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JU DAISM AND HELLENISM: LECTURE OUTLINE 
Rabbi Emanuel. Feldman, Kislev 8,5744/. Nov 11,2013 

I 
AL HANISSIM PRA YERI 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT (TALMUD, TRACTATE TAMID, 32b) 
KADMUT HA-OLA}.1/ YESH ME AYINI "IN THE BEGINNNING ... " 
TRANSCENDENCE AND SUPERNATURAL VS THE RATIONAL 

II 
KEY TO UNDERSTANDING CHANUKAH 
--MEANING OF THE OIL 
--MEANING OF THE MENORAH'S FLAME 

RENEWAL 

III 

POWER OF YAVAN/ GREECE/HELLENISM 

--THE INTELLECT 
--BEAUTY AND HARMONY 

JUDAISM AND BEAUTY 

IV 

SUMMARY 
CREATURE VS CREATOR 

WORK OF ART VS THE ARTIST 

REASON VS REVELATION\ 

PHYSICAL HARMONY VS. PHYSICAL & SPIRITUAL HARMONY 



Special Chanukah Prayer 

'~'~i~the days Qf Maitisyahu,th .. so;'ofYOi:h;man~\ 
,',',.; • ./ho iugh Priest; th~Hastll6n'ean,arid his ,sims,'c-,: 
:{;j he;"ihe'WickJei Greekkihgdorii rose, up ~gaii1~i;Y,;;ur: 
'people Israel to" make :them forget Yoiir"Tora/l and' 
',compel them, iostray ';Qrnthestawies ofYourWill~1 

;~~~!f~~f~~tf~~~i\~{~!f:~h~~~r$.~e~tJ 
,'i/eliv.ted, t he' ~ironi:'iiiio: ihehiiiid;of theUJe~k, the', 
.ma'"ii'in!~''' the "Ii~;jdt:dj'th;'jeili;th~ 'impute'intothe ". 
ha;'di6f ihep~'re;'ihe:lnlcked'into ihe :na~ds of the: 

',righteou~;;";'d:'the':.'Jjiikion~ into th~ hands', 'of the; 
,diligent's't'UdeWfs \;F<t 3~r~ T or'afi.:For'Yourself ,You: 
.mad~,a:g~eat'a'ijd, IiJI~:Ndtiiiin" Your ~9r.ld,. 'aria, f;r: 
;"Your'pe~~lel;r~e Z:Y~'ilitiJ;'W,ed "greatviciory"aiid ~ 
:);'ivMidna'ihis:v~~Y'day~., Thereilfter, ',YOUr,children; 
;: ~!iii1/ t~ 'thl~~ ii/ofIiolie~)f YO~r, H~~se,. cleansed) 
:;Yo'M:,Tefupl';/'JU,if!i?d'ilie''iiite dryo",' Holiness'antl;; 
.ki~dledliglii.jn ihi"c~urtlia;ds ~f. Y o~rSanctuary;' rna !niiii'c;tablisi1e~:i1i .. ; .. eight days of Chanukah tfl', •• 

~ U:ipressthanks'~nd praise to 'Your great. Name.': ',''- ,:' 
'-'.,_ ... :.;-;,:,;1:::::';'"' '{ '. l~;~::~ :._~' :::.-'." \ ..... ;,. ;.,;~,:: ," ~, ..... :.:.;:_I :'-.. ,'-> ':;.;:~ .. : .. 

-2,.-

r;,i'~ 1iJ!:3, l~Qi~ 1f m~J;18l;) ~)&'~ 
m:Jr;,~ M,J3l1lii::J ,'~):J~ ~K)i~llJn 

1- TIT':I TT -:-

OQ~:;J1¥iJ? ,r;,~ql¥: ';]~~ r;,~ i1{1~liJ 1); 

M1;13:51 *.';]~,t:q ~j;?.Ql;) O'r:;ly,iJ?~ ,,;]Plil'1 
,OQ1¥ nll~ OiJ~ 1;11~iJ ,0~:;110 :';]~~t!'1~ 
n.t5 J;1l?i?-~ JO~~l n.t5 J;1n ,O~~l n.t5 NJ 
,O~W~IJ ,~~ O~lt:q J;119lt, 1,OQltR~, 
,0~lii11? ,~~ O~l':(l;ll?~ ,0~l;J~l? ,~~ 0~:;J11' 

~R?iY .,:~~ *0~1!1' ,0~R~1~ ,~~ O~l!W:li' 
llJiiRl r;",~, Ow. Q~O/{I ,;]?i ',;]Plin 
M{lW1T;l Q~O/{1, ?~l\q: ';]~1I?~ ,:;m71Y~ 
lK# *PilJ-l$l *.MiiJ Oi~iJf 1Rl~~ 2M7';-1-' 
~iql;ll ,,;]~ti~iJ n.t5 m;l~ ,';]{P:;) i~:;ll? ~~~,~ 
nii¥lJ~ nii~ ~p~71i:n ,';]1P1Rl? n.t5 

r~~-l$ M~~q ~l;)~ mi~1¥' iY~Rl ,';]If.!lRl oIr«--
L , .r;,i'~tt ,;]l?W??~iJ7~ n;,inlj 
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BAMEH MADLIKIN CHAPTER TWO SHABBOS 

iB a rorch burning in the room, an extra light iB not necessary.[SS] 
xm ~1"'0 D,1;< 'J:<i ~ And if one iB a distinguished person, who 
does not ordinarily use the light of a torch, n11'~ x~'J:<l ~. ?~ ~J:I 
- eventhollgb there iB a torch in the room n'J~t< 'l ~'')¥ - it 
iB necliSsaloy that he kindle another light, for otherwise it will ap· 
pear aB though he kindled the Chanukah light for his own purposes. 

fue Gemara reveals the origin of the holiday of Chanukah:[S9] 
n~llQ 'Xl;'! - What is the reason ror the Rabbinic Yom Tov of 
Chanukah? On account of which miracle did the Rabbis establish 
it? Il~' llOl- It is as the RabbiB taugbt in a Barrusa (found in 
MegillasTaanis): n~llq'I '11" ,,?~.~ n".~ - ONTHE'25TH OF 
KISLEVTHEDA~S OF CHANUKAH commence. Ill'l:< Xl1lf~' - THEY 
ARE EiGHT days in'all, I'n~ n'I~N'I x"1lTln~ '~i>~'Ix"i'1- ON 
wmCHITIS NOT permitted TO EULOGIZE OR TO FAST.' 101i'11!'~li' 
?~'07 D'll)) - FOR WHEN THE Syrian.GREEKi; ENTERED THE 
SANCTuARY, ?~'v.1!' D'l~lfti ,,~ lX~1' - THEY CClNTAlIIINATER 
ALL THE flasks of OIL THAT WERE INm SANCTUARY, n)i'lII'i'l 
D1M¥I) 'xllnlf'O n'. nl~'Ir.> - ANn WHEN'tHE ROYAL IIASMONEAN 
HOUSE GAINED THE UPPER HAND AND VANQUISHED' rn::EM,[40] 

IlfW ?l!' '01;< '1~ X11;< 'lX¥l? x.,) li'1~ - [THE HASMONEANS] 
SEARCHED the Helehal area AND FOUND ONLY ONE,FLASK OF OIL' 
?1'110»?1!' ln1;111i~ M!'l? "lOI!' - mTWASLYING mit ofsiglitWITH 
THE KOHEN GADOL'S SEAL still mtaCt,[4lJ P"110'l X11;< I. "lO X"1 

'01;< Dl' - AND IT CONTAINED ONLY' enougK oil TO KINDLE the 
Menorah FOR ONE DAY. Ol" ",¥~l - However, A MIRACLE WAS 
PERFORMED WITH ITIllS OIL]. D'~l "llnlf' 1ll)1~ lp'?1m '- AND 
THEYKINDLED the light, of the Menorah WITHITfor EIGHT DAYS -, 
until other ritually pure oil could be obtained.H'] n'Jot< "1'1'1' 
o"l~ D;~l Ol,X'¥P.l DW1~ - Recognizing that the miracle had. 
eternai implications, IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR ITHE HASMONEANS' 
AND THE SANHEDRIN] ESTABLISHED AND RENDERED ITHESE EIGIIT 
DAYSj[<3] perm';'ent FESTIVAL DAYS "1;<1'") ?\?O~ - WITR' 
RESPECT TO the. recital of HALLEL AND "THANKSGIVING."!«~ , 

The Gemara attempts to derive a Chanukah law from aMishilah 
that discusses tort law: ' 
01;10 llt;1' - We learned tjJ.ere['. in a Mishnah, nO<t~ X~"O Y/; 
p'ml':x¥l1 1iJ'\O~O - If A SPARK FLIES OUT FROM UNDER A; 
blacksmith's HAMMER AND WENT ANn DAMAGED another's prop" 
ertY, "lO" - [THE BLACKSMITH]lS LIABLE. 1t;11f'~ Ilj,~1!' ?~l 
O'~'O nlVJ1~ ,'~'~ XlM) - If A CAMEL LADEN WITR FLAX WAS 
PASSING THROUGH THE PUBLIC DOMAIN ~'n'l 'lJ;llf'~ "~ml. 
im~iJ - AND ITS FLAX PROTRUDED INTO A SHQP "W ''It ".'111 
'1;11;1 - ANDWAS IGNITED BY THE SHOPKEEPER'S LIGHT, p"/1tT!' 
n1'~lJ n1;< - AND ITHE BURNllm FLAX] THEN SET A ~IANSION!"" 
outside,ABLAZE, ~'lO ?l?10 ?~~ :.. THE CAMEL'S OWNERISLIABLB 
for all damage to the bullding.['" ylM~~ "l nt< 'mQ O'lll - If..: 

NOTES 
38. Since one can use the'illumination provided by the torch for his con~~ted with corpse tumah as a result of the fighting, seven days 
personal needs, it is evident that the Chanukah light was kindledIor the were required for their purification and an additional day was needed to· 
,ake of the mitzvah (RashO. crush the olives and process the oil (Beis Yosef to Orach C!w.im 670). 

39. This is actually a very vast and diverse topic; the fpllowing few lines 43. Beis Yose! (ibid.) ""ks why the Sages established an eight-dal, 
of Gemara and our limited commentary hardly do it justice. For an f~8tiVali sinCe the single untouched flaa~ cqnt?ined ~cient oil for 0D!:' 
elaboration on the subject, see ArtScrolrs Chanukah, . night's kindling, i.t turns out that the mir.ac1.e occurred for only seven 
40, That is, when _ after three years of fighting _ the Hasmoneans nights! Over the centuries many great Torah scholars have presented .. 
expell~d th~ Syrian-GreeJts from the Temple environs. [The recapture o.f numerous answers to this justly famous question. Bets Yosef himself, 
the Temple and the miracle ofOhanuka4 occurred in the year 3597 {165 offers the following three: (a) The Hasmoneans divided the tahar oil into 
B,C.E.).·The war would co~t.inue for another·generation - until 3621 eight parts, and poured only one part into the Menorah's cups each. 
(140 B.O,E,), when the Sanhedrin and the·people proclaimed Shimon, the· night. Since the one-eighth portion burn·ed the entire night, each night 
last surviving son of Matisyahu ben Yo~hanan, their prince.,] indeed witnessed a miracle. (b) The f'iaakremained full after every filling. 

Th.e Gemara's question here - "What is Chanukah?" - seeks to oftheMenorah'Bcups.Hence,itwasevidenteven·onthefirstnight~~ 
identify the miracle that was the basis for the establishment of the a :miracle was occ,-!-rring. (c) On the first night the entire content-s of t.h~ 
holiday. The conu:nentators also discuss the origin of the name flask were poured into the cups, and the Menorah's lights burned an 
Chanukah in this connection. Megillas Taanis and PesiktC.Rabbasi (2:1) night. Nevertheless, the cups were still full in the morning [and so it. 
link the name Chanukah to the rededication (~U'IJ) of the Altar that took happened each night], Hence, a miracle occurred on·all eight nights. 
place after the retaking of the Temple from enemy hands (see also Meiri writes that on the first day ofOhanukah we pronounce bJessli}&S 
Maharsha here). Others (see Rem) interpret i1~mo as a ~ion of two for the miracle of our deliverance from the Greek oppressors, and also 83 

words - uo, they rested·:[from warfare), nN), on the twentylifth day of , an expressio~ ofthanks for the discovery of the single flask of undefiled 
Rislev - an allusion to the Hasmoneans' victory in battle. Maharsha oil, 
also citeBBereishisRabbah stating that the construction of.theTaberna- 44. I.e. theM HaNissim segment·in the IIthanksgi~gll benedictions of 
cle in the Wilderness was completed on this date (although it was not ShemonehEsrei andBircos HaMazon ('1'111Ql~ D'1lo,end ,'I "11'. reSpe<> 
dedicated until the following Nissan), tively). However, the Sages did not enact a prohibition on creative labor-
41. The Rabbis decreed that heathens import the tumah of azau through (melac!w.h) on theas days (RashO. 
direct contact (l'~l), or even by indirectly causing an object to move (t:JQQ). [Maharam of Rothenburg (cited by Tur, Drach Chaim 670) points out 
How~ver, the intact seal of the Kohen Gadol indicated that the Greeks that the Baraisa omits any mention of feasting on "Chanukah. Leuush 
never even spotted this one flask, for.had they done so the prestigious (Gruch Ghaim 670, cited by Mishnah Berurah §6) explains thai 
seal would have suggested to them that the flask contained gold or ·Chanukah differs in this respect from Purim (where feasthig is an 
precious gems, and they would have broken it open (Ran. j see Tosafas integral part of the festival) because of the nature of the event commem­
and MaJuusha). Hence, the Hasmoneans were convinced that the flask orated. The festival of Purim celebrates the·deliverance of the Jewish 
contained ritually pure olive oil, which was' fit for burning in the Temple nation from physical annihilation; hence, the celebration takes a ph~ 
Menorah. cal form, In contrast, the Syri8.I!-GJ;eekssought no~ thephys~'cal destruc:-

Citing a ruling in Taras Kohanim that allows the use of tamei oil for tion of the Jews, but their spiritual obliteration. King Antiochus d~. 
kindling the Temple M~nor~, Mizraehi (in his commentary on Smag) manded. that they reject the Torah and their beliefs .. AppropriatelY... 
asks why the Hasmoneans simply did not avail themselves of the con- therefore, the celebration oftheir deliverance expresses itselfin spiritual 
taminated flasks. Pnei Yehoshua (n)lm 'X13 n"1) explains that it was by . ways - in the lighting of lamps, and in the recital of HaUel and #41 
providential design that a miracle was performed with the single flask of HaNissim (cf. Bach and Turei Zahau ad lac.).] 
Wldefiled oil, to make the Jews aware that they were once more God's 45. Baua Kamma 62b. 
beloved, able to perform the mitzvah in a pure, unadulterated fashion. 
42. Other oil was located in a place that required a four days' journey to 
reach. [Meiri identifies this as the city of Tekoa, in the tribal portion of 
Asher, based on Mishnah, Mimachos 85b.l Hence, the oil from the single 
flesk continued to burn miraculoualy until th~ round trip could be 
completed (Ran.). Alternatively, since all the Jews were presumed to be 

46. Rashi to BauaKamma 228.j cf. Rashi ibid. 61b, where he explains i"f")'l' 
to be a large tower. 
47. Since his negligence in overloading the camel resulted in the na;:: 
protruding into the shop (Roshi). See Bava Kamma 22a·b for a full' 
expJanation oftbe camel owner's liability. 
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CITATIONS 

1. "Open up the gates of righteousness ... I will thank (odeh) the L-ord" (Tehillim/Psalms 

118:19-20) 

2. Purpose of Chanukah: Praise (Hallel) and thanks (hodo'ah) to G-d (Talmud, Shabbos 

21b) 

3. Leah names Yehudah: "Now I will thank (odeh) the L-rd (Bereishis/Genesis 29:35) 

4. "The Greeks refused to recognize anything beyond what they could see or touch ... " 

(Nachmanides/Ramban [1194-1270] on Vayikra/Leviticus 16:18) 

5. "Yaakov arose in the morning, took the stone that he placed around his head ... and 

poured oil on it" (Bereishis/Genesis 28:18) 

6. "Yaakov set up a pillar of stone where G-d had spoken with him ... and poured oil on 

1f' (Bereishis/Genesis 35:14) 

7. "Who renews in His goodness, the work of Creation every single day ... " 

/Hamechadesh b'tuvo b'chol yom ma'asei b'reishis (from the Siddur) 

8. "Truth is beauty, beauty truth. That is all you know on earth ... and all you need to 

know." (Ode on a Grecian Urn) 

9. Sheker hachein v'hevel hayofi ... / "Beauty and charm are false and vain" 

(Mishlei/Proverbs 31:30) 
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Important Dates In Greek-Jewish Relationship 

370 BCE 

c 360 BCE 

355 BCE 

347 BCE 

331 BCE 

323 BCE 

312 BCE 

245 BCE 

169-167 

167 BCE 

135 BCE 

Permitted to return to the land of Israel by the Persian emperor Cyrus (only 
42,000 of their number actually returning) 

Rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem is aborted early as Samaritans complain to 

the emperor. 

In Persia, Haman, the chief minister to King Achashverosh, hatches a plot to 
annihilate the Jews. Queen Esther comes to the rescue. 

The next Persian monarch, Darius II, Esther's son, allows the rebuilding of the 

Temple. 

Persian Empire Defeated by Alexand~r the Great 

Alexander the Great dies; Empire fragments into three large chunks: Egypt; 
Syria; Greece 

The last of the Men of the Great Assembly, Shimon HaTzaddik, is High Priest. 

Torah is translated into Greek 

Antiochus IV Epiphanes terrorizes Jews 

Hasmonean Uprising 

Miracle of Chanukah 

- t;-


