SERIES XV LECTURE IV
7702
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Whenthey traveled in the desert, an ark went before them. What
did that ark contain?

2.  The section describing the ark’ s travels, “vayehi binsoa ha-aron,”
IS preceded and succeeded with two inverted “nun”s. Why?

3.  Describe the events that forced Moshe to appoint seventy eldersto
help him lead the people.

4.  Describe the mission of the spies that Moshe sent oui.

5. What was the principle deficiency (chisoron) of the people of
Israel that brought about the sin of the spies (chet hameraglim)?

This and much more will be addressed in the fourth lecture of this series:
"Forty Yearsin the Desert".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

Thislectureisdedicated to the honor and merit of the
Schulman family



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XV Lecture #4
FORTY YEARSIN THE DESERT:
l. The Departure from Sinai
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And it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the second year, that the cloud
was taken up from the tabernacle of the Testimony. And the people of Israel took their journeys
out of the wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud rested in the wilderness of Paran. And they first
took their journey according to the commandment of the L-rd by the hand of Moses. In the first
place went the standard of the camp of the sons of Judah according to their armies; and over his
army was Nahshon the son of Amminadab. And over the army of the tribe of Issachar was
Nethaned, the son of Zuar. And over the army of the tribe of Zebulun was Eliab, the son of
Helon. And the tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari set
forward, carrying the tabernacle. And the standard of the camp of Reuben set forward according
to their armies; and over his army was Elizur the son of Shedeur. And over the army of the tribe
of Simeon was Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai. And over the army of the tribe of Gad was
Eliasaph, the son of Deuel. And the Kohathites set forward, carrying the sanctuary; that the
tabernacle should be set up before they arrived. And the standard of the camp of the sons of
Ephraim set forward according to their armies;, and over his army was Elishama the son of
Ammihud. And over the army of the tribe of Manasseh was Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur. And
over the army of the tribe of Benjamin was Abidan, the son of Gideoni. And the standard of the
camp of the sons of Dan set forward, which was the rear guard of all the camps throughout their
armies; and over his army was Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. And over the army of the tribe
of Asher was Pagiel, the son of Ocran. And over the army of the tribe of Naphtali was Ahira, the
son of Enan. Thus were the journeys of the people of Isragl according to their armies, when they
set forward. Numbers10:11-28
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And they departed from the mount of the L-rd three days' journey; and the ark of the covenant of
the L-rd went before them in the three days' journey, to search out aresting place for them. And
the cloud of the L-rd was upon them by day, when they went out of the camp. Numbers
10:33-34
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And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, L-rd, and let Your
enemies be scattered; and let them who hate You flee before You. And when it rested, he said,
Return, O L-rd, to the many thousands of Isragl. Numbers 10:35-36
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Rashi explained that [the ark in the above versg] is referring to the one which accompanied them
when they went out to battle. That one contained the pieces of the broken set of tablets. . . . This
is the opinion of Rav Yehudah ben Lakish (Yerushami Shekalim Chapter 4): It was taught:
Rabbi Yehudah ben Lakish said, “There were two arks that traveled with Isragl in the desert:
One in which the Sefer Torah was placed and one in which the pieces of the broken tablets were
placed. The one which contained the Sefer Torah rested in the Tent of Meeting. . . . The one
containing the pieces of the broken tablets accompanied them in battle. The other Rabbis say that
there was but one ark. It only went out to battle once, during the time of Eli [HaKohen] and it
was captured.” Haamek Davar, Numbers 10:33
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Our Rabbis taught: And it came to pass when the ark set forward that Moses said, [etc.]: for this

section the Holy One, blessed be He, provided signs above and below, to teach that thisis not its
place. Rabbi said: It is not on that account, but because it ranks as a separate Book. With whom
does the following dictum of R. Shmuel b. Nahmani in R. Y onathan's name agree: She [Wisdom]
has hewn out her seven pillars. (Proverbs 9:1) - this refers to the seven Books of the Law? With
whom? With Rabbi. Who is the Tanna that disagrees with Rabbi? It is R. Shimon b. Gamliel. For
it was taught, R. Shimon b. Gamliel said: This section is destined to be removed from here and
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written in its [right place]. And why is it written here? In order to provide a break between the
first [account of] punishment and the second [account of] punishment. What is the second
[account of] punishment? — And the people were as murmurers, [etc.]. (Numbers 11:1) The first

[account of] punishment? — And they moved away from the mount of the L-rd, (ibid. 10:33)

which R. Hama b. R. Hanina expounded [as meaning] that they turned away from following the
L-rd. And whereisits[rightful] place? — In [the chapter on] the banners. Shabbos 115b-116a
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The first [account of] punishment? - And they moved away from the mount of the L-rd,

(Numbers 10:33): Rashi explained that from that moment they began the process of requesting
meat. This explanation was not accepted by Ri (Rabbainu Yitzchak). [The Ri] based his
explanation on the following Midrash (Yelamdainu): And they departed from the mount of
the L-rd three days journey like a child leaving school who hurriedly runs away, so, too, they
were fleeing from Mount Sinai on a three day journey, for they [felt that they] had learned much
(an excessive amount of) Torah at Sinai. The Holy One, blessed be He, said: | won't put one
account of punishment next to another, but rather | will separate them, with, “And it came to
pass, when the ark set forward etc.” Tosefos, ibid.
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. . . In the desert they were being led through the Divine attribute of “Splendor”, which
accompanied Moshe at his right hand, which is completely beyond the limits of nature. In the
Land of Israel they were being led through natural means with Divine Providence acting in a
hidden manner. This change [of mode of |eadership] began while they were in the desert in their
fortieth year, as we will explain in Parshas Chukas (Numbers Chapter 20). Based on that change
of mode of leadership, did they wage war against the Canaanites and against Sichon in a natural
manner. Even the “mateh”, the staff, was not always in Moshe’'s hand; only when it was
absolutely necessary, as we will explain there. Regarding the transition which is indicated in this
Book, did our Sages of blessed memory state in Midrash Rabbah, Chapter 3, “ [The verse,] ‘And
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G-d divided between the light and between the darkness,’ is referring to the Book of Numbers,
which divides between those who left Egypt and those who entered the Land.” . . . According to
this it would seem that the statement of our Sages, of blessed memory, that, “And it came to
pass, when the ark set forward etc.”, is a separate Book (Sefer). This teaches us that the very
beginning of this transition occurred with, “And [it came to be] when the people complained, [it
displeased the L-rd; and the L-rd heard it; and His anger was kindled; and the fire of the L-rd
burnt among them, and consumed those who were in the outlying parts of the camp].” Since He
was conducting their affairs with the attribute of Splendor, they were punished as soon as they
sinned, for the protection of Divine Providence was by their right hand. This was very difficult
for them to bear and it was the cause that they sent out spies, as will be explained in Parshas
Shelach, which, in turn, ultimately brought about the changes [in the way which G-d dealt with
them] that will be explained there. Consequently, this small section, divides between the two
ways that G-d conducted himself vis-a-vis Israel, the one before it and the one after it describing
two distinct ways of conduct, each one a separate account. As | explained on the verse (Gen.
5:1), “Thisis the book of the generations of Adam,” an account of an imporant matter [can aso
be] referred to as a [separate] Book. Haamek Davar, Introduction to his Commentary to the
Book of Numbers

. Descent from the Heights
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And [it came to be] when the people complained (into the ears of the L-rd), it displeased the
L-rd; and the L-rd heard it; and His anger was kindled; and the fire of the L-rd burnt among
them, and consumed those who were in the outlying parts of the camp. And the people cried to
Moses, and when Moses prayed to the L-rd, the fire was quenched. And he called the name of
the place Taberah; because the fire of the L-rd burnt among them. Numbers 11:1-3
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And [it came to be (vayehi) that] when the people complained: This expression (vayehi) is
only used in a situation where the root cause was already there. From the use of this term we see
that the people were previously deficient and merely returned to their former deficient state. . . .
and consumed those who wer e (biketzie) in the outlying parts of the camp: There are those
that say that this is specifically referring to the proselytes who were set apart and lived at the
periphery of the camp. Rabbi Shimon ben Menasia said that this expression, “and consumed
those who were biketzie of the camp,” isreferring to the most prestigious (katzinei) of them, as
it says (Judges 11:11), “. . . and the people made him chief and captain (katzin) over them.”
Sifrei, BaMidbar, Chapter 5



Series XV 5 Lecture #4

3 PIIR2 D°I2TAW 1D 777 12TV {200 37wnI ORI T ArOwn v 757 (3
$7927 951 NInWwI PR DY 7I0m R¥N 03 NI7IT2 22057 1 K2 .TH WV 073 YD 77wn
7Y RP71 KOR LT WIIYA 0 K2 7K TAARD 2w 927 NIIY 2 X7 (D XIpniT 02000
’7 2w XD 09IV 927m3 5”RWM LXPDIT ‘N INMAWN M PIonT K2 K? DAR L7mnma 0210701
P7TIP WR RYY WRD LINRN AP PORN . L L .0RYTRT DXIWY 9DBYR N33 WIRNTY [1IRT 10
WITT LWRA Ypwny fwn 595nn aORDT WX 720 KD 719327 1ownb iedn manni xR 772
OF2 WRT Y31 27V 79I DIRD 9N 02990 197 0°217a0w vwbi 28w T 13777 .0V N8P

R:X° 1272% 127 pRyn (N

. when the people complained into the ears of the L-rd: The meaning of this is that the
Shechinah (Divine Presence) rested amongst Israel. Consequently, as soon as they spoke it was,
in a manner of speech, as if they spoke directly into His ears, and for that reason they were
immediately punished. Thisisin contrast to what is written regarding the subsequent generations
(Deut. 23:10), “When you go out to encamp against your enemies, then keep yourself from every
wicked thing,” and Scripture concludes (ibid. 15), “lest He should see an unclean thing in you,
and turn away from you.” Thisis indicative that the punishment will not occur immediately, but
rather, [because He will turn away,] they will be exposed to the dangers of battle. The damage
will not occur immediately, however, through His supernatural Providence. Whereas in the
desert, G-d did not remove His presence from the Ark and the Sanctuary and the myriads and
thousands of righteous. . .. [Thefire] consumed those who were biketzie of the camp: When
the fire went out from the Holy of Holies, it burned that part of the camp that was closest to the
Mishkan. Before the fire got any further, Moshe prayed and the fire subsided. The drasha is that
it refers to the captains - katzinei, is in concert with the simple meaning, as the most prestigious
were situated closest to the Tent of Meeting. Consequently, the fire first came in contact with
them. Haamek Davar, Bamidbar 11:1
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And the mixed multitude that was among them had a strong craving; and the people of Israel aso
wept again, and said, Who shall give us meat to eat? We remember the fish, which we ate in
Egypt for nothing; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic;
But now our soul is dried away; there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes. And
the manna was as coriander seed, and its color as the color of bdellium. And the people went
about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in pans, and
made cakes of it; and the taste of it was like the taste of fresh oil. And when the dew fell upon
the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it. Then Moses heard the people weep throughout
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their families, every man in the door of his tent; and the anger of the L-rd was kindled greatly;
and Moses aso was displeased. And Moses said to the L-rd, Why have You afflicted Your
servant? and why have | not found favor in Y our sight, that Y ou lay the burden of all this people
upon me? Have | conceived al this people? Have | fathered them, that Y ou should say to me,
carry them in your bosom, like a nursing father carries the sucking child, to the land which You
swore to their fathers? From where should | have meat to give to al this people? for they weep
to me, saying, Give us meat, that we may eat. | am not able to carry al this people alone,
because it is too heavy for me. And if You dea thus with me, kill me, | pray you, at once, if |
have found favor in Y our sight; and let me not see my wretchedness. Numbers 11:4-15
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And the mixed multitude that was among them had a strong craving: They were not
complaining about poor conditions, but rather about the lack of satisfaction of their cravings and
their deprivation of the pleasures of eating meat, for the mannawas not very tasty to everyone, as
is stated in Yoma (75a). But their complaining caused mass crying even amongst the people of
Israel, for whom the manna was very tasty, and they [too] said, “Who shall give us meat to eat?’
for the pleasure of meat is the essential pleasure of dining, asis evident in the Midrash Bereishis
Rabbah Chapter 67 . . . Behold, the expression, “vayoshuvu” - and they went back [and wept],
comes to teach us that this idea [of feeling deprivation] was aready with them, but they hadn’t
yet expressed it until now, as we stated in our commentary to Exodus 16. [ See above page 3, as
this reflects Rashi’s explanation of the gemora Shabbos 116a, that when they left Mount Sinai
they were aready harboring such thoughts. See text of Haamek Davar for further details.]
Haamek Davar, Numbers 11:4
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...and let me not see my wretchedness: for the tragedy of a person who dies from heartacheis
two fold. [Not only does he suffer death,] but he is aso aware of his impending demise during
his prolonged illness. [Moshe isin fact saying,] “If you don’t kill me, | will die from the pain and
grief [of dealing with them] and, in addition, | will be aware of my wretchedness [during this
period of prolonged dying]. It is better, therefore, to die while | am still heathy.” Haamek
Davar, Numbers 11:15
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And the L-rd said to Moses, Gather to me seventy men of the elders of Isragl, whom you know to
be the elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them to the Tent of Meeting, that
they may stand there with you. And | will come down and talk with you there; and | will take of
the spirit which is upon you, and will put it upon them; and they shall carry the burden of the
people with you, that you carry it not yourself alone. Numbers 11:16-17
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Gather to me seventy men of the elders of Israel: These are people of the highest spiritual
level who will be fit to stand before Me to receive the Divine Sprit. Whom you know to be the
elders of the people: Regarding the leadership of the community, these men are also regarded
by them as being their “elders’ and the people will follow their directives. And officers: who
can show courage and ingtill fear when it is needed, just like the [police] officers who discipline
the populace. Haamek Davar, Numbers 11:16
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And say to the people, Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall eat meat; for you have
wept in the ears of the L-rd, saying, Who shall give us meat to eat? for it was well with us in
Egypt; therefore the L-rd will give you meat, and you shall eat. You shall not eat one day, nor
two days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days; But a whole month, until it comes out
from your nostrils, and it becomes loathsome to you; because you have despised the L-rd who is
among you, and have wept before Him, saying, Why did we come out of Egypt? Numbers
11:18-20
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. . . because you have despised the L-rd who is among you: i.e. the glory of the revelation of
the Shechina (Divine Presence) which is in your midst, for while you were in Egypt you didn’t
actually experience this exquisite pleasure. And when you say that it would have been better for
you to have remained in Egypt, because we had meat, you have indicated that the pleasure of
eating meat is more precious than the pleasure of the revelation of the Shechina. There is no
greater shame and disgust than that. - Why did we come out of Egypt? In addition, they said
that it was foolish for us to have left Egypt and to have listened to Moshe. In effect they were
regretting the good and uprightness that they had done, as if to say that they hadn’'t wanted to
leave Egypt. This is similar to the statement of our Sages at the end of the first chapter of
Kiddushin 40b, that someone who regrets their previous good deeds [is considered asif he didn’t
accomplish them and will therefore not be rewarded for them]. And if they had truly not left,
they would have died [in Egypt] in the days of darkness, as is well known. Consequently, you
too will die. Haamek Davar, Numbers 11:20
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And the people stood up all that day, and all that night, and al the next day, and they gathered
the quails; he who least gathered, gathered ten homers; and they spread them all abroad for
themselves around the camp. And while the meat was yet between their teeth, before it was
chewed, the anger of the L-rd was kindled against the people, and the L-rd struck the people with
avery great plague. And He called the name of that place Kibroth-Hattaavah; because there they
buried the people who had the craving. And the people journeyed from Kibroth-Hattaavah to
Hazeroth; and abode at Hazeroth. Numbers 11:32-35
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He who least gathered gathered ten homers: | heard in the name of the Gaon, Rabbainu
Eliyahu [of Vilna], of blessed memory, that those who gathered the least were [in the middle of
the camp] furthest away from either end. Consequently they had to walk a parsang and a half to
get there and a parsang and a half back. [In order to gather ten homers] he had to do this ten
times, [a homer’s load each time]. This would have taken them the time to walk thirty parsangs,
which is a full day, night, and day. Consequently, the meaning of, “and they spread them all
abroad for themselves around the camp,” is that they they spread it out in the inner area, close to
their own tents, not around the outer perimeter of the camp, as the term is used previously
(Numbers 11:31). - The anger of the L-rd was kindled against the people: because of their
diligence, working day and night without rest, to fill their cravings. Haamek Davar, Numbers
11:32-33
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IV.  Thelncident of the Spies
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And you came near me every one of you, and said, We will send men before us, and they shall
search us out the land, and bring us word again by which way we must go up, and to what cities
we shall come. And the saying pleased me well; and | took twelve men of you, one from each
tribe. Deuteronomy 1:22-23
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Search us out the land: It does not say, “View the land,” for the people didn’t send them there
to see if the land was good or not. Rather, as Ramban explains, they only sent them so that they
should see how to conquer the land in the most assured manner, as we explained in Parshas
Shelach. This is because they didn’t want to enter the land in a supernatural manner, for they
didn’t want to be led in this dangerous way; [dangerous in the sense that they were constantly
being held to higher standard and would be immediately punished, if they sinned.] For that
reason it is written “v’'yachparu,” - search us out (literally dig deeply), to view the deeply held
secrets, i.e. the mission of spies. Haamek Davar, Deuter onomy 1:22
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And the saying pleased me well: For even Moshe understood that this holy manner of Divine
conduct was difficult for Israel to bear, i.e. not to stumble for even an instance, as was the case
until they reached Kadesh Barnea. And | took twelve men of you, one from each tribe: . . .
Moshe Rabbainu realized that the conquest would be difficult, unless they had faith and trust in
G-d coupled with adesire to inherit this superior land. This wouldn’t be possible using strangers,
[even though strangers would have the advantage of blending in with the populace,] only through
“you”, for in the process they would see the beauty of the land and its fruit, as He commanded
them in Parshas Shelach, so that the attraction of the land would be felt by these children [of
Israel]. In addition, Moshe felt that these emissaries would strengthen their resolve [being there)]
just as Calev had, when he came to Hebron. . . . If all of the emissaries had done likewise there, it
would have resulted in a heightened level of their trust in G-d and a strengthening of the resolve
of the entire people of Israel, something that could never have been accomplished by strangers
who would have only viewed the physical aspects of the walls and people therein. Haamek
Davar, Deut. 1:23
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And the L-rd spoke to Moses, saying, Send men, that they may spy (tour) the land of Canaan,
which | give to the people of Israel; of every tribe of their fathers shall you send a man, every
one a leader among them. And Moses, by the commandment of the L-rd, sent them from the
wilderness of Paran; all those men were chiefs of the people of Isragl. . . . And Moses sent them
to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, Go up this way southward, and go up into the
mountain; And see the land, what it is; and the people who live in it, whether they are strong or
weak, few or many; And what the land is that they live in, whether it is good or bad; and what
citiesthey are that they live in, whether in tents, or in fortresses; And what the land is, whether it
is fat or lean, whether there is wood in it, or not. And be you of good courage, and bring of the
fruit of the land. Now the time was the time of the first ripe grapes. Numbers 13:1-3, 17-20
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So they went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, as men come to
Hamath. And they ascended by the south, and came to Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and
Talmai, the sons of Anak, were. Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt. And
they came to the brook of Eshkol, and cut down from there a branch with one cluster of grapes,
and they bore it between two on a pole; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs.
The place was called the brook Eshkol, because of the cluster of grapes which the people of
Israel cut down from there. And they returned from searching the land after forty days. And they
went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the people of Israel, to the
wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word to them, and to all the congregation, and
showed them the fruit of the land. And they told him, and said, We came to the land where you
sent us, and surely it flows with milk and honey; and this is its fruit. Nevertheless, the people,
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who live in the land, are strong, and the cities are walled, and very great; and moreover we saw
the children of Anak there. The Amalekites live in the land of the Negev; and the Hittites, and
the Jebusites, and the Amorites, live in the mountains; and the Canaanites live by the sea, and by
the side of the Jordan. And Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at
once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. But the men who went up with him
said, We are not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we. And they
brought up an evil report of the land which they had spied to the people of Israel, saying, The
land, through which we have gone to spy, is aland that eats up its inhabitants; and all the people
that we saw in it are men of a great stature. And there we saw the Nefilim, the sons of Anak,
who come from the Nefilim; and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so were we in
their sight. Numbers 13:21-33
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And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. And all
the people of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron; and the whole congregation
said to them, Would G-d that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would G-d we had died in this
wilderness! And why has the L-rd brought usto thisland, to fall by the sword, that our wives and
our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt? And they said one to
another, Let us choose a chief, and let us return to Egypt. Then Moses and Aaron fell on their
faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the people of Israel. And Joshua the son of
Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of those who spied the land, tore their clothes,
And they spoke to all the company of the people of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed
through to spy, is an exceedingly good land. If the L-rd delightsin us, then He will bring us into
this land, and give it to us; a land which flows with milk and honey. Only do not rebel against
the L-rd, nor fear the people of the land; for they are bread for us; their defense is departed from
them, and the L-rd is with us; fear them not. But al the congregation said to stone them with
stones. And the glory of the L-rd appeared in the Tent of Meeting before all the people of Israel.
Numbers 14:1-10
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And all the congregation: This refers to the leadership of the people, who were standing there,
[when the spies gave their report,] as it is written (Num. 13:26), “[And they went and came to
Moses, and to Aaron,] and to all the congregation of the people of Israel.” It is self evident that
the six hundred thousand were not al in that place, but rather the leadership of the people. They
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were the ones that immediately let out a hue and cry. . . . lifted up their voice, and cried: and
afterwards each one of them, as they returned to their tents, publicly spoke to those in their area.
. .. and the people wept that night: They al heard the reports and they too cried. Haamek
Davar, Numbers 14:1
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.. . Because of G-d's hatred to that generation did He want to kill them in the land of Canaan, as
is explained in the next verse. They believed that the hatred was due to the fact that they
worshipped idols in Egypt or because of the sin of the [Golden] Calf. As aresult, they cried out,
“Would G-d that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would G-d we had died in this
wilderness!” [as a punishment for the sin] of the Golden Calf. Haamek Davar, Num. 14:2
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They believed that it was G-d’'s will that the present generation would be killed by the sword and
the children and women would be protected by Divine Providence from being taken as slaves,
and would eventually conquer the Canaanites through G-d’s help. But their property, however,
would be plundered by the enemy. Haamek Davar, Num. 14:3
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Let us choose a chief, and let us return to Egypt: . . . Scripture makes clear that there were
another group [amongst them] that was the most corrupt, for they were convinced in both G-d's
ability and His desire to bring them [to the land] in peace. They, however, didn’t want to go into
the Land of Israel, as they would be then forced to submit to the yoke [of the mitzvos], as |
previously wrote, and if they wouldn’t comply, they would be subject to Divine punishment.
Therefore their reaction was, “Let us choose a chief,” i.e. we want to be independent and return
to Egypt, because there they wouldn’t be subject to the yoke of Torah study and Divine service.
This same error was made by subsequent generations, i.e. thinking that Torah and mitzvos are
only applicable in the Land of Israel, as | wrote in Parshas Bichukosai. Our Sages, of blessed
memory, understood the phrase, “Let us choose a chief,” to be referring to idolatry. Ther
explanation is really the same as the above explanation, i.e. they wanted to become free from the
yoke of Heaven, which is an act of rebellion. Thisis actually the explanation of Ramban . . . The



Series XV 13 Lecture #4

difference between the above explanation and that of the Ramban is that he explained that the
entire generation expressed that view and | believe that G-d forbid that it was so. Rather, only a
small minority were involved. For that reason it iswritten, “And they said one [man] to another,”
for up until that point they were afraid to express openly their feelings. At the time of genera
strife, however, one finds the courage to express without fear his emotions and thoughts.
Haamek Davar, Numbers 14:4
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And they turned and went up into the mountain, and came to the valley of Eshkol, and searched
it out. And they took of the fruit of the land in their hands, and brought it down to us, and
brought us word again, and said, It isagood land which the L-rd our G-d does give us. However
you would not go up, but rebelled against the commandment of the L-rd your G-d; And you
murmured in your tents, and said, Because the L-rd hated us, He has brought us out of the land
of Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. Where shall we go? our
brothers have discouraged our heart, saying, The people are greater and taller than we; the cities
are great and fortified up to heaven; and moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakim there.
Then | said to you, Dread not, nor be afraid of them. The L-rd your G-d who goes before you, He
shall fight for you, according to all that He did for you in Egypt before your eyes, And in the
wilderness, where you have seen how the L-rd your G-d carried you, like a man carries his son,
in al the way that you went, until you came to this place. Yet in this thing you did not believe
the L-rd your G-d, Who went in the way before you, to search out a place for you to pitch your
tentsin, in fire by night, to show you by which way you should go, and in a cloud by day. Deut.
1:24-33

V. The Forty Year Exilein the Desert
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And the L-rd heard the voice of your words, and was angry, and swore, saying, Surely there shall
not one of these men of this evil generation see that good land, which | swore to give to your
fathers, Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall seeit, and to him will | give the land that he
has trodden upon, and to his children, because he has wholly followed the L-rd. Also the L-rd
was angry with me for your sakes, saying, You also shall not go in there. But Joshua the son of
Nun, who stands before you, he shall go in there; encourage him; for he shall cause Isragl to
inherit it. Moreover your little ones, which you said should be a prey, and your children, who in
that day had no knowledge of good and evil, they shall go in there, and to them will | giveit, and
they shall possess it. But as for you, turn, and take your journey into the wilderness by the way
of the Red Sea. . . . So you abode in Kadesh many days, according to the days that you abode
there. Then we turned, and took our journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea, as
the L-rd spoke to me; and we went about Mount Seir many days. Deut. 1:34-40, 46, 2:1
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According to the number of the days in which you spied the land, forty days, each day for a year,
shall you bear your iniquities, forty years, and you shall know my displeasure. Numbers 14:34
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So you abode in Kadesh many days, according to the days that you abode there. Then we turned,
and took our journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea, as the L-rd spoke to me; and
we went about Mount Seir many days. And the L-rd spoke to me, saying, You have wandered
around this mountain long enough; turn northward. Deuteronomy 1:46-2:1
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And we went about Mount Seir many days: Thiswas a hint that the purpose of the wandering
was to serve as a sign for our [future] exile, that the majority of the time of our exile would be
spent under Edom (Rome). . . . Turn northward (tzafonah): . . . Our Sages found a hint in these
words (tzafonah) that when you see that [Edom-Rome] wants to provoke you, do not directly
oppose them, but rather hide (hatzfinu similar to tzafonah) yourselves. They evidently
expounded upon this verse that Mount Seir, [which was then the homeland of Edom) is hinting at
the exile of Edom (Rome). Haamek Davar, Deut. 2:1,3
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“And al the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried, and the people wept that night.”
(Numbers 14:1) Rabbah observed in R. Y ohanan's name: It was the night of the ninth of Ab, and
the Al-mighty said to Isragl, “Y e have wept without cause: therefore will | appoint a weeping to
you for future generations.” Sanhedrin 104b
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As aresult of that incident, the [future] destruction of the two Temples were then decreed. This
is the meaning of, “aweeping to you for future generations.” This punishment was meted out to
them measure for measure. Because they despised the land, [it was decreed that] if they were to
sin they would be exiled from there. M ahar sha, ibid.
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The root of the destruction of the two Temples was based upon these two sins. The [sin of the]
first Temple was a spark of the sin of the Golden Calf (Egel Hazahav). The sin [that brought
about the destruction] of the second Temple was related to the sin of the spies (meraglim), as we
will explain. Behold we see that the ramifications of the second sin was much more severe than
the first. The punishment for the sin of the Calf was not so severe, for only three thousand men
died. In addition, immediately afterwards Hashem accepted them back and commanded them to
construct the Tabernacle in order that His Presence (Shechina) would rest in their midst. In
contrast, as aresult of the sin of the spies, al those twenty years old and above died out and the
people had to stay in the desert for forty years. They themselves didn’'t enter the land, only their
children entered it. The reason for this was that the [sin of the spies] was rooted in heresy, [that
G-d didn’t have the power to conquer the land,] and a lack of faith. This is much more serious
that the sin of idolatry. Similarly, the second exile is more difficult and longer than the first, for
we don’'t find that the Jews who were exiled to Babylon were ever severely subjugated by the
Babylonians. In addition, after seventy years had passed they were redeemed. The destruction of
the second Temple, which was brought about because of a lack of faith, continues on for so
many years. The reason is the same, i.e. the degeneracy which comes about because of alack of
faith isworse than idolatry. Bais Hal evi, Exodus 12:43



