ochanan near whom? — ‘R. Yannai.” ‘And R. Yannai? — ‘Near
R. Hanina’ ‘And R. Hanina? — ‘Near R. Hiyya.’ Said | to him, ‘And isnot R.

Y ochanan [worthy of aseat] near R. Hiyya? — Hereplied, ‘In the region of fiery sparks
and flaming tongues, who will let the smith's son enter? Bava M etzia 85b
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176
192

202 (App.)

220

226

230 (App.)

232 (App.)

232 (App.)
245 (App.)
247
253/254

287
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TIME LINE

EVENT

The Birth of Rabbi Y ochanan
The Death of Rabbi Y ehudah HaNasi |

The Death of Rabban Gamliel 111
The Reign of Rabbi YehudaHaNas (Nasia) Il

Rav Arrivesin Babylon

Ardishir Overthrows Parthian Rulers of the Parthian/Persian
Empire. The Founding of the Sassanid Dynasty in Persia-Babylon

The Death of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi (Nasia) |1

The Desath of Rabban Gamliel 1V-
The Reign of Rabbi YehudaHaNas (Nasia) Il1

Rabbi Y ochanan founds the Y eshiva of Tiberius
The Death of Rabbi Oshia

The Death of Rav

The Death of Shmuel

The Death of Rabbi Y ochanan



