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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Whowasinvolved in stopping the rebuilding of the Temple
(Bais Hamikdash)?

2. Why was Mordechai living in the city Shushan?
3. Who was Achashverosh's father? Who was Vashti's father?

4. Why wasthe victory over Haman crucial to the rebuilding of
the Temple?

5.  Why is G-d's name absent from the Megilla?

This and much more will be addressed in the fourth lecture of this
series; "Purim”.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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PURIM
l. Preserving History
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Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of
Egypt. How he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were
feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not G-d. Therefore it
shall be, when the L-rd thy G-d hath given thee rest from al thine enemies round about,
in the land which the L-rd thy G-d giveth thee for an inheritance to possessit, that thou
shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it.
Deuter onomy 25:17-19
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Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which
thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart al the days of thy life: but make
them known to thy sons, and thy sons' sons. Especially the day that thou stoodest before
the L-rd thy G-d in Horeb, when the L-rd said unto me, Gather me the peopl e together,
and | will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they
shall live upon the earth , and that they may teach their children. Deuteronomy 4:9-10
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Remember what the L-rd thy G-d did unto Miriam by the way, after that ye were come
forth out of Egypt. Deuteronomy 24:9
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And that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, every
family, every province, and every city; and that these days of Purim should not fail from
among the Jews, nor the memoria of them perish from their seed. Esther 9: 28
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All the works of the Prophets and all the holy writings are destined to be abolished with
the exception of the Megilas Esther. It is as permanent as the five books of the Torah and
the laws of the Oral Torah that will never be abolished. And even though all
commemorations of difficult timeswill cease, the days of Purim will not; asit is stated
(Esther 9:28) " And these days of Purim will not pass from the Jews and its
commemoration will not cease from their seed.” Rambam Hilchos M egillah 2:18

. Achashverosh and the Bais Hamikdash
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And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of hisreign, wrote they unto him an
accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. And in the days of Artaxerxes
wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of their companions, unto Artaxerexes
king of Persia; and the writing of the letter was written in the Syrian tongue, and
interpreted in the Syrian tongue. Then ceased the work of the house of G-d which isat
Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.
Ezra4:6-7,24
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"In those days as the King was settled" (Esther 1:2) and it is written "in the third year of
hisreign” (Esther 1:3). Rava said: what is meant by the term "was settled"? It means after
his mind was put at ease or settled. Achashverosh said: "Balshazzer calculated but erred.
| have unerringly calculated.” What does this mean? It is written "At the end of seventy
years of the reign of Babylon | will remember you" ( Jeremiah 29:10) and it is also
written "At the end of seventy years from the destruction of Jerusalem (I will remember
and rebuild it)" (Daniel 9:2). Bashazzer added up the 45 years of Nebuchadnezzer, the
twenty three years of Evel Marodach, and his own first two years (which equals 70) and
(seeing that Jerusalem had not yet been redeemed) said that they will never be redeemed.
Thereupon he took out the vessels of the Bais Hamikdash and used them. Achashverosh
said, however, that although Balshazzer erred, | have not. Isit written seventy years from
the beginning of the kingdom of Babylon? It iswritten from (the reign of) Babylon;
meaning the reign over the Jews or in other words the exile of the Jews to Babylon. How
many years were missing then? Eight (from the beginning of the kingdom of Babylon to
the exile). He therefore added the one remaining year of Balshazzer, five of Darius and
Cyrus, and two of his own to make seventy. When he saw that according to this new
calculation seventy years had aready passed, he said: "now for sure they will never be
redeemed.” Thereupon, Achashverosh took out the vessels of the Bais Hamikdash and
used them. Satan soon came and "danced between them" and caused that Vashti be killed.
Megillah 11b
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Rabbi Y osi bar Rabbi Chaninah said ... Achashverosh put on the garments of the
Cohanim. Megillah 12a
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Achashverosh brought his own vessels (to the banquet) and the vessels of the Bais
Hamikdash. He discovered that the vessels of the Bais Hamikdash were more beautiful
than hisown. Esther Rabba 2:11
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Because they were rgjoicing over the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash, Hashem said:
"The Bais Hamikdash is destroyed and this sinner is making a celebration as well as that
sinner Vashti. Esther Rabba 3:3
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Why did Hashem do it (kill Vashti)? Because she did not let Achashverosh rebuild the
Bais Hamikdash. She said to him: That which my forefathers destroyed you wish to
rebuild? Yalkut Shimoni Esther 1049
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The king said to Esther: what is your need, Esther, and what isyour desire? All that you
desire, even half of my kingdom, will | grant it to you with one exception: building the
Bais Hamikdash. Thisis something that | swore to Geshem the Arab, Sanbalat the
Horonite, and Tuviathe Amonite slave not to let the Jews rebuild the Bais Hamikdash
because | am afraid that they will rebel against me. Targum Esther 5:6
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Because Achashverosh listened to the advice of Vashti and stopped the building of the
Bais Hamikdash his life was shortened. Targum Esther 1:1
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Rabbi Y ehudah BaRabbi Simon said: Darius the Latter was the son of Esther. He was
pure from his mother's side and impure from his father. Midrash Vayikra Rabbah 13:5

[1. Mordechai and the Bais Hamikdash
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(Mordechai) who was exiled with the exile that was exiled with Jochonia king of Judah,
whom Nebuchadnezzer exiled. Esther 2:6
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Rava said that that the term 719377 qWx impliesthat Mordechai went into exile by himself.

And why does it repeat the phrase "was exiled"? It is alluding to the fact that he was first
exiled and returned to Jerusalem and then was exiled a second time by Nebuchadnezzer.
Y alkut Shimoni 1053
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Now these are the children of the province (of Judah) that went up out of the captivity (in
the reign of Cyrus) . . . which came up with Zerubbabel . . . Mordechai... Ezra2:1,2
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Mordecha went down [to Shushan] so that the Bais Hamikdash should be built in his
time. Yalkut Shimoni 1045
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V. Haman and the Bais Hamikdash
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They came to build the Bais Hamikdash and Haman and his son Shimshai the scribe
stood up against them . . . so that the building of the Bais Hamikdash should ceasein his
time. Yalkut Shimoni 1045
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Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai the scribe wrote aletter against Jerusalem to
Artaxerxestheking inthissort: Ezra4:8 Asaresult of thisletter the building of
Jerusalem stopped. See Ezra 4:23.

V. Achashverosh's Background and his Rise to Power
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Achashverosh the king of Persiawas the son of Darius king of Media. Midrash Targum
Shainee
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Rav stated that Vashti was ayoung girl (at the time the Persians and Medes invaded
Babylon and sacked the royal palace) and ran amongst the conquerors who had at that
time settled themselvesin. In the confusion she ran to the man sitting on the royal throne
(Darius the Mede) thinking that he was her father (her father had in the mean time been
killed). Darius had pity on her and married her off to his son Achashverosh. Yalkut
Shimoni 1049.
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"He was the Achashverosh who ruled" (Esther 1:2) Rav said that thisimplies that he took
the position of power on hisown. Megillah 11a
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Vashti sent to Achashverosh the following message: Stablemaster of my father! . . .
Megillah 12b
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It iswritten: "The power of Persiaand Media: the nobles." (Esther 1:3) It is also written
(the chronicles of) "the kings of Mediaand Persia." (Esther 10:2) The Persians and
Medes made a pact between themselves: If the kings are from me, than the viceroy will
be from you. If the kings are from you, then the viceroy will be from me. Megilah 11a

VI. National Revigoration
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Why were the Jews of that generation condemned to destruction? Rabbi Shimon said . . .
because they had bowed down to the image that Nebuchadnezzer had erected. Megillah
12a
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And Mordechai would not bow nor prostrate himself before Haman (who had proclaimed
himself agod). Esther 3:2
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Rabbi Ababar Cahana said that the removal of the ring from Achashverah (to Haman)
had a greater effect than the words of the forty eight prophets and seven prophetesses that
prophesied to the Jews. Because none of the prophets could bring about a positive change
amongst the Jews but the removal of thering did. Megillah 14a
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The Jews affirmed and accepted upon themselves and their progeny . .. Esther 9:27
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Rava said that the Jews at the time of Achashverash renewed the original pledge that they
had made at Sinal as it iswritten, "The Jews affirmed and accepted.” They affirmed what
they had originally accepted. Shabbos 88a

VIl. Destruction of Amalek
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The destruction of Amalek comes before the building of the Bais Hamikdash. Sanhedrin
20b
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"Write this as a remembrance in a document” (Exodus 17:14). "Write this' refersto the
incident recorded in Exodus and Deuteronomy; "aremembrance” refers to the incident
recorded in the Prophets (Samuel | Chap. 15); "in adocument” refers to the incident
recorded in the Megilah. Megila 7a
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VIII.  Shushan
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The posts went out, being hastened by the king's commandment, and the decree was
given in Shushan the palace. And the king and Haman sat down to drink; but the city
Shushan was perplexed. Esther 3:15
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"And Mordechai passed” (Esther 4:17) Shmuel said that this refers to Mordechai's
passing through amoat. Megilah 15a

IX. The Absence of Hashem's Name.
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And Mordechai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews that werein al the
provinces of the king Achashverash, both nigh and far. Esther 9:20
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On the third of Tishrai the name of Hashem was removed from documents. When the
Greeks were in power they decreed that the name of Hashem was not allowed to be
mentioned even verbally by the Jews. When the Chasmonaic government was victorious
they ingtituted that Hashem's name be mentioned even in documents. They would write:
"such and such adate in the reign of Y ochanon the High Priest of the most High G-d".
When the Sages became aware of this practice they said: "tomorrow he will pay his debt
and the document (with Hashem's name) will be lying in the garbage. The day that they
managed to annul this practice was made into aminor holiday. Rosh Hashana 18b



