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THELIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series| Lecture#4
LIFE AFTER DEATH
l. Near Death Experiences
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A similar remark was made by Y osef the son Rabbi Y ehoshua. He had beeniill and fell
into atrance. (After he recovered), his father said to him, "What vision did you have?"
Hereplied, "l saw aworld upside down, the upper below and the lower above." Hesaid
to him, "You saw awell regulated world." He asked further, "In what condition did you
see us (scholars)?' Hereplied, "Asour esteemis here, soitisthere. | also heard them
saying, 'Happy is he who comes here in full possession of hislearning.' | also heard them
saying, 'No creature can attain to the place in heaven assigned to the martyrs of the
(Roman) Government.” Who are these? Shall | say Rabbi Akiva and his comrades?
Had they no other merit but this? Obviously even without this (they would have attained
thisrank). What is meant therefore must be the martyrs of Lud. Bava Basra 10b
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Rav Hunathe son of Rabbi Y ehoshuawas onceill. Rav Papa went to inquire about him.
He saw that he was very ill and said to those present, "Make ready provisions for his
everlasting journey." Eventually, however, he recovered, and Rav Papa yearned to see
him. He said to him, "What did you seein your illness?' He replied, "It was indeed as
you thought but the Holy One blessed be He, said to them (the angels), 'Because he does
not insist upon his rights, do not be particular with him asit says. Forgiving iniquity and
passing by transgression.” Who isforgiven iniquity? He who passes by transgression.
Rosh Hashana 17a
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Il. Deathbed Visions
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At the moment of his (Rabbi Y ochanon ben Zakkai) departure he said to them, "Remove
the vessels so that they will not become unclean, and prepare a seat for Hezekiah the king
of Judah who iscoming." Berachos 28b
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Rabbi Eliezer, his (Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakkai's) disciple, commanded at the time of
his own death, "Remove [the vessels of] the courtyard so that they should not become
unclean, and prepare a seat for Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakkai." There are those that say
that he saw what his Master saw. Yerushalmi Sotah 9:16
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Before a person dies, he sees the actual vision of the Holy One blessed be He, asis stated
in Scripture: For no man can see Me and live. (Exodus 33:20) While they are dive they
cannot see. However, at the time of their death they see. In addition there is another
verse: All they that go down to the dust shall bow before Him. (Psalms 22:30) Without
delay, the person gives testimony about himself regarding all that he had donein this
world. His mouth testifies and the Holy One blessed be He signs.. . . Therefore, a person
should [always] have in mind the vision of what awaits him in the future. Calah 3:1

[1. Consciousness After Death
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Rav said to Rabbi Shmuel ben Shilas, "Be fervent in my funera eulogy, for | will be
standing there!" Shabbos 153a
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Rav Y ehudah said, "If there are none to be comforted for a dead person, ten people go
and sitin hisplace." A certain man died in the neighborhood of Rav Y ehudah. Asthere
were none to be comforted, Rav Y ehudah assembled ten men every day and they sat in
his place. After seven days he (the dead man) appeared to him in adream and said to
him, "Thy mind be at rest, for thou has set my mind at rest." Rav Abahu said, "The dead
man knows all that is said in his presence until the top stone closes the grave." Rav
Chiyyaand Rav Shimon bar Rabbi differ therein: one says: until the flesh rots away; the
other says: until the stone closes the grave. He who says, "until the flesh rots away",
because it is written: But his flesh upon him hath pain and his soul within him mourneth.
He who says, "until the top stone closes’, because it is written: And the dust return to the
earth asit was, and the spirit return unto G-d. Shabbos 152b

C.
D22 T’?'l 'l'?ﬂ'l INWR INWVIPTI NIIXD "W 777 272 yh 1107 7NIW TMR T°0M2 Twyn

02Iv2 LW RI2 NN TNIIAY XIT TR T2 3T NIIDOPY NITIN CNW YW NP
793P CIRW 79157 PPR 70720 77 79K 02199 X2 NIYIID 71 TINIDT SINRD YW
TIARY XY VWY RO 7997 0% R NYMIW NRW 73 DR 037 XOR 0°3p YW nbrnma
7Y°372 YA DOW Snynw f% TR TIANDT CMARM® Nynw an Chlan antan o
P2 XD 190 PR 9995 02wn B3 HW A fva9a ¥ R I90 INIR ARRn 712 AR
X1 799K 97 QY 7 NINDOAW NITIN CNW TNIR YAWI NPT N33 191 120 nanRn 7w’
72 7R 02195 X3 NNYIID I TIABT CNINRD YW 0YIYa ©IYI OXI2 AnIand
NRW 7373 PR %52 ROX 0°3p HW NHEANa 7913p 2IRW 79157 21K 72 *NAnK 75 X2 °ntan
MINRM NYAY 77 NIAN 70720 1% TR AR A0WI 7997 09 R ORI nymIw
7Y°372 Y1 o1 IMIR TpYn 1IDTW 7AW A°372 YT 9O Snynw 17 FInR 713757
D5 YW TpnwR 71 215N WK 12 IR A1 K 19w 791 1915 09w 9o DY nnwRa
95 19 1o s X Pwy 5w 1915 01w B YW 1pwovy aph XL Thw 13p% 1915 0Ivn
727 T°01 INIR DW INWR 1°2 LR FPDIW TV DVYIM DM P KD 1R 1597 01370
MWL oo3p SW nbrama 777ap XOTW N2 RN 0% A% 7amR 72°7 AR DW anR
X713 *N720 72 7IMR 97T QY 7 NIIDOAW NI INIX YAWI NIIART N°22 191 90 NN
I3 NNAN 7Y TR 0D X2 NYAID OM TIID7 INRMD YRw 02wa vwn

P NID72 .0 772 IYAW 733 a5 *1aw 03T



Series| 4 Lecture #4

It isrelated that a certain pious man gave adinar to a poor man on the eve of New Y ear
inayear of drought, and his wife scolded him. He went and passed the night in the
cemetery, and he heard two spirits conversing with one another. Said one to her
companion, "My dear, come and let us wander about the world and let us hear from
behind the curtain what suffering is coming on the world." Said her companion to her, "I
am not able, because | am buried in amatting of reeds. But do you go, and whatever you
hear tell me." So the other went and wandered about and returned. Said her companion
to her, "My dear, what have you heard from behind the curtain?' Shereplied, "I heard
that whoever plants after the first rainfall will have his crop smitten by hail." So he (the
pious man) went and did not sow till after the second rainfall, with the result that
everyone else's crop was smitten and his was not smitten. The next year he again went
and passed the night in the cemetery, and heard the two spirits conversing with one
another. Said one to her companion, "Come and let us wander about the world and hear
from behind the curtain what punishment is coming upon the world." Said the other to
her, "My dear, did | not tell you that | am not able because | am buried in amatting of
reeds? But do you go, and whatever you hear, come and tell me." So the other one went
and wandered about the world and returned. She said to her, "My dear, what have you
heard from behind the curtain?' She replied, "l heard that whoever plants after the later
rain will have his crop smitten with blight." So the man went and sowed after the first
rain with the result that every one else's crop was blighted and his was not blighted. Said
hiswifeto him, "How isit that |ast year everyone else's crop was smitten and yours was
not smitten, and this year everyone else's crop is blighted and yoursis not blighted?' So
he related to her all his experiences. The story goes that shortly afterwards a quarrel
broke out between the wife of the pious man and the mother of the child and the former
said to the latter, "Come and | will show you your daughter buried in a matting of reeds."
The next year the man again went and spent the night in the cemetery and heard those
conversing together. One said, "My dear, come and let us wander about the world and
hear from behind the curtain what suffering is coming upon the world." Said the other,
"My dear, leave me alone; our conversation has aready been heard among the living."
Berachos 18b



