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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What were the basic differences between the Pharisees and
the Sadducees?

2. Whowerethe Eisunim?
3. Describe the circumstances that led Anan to found his sect.

4. List five areas of halacha where Anan disagreed with the
Rabbanim.

5.  What was Rav Saadyah Gaon’'s impact upon the Karaim?

This and much more will be addressed in the fourth lecture of this
series: "The Pious Heretics'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

SeriesV Lecture#4
THE PIOUSHERETICS
l. The Oral Torah
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Moses received the Torah at Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua, Joshuato the Elders, and
the Elders to the Prophets, and the Prophets to the men of the Great Assembly. Avos1:1
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R. Levi b. Chama says further in the name of R. Shimon b. Lakish: What is the meaning
of theverse: And | will give thee the tablets of stone, and the law and the commandment,
which | have written that thou mayest teach them (Exodus 24:12)? * Tablets of stone':
these are the ten commandments; ‘the law’: thisis the Pentateuch; ‘the commandment’:
thisis the Mishnah ; ‘which | have written’: these are the Prophets and the Hagiographa;
‘that thou mayest teach them’: thisis the Gemara. It teaches [us] that al these things were
given to Moseson Sinai. Berachos 5a
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Rabbi says. The verse: And thou shalt slaughter . . . as| have commanded thee
(Deuteronomy 12:22). teaches usthat Moses was instructed concerning the gullet and the
windpipe; concerning the greater part of one of these organs [that must be cut] in the case
of abird, and the greater part of each in the case of cattle. Chullin 28a
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Another [Baraitha] taught: Because he hath despised the word of the L-rd — thisrefersto
he who maintains that the Torah is not from Heaven. And even if he assertsthat the
whole Torah isfrom Heaven, excepting a particular verse, which [he maintains] was not
uttered by G-d but by Moses himself, he isincluded in ‘ because he hath despised the
word of the L-rd.” And even if he admits that the whole Torah is from Heaven, excepting
asingleinferred point, a particular kal v'‘chomer deduction or a certain gezerah shavah,
— heis till included in ‘ because he hath despised the word of the L-rd’. Sanhedrin 99a
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If aheathen is prepared to accept the Torah except one religious law, we must not receive
him [as an Isradlite]. R. Yosal son of R. Y ehudah says: Even [if the exception be] one
point of the special minutiae of the Scribes enactments. Bechor os 30b
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Our Rabbis taught: A certain heathen once came before Shammai and asked him, ‘ How
many Torahs have you? ‘Two,” he replied: ‘the Written Torah and the Oral Torah.” ‘I
believe you with respect to the Written, but not with respect to the Oral Torah; make me
a proselyte on condition that you teach me the Written Torah [only].” He scolded and
repulsed him in anger. When he went before Hillel, he accepted him as a proselyte. On
the first day, he taught him, Alef, beth, gimmel, daleth; the following day he reversed
[them ] to him. ‘But yesterday you did not teach them to me thus,” he protested. * Must
you then not rely upon me? Then rely upon me with respect to the Oral [Torah] too.’
Shabbos 31a

Il. The Sadducees

A. The Pharisees have delivered to the people a great many obser vances by
succession from their fathers, which are not written in the Laws of M oses; and for
that reason it isthat the Sadduceesregect them , and say, that we are to esteem those
observances to be obligatory which are in the written word, but are not to observe what
are derived from the tradition of our forefathers. And concerning these thingsit is that
great disputes and differences have arisen among them, while the Sadducees are able to
persuade none but the rich, and have not the popul ace obsequious to them, but the
Pharisees have the multitude on their side.  Josephus, Antiquities Book X111 Chapter
10:6
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The daughters of the Sadducees, so long asthey are in the habit of walking in the paths of
their fathers, are to be regarded as Samaritan women. If they left those pathsto walk in
the paths of Isragl, they areto be regarded as Israglitish women. R. Yosai ruled: They are
always regarded as I sragelitish women unless they leave the paths of Israel to walk in the
paths of their fathers. Nidah 33b

1. The Persian Heresies

A. The Eisunim
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Y ou should know that at the beginning of the kingdom of Yishmael aman arose in the
land east of the Euphrates who claimed that he was Moshiach. He went out with ten
thousand members of Israel. The sign that he relied upon was that he had laid down to
sleep while he was a leper and woke up healed. His endeavor was not completed and his
plan was thwarted. The Jews who followed him remained in golusin the cities [in the
area] of Isfahan. Because of him new troubles came unto them. Rambam in his Letter
to Yemen
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Abu Isi of Isfahan (685-705) came from the land [of Persial. He considered himself to be
the Messiah who is going to redeem the Jews from exile. At the head of an armed force
of ten thousand Jews, he fought with the armies of the government and waskilled in
battle. He also founded a new religious sect. He forbade the eating of meat and drinking
of wine and he forbade divorce. He [also] required [his followers] to pray seven times a
day . .. but hedidn't, however, change the traditional form of prayer, i.e. he commanded
his followersto pray Shemona Esreh and Krias Shemawith its three benedictions. He
taught that Jesus and Muhammed were prophets, but they were sent to the Gentiles and
not to the Jews. Many believed in Abu Isi and were called Issuiim or Issuniim. The sect
survived for about two hundred years after his death. Tekufas HaGaonim, S. Asaf
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B. The Yudganim
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One of the disciples of Abu Isi was Y udgan. He was a self styled prophet and Messiah.
He also founded a new sect, the sect of the Y udganim. Even after his death, his followers
claimed that he didn't [really] die but he would come back again and berevealed.  Ibid.
107
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The Moshchanim went in the footsteps of the Y udganim. We have only very sparse
knowledge regarding them. There was also another sect called the Shadchanim. It got its
name from an areain Persia. |bid.
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Besides al of the above, it is worth mentioning Moshe haParsi. He was born in Baghdad
but settled afterwardsin asmall city called Zafran in the area of Karmanshach. He left
there to settle in Tiflis[Georgia] in Caucasia. Because of this, heisalso called Abu
Amran HaTiflisi. He aso founded a sect that were called the sect of the Tiflisim which
survived along time after the death of its founder. Moshe HaParsi denied the belief in
resurrection along with many other traditional principles of belief. Ibid.
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[Rav Saadyah Gaon] composed many fine works and bestowed much benefit to the
Jewish people. He refuted the heretics and those that deny Torah. One of them was Hiwi
Al Balchi who composed his own Torah. Rav Saadyah testified that he saw elementary
school teachers [teach his works] in books and tablets. This was the situation until Rav
Saadyah came and defeated them. Raavad - Seder HaK abalah
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And thisiswhat Hiwi Al Balchi stated in hiswork in which he wrote two hundred
criticisms: Why did the Holy One, blessed be He, forsake the pure angels and instead of
resting his Glory amongst them chose to rest his Glory amongst the children of man? |
replied to him as soon as | heard hiswords: And who told you that He does not place his
Light between the angels at a greater extent than that which he places his Light amongst
mankind? | replied to him in these words:

In addition how can you know what He did to the angel on high?

It is possible that He rested His Light between them a thousand fold.

For He shined upon them commensurate to their power to serve Him in purity.
And how could you say that He detested them. Have you no fear from the Sages?

Rav Saadyah Gaon quoted in Otzar HaGaonim Berachosp. 17
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It iswritten (Shir HaShirim 8): We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts, whereon
R. Y ochanan said: Thisrefersto Elam, which was privileged to study, but not to teach.
Kiddushin 49b
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It wastaught, R. Akivasaid: When | was an ‘am ha-aretz’ (unlearned) | said: | wish that |
had a scholar [before me], and | would maul him like a donkey. Said his disciplesto him,
"Rabbi, say like adog!" "The former bites and breaks the bones, while the latter bites but
does not break the bones," he answered them. Pesachim 49b
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Once, the son of David ben Zakai went out to the district of Persia, which is part of the
domain of his father, and he wasn't honored by them. He sent and informed his father and
his father sentswrits of excommunication. He [aso] informed the vizier who informed
the king. The king sent to the king (governor) of Persiato give aid and support in his
efforts against them. When the king of Persia heard about this and when the king of
Bavel'sletter reached him, he punished them. He (the son) received much money from
Persiag, for thisis part of the domain of hisfather, and from the surrounding areas.
Afterwards he returned to Bavel. None of the Roshei Y eshivos objected to how the
incident was handled. The Account of Rav Nasan HaBavli

V. Anan and the Karaite Heresy
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Anan was a contemporary of Rav Y ehudal Gaon. Originally a Talmid Chacham, because
of his character flaws, he was not chosen to become Resh Galusa. He was subsequently
condemned as a heretic (lit. arebellious sage) for his support of the Sadducees. The
Sadducees had dwindled [both in numbers and influence] since the time of the
destruction of the Temple. Because of Anan they became more powerful. Raavad -
Sefer HaK abbalah
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The sages of the generation did not want to appoint [Anan] to the position of Resh Galusa
because of his excessive undiscipline and because he lacked the fear of G-d. They were
rather inclined towards his brother Chanania because of the extra measure of humility,
reticence and fear of G-d that he possessed. It was Chanania whom they appointed in his
stead to be Resh Galusa. At that time Anan together with all the rebellious remnants of
Tzoduk and Baiisus secretly waged a campaign to be appointed to the office of Resh
Galusa. It was conducted in secret because of the fear of governmental intervention. His
followers unilaterally appointed him to the position. On a Sunday (in 767) the
government became aware of the plot and issued a decree to imprison him until Friday
when he was to be hanged for rebellion. At the prison, he happened to meet a[famous]
Modem scholar [by the name of Ibn Hanufawho advised him to tell the authorities that
he followed a different religion than his brother]. He asked him, "Aren't there different
possible interpretations of the Torah and Mitzvos?' He replied, "Certainly!" He then said
to him, "Look into the interpretations of the religion that your brother follows and you
offer contrary interpretations. Make sure that your followers agree to these changes and
they give [a considerable] bribe to the viceroy to let you have an audience [with the
king]. Prostrate yourself before him and say, 'My master, the king! Did you appoint my
brother over the followers of one religion or two? When he replies. Over one! you say,
'My brother and | represent two distinct religions.' You will certainly be victorious as
long as you explain the actual differences between your religion and your brother's [to the
king] and your followers are in [complete] agreement.” The Argument Between the
Karaim and the Rabbanim - Likutei Kadmonim |l 103
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Anan the Karaite, may his name be rotted, the grandfather of Daniel, athree corded rope
of iniquity and heresy, said to all that erred and strayed after him: Forsake the words of
the Mishnah and Talmud and | will make for you my own Talmud. They are still engaged
in their errors and have become a nation unto themselves. He composed his own version
of aTalmud full of evil and sinfulness. Maran and Rabban Elazar Aluf, of blessed
memory, saw his abominable work which they call: Sefer HaMitzvos. It contains much
premeditated distortion. . . . And now we should excommunicate them so that they not
pray together with the Jewish community in the synagogue and we should separate them
until they repent and accept upon themselves to act according to the guidlines established
by the two Y eshivas (Sura and Pumbedeisa). Responsa of Rav Natronai Gaon quoted
in the Siddur of Rav Amram Gaon
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When a person doesn't listen to the Sages and their words heis similar to apig. For thisis
what is written: The wretched one says in his heart that thereisno G-d.. . . (Psalms 14:1)
Our Sages have explained that "wretched" refers to a pig who sullies himself with
excrement and every form of slime. Thereisno greater "pig" than he who studies the
Written Law and denies the Oral Law and denies the authority of the Sages. Perkoi ben
Baboii

E. The Karaite Version
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[The Ananites] trace their roots to Anan who was the Resh Galusa who came from the
east in the days of the Caliph al-Mansur and brought with him aversion of the Mishnah
that was copied from the handwritten original of Moshe of blessed memory. When he
saw the opposition that existed from both the Rabbanim and the Karaim, he singularly
gathered the strength to stand up against them and to argue [the fallacies that existed] in
their religion. He was well respected amongst them and was held to be a descendant of
King David of blessed memory aswell as extremely pious. They (hisfollowers) maintain
that if Anan had lived at the time of the Temple he would have been a prophet. They
(Rabbanim and Karaim) were not able to mount a meaningful opposition against him
because, besides his other qualities, he was well regarded by the Calif who gave him
great respect.

Amongst the differences between his doctrine and that of the other Jews was the creation
of the calendar (lit. the months) based on the sighting of the moon just like the Moslems.
He was not concerned about which day the first of the month would fall. He abandoned
the calculation of the Rabbanim and the intercalation of the months for he said that they
had erred. He only relied on the actual "aviv", the new barley crop. He spoke of Jesusthe
son of Mary with respect and said of Muhammed that he was a prophet sent by G-d to the
Arabs. [For Jews|, however, the Torah still remains in effect. TheArab historian
Makarizi quoted in Otzar Yisrael
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V. Anan and the New Oral Torah
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[My whole purposeis] to stop the people of Hashem from eating the non-Jewish food
that the early [Rabbanim] allowed them to eat and had made light in their eyes aswell as
the [principles of] that which isimpure and pure. . .. They said that it isallowed to
purchase oil from non-Jews that were stored in camel skins as well as drinks and sweets
that were made through the hand of non-Jewish condiment makers. [They also allowed)]
the purchase of flour without checking them for insects or droppings. . . They aso allow
the slaughter of a pregnant animal [and the eating of its fetus] which [really] should be
deemed as carrion. Sahl ben Matzliach, a Karaite contemporary of R. Saadyah Gaon
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Before we enter a synagogue we wash our hands and feet. . . . and at thetime that a
person wantsto pray he [first] washes his hands, limbs, feet and calves in the synagogue
and then does he pray. The basin that we use to wash with in the synagogue should not be
used for any other purpose. Also the water that is used in the synagogue should not have
been used for any other purpose. For prayer is considered like incense and incense was
offered in the Ohel Moed. And behold the basin and water are akin to the basin and water
that were used in the Ohel Moed. And aso the washing that is done after the prayers
demands a benediction just like any washing that is done for the purpose of amitzvah.
Sefer HaMitzvos of Anan p. 36
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Just asin the Ohel Moed one does not enter with shoes, . . . similarly, when one makes
Havdalah or teaches Torah oneis required to take off one's shoes. Just as one who enters
the Ohel Moed washes his hands and feet . . . so, too, one who makes Havdalah or
teaches Torah isrequired to wash his hands and feet. Just asin the Ohel Moed they
served in a standing position . . . so too one who makes Havdalah or teaches Torah is
required to stand. Sefer HaMitzvos of Anan p. 22
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Anan, of blessed memory, also stated that the principle of "kal v'’chomer" isvalid based
on the verse (Leviticus 18:10) Do not commit incest with your son's daughter or your
daughter's daughter. The Torah only forbids your daughter's daughter [and assumes you
to reason:] if the daughter's daughter is forbidden certainly the daughter hersdlf is
forbidden whose relationship [to her father] is stronger that her daughter's. . . . Anan, the
Resh Galusa said, Scripture states (Leviticus 14:54): Thisisthe Torah (the entire law)
regarding every leperous spot. Scripture also states (Leviticus 7:37): Thisisthe Torah
(the entire law) regarding the burnt offering, the meal offering . . . and Scripture also
states (Leviticus 7:11): Thisisthe Torah of the peace offering . . . and Scripture also
states (Leviticus 15:32): Thisisthe Torah of the "zav". Just like the laws of the burnt
offering and the peace offering and the leprous spot is not observed in the "golus® (exile)
S0, too, the laws of "tuma' regarding a dead body and a"zav" are no longer in effect in
the exile and we are no longer required to observe them. Scripture does not require the
laws of the "tuma" of a dead body to be adhered to without the existence of the ashes of
the heifer and the anointed priest. Just as these are no longer in existence, so too, the
laws of purity and impurity became null and void, for their purification is dependent on
them. In the time of the exile there are no ashes of the heifer nor the anointed priest. Just
as these became nullified and are dependent on the hand of heaven so, too, the "tuma’ of
adead body became nullified in the exile. . . There are thirteen [traditional] ways of
exposition and we agree on eleven of them.  Mateh Elokim from the Karaite M oshe
Bisheitzi
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The form of the masters of the Mishna was the same form that Anan and Binyamin
[Nahwondi] and the other imitators of the Rabbanim who wrote works on mitzvos used.
They each said what they thought to be correct and brought proofs to support their
respective positions. The Commentary of the Karaite Y efeth ben Ali

VI. Ancient Scriptures

A.
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The writings of the Sadducees are well known and are found in our possession. . . .
There are many things that are written there that are in opposition to the opinions of
the Rabbanim regarding the sacrifices and other issues. The Karaite Sahl ben
Matzliach, a contemporary of Rav Saadyah Gaon

B. We have |learned from trustworthy Jews ... that some books were found ten years
ago in arock-dwelling near Jericho. The story was that the dog of an Arab out hunting
went into a cave in pursuit of game and did not come out again; its owner went in after it
and found a chamber in the rock, in which there were many books. The hunter went off to
Jerusalem and told his story to the Jews, who came out in great numbers and found books
of the Old Testament and othersin the Hebrew script. A letter written by Timotheus|
(727-819), a ninth century Nestorian Patriarch of Seleucia, to Sergius, a
Metropolitan of Elam, first published in 1901, quoted in " The Dead Sea Scrolls', by
Edmund Wilson

C. Hear now, all you who know righteousness, and consider the works of G-d; for
He has a dispute with all flesh and will condemn all those who despise Him.

For when they were unfaithful and forsook Him, He hid His face from Israel and His
Sanctuary and delivered them up to the sword. But remembering the Covenant of the
forefathers, He left aremnant to Israel and did not deliver it up to be destroyed. Andin
the age of wrath, three hundred and ninety years after he had given them into the hand of
king Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, He visited them, and He caused a plant root to spring
from Israel and Aaron to inherit His land and to prosper on good things of His earth. And
they perceived their iniquity and recognized that they were guilty men, yet for twenty
years they were like blind men groping for the way.

And G-d observed their deeds, that they sought Him with awhole heart, and He raised
for them a Teacher of Righteousnessto guide them in the way of His heart. And he made
known to latter generations that which G-d had done to the latter generation, the
congregation of traitors, to those who departed from the way. This was the time of which
it written, "Like a stubborn heifer thus was Israel stubborn." (Hos. 4:16), when the
Scoffer arose who shed over Isragl the waters of lies . He caused them to wander in a
pathless wilderness, laying low the everlasting heights, abolishing the ways of
righteousness and removing the boundary with which the forefathers had marked out
their inheritance, that he might call down on them the curses of His Covenant and deliver
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them up to the avenging sword of the Covenant. For they sought smooth things(  *w117
npbn aphrasesimilar to  n13%7 >w137) and preferred illusions and they watched for
breaks (n1x9p) and chose the fair neck; and they justified the wicked and condemned the
just, and they transgressed the Covenant and violated the Precept. They banded together
against the life of righteousness and loathed all who walked in perfection; they pursued
them with the sword and exulted in the strife of the people.  And the anger of G-d was
kindled against their congregation so that He ravaged all their multitude ; and their deeds
were defilement before Him.

"The Priests, the Levites, and the sons of Zadok who kept the charge of My Sanctuary
when the children of Israel strayed from me, they shall offer me fat and blood." (Ezekial
44:15) The"Priests' are the converts of Israel who departed from the land of Judah, and
(the Levites are) those who joined them. The "sons of Zadok" (j277% »12) are the Elect of

Isragl, the men called by name who shall stand at the end of days.

"Their wineis the venom of serpents, the cruel poison of asps.” (Deuteronomy 32:33)
The "serpents’ are the kings of peoples and their "wine" istheir ways. And the "head of
asps' isthe chief of the kings of Greece who came to wreak vengeance upon them.  But
all these things the "builders of the wall and those who daub it with plaster”  y°r1 (712 a

phrase similar to 1°0) have not understood because a follower of the wind, one who

raised storms and rained down lies, had preached to them and all of whose assembly the
anger of G-d was kindled.

The Damascus Covenant, was discovered in the " genizah" of the Ben Ezra
Synagogue in Old Cairoin 1896 and published in 1910 by S. Schechter (Fragments
of Zadokite Work, Cambridge)

VIl.  Later Developments

A. Later Karaim
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Search wdll into the Torah and do not rely on my opinion. Sefer HaMitzvos of Anan p.
139
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Abundant peace to all the Karaim, your brothers and friends. | have already intimated the
Scriptural source for every single law [that | haveruled in thiswork]. Asfor the other
laws that the Rabbanim have ruled and written, | have not been able to find a Scriptural
reference. | have also written them [in thiswork] so that if you wish, you can rule by
them. The Preface of Masaas Binyamin from the Karaite Binyamin Nahwondi
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B. The Call to Zion
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.. . Regarding the wretched of the Jewish people who speak amongst themselves and

say: It isnot encumbent upon us to go up to Jerusalem until [the time] He gathers us up
[in the same manner] as He has cast usout . . . These are the words of those who anger
[G-d] and arefoals. . . . Fortunate is the person who trustsin G-d and who finds his
strength in the Ultimate strength. He shouldn't say: How can | go to Jerusalem due to the
fear of marauders and thieves. And from whence will | sustain myself in Jerusalem? Itis
incumbent upon you, my brothers of Isragl, to go out of your countries. . . before the evil
and confusion of tragedy befall you in your lands. . . . Behold non-Jewish nations come
from the four corners of the world to Jerusalem every month and year because of their
fear of G-d. . . . And you our Jewish brethren, hearken unto G-d. Arise and come to
Jerusalem. . . . And even if you yourselves don't come, for you lust and pursue your
businesses, send from each city five people together with their support so that we should
be as one group to continually plead to our G-d on the mountains of Jerusalem. A
Public Pronouncement from one of the Kar aite Sages of the Tenth Century

C.

onR PR D9YXRM 012977 N Y KD OX . .. WTIPT YN WAANGY NYR Y037 DINKRT

Y1737 IARD DOWIT 77 3T 12 IRPW A TIRATA DR 7w an? PRI Impn
1027 NAwa ©1¥ma 0TI

The time to be cast out of Jerusalem hastruly come! . . . If you do not lend any help to
the sect of Rabbanim, they will not survive. A Letter from the Gaon Rabbi Shiomo
ben Yehudah, Rosh Yeshiva of Yerushalayim, to One of the Outstanding Jews of
Egypt in the Year 1027

D. The Karaite Offensive
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In the generation of Rav Saadyah Gaon there were people who entertained destructive
views. The Torah of Hashem was amost lost had it not been for Rav Saadyah who
revealed what had been hidden in the Torah and strengthened that which had become
weakened and made it known through his speeches, writings, and letters (lit. pen).
Rambam, The Letter to Yemen
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E.
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Regarding all of the doubts associated with the Talmudic institution of two days of Yom
Tov the hereticsoverpower uswith their words . We wish from our master that he
refute all of their criticism just as he broadened through his wisdom [our knowledge]
through his responsa regarding blowing the shofar and thereby refuting their arguments.
[The problem is] that Rav Saadyah, of blessed memory, stated in his commentary that
therewas no doubt originally.  Question directed to Rav Hai Gaon from Rabeinu
Nissm of Kairuin

F. Karaite Forgeries
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Rabbi Pinchas ben Y air expressed the same opinion [that Shavuos falls out on the day
after Shabbos in concert with the opinion of the Sadducees and Karaim] and Saadyah saw
thisbut did not accept it. . . . And so did Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair say in hiswork in poetic
form: ... TheKaraite Salman ben Yerucham

077 ,7790 INM 1737 AN TAXPA PIT3 057 BN KXY I3 3 (XIP PTHNT TWIR NINIDY
3 X511 2077 DRI TXMIRD 1153 Y71 99°0Wn XIpn Yy oPhy 1Y PYIN Pwisn on
"077 YR 12 I OXIPAM D157 POWR 950 XXM 77 K9S 0OMY 09N 5D

And when the people of Kairuin saw that such athing had issued from the mouth of a
great Sage, they erased hiswords fromthe text. ... Eshkol HaK ofer from the Karaite
Y ehudah ben Eliah Hadasi



