SERIES XX LECTURE |11
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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Under what circumstancesis aresident of Eretz Yisrad
alowed to leave?

2.  Givethree examples of the efforts oneis required to expend in order
to enhance the settlement of Eretz Yisragl.

3.  What arethe“Three Oaths’?
4.  Arethey till in force today?

5. Describethe Maharal’ s position vis-a-visthe ingathering of the Jewish
peopleto Israel in our day.

This and much more will be addressed in the third lecture of this series:

“Exile (Galuth) in the Land of Israel: The Mitzva of Settling and Living
in the Land of Israel Prior to the Redemption (Geula)”

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind
as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
guestions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as
well, as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the memory and Li-ilui Nishmas
7Y 771977 D310 RIW 1 73 11957 /9

Mr. Zelman Sosne of blessed memory.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XX Lecture #3

EXILE (GALUTH) IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL: THE MITZVA OF SETTLING AND LIVING
IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL PRIOR TO THE REDEMPTION (GEULAH)

l. The Requirement to Live in and Settle the Land of Israel
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It is forbidden to leave Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Isragl) to go to Chutz LaAretz (outside the
Land of Israel). The only exceptions are for the purpose of studying Torah, to marry, or to save
[on€e's property] from [false claims by] heathens. Afterwards, one must return to the Land.
Similarly, one can leave in order to conduct business. [To leave,] however, in order to dwell in
Chutz LaAretz is forbidden, unless there is a severe famine and, [due to the shortage of food,] a
measure of wheat that is normally sold for one dinar is being sold for two. Thisruleis applicable
only when money is plentiful and produce is expensive. When the produce is inexpensive,
however, but money is in short supply and there is no means of producing income, and there is
not [even] a pruta (the smallest coin) in one's purse (i.e. one’'s savings are depleted), then he
may leave to go any place where he can produce income. Even though one is alowed to leave
under these circumstances, nonetheless, it is not considered an act of piety (midas chasidus).
Behold, Machlon and Chilion were two great |eaders of their generation and left [Eretz Yisrael]
under great pressure (i.e. a famine). Nevertheless, [for this| they were condemned to death by
Hashem. Rambam, Hilchos M alachim Chapter 5 Halacha 9
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If the husband states that he wishes to go up to Eretz Yisrael and she refuses, she is granted a
divorce without a Kesuba. If she wishesto go up to Eretz Yisrael and he refuses, sheis granted a
divorce and he is required to give a Kesuba. The same principle applies with Yerushalayim
(Jerusalem) in relationship with any other part of Eretz Yisrael. For everyone has the right to
compel the other party to go up to Eretz Yisrael but they don’t have the right to compel the other
party to leave and everyone has the right to compel the other party to go up to Yerushalayim but
they don’t have the right to compel the other party to leave. Rambam Hilchos I shus Perek 13
Halacha 20
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There are those that say that we apply pressure to move to Eretz Yisrael only when it is feasible
to do so without endangering one’s life. Therefore, we do not apply pressure on those who live
anywhere from the far west (Morocco) to No-Ammon (on the Nile). From No-Ammon and on
we are allowed to apply pressure that they travel to Eretz Yisragl by land or by sea in the
summer, provided that there are no robbers on the way. Shulchan Aruch Even HaEzer 75:5
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[Our authority further says that] ‘a field bought in Syria is like one bought on the outskirts of
Jerusalem.” In a practical sense, what does does this mean? R. Sheshes says: It means that a
contract for selling it [to a Jew] can be drawn up even on Sabbath. What? On Sabbath? That
can't be! [The answer is,] similar to the dictum of Rava, ‘He tells a non-Jew to do it,’ so here
too, he tells a non-Jew to draw up the contract. And although there is a Rabbinical prohibition
against telling a non-Jew to do things on Sabbath [which we may not do ourselves], whereitisa
guestion of furthering the [Jewish] settlement of Eretz Israel the Rabbis did not apply the
prohibition. Gittin 8b
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. . . furthering the [Jewish] settlement of Eretz Israel: to expel the non-Jews (literaly:
worshippers of the stars) from there and to resettle the Jews. Rashi, ibid.
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Although there is a Rabbinical prohibition against telling a non-Jew to do things on
Sabbath [which we may not do ourselves|, whereit is a question of furthering the [Jewish]
settlement of Eretz Israel the Rabbis did not apply the prohibition: However, for another
Mitzvah [such as bris Milah (circumcision)] we would not allow a non-Jew to perform a
melacha (work forbidden by the Torah on Shabbos). . . . Tosefos, ibid.
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In regards to something which is not a melacha and is only forbidden Rabbinically, one is
allowed to tell a non Jew to do it on a Jew’s behalf on Shabbos, provided that the person for
whom heis doing thisserviceis dlightly ill or it isamatter of great necessity or it isamitzva. For
instance, one can tell anon Jew to climb atree or swim across the water to bring him a shofar or
a knife to perform mila (circumcision), . . . One who is buying a house in Eretz Yisrael is
allowed to tell a non Jew to write him a purchase document on Shabbos, [although it is a
melacha,] for telling a non Jew is only forbidden rabbinically and in a situation where the
[Jewish] settlement of Eretz Israel will be furthered the rabbis did not apply this prohibition.
This also applies when one buys a home in Syria, for Syria is similar to Eretz Israel in this
regard. Rambam Hilchos Shabbos Perek 6 Halacha 9-11
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All kinds of trees are suitable to be used on the altar except for the grapevine and the olive tree,
but what were mostly used were boughs of fig trees, nut trees, and oil trees. Tamid 29a
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Why were these excepted? R. Papa said: Because they have knots: R. Aha b. Yaakov said:
Because [their use would undermine] the settlement of the Land of Isragl. . . . According to the
one who says, [their use would underming] the settlement of the Land of Israel, how can they use
wood from the date tree, wouldn'’t its use also undermine the settlement of the Land of Israel? He
can reply to you: By the same reasoning doesn’'t the use of the fig tree undermine the settlement
of the Land of Israel? But what do you answer to this? That we speak of a fig tree which does
not produce fruit. Similarly we speak of a date tree which does not produce fruit. Tamid 29b
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R. Aha b. Yaakov said: Because [their use would undermine] the settlement of the Land of
Israel: He certainly agrees to the reasoning [of Rav Papa] that due to its knots it is unfit. He is
adding, however, that even if the knots would not be pose a problem, they wouldn’'t use the
[wood of the olive tree or of grape vines] because of another consideration: The settlement of the
Land of Isradl, for if they would burn the wood of the olive trees and grape vines there wouldn’t
be [sufficient] wine to drink or olive oil to anoint and the Land of Israel would be devastated.
Rashi, ibid. .
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One is not allowed to breed sheep and goats (lit. small domesticated animals) in Eretz Yisradl.
Bava Kama 79b
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One is not allowed to breed sheep and goats (lit. small domesticated animals) in Eretz
Yisrael: Because [their proliferation would undermineg] the settlement of the Land of Israel, and
they would destroy the fields for the fields, for the most part, belong to Jews. One is alowed,
however, to breed them outside of the Land of Israel, as we are not concerned regarding
settlement. If the animals [if not properly watched] do damage the fields of others, then the
owner will be required to make restitution. Rashi, ibid.
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What is the statement of the Mishna, “But none may be compelled to leave it,” intended to
include? - To include a slave who fled from outside the Land [of Isragl] into the Land in which
case his master istold, “Sell him here, and go,” in order to [encourage] settlement in the Land of
Israel. Kesubos 110b
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S0 too, it was taught in a Baraitha: He who stays at an inn in the Land of Israel or who rents a
house outside the Land [of Israel] is, for the first thirty days, exempt from mezuzah, thereafter he
is subject to it. But he who rents a house within the Land of Israel is bound to affix a mezuzah
forthwith, in order to maintain the settlement in the Land of |srael. Menachoth 44a
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In order to maintain the settlement in the Land of Israel: Once a person affixes [the scroll of
the Mezuza to the door post], heis not alowed to remove it, even when he moves out, as it stated
in Perek HaSho-el, Bava Metzia 102a. Consequently, the person will be reluctant to leave [that
dwelling] because of the difficulty involved of acquiring yet another Mezuza scroll. And even if
he does decide to move out, [and leave the Mezuza scroll in place,] the dwelling will be quickly
rented out to someone else, as the [necessary] Mezuza scroll is aready in place. Through this,
the Land of Israel will be settled. Rashi, ibid.
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R. Shmuel b. Nahmani said in the name of R. Yonathan: He who purchases a town in Eretz
Yisrael can be compelled to purchase with it also the roads leading to it from all four sides on
account of enhancing the settlement of Eretz Yisrael. Bava Kama 80b
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And you shall dispossess the inhabitants of the land, and livein it; for | have given you the
land to possess it. (Numbers 33:53) In my opinion this is a positive commandment. G-d
commanded [the Jewish people] to dwell in the land and take possession of it, for He has given it
to them, and not to reject the inheritance [that was given to them by] G-d. If it would enter their
minds to go and conquer the land of Shinar or Assyria (Irag) or any other land and dwell in it,
then they would be violating the commandment of G-d. That which our Rabbis spoke at length
[in Kesubos 110b] regarding the mitvah of living in the land of Isragl and the prohibition of
leaving it, and the fact that a woman who does not want to [leave the diaspora] together with her
husband and go up to live in the land of Israel is considered a moredes (a rebellious wife), and
similarly a man [who does not want to accompany hiswifeto live in Isragl], is all based upon the
commandment which is herein stated. For this verse is actually a positive commandment and it is
repeated several times. . . . Ramban Numbers 33:53

1. The Benefits of Livingin Eretz Yisrael
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The commandments [of the Torah] are essentially meant for those who live in the land of G-d
(Israel). Therefore, the Sages stated in the Sifrel (Ri‘ai): And you shall take possession [of the
land of Israel] and dwell in it and safeguard the [commandments] in order to fulfill them
(Deuteronomy 11:31,32) [This verse teaches us that] dwelling in the land of Isragl is considered
to be of equal weight to the [actual] fulfillment of all of the commandments of the Torah.
Ramban Leviticus 18:25
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There was an incident with Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua and Rabbi Y ochanon HaSandlar who were
traveling to study Torah under Rabbi Yehudah ben Besaira [in Netzivin]. When they came to
Sidon they remembered the Land of Israel. They raised up their eyes, they shed tears, and they
tore their clothing and recited the verse (Deuteronomy 11:31-32), “For you shall pass over the
Jordan to go in to possess the land which the L-rd your G-d gives you, and you shall possess it,
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and dwell in it. And you shall take care to do all the statutes and judgments which | set before
you this day.” They said: The settling in the Land of Israel is equal to all of the mitzvos of the
Torah. They returned and came back to the Land of Isragl. Sifrei, Parshas Re eih, Piska 80

B.

1233 HIamT ORI PIRA 70 @0 IPR XA 0PIwn dhniam nwbw 7an 037 mR (1

21D .XRNDTIARD RWITPM 1°WNT — Ko7 ORM .NINAW ORXINA 177 Y 9773m79 ,79I0 TIndn’
P

Rabbi Y ochanon said: Three are of those who will inherit the World to Come, viz.: he who
dwells in Eretz Yisrael; and he who brings up his sons to the study of the Torah; and he who
recites havdalah over wine at the termination of the Sabbath. Who is that? He who leaves over
[wine] from kiddush for havdalah. Peachim 113a
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It was taught in the name of Rabbi Meir: Anyone who permanently lives in Eretz Yisrael, eats
his Chulin (non-sacred food) in purity, speaks Loshon Kodesh (the Holy Tongue), and recites
Shema morning and night is assured that we will experience Olam Haba (the World to Come).
Talmud Y erushalmi Shabbos 1:3
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The greatest Sages would kiss the boundaries of Eretz Yisrael and would kiss its stones and
would roll on its surface (lit. dirt). Similarly, it says (Psalms 102:15), “For Y our servants desire
its rocks and find favor with its dirt.” Rambam, Hilchos M alachim Chapter 5 Halacha 10

oy onohn 1Ow R 537 RIw L 7PRInn PRY HRAWS pIRa 19100 90 0mon 1nR (2
;17 9D3N1 713 T12P 197 ,X277 2T MR 79I NIAR VIR 72 ToR 120K LTIV XIWI 713 2w
AP DY MR RIT NIYIIDAT MY INNTR DT IMRIW ,7IDD 72T I3 RITW DIPAT 1R
023" 111 @MonT 29173 97DYRT AN IR INLIRL 0NN VIR 91T PRI L NINN RHY

R 71907 oW 77X FOI7T 10N ApYIn TP RY 0w 0N

The Sages stated that anyone who lives in Eretz Yisrael is forgiven of his sins, as it says (Isaiah
33:24), “And the inhabitant shall not say, | am sick; the people who dwell there shall be forgiven
their iniquity.” Even if he only walked four cubits [in Eretz Yisrael] he merits the World to
Come. Similarly, one who is buried there is cleansed of his sins. It is asif the place in which he
restsis an altar of atonements, asit says (Deuteronomy 32:43), “and the land will make expiation
for his people.” Regarding punishment it is stated (Amos 7:17), “. . . and you shall die in an
unclean land.” One cannot compare the effect of being received in Eretz Yisrael while one is
alive to that of being received when one is dead. Nonetheless, the greatest Sages would transport
their dead there. Go out and learn from Yaakov Avinu (our Patriarch) and Yosef HaTzaddik (the
righteous). I bid. Halacha 11
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A person should rather dwell in Eretz Yisrael, even if it be in a city where the majority of its
inhabitants are non Jews and not dwell in Chutz LaAretz (outside of the Land of Israel) even if
the majority of its inhabitants are Jews, for anyone who leaves Eretz Yisrael to go to Chutz

LaAretz is considered as if he served idols, as it says (Samuel | Chapter 26:19), “. . . for they
have driven me out this day from having a share in the inheritance of the L-rd, saying, ‘ Go, serve
other gods'.” Regarding punishment it is stated (Ezekiel 13:9), “. .. nor shall they enter into the

land of Israel.” Just as it is forbidden to leave Eretz Yisrael, to go to Chutz LaAretz, so too is it
forbidden to leave Babylon to go to other places, asit is stated (Jeremiah 27:22), “They shall be
carried to Babylon, and there shall they remain until the day when | give attention to them, says
the L-rd; then will | bring them, and restore them to this place.” 1bid. Halacha 12

lll.  TheThree Oaths
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But it shall come to pass, if you will not listen to the voice of the L-rd your G-d, to take care
to do all His commandments and His statutes which | command you this day; that all these
curses shall come upon you, and overtake you; . . . And it shall come to pass, that as the L-rd
rejoiced over you to do you good, and to multiply you; so the L-rd will rejoice over you to
destroy you, and to bring you to nothing; and you shall be plucked from the land which you go to
possess. And the L-rd shall scatter you among all people, from one end of the earth to the other;
and there you shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known, of wood
and stone. And among these nations shall you find no ease, neither shall the sole of your foot
have rest; but the L-rd shall give you there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of
mind; Deuteronomy 28:15,63-65
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Rabbi Y ochanon said: Why are the Jewish people compared to an olive? Thisisin order to tell
you that just as an olive doesn't release its oil without pounding, so too the Jewish people will
only repent (lit. reach itsideal state) through suffering. M enachos 53b
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That text is required for [an exposition] like that of R. Y osei son of R. Chaninawho said: ‘What
was the purpose of those three adjurations?— One, that Israel shall not go up [all together as
if surrounded] by a wall; the second, that whereby the Holy One, blessed be He, adjured
Israel that they shall not rebel against the nations of the world; and the third is that whereby
the Holy One, blessed be He, adjured the idolaters that they shall not oppress Israel too
much’. And Rav Yehudah? — It is written in Scripture (Song of Songs 2:7), “That ye awaken
not, nor stir up.” And R. Zaira? — That text is required for [an exposition] like that of R. Levi
who stated: ‘What was the purpose of those six adjurations? — Three for the purposes just
mentioned and the others, that [the prophets] shall not make known the end, that [the people]
shall not delay [through their sins] (or press to hasten) the end, and that they shall not revea the
secret to the idolaters' . "By the gazelles, and by the hinds of the field." (Song of Songs 2:7) R.
Eleazar explained: The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Israel, ‘If you will keep the adjuration,
well and good; but if not, I will permit your flesh [to be a prey] like [that of] the gazelles and the
hinds of the field’. Kesubos 111a
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Since king Solomon, of blessed memory, knew, through Divine inspiration, that this nation,
during the course of its exile, will desire to push aside their bonds in the land of their exile and
move [back] before the correct time and be destroyed as a result and misfortunes will befall
them, he admonished them from doing so and imposed upon them an oath, in an allegorical form.
He said (Song of Songs 2:7), “1 adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles or by the
hinds of thefield, that you stir not up, nor awake My love, until it please [Me on My own].” And
you my beloved brethren, accept upon yourselves His oath and do no awaken the love until He
so pleases. He who created the world through His attribute of Compassion, may He remember us
and you to gather together His exiled inheritance and portion to behold the beauty of the L-rd,
and to visit His Temple and to bring us out from the valley of death in which He placed us.
Rambam, Igeres Taiman
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Rabbi Chelbo said that there are four oaths. He imposed upon Isragl an oath that they not rebel
against the nations of the worlds, that they not press to hasten the end, that they not reveal their
secrets to the nations of the world and they not go up [all together as if surrounded] by a wall.
That being so, [that the Jews will not go up prematurely], for what purpose does the anointed
king (Mashiach) need to come? To gather together the exiles of Israel. Rabbi Unia said that He
imposed upon them four oaths corresponding to the four generations which pressed to hasten the
end and they stumbled. They are the following: One at the time of Amram, one in the time of
Dinai (a rebel against the Romans), one at the time of ben Kosiba, and one at the time of
Shuthelach ben Ephraim. This is the meaning of the verse (Psalms 78:9), “The children of
Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle.” Another version is
that one was at the time of Amram, one in the time of forced conversion, one at the time of ben
Kosiba, and one at the time of Shuthelach ben Ephraim. This isthe meaning of the verse (Psalms
78:9), “The children of Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of
battle.” The [children of Ephraim] calculated [the four hundred years] from the time of the
decree, when the Holy One, blessed be He, spoke to Avraham Avinu at the covenant of the
“pieces’ - “besarim”. Actualy it began at the time of the birth of Yitzchak. What did they do?
They gathered together and went out to war and lost many casualties. It was because they didn’t
have faith in Hashem and didn’t trust in His salvation. [It was a punishment] for violating the
decree of [waiting for the end] and for violating the oath. Midrash Shir HaShirim Rabbah 2:7
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For He said, “Lest the people repent when they see war . . .” The war is referring to the war of
Amalek . . . Another explanation: The war is referring to the war of the children of Ephraim, as it
is stated (Chronicles | 7:21), “And the sons of Ephraim: Shuthelah, and Bered hisson, . . . the
men of Gath who were born in that land slew [them].” And it is stated ((Psalms 78:9), “The
children of Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle.” Why did
it happen: because “they did not keep the covenant of G-d and refused to walk in His Torah”
(ibid. 78:10) [which means that they violated the “end” and the oath]. Mechilta Parshas
Beshalach
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The third time that it is written, “I adjure you,” is referring to the time that the children of
Ephraim left Egypt before the appointed “end” time. This is what is meant by the phrase, “He
pleases’. As a result they were killed and regarding this it is written (Chronicles | 7:22) that
“Ephraim, their father, mourned them.” The meaning of the expression, “gazelles,” is that just
like it is permitted to spill the blood of gazelles, so too will it be with their blood if they arouse
the love before the appointed “end”. Commentary of Ibn Ezrato Shir HaShirim 2:13
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We have already explained above the [Midrashic explanation of the] verse (Genesis 15:13),
“Know for a certainty that your seed shall be a stranger [in a land that is not theirs, and shall
serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years]” that the term, “know,” means that |
will take them as a pledge, “certainly [know]” means that | will redeem them; [alternately]
“know,” means that | will subjugate them, “certainly [know]” means that | will save them; [also]
“know,” means that | will disperse them, “certainly [know]” means that | will assemble them.
(Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 44.:18) These are actually the ideas expressed here. Corresponding to
“1 will take them as a pledge,” as a pledge is under the control of he who holds the pledge, He
decreed that they not rebel against the nations to leave their domain. Corresponding to “1 will
subjugate them,” He decreed that the nations not subjugate them excessively. For if that would
not be so, the exile (golus) which the Holy One, blessed be He, decreed couldn’t continue on.
For it is sufficient that they suffer exile, even if it not be extraordinary. Therefore the [nations]
shouldn’t increase their subjugation. Corresponding to, “I will scatter them,” He decreed that
they shouldn’t rise up in a “wall”, which is the ingathering of the exile and a cessation of the
dispersion. Corresponding to these three are the three oaths, i.e. in order that they shouldn’t
overpower their enemies and leave their domain, He made them swear that they not rebel.
Corresponding to the second concern, i.e. that the nations shouldn’t totally overwhelm them, He
imposed an oath upon them that they not excessively subjugate them. Corresponding to the third
concern that they (not) separate one from the other did He impose an oath that they not come up
asawall. ... And that which our Rabbis said that they imposed an oath in the generation of the
forced conversion . . . it means that even if they want to kill them through terrible tortures, they
should not leave nor rebel. Maharal of Prague, Sefer Netzach Yisrael Chapter 24

QW *"WI IR 702 700 (RN 10y XY (2

You shouldn’t riseup as awall: together with amighty hand. Rashi, ibid.
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Behold how great the admonition against rebellion against the non-Jewish government, to the
extent that their flesh will be prey like that of the gazelles and the hinds of the field, if they
violate it. There is no doubt that the reason is that since there is a decree from Hashem that the
Jews be under the domain of the nations, they should not attempt to annul the decree of the
Blessed One by force, for that is against the decree. Rather, they should pray for the restoration
of the government of Israel, as they have instituted the benedictions of “Es Tzemach David” and
the benediction, “V’ Lirushalayim Irchaetc.” Sefer Baer HaGolah, Baer 7, Maharal of Prague
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You should know that no evil descends from above to the nation of Israel, for they are G-d's
children. Even when G-d displays His anger towards them, as in the destruction of the Temples
and the destruction of Israel and their dispersal amongst the nations, everything is for their
ultimate good. It is similar to when a father disciplines his son, so does G-d discipline us.
Everything is for our benefit, to purify us through the crucible of the nations to expunge our sins
and rebellions, to become pure without dregs or dross, to be transformed into a clear light. For
the suffering cleanses the sins and brings a person to repentance. . . . The destruction of the
Temple will turn out to be its ultimate building, for the destruction of the Temple caused you to
be free of sin, O daughter of Zion. And then the great Temple will be built and will last forever.
Sefer Shnei LuchosHaBris, Rav Yeshaya Hal evi Hurvitz

V. Under Which Circumstances Is Settlement Permissible?
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He who searches al of the inner compartments of the person, knows the [true] secrets. He knows
that our intention was to become sanctified with the sanctification of the Land of Israel and to go
up therewith trepidation and not as a wall. His kindness has overwhelmed us and we came to
the land as part of His philanthropy. Preface to Caftor VaPherach, R. Eshtori HaPar chi
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This mitzvah, however, in not all inclusive for all those of Isragl who experience the exile of our
nation. It isnot at al alowed [for the community,] asis stated in the gemora Kesubos in the last
chapter (111a), asit is part of the oaths that the Holy One, blessed be He, placed upon Isragl that
they not hurry up the appointed end and they not rise up as a wall. Go see what occurred to the
children of Ephraim and what happened to them when they wanted to hasten the appointed
“end”. Teshuvas Rashbash (Rav Shlomo ben Shimon Duran- 1400-1467) #2
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There is no doubt that going up to Eretz Yisrael is amitzvah. Our sages, of blessed memory, said
in Perek Shnei Diyanai Gezairos (Kesubos 110b) that he who lives outside of Eretz Yisrael etc.
and they said there that he who walks four cubitsin Eretz Yisrael is assured that he is entitled to
Olam Haba. The reason that the prophet said to the exiles: Build homes etc. was because of the
exile that was decreed upon them and those that exiled them did not let them return, until they
did so under_the sanction of Cyrus. Even today, one of the three oaths that the Holy One,
blessed be He, imposed up Israel was that they not rise up like a wall. Similarly, one cannot
make the argument that going up (aliyah) per se is not a mitzvah but rather settling there is the
mitzvah, for one who goes up there with the intention of settling there is considered one who is
involved in the performance of a mitzvah. Teshuvas Rivash (Rav Yitzchak ben
Sheshes-1326-1407) #101
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"That Israel shall not go up [all together asif surrounded] by awall” (Kesubos 111a) This
means that [although] everyone of Isradl is certainly allowed to go up to Eretz Yisrael, they
should not go up in unison by force to build the walls of Jerusalem. Nechemiah (Nehemiah
2:17) who said, “Come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we no longer should suffer
insult,” did so with the permission of theking ... Commentary of Maharshaibid.
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The Rashba (Megilla 12a), quoted in the Sefer Ein Yaakov . . . [writes] that it was the intention
of the Holy One, blessed be He, that al of them would be redeemed through the anointed king
(Moshiach) at the proper time. The redemption of Cyrus (Koraish) was not a redemption at all. It
merely enabled those who [wanted] to go up. They were still subordinate [to the Persians]. This
fact alows me to find justification for those who didn't go up to Eretz Yisrael together with
Ezra, for the time hadn’t yet arrived. That which Resh Lakish stated in the first chapter of Yoma
(9b), “G-d hates you because you [Babylonians] didn't go up at the time of Ezra” is not
universally held and is a matter of controversy. . .. The verse, “I adjure you . . .” appliesin our
time, for it is not considered a fulfillment of, “until it pleases [G-d],” unless there is a complete
[Diving] remembrance. Then the vessels of the Temple will return from Babylon and Israel will
return to their land. This is what seems to me to be correct. Sefer P’'nai Y ehoshua to Kesubos
111a
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That being the case, [that the Jews will not go up prematurely], for what purpose does the
anointed king (Mashiach) need to come? To gather together the exiles of Israel. This means
that the function of the anointed king (Moshiach) is to gather all of Isragl from the exile (golus).
If, G-d forbid, they do it on their own, they will forfeit the redemption of Moshiach.
Commentary of Maharzu to Midrash Shir HaShirim 2:7

V. Woas the Zionist Movement a Violation of the Oaths?
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Question: Regarding the fact that there has been an increase of those who have purchased land
in Eretz Yisrael, which, after a period of years, will be able to provide them with alivelihood, is
it proper to do so or are we [even] required to do so? Answer: Behold regarding the question if,
at present, there is a mitzva to live in Eretz Yisrael, the early and later authorities have already
discussed this at length and have concluded that there is a mitzva. . . . The Sefer Megilas Esther
wrote that the reason that the Rambam did not count living in Eretz Yisrael as a mitzva is
because it is not in effect during the period of exile (galus). He resolved the Sfrei [which
indicates that it is in effect presently,] by stating that the reason that they cried is because they
couldn’t fulfill the mitzva during the period of exile. It is evident that the author of the Megilas
Esther did not actually see the Sfrei, only that which was quoted by Ramban, for the Sifrel isin
Parshas R’el and there it explicity states. [Thereupon,] they returned and came back to their
original place. They said, “Dwelling in the Land of Israel is equivalent to all of the Mitzvos of
the Torah.” In addition it is stated in the Sifrel, “[ There was another incident, this time involving
Rabbi Elazar ben Shemoa and Rabbi Yochanon HaSandler,] who were traveling towards
Netzivin to study Torah under Rabbi Yehudah ben Besaira. [When they reached Sidon,] they
remembered Eretz Yisrael. [They lifted up their eyes, shed their tears, rent their garments, and
guoted the verse (Deut. 12:29), ‘“When the L-rd your G-d shall cut off the nations from before
you, where you go to dispossess them, and live in their land.” Thereupon,] they returned [and
came back to their original place].” Behold there is presently a mitzva. As a result they went
back, even at the cost of studing Torah, in order to fulfill the mitzva of settling in Eretz Yisrael
which isequal to al of the mitzvos. . . . Therefore, it seems that the essential mitzvais at the time
of peace when Israel was fit for the land. In the time of Galus, however, which the Torah
describes with the words, “And He cast them to another land,” how can there be a mitzva? . . .
Behold at the time that they sinned with the spies and they subsequently wanted to go [conquer
the land,] Moshe told them, “Why are you violating the word of G-d?’ One can argue, however,
that at that time they wanted to conquer the land of the nations by force, which is akin to the oath
that they not go up in awall. . . . Behold, according to what we explained, the verse, “I adjure
you,” isreferring to al of the lands [and all the exiles] one can offer a satisfying answer why all
the greats [of the generations] did not go up to Eretz Yisrael. The sage agreed with the king of
the Khazars and said, “King of the Khazars, you have embarrassed me!” (Sefer Cuzari 2:24) The
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truth is that, on the surface, it seems to be a difficult question. How could they all violate a
positive commandment? According to what | wrote, [however,] one could say that since the
oaths apply to all the lands, and only individuals are allowed to go up, since the oath was that all
of them cannot go up, there can’t be a obligation on [even] individuals to go up. For if that was
so, there would be an obligation on every individual to go up, and that is impossible to fulfill
because we would going up as awall which is forbidden. And if they go they will be punished
with the loss of Divine Providence, as we previously wrote. If you respond that it is still possible
to fulfill the mitzva [and not go up as a wall] if they come up individually one after the other.
That isimpossible to demand! Who is going to go first and who last? Every individual is guided
by the principle: zrizm makdimin |I'mitzvos (the zeadlous rise early [to perform] mitzvos)!
Inevitably they will all go up together and therefore there is no obligation even on the individual.
... . However all of thisis applicable aslong as they don’'t have permission from the government
to go up. But if they do receive permission to go up and settle there, at that point they are
required to go up, for then we cannot apply the reasoning that anything that cannot be
required of the community cannot be required of the individual. If permission is given to
all of Israel to come up it is not considered to be “going up as a wall.” For Rashi explains
that “as a wall” implies that they are going up by force. In addition one can argue that if
permission is given to all of of them, it would be considered a “Divine remembrance’. Even
though there is no mitzva for the community to go up without “Divine remembrance”, one could
say that under these circumstances there is a mitzva upon the community. One thing is clear,
however. There is no requirement to go up, even with permission, unless one lives amongst
upstanding Jews. For if not, G-d forbid, all the benefit is outweighed by the loss, as a community
of upright Jews is of great benefit to fulfill mitzvos in general and the mitzvos attached to Eretz
Yisrael in particular, asis self evident. . . . In summary, the essential mitzva of dwelling in Eretz
Yisrael isif one is self sufficent and makes a good living. If one can only survive through gifts
from Chutz L’ Aretz, it would seem to me, in my humble opinion, not to be theideal fulfillment of
the mitzva. Nonetheless this is also a fulfillment of the mitzva. Second of all, it seems to me that
the mitzva of settling the land only appliesto atzaddik of such merit that if all of Jewry would be
like him we would be redeemed. Even if the husband is a tzaddik and the wife is not a tzaddekis,
[the mitzva would apply to her also] since sheis subservient to him. Similarly, if one’s Rebbi isa
tzaddik and he is subservient to him and listens to his directives, then Eretz Yisrael will take him
in as part of the entourage of the Rebbi. At least if there is a doubt if he is a tzaddik, this may
apply. If, however, none of these three things apply, he should not go from Chutz L’ Aretz to
Eretz Yisrael, since there is no desire or pleasure, [on Hashem's part] for such a departure.
Teshuvas Avnei Nezer Yoreh Deah 454
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At the time of the announcement of the Balfour Declaration, the Chofetz Chaim saw it to be a
Divine awakening and quoted the words of the Ohr HaChaim [in Parshas Balak]. He said,
however, that he is afraid that the secularists will ruin it, G-d forbid. He used to say that often in
the past there was a time of Divine favor, but the generations ruined it. Sefer Chofetz Chaim Al
HaTorah p. 101
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NIW: “1amn By WONR” I91TA0

In the year 5686 (1926), Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld asked R. Yitzchak Breuer, “Where are
the Torah true members of the Diaspora? Don’'t they see here the finger of G-d? It is only
because of our sins . . .” Rabbi Meir Simcha [of Dvinsk, the author of Ohr Sameach] wrote in a
letter, “At this time, in truth, Divine Providence caused the League of Nations at San Remo to
issue a declaration that Eretz Yisrael should be for the people of Israel. And since the fear of the
oaths [is no longer a factor] and it is being done with the permission of the rulers of the
governments, the mitzva of settling in Eretz Yisrael, which is equivalent to all of the mitzvas, is
now again in force. Thereis a mitzva on everyone to aid, with al his power, the fulfillment of
this mitzva. For in order to ensure the shining of the Divine light, we must see that all of the
communal endeavors and the acquistion of property be done with holy purity and modesty, as
was done by the Men of the Great Assembly. Sefer 1sh Al HaChoma Vol. 3 p. 351




