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Rabbi Y aakov said: Thisworld is alobby before the World to Come. Prepare yourself in
the lobby so that you may enter the banquet hall. Avos4:16
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It has been taught: R. Shimon b. Y ohai says. The Holy One, blessed be He, gave I srael
three precious gifts, and al of them were given only through sufferings. These are: The
Torah, the Land of Israel and the world to come. Whence do we know this of the Torah?
— Because it is said: Happy is the man whom Thou chastenest, O L-rd, and teachest him
out of Thy law. Whence of the Land of Isragl? — Because it is written: Asaman
chasteneth his son, so the L-rd thy G-d chasteneth thee, and after that it is written: For the
L-rd thy G-d bringeth thee into agood land. Whence of the world to come? — Because it
iswritten: For the commandment is alamp, and the teaching is light, and reproofs of
sufferings are the way of life. Berachos 5a
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Wrongdoers of Israel who sin with their body and wrongdoers of the Gentiles who sin
with their body go down to Gehinnom and are punished there for twelve months. After
twelve months their body is consumed and their soul is burnt and the wind scatters them
under the soles of the feet of the righteous asit says: And ye shall tread down the wicked,
and they shall be as ashes under the soles of your feet. But as for the heretics and the
informers and the scoffers, who rejected the Torah and denied the resurrection of the
dead, and those who abandoned the ways of the community, and those who ‘ spread their
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terror in the land of the living’, and who sinned and made the masses sin, like Jeroboam
the son of Nebat and his fellows — these will go down to Gehinnom and be punished
therefor all generations, asit says. And they shall go forth and look upon the carcasses of
the men that have rebelled against me etc. Gehinnom will be consumed but they will not
be consumed, as it says: And their form shall wear away the nether world. Rosh
HaShanah 17a
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R. Shimon b. Lakish said: The word ‘covenant’ is mentioned in connection with salt, and
the word ‘ covenant’ is mentioned in connection with sufferings: the word ‘ covenant’ is
mentioned in connection with salt, asit iswritten: Neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the
covenant of thy G-d to be lacking. And the word ‘ covenant’ is mentioned in connection
with sufferings, asit is written: These are the words of the covenant. Even asin the
covenant mentioned in connection with salt, the salt lends a sweet taste to the meat, so
also is the covenant mentioned in connection with sufferings, the sufferings wash away
all the sins of aman. Berachos 5a

C.
DR X1 T (372 DIDW) MRIW 1D 1NN RIT TN IR DW 19977 Wi wpa
YwI we 3% ¥II P2IR w1 10 2903 PR WY m Capm 0PI Hw 91121 12100 R aaT
=% P PUIX TR 12 PR T 9D 200 IR LIwn % MR 119 971 Ywa wer 1% 2907
P27 1M AR LYW 12 YW T3P ¥ YW LR0TX 12 ywa T 90 203 ywa LY 12 IR
TP (779 NINW) :2°N3 RTI PPR YW ]2 PR 7D Y PUIR LRI 72 IR 0 2903
YTTAR OXIP JPMTI NNAR DY Im XD 0°137 (775 ©°727) :2°097 ,0°33 DY NaR W
WY PIMIR PRWD T X7 L,070T2 ONIAR TWYN PIMRWD T ORI LROWR KD 1010
PPIX 799 YT IR 73 IR T 3R 2307 RUIXR P MRP 007 ,XDR O 0PhIax
°397 R2°9D1 LI YW 797 YA YWA 703 IPRW YW T 92 2907 YW ,7I03 IPRY
DR SNIM (372 NIPW) MRV ,12 1IN3 K? DRI T2 9301 DONW PRM 037 MKRT TR
NI572 L7937 IPRW °D DY AR T OMIR WK DX NAMT 7,137 IPRW D DY AR T INR WK
R

For it issaid: Show me now Thy ways. Moses said before Him: L-rd of the Universe,
why isit that some righteous men prosper and others are in adversity, some wicked men
prosper and others are in adversity? He replied to him: Moses, the righteous man who
prospersis the righteous man the son of arighteous man; the righteous man whoisin
adversity is arighteous man the son of awicked man. The wicked man who prospersisa
wicked man son of arighteous man; the wicked man who isin adversity isawicked man
son of awicked man.
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The Master said above: ‘ The righteous man who prospers is a righteous man son of a
righteous man; the righteous man who is in adversity is arighteous man son of awicked
man’. But thisisnot so! For, |0, one verse says. Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children, and another verse says. Neither shall the children be put to death for the
fathers. And a contradiction was pointed out between these two verses, and the answer
was given that there is no contradiction. The one verse deals with children who continue
in the same course as their fathers, and the other verse with children who do not continue
in the course of their fathers! — [Y ou must] therefore [say that] the L-rd said thusto
Moses: A righteous man who prospers is a perfectly righteous man; the righteous man
who isin adversity is not a perfectly righteous man. The wicked man who prospersis not
a perfectly wicked man; the wicked man who isin adversity is a perfectly wicked man.
Now this[saying of R. Johanan] isin opposition to the saying of R. Meir. For R. Meir
said: only two [requests] were granted to him, and one was not granted to him. For it is
said: And | will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, although he may not deserve it,
And | will show mercy on whom | will show mercy, although he may not deserveit.
Berachos 7a
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As the three of them went out [from the tribunal] they declared their submission to [the
Divine] righteous judgment. He quoted: The Rock, Hiswork is perfect; for all hisways
are justice. Hiswife continued: A G-d of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and right
is He; and the daughter quoted: Great in counsel and mighty in work, whose eyes are
open upon al the ways of the sons of men, to give everyone according to his ways, and
according to the fruit of hisdoing. Said Rava: How great were these righteous ones, in
that the three Scriptural passages, expressing submission to Divine justice, readily
occurred to them just at the appropriate time for the declaration of such submission.
Avodah Zarah 18a
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Rava, in the name of R. Sahorah, in the name of R. Huna, says: If the Holy One, blessed
be He, is pleased with a man, he crushes him with painful sufferings. For itissaid: And
the L-rd was pleased with [him, hence] he crushed him by disease. Now, you might think
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that thisis so even if he did not accept them with love. Thereforeit issaid: To seeif his
soul would offer itself in restitution. Even as the trespass-offering must be brought by
consent, so also the sufferings must be endured with consent. And if he did accept them,
what is hisreward? He will see his seed, prolong his days. And more than that, his
knowledge [of the Torah] will endure with him. For it is said: The purpose of the L-rd
will prosper in hishand. Berachos 5a
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Thereupon he returned to the Holy One, blessed be He, and said, ‘L-rd of the Universe,
Thou hast such aman and Thou givest the Torah by me!’ He replied, ‘Be silent, for such
isMy decree'. Then said Moses, ‘L-rd of the Universe, Thou hast shown me his Torah,
show me hisreward'. * Turn thee round’, said He; and Moses turned round and saw them
weighing out hisflesh at the market-stalls. ‘L-rd of the Universe’, cried Moses, ‘such
Torah, and such areward!” Hereplied, ‘Be silent, for such is My decree’ . M enachos 29b
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R. Elazar fell ill and R. Y ochanan went in to visit him. He noticed that hewaslying in a
dark room, and he bared his arm and light radiated from it. Thereupon he noticed that R.
Elazar was weeping, and he said to him: Why do you weep? Isit because you did not
study enough Torah? Surely we learned: The one who sacrifices much and the one who
sacrifices little have the same merit, provided that the heart is directed to heaven. Isit
perhaps lack of sustenance? Not everybody hasthe privilege to enjoy two tables. Is it
perhaps because of [the lack of] children? This isthe bone of my tenth son! — He replied
to him: | am weeping on account of this beauty that is going to rot in the earth. He said to
him: On that account you surely have a reason to weep; and they both wept. In the
meanwhile he said to him: Are your sufferings welcome to you? — Hereplied: Neither
they nor their reward. He said to him: Give me your hand, and he gave him his hand and
he raised him. Berachos 5b



