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THE LIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series|V Lecture #4

SHIMON HATZADDIK:
THE DIVINE PRESENCE ON EARTH

l. Shimon HaTzaddik and the Greek Exile
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Shimon HaTzaddik (the Righteous) was one of the last of the Men of the Great
Assembly. Avos 1:2
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| did not reject them, neither did | abhor them to destroy them utterly. (Lev. 26:44) .. . In
aBaraitha, it was taught: ‘1 have not rejected them’ — in the days of the Chaldeans,
when | raised up for them Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; ‘neither did | abhor
them’ — in the days of the Greeks, when | raised up for them Shimon HaT zaddik
(the Righteous) and Hasmonai and his sons, and Mattathias the High Priest; ‘to destroy
them utterly’ — in the days of Haman, when | raised up for them Mordecai and Esther;
‘to break my covenant with them’ — in the days of the Persians, when | raised up for
them the members of the house of Rabbi and the Sages of the various generations. ‘For |
am the L-rd their G-d’ — in the time to come, when no nation or people will be able to
subject them. Megilla 11a
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It was taught: The twenty-fifth of Teveth isthe day of Mount Gerizim, on which no
eulogies are permitted. It is the day on which the Cutheans demanded the House of our
G-d from Alexander, the Macedonian, so as to destroy it, and he had given them the
permission, whereupon some people came and informed Shimon HaT zaddik. What did
the latter do? He put on his priestly garments, robed himself in priestly garments, some of
the noblemen of Israel went with him carrying fiery torches in their hands, they walked
al night, some walking on one side and others on the other side, until the dawn rose.
When the dawn rose, he [Alexander] said to them: Who are these [the Samaritans]? They
answered: The Jews who rebelled against you. As he reached Antipatris, the sun having
shone forth, they met. When he saw Shimon HaTzaddik, he descended from his carriage
and bowed down before him. They said to him: A great king like yourself should bow
down before this Jew? He answered: Hisimage it iswhich winsfor mein all my battles.
He said to them: What have you come for? They said: Isit possible that star-worshippers
should mislead you to destroy the House wherein prayers are said for you and your
kingdom that it be never destroyed! He said to them: Who are these? They said to him:
These are Cutheans who stand before you. He said: They are delivered into your hand. At
once they perforated their heels, tied them to the tails of their horses and dragged them
over thorns and thistles, until they came to Mount Gerizim, which they ploughed and
planted with vetch, even as they had planned to do with the House of G-d. And that day
they made afestive day. Y oma 69a

D. Now when Alexander, king of Macedon, . . . ended hislife; and as his
government fell among many, Antigonos, obtained Asia, Seleucus obtained Babylon; and
of the other nations which were there, Lysimachus governed the Hellespont, Cassander
possessed Macedonia, as did Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, seize upon Egypt, and while
these princes ambitiously strove one against another, every one for his own principality,
it came to pass that there were continual wars, and those lasting wars too; and the cities
were sufferers, and lost a great many of their inhabitants in these times of distress,
insomuch that all Syria, by the means of Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, underwent the
reverse of that denomination, of Savior (Soter) which he then had. He al'so seized upon
Jerusalem, and for that end made use of deceit and treachery; for as he come into the city
on a Sabbath day, asif he would offer sacrifices, he without trouble gained the city while
the Jews did not oppose him, for they did not suspect him to be their enemy; and he
gained it thus, because they were free from suspicion of him, and because on that day
they were at rest and quietness; and when he had gained it, he ruled over it in a cruel
manner. . . . But when Ptolemy had taken a great many captives, both from the
mountainous part of Judea, and from the places about Jerusalem and Samaria, and the
places near Mount Gerizim, he led them all into Egypt and settled them there.  Josephus
Flavius, Antiquities of the Jews Book XI1 Chapter |
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E. When Onias the high priest died, his son Simon (Shimon) became his successor.
He was called Simon the Just (Shimon HaT zaddik) because of both his piety towards G-d
and his kind disposition to those of his own nation. Josephus Flavius, Antiquities of the
Jews Book X1l Chapter I1:5

F. It was Simon, the son of Onias, the great priest, who in hislifetime repaired the
House, and in his days strengthened the Sanctuary. He laid the foundation for the height
of the double wall, the lofty substructure for the temple enclosure. In his days, a water
cistern was hewed out, areservoir in circumference like the sea. He took thought for his
people to keep them from calamity and fortified the city against siege.  TheWisdom of
Ben Sira50: 1-4

Il. The Saint of His Generation

A. How glorious he was surrounded by the people, as he came out of the Sanctuary!
Like the morning star among the clouds, like the moon when it isfull; like the sun
shining forth upon the sanctuary of the Most High; like the rainbow, showing itself
among glorious clouds. Like rosesin the days of first fruits; like lilies by a spring of
water; like a sprig of frankincense on summer days. Like fire and incense in the censer;
like adish of beaten gold adorned with al kinds of precious stones. Like an olive putting
forth itsfruit, and like a cypress towering among the clouds. When he assumed his
glorious robe, and put on glorious perfection, and when he went up to the holy altar, he
made the court of the Sanctuary glorious. And when he received the portions from the
hands of the priests, as he stood by the hearth of the altar, with his brothers like a wreath
about him, he was like a young cedar of Lebanon, and they surrounded him like the
trunks of pam trees. .. The Wisdom of Ben Sira 50: 5-12
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Our Rabbis taught: Throughout the forty years that Shimon HaTzaddik (the Righteous)
ministered, the lot [ For the L-rd’] would always come up in the right hand; from that
time on, it would come up now in the right hand, now in the left. And [during the same
time], the crimson-coloured strap would become white. From that time on, it would at
times become white, at others not. Also: Throughout those forty years, the westernmost
light was shining, from that time on, it was now shining, now failing; also the fire of the
pile of wood kept burning strong, so that the priests did not have to bring to the pile any
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other wood besides the two logs, in order to fulfil the command about providing the
wood constantly; from that time on, it would occasionally keep burning strongly, at other
times not, so that the priests could not do without bringing throughout the day wood for
the pile [on the altar]. [ During the whole period] a blessing was bestowed upon the Omer,
the two breads, and the shewbread, so that every priest, who obtained a piece thereof as
big asan olive, ate it and became satisfied with some eating thereof and even leaving
something over. From that time on, a curse was sent upon Omer, two breads, and
shewbread, so that every priest received a piece as small as a bean; the well-bred ones
withdrew their hands from it, whilst voracious folk took and devoured it. Y oma 39a
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Our Rabbis taught: In the year in which Shimon HaTzaddik (the Righteous) died, he
foretold them that he would die. They said: Whence do you know that? He replied: On
every Day of Atonement an old man, dressed in white, wrapped in white, would join me,
entering [the Holy of Holies] and leaving [it] with me, but today | was joined by an old
man, dressed in black, wrapped in black, who entered, but did not leave with me. After
the festival [of Sukkoth], he was sick for seven days and [then] died. His brethren, the
priests, thereupon forbore to mention the Ineffable Name in pronouncing the [priestly]
blessing. Yoma 39b

1. Upon What Does the World Stand?
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Shimon HaTzaddik (the Righteous) was one of the last of the Men of the The Great
Assembly. He used to say: The world is based upon three things: The [study of] Torah,
Divine Service, and the practice of loving kindness. Avos 1:2
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We were taught there (Avos 1:2): Shimon HaT zaddik (the Righteous) was one of the last
of the Men of the Great Assembly. He used to say: The world is based upon three things:
The [study of] Torah, Divine Service, and the practice of loving kindness. All three are
alludedtoinasingleverse (Isaiah 51:16): And | have put my words in your mouth, and |
have covered you in the shadow of My hand, that | may plant the heavens, and lay the
foundations of the earth, and say to Zion, You are my people. And | have put My words
in your mouth, refersto the study of Torah. And | have covered you in the shadow of
My hand, refersto the practice of kindness. This teaches us that anyone who is engrossed
in the study of Torah and the practice of kindness will merit to dwell in the shade of the
Holy One, Blessed be He. Thisiswhat is meant by the verse (Psalms 36:8); How
preciousis Your loving kindness, O G-d! Therefore, the children of men take refuge
under the shadow of Your wings.  That | may plant the heavens, isreferring to the
sacrifices. And say to Zion, you are My people,  refersto [the people of] Isragl. Rabbi
Chinana bar Papa said: We have researched the entire corpus of Scripture and have not
found anywhere that | srael is called Zion with the exception of the verse, And say to
Zion, you are My people. Talmud Y erushalmi Taanis4:2
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Shimon HaTzaddik (the Righteous) was one of the last of the Men of the Great
Assembly. He used to say: The world is based upon three things: The [study of] Torah,
Divine Service, and the practice of loving kindness. How is it based upon Torah? Behold
it isstated (Hoshea 6:6):  For | desired loving kindness, and not sacrifice; and the
knowledge of G-d more than burnt offerings. From here we see that [although] a burnt
sacrifice is the most endearing of any sacrifice, (thisis because the burnt sacrificeis
totally consumed by the fire, asit stated (Lev. 1:9:  And the priest shall burn all on the
altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor to the L-rd. In
another placeit is stated (Samuel | 7:9): And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it
for a burnt offering wholly unto the L-rd; and Samuel cried to the L-rd for Israel; and the
L-rd heard him), the study of Torah, however, is more endearing before the Omnipresent
than burnt offerings. The reason is that when a person studies Torah he becomes
acquainted with the very Mind of the Omnipresent asis stated (Prov. 2:5): Then shall you
understand the fear of the L-rd, and find the knowledge of G-d.  From here we see that
when a scholar sits and expounds before the community, it is considered by Scripture as
if he brought [the abdominal] fat and blood [of a sacrifice] on top of the atar.
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If, at the time when two Torah scholars are sitting and are engrossed in Torah study, a
bride or the bier of a dead person pass by, if there are sufficient people present in the
entourage [accompanying the bride or deceased,] then they should not cease from their
studies. If that is not the case, however, they should get up and [join the entourage and]
speak the praises of the bride or accompany the dead body. There was an incident with
Rabbi Y ehudabar Illaei, who was sitting and teaching his students when a bride passed
by. He took by the hand enough [students] as were needed and spoke of the praises of the
bride until the bride had passed by. He said to them: What is this? They said to him:

[Just] abride who is passing by. He said to them: My children, stand up and become
involved in the [needs] of the bride, for we find that the Holy One, blessed be He,
Himself, became involved in the needs of abride asit is stated (Gen. 2:22) And Hashem,
G-d, built up (or braided the hair of) the side (or rib) of man. If He becameinvolved,
most certainly should we! And where do we find that Hashem became involved in the
needs of a bride? Asit is stated in Scripture (Gen. 2:22):  And Hashem, G-d, built up (or
braided the hair of) the side (or rib) of man , and in the cities beyond the sea, they call
braiding baneesa (the word for building). From here, we see that Hashem prepared Chava
(Eve) for Adam, beautified her, and brought her before Adam, asit is stated (Gen. 2:22)
And He brought her to Adam. Originally, the Holy One, blessed be He, became a
shushbin (the man who looks after the wedding arrangements for a friend), from that time
on, aperson acquires a shushbin for himself, asit is stated in Scripture (Gen. 2:23): [This
time] thiswoman is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. Originaly, Chavawas
fashioned from Adam, subsequently, a man marries the daughter of his friend.

How is the world based upon Divine Service? At the time when the Temple service was
still in existence, the world was a blessed place for its inhabitants and the rains fell at
their appointed times, asis stated in Scripture (Deut. 11:13-15): And it shall cometo
pass, if you shall give heed diligently to My commandments which | command you this
day, to love the L-rd your G-d, and to serve Himwith all your heart and with all your
soul, that | will give you therain of your land in its due season, thefirst rain and the
latter rain, that you may gather in your grain, and your wine, and your oil and | will send
grassin your fields for your cattle, that you may eat and be full. When the Temple
serviceis no longer in existence, however, the world is not a blessed place for its
inhabitants and the rains do not fall at their appointed times, asis stated in Scripture
(Deut. 11:16-17): Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and you turn
aside, and serve other gods, and worship them; and then the L-rd’ s anger be kindled
against you, and He will close the skies, that there should be no rain, and that the land
yield not her fruit; and lest you perish quickly from off the good land which the L-rd
givesyou. Similarly, it is stated (Chaga 2:15-16) And now, | pray you, consider fromthis
day onward. Before a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of the L-rd; since they
wer e, when one came to a heap of twenty measures, there were but ten; when one came
to the wine vat to draw out fifty measures of the press, there were but twenty. Why
didn't it state regarding wine that originally it was twenty and now ten asit had stated
regarding wheat? Because wine is a greater sign of blessing than wheat. This teaches us
that when the wine is affected it isa bad sign for the entire year. Israel says before the
Holy One, blessed be He, "Why do you do thisto us?' The Holy Spirit responds (Chagai
1:9), "You looked for much, and, behold, it came to little; and when you brought it home,
| blew it away. Why? says the L-rd of Hosts. Because of My house that liesin ruins, and
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everyone of you runsto his own house." But if you areinvolved in the service of the
Temple | will blessyou as| did before asis stated (Chagai 2:18-19): Consider now from
this day onward, from the twenty fourth day of the ninth month, from the day when the
foundation of the temple of the L-rd was laid, consider it. Isthe seed yet in the barn? Do
the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, still not bring forth?
Fromthisday on, | will blessyou. Thisteaches usthat there is no service that is more
endearing to the Holy One, blessed be He, than the Divine Service in the Temple.

How is the world based upon the practice of loving kindness? Behold it is stated (Hoshea
6:6): For | desired loving kindness, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of G-d more
than burnt offerings. The world was only created through loving kindness asiit is stated
(Psalms 89:3):  For | have said, The world is built through loving kindness; Your
faithfulness shall You establish in the very heavens.  One time, Rabban Y ochanon ben
Zakai was leaving Jerusalem and Rabbi Y ehoshua was following behind. When he saw
the ruins of the Temple, Rabbi Y ehoshua said, "Woe isto usthat this placeisin ruins, the
place where the sins of the Israel were atoned for." [Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai] said to
him, "My son, don't be upset. There is another form of atonement which isjust like it.
What isit? Thisisloving kindness, asit is stated (Hoshea 6:6): For | desired loving
kindness, and not sacrifice. Similarly, we find that Daniel, a man greatly beloved, was
involved in practicing loving kindness. Asis stated in Scripture (Daniel 6:17):  Now the
king spoke and said to Daniel, Your G-d whom you serve continually, He will save you.
What was the service that he practiced? If you suggest that it was burnt offerings or other
sacrifices that he offered in Babylon, that can't be. Behold, it is stated in Scripture (Deut.
12:13-14): Take heed to yourself that you offer not your burnt offeringsin every place
that you see; But only in the place which the L-rd shall choose in one of your tribes,
there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that | command you.
Rather, it isreferring to the practice of loving kindness with which he was involved. He
would prepare a bride for her wedding and would cause her to rejoice. He would
accompany the bier of the deceased and he would give a coin to the poor. And he would
pray three times aday and his prayers were willfully accepted asit is stated (Daniel

6:11): Now when Daniel learned that the writing was signed, he went into his house; his
windows were open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, and he kneeled upon his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his G-d, as he had done
previously. Avos D'Rabbi Nassan Chapter 4



