5.

CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
What was Resh L akish's relationship with Rabbi?

In what sense was Resh Lakish aBaa Teshuvah
(Penitent)?

Who were Resh Lakish's teachers?

Describe Resh Lakish's rel ationship with Rabbi
Y ehudah HaNasi 111.

Describe the circumstances of Resh Lakish's death.
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This and much more will be addressed in the fourth lecture of this
series; "The Baal Teshuvah'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go

back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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l. Beginnings
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Resh Lakish also said to R. Y ehudah the Prince [I11]: | have thistradition from my fathers
— others state, from your fathers: Every town in which there are no school children shall
be destroyed. Shabbos 119b
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Resh Lakish retorted, ‘Who is this Rav? Who is this Rav? | know him not’. Said R.

Y ochanan to him, ‘Do you not remember that disciple who attended the lectures of the
Great Rabbi and of R. Hiyya, and, by G-d! al the years during which that disciple sat
before histeachers | remained standing! And in what [do you think] he excelled? He
excelled in everything!” Chullin 54a
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Rabbi Y ochanan and Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish jointly said: We merited to know Torah
only because we saw the fingers of Rabbi [Y ehudah HaNasi] that protruded from his
robes. Yerushalmi Baitza 5:2

Il. Robber Chieftan
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Now, one day there was adispute in the Y eshivah [with respect to the following. Viz.,] a
sword, knife, dagger, spear, hand-saw and a scythe — at what stage [of their
manufacture] can they become unclean? When their manufacture is finished. And when
is their manufacture finished? — R. Johanan ruled: When they are tempered in afurnace.
Resh Lakish maintained: When they have been furbished in water. Said heto him: *A
robber understands his trade.” Said he to him, ‘ And wherewith have you benefited me:
there [asarobber] | was called Master, and here | am called Master.” Bava M etzia 84a
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Resh Lakish once sold himself to the Lydians (or gladiators). He took with him a bag
with astonein it, because, he said, it isaknown fact that on the last day they grant any
reguest [of the man they are about to kill] in order that he may forgive them his murder.
On the last day they said to him, What would you like? He replied: | want you to let me
tie your arms and seat you in arow and give each one of you a blow and a half with my
bottle. He bound them and seated them, and gave each of them a blow with his bag which
stunned him. [One of them] ground his teeth at him. Are you laughing at me? he said. |
have till half abag left for you. So he killed them all and made off. Gittin 47a
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Oneday R. Yochanan was bathing in the Jordan, when Resh Lakish saw him and leapt
into the Jordan after him. Said he [R. Y ochanan] to him, Y our strength should be for the
Torah. — “Your beauty,” he replied, ‘ should be for women.” ‘If you will repent,” said he,
‘I will giveyou my sister [in marriage], who is more beautiful than |.” He undertook [to
repent]; then he wished to return and collect his weapons, but could not. Subsequently,
[R. Y ochanan] taught him Bible and Mishnah, and made him into a great man. Bava
Metzia 84a
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Rabbi Issi was held captive and was in grave danger. Rabbi Y onason said that [Rabbi Issi
would probably be killed and] his body would probably be fated to be wound in shrouds.
Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said, "Either | will kill [the criminals] or get killed. | am going
to save hislife by force." He went and appeased them and they gave Rabbi Issi back to
him. He said to them, "Go to the elder Rabbi (Rabbi Y ochanan) and he will pray for
you." They came to Rabbi Y ochanan. He said to them, "What you wanted to do to him
should be doneto you." Before they reached Apipasros they were all killed. Talmud
Yerushalmi Terumos 8:4

[1. The Brilliant Disciple
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Ulla said: One who saw Resh Lakish in the Beth-Hamidrash [engaged in debate] would
think that he was uprooting mountains and grinding them against each other! Sanhedrin
24a
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Resh Lakish died, and R. Y ochanan was plunged into deep grief. Said the Rabbis, ‘Who
shall go to ease hismind? Let R. Eleazar b. Pedath go, whose disquisitions are very
subtle.” So he went and sat before him; and on every dictum uttered by R. Y ochanan he
observed: ‘ There is a Baraithawhich Supportsyou.” ‘Are you as the son of Lakisha? he
complained: ‘when | stated alaw, the son of Lakisha used to raise twenty-four objections,
to which | gave twenty-four answers, which consequently led to a fuller comprehension
of the law; whilst you say, "A Baraitha has been taught which supports you:" do | not
know myself that my dictaare right? Thus he went on rending his garments and
weeping, ‘Where are you, O son of Lakisha, where are you, O son of Lakisha;” and he
cried thus until his mind was turned. Thereupon the Rabbis prayed for him, and he died.
Bava Metzia 84a
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Resh Lakish made it his practice to repeat in systematic order his studies forty times
corresponding to the forty days during which the Torah was given, and only then would
he come before R. Yochanan. Taanis 8a
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Resh Lakish said: Whence do we learn that words of Torah are firmly held by one who
kills himself for it? Because it says: Thisis the Torah, when aman shall die in the tent.
Berachos 63b
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As he was once seated [on the ground] eating and drinking, his daughter said, Don't you
want something to recline on? He replied: Daughter, my stomach is my cushion. At his
death he left akab of saffron, and he applied to himself the verse, And they shall leave to
otherstheir substance. Gittin 47a
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Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish stated that he found written in a scroll that was kept by
"chasidim” (the scrupulously pious), "If you forsake me (the Torah) for one day, | will
forsake you for two." It is akin to two people who left, one from Tiberius and the other
from Seforis, and met each other in one area. After each one had continued to travel for a
mil, they were actually two mil apart. It isaso akin to awoman who was waiting for a
certain man. Aslong as he was intending to marry her, shewas still waiting for him. As
soon as he had stopped having her in mind, she went ahead and married someone el se.
Talmud Yerushalmi Berochos 9:5

V. At The Feet of the Masters
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Resh Lakish and the students of R. Chanina once happened to be in a certain inn while its
tenant was away but its landlord was present. ‘Isit proper’, they discussed, ‘to rent from
him [the heathen's share in the courtyard]? ... Resh Lakish said to them: ‘Let usrent it
and when we arrive at our Masters in the South we might submit the question to them’.
On submitting the question to R. Afes hereplied: ‘Y ou have acted well in renting it’.
Eiruvin 65b
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R. Shimon b. Lakish asked of R. Chanina, How about the market-place of Gaza?
Avodah Zarah 11b
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R. Y ochanan enquired of R. Oshaia: If a priest who was wounded in the stones married
the daughter of proselytes does he confer upon her the right of eating terumah? The other
remained silent and made no reply at al. Later, another great man came and asked him a
different question which he answered. And who was that man? Resh Lakish. Said R.
Judah the Prince to R. Oshaia: Is not R. Johanan a great man? The other replied: [No
reply could be given] since he submitted a problem which has no solution. Y evamos 57a

V. The Distinguished Colleague
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R. Y ochanan, when they came to him again, said to them, *What can | do when one of
equal standing (Resh Lakish) differs from me? Kesubos 54b
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Rab therefore said to him: ‘Kahana, . . . arise therefore and go up to the Land of Israel but
take it upon yourself that you will not point out any difficulty to R. Y ocohanan for the
next seven years. When he arrived there he found Resh L akish sitting and going over the
lecture of the day for [the younger of] the Rabbis. He thereupon said to them: ‘Whereis
Resh Lakish? They said to him: ‘Why do you ask? He replied: ‘ This point [in the
lecture] is difficult and that point is difficult, but this could be given as an answer and
that could be given as an answer.” When they mentioned this to Resh Lakish, Resh
Lakish went and said to R. Johanan: ‘A lion has come up from Babylon; let the Master
therefore look very carefully into tomorrow's lecture.’” Bava Kama 117a
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R. Hiyya. the son of Abba, [who was] the Bible teacher of the son of Resh Lakish, or, as
some say, the Mishnah teacher of the son of Resh Lakish. [It happened asfollows] A
child [of R. Hiyya, the son of Abba] died. The first day he [Resh Lakish] did not go to
him. The next day he [Resh Lakish] took with him Y ehudah the son of Nahmani, his
meturgeman [and] said to him: Rise [and] say something with regard to [the death of] the
child. Kesubos 8b
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An incident came to the attention of Rabbi Y ermiah and he ruled according to the opinion
of Resh Lakish. Rabbi Yos asked him, "How could you forsake the opinion of Rabbi

Y ochanan and rule like Resh Lakish?' He replied, "[Only] the rulings of Rabbi

Y ochanan are valid, but the rulings of Resh Lakish have no validity?' Rabbi Y aakov ben
Achasaid, "Not that Resh Lakish is arguing [on his own] with Rabbi Y ochanan, but
rather he heard a Braiisa and ruled accordingly." Rabbi Y osi bar Bun said, "By the fact
that Resh Lakish disagreed with Rabbi Y ochanan does not mean that he clashed with
him. Rather, because he heard a Braiisa that supported his position, he relied upon it.
However, when Resh Lakish did not hear of a Braiisa that supported his position, he
would waive his own opinion in favor of Rabbi Y ochanan's.” Talmud Yerushalmi
Gitin 3:1

VI.  TheMaster of Truth
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Resh Lakish stated that a"Nasi" who has sinned is flogged in a court of three. The
guestion was asked: Does he return to his position afterwards. Rabbi Chagii replied, "[I
swear] by thelife of Moshe that he is not returned to his position. Otherwise he would
kill those that punished him." Rabbi Y ehudah Nessia[lll] heard this and was angry. He
sent atroop of soldiersto take Resh Lakish into custody. He escaped into a certain tower.
Others say into the village of Chityah. The next day Rabbi Y ochanan went to the House
of Study as did Rabbi Y ehudah Nessia. He (Rabbi Y ehudah Nessia) said to him, "Why
doesn't the master teach us the words of Torah?' He (Rabbi Y ochanan) then started to
clap with only one hand. He asked of him, "And with one hand can someone clap?’' He
replied, "No. And without Resh Lakish one cannot learn." He said to him, "Well, where
is he hiding?' He answered, "In that tower.” He [then] said, "Tomorrow, | together with
you will go out to see him." Rabbi Y ochanan sent the following message to Resh Lakish,
"Prepare words of Torah, because the Nas is coming to see you." He (Resh Lakish) came
out to see him and said, "You are similar to the Creator. When He came to release the
Jewish people He didn't send an emissary or angel. Rather, He did it himself . . . " He
asked him, "What made you say that thing?' He replied, "What do you think? Because of
my fear of you, | would hold back the teachings of the Torah?" Talmud Yerushalmi
Sanhedrin 2:1
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R. Hiyyab. Zarnuki and R. Simeon b. Jehozadak once went to Assia to intercalate the
year. They were met by Resh Lakish, who joined them, saying, ‘I will come and see their
procedure.’” On the way, he saw a man ploughing, and remarked to them, ‘ That man who
isploughing isapriest.” But they replied, ‘Can he not say: | am an imperia servant on
the estate? Further on he saw a man pruning his vineyard, and again observed, ‘ That
pruner isapriest.” ‘But’, they demurred, ‘he might say: | need [the twigs] to make a bale
[*akkel] for the wine-press, [alegitimate purpose].’ ‘ The heart knows whether it is for
‘akkel’ or ‘akalkaloth [perverseness]’, he retorted. — Now, which remark did he make
first? Shall we say, hisfirst remark was the one first recorded: then for the other too they
could have suggested [the same excuse], ‘| am an imperia servant on the estate.” Hence
the latter remark must have come first: and only subsequently did he make the other
observation. . . .
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They said: He is a troublesome person, and so, on reaching their destination, they
ascended to the upper chamber, and removed the ladder. Thereupon he [Resh Lakish]
went before R. Y ochanan and asked: Are people suspected of trespassing Sabbatical |aws
qualified to intercalate the year? But on second thoughts he said: This presents no
difficulty, for thereisasimilar case of three cowherds, upon whose calculations the
Rabbis relied. Subsequently, however, he said: There is no comparison between the two
cases; there it was the Rabbis who eventually decided and declared the year intercalated,
whereas here, it isa confederacy of wicked men, such as may not be counted [on the
intercalary board]. R. Y ochanan replied: That is amisfortune.

When they came before R. Y ochanan, they complained: He described us as cowherds,
and you made no objection whatever. R.Y ochanan answered: Even had he called you
shepherds, what could | have said? Sanhedrin 26a
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Even with R. Eleazar, who was the master of the land of Isradl, Resh Lakish did not
converse for anyone with whom Resh Lakish conversed in the street could get
merchandise without witnesses. Yoma 9b
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R. Shimon b. Eliakim to R. Shimon b. Lakish: ... Hereplied: You are to be
congratulated on your acumen; but in our case we assume. . . . Avodah Zarah 34b
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Resh Lakish delivered afuneral address for a certain rabbinical student who frequented
the Land of Israel and who used to repeat halachoth before twenty-four rows [ of
disciples]. He said: Alas! The Land of Israel has lost a great man. [On the other hand]
there was a certain man who used to repeat halachoth, Sifraand Sifre and Tosefta, and
when he died they came and said to R. Nahman, Sir, will you deliver afunera oration for
him, and he said, How are we to deliver over him an address: Alas! A bag full of books
has been lost! Observe now the difference between the rigorous scholars of the Land of
Israel and the saints of Babylon. Megila 28b
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Rabbi Abahu and Resh Lakish were going to a certain city near Caesaria.. Rabbi Abahu
said to Resh Lakish, "What is the purpose of going to a city of people who curse and
scoff." At that , Resh Lakish got off of his donkey and took out some vinegar and put it in
his mouth. He (Rabbi Abahu) asked him what that was all about. He answered, "G-d does
not have any desire in those that speak deleteriously against Jews." Shir HaShirim
Rabbah 1.6

VIl. The Teacher of Righteousness
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R. Levi b. Hama says in the name of R. Shimon b. Lakish: A man should always incite
the good impulse [in his soul] to fight against the evil impulse. For it iswritten: Struggle
and sin not. If he subdues it, well and good. If not, let him study the Torah. For itis
written: Commune with your own heart. If he subduesit, well and good. If not, let him
recite the ‘Shema . For it iswritten: * Upon your bed’. If he subduesit, well and good. If
not, let him remind himself of the day of death. For it iswritten: * And be still, Sel-ah’.
Berachos 5a
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Resh Lakish said: What is the meaning of: If it concerneth the scorners He scorneth them,
but unto the humble He giveth grace?i.e., if aman comes to defile himself, the doors are
opened to him, but if he comes to purify himself, heis helped. Yoma 38b
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Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said in the name of R. Judah Nisi'ah: What isimplied by the
verse: And they had the hands of aman under their wings? Y ado [his hand] is written:
thisrefers to the Hand of the Holy One, blessed be He, which is spread out under the
wings of the Hayyoth, in order to accept penitents [and shield them] from the Attribute of
Justice. Pesachim 119a
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VIll. The Death of the Master
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Now, one day there was a dispute in the schoolhouse [with respect to the following.

Viz.,] asword, knife, dagger, spear, hand-saw and a scythe — at what stage [of their
manufacture] can they become unclean? When their manufacture is finished. And when
is their manufacture finished? — R. Johanan ruled: When they are tempered in afurnace.
Resh Lakish maintained: When they have been furbished in water. Said heto him: *A
robber understands his trade.” Said he to him, ‘ And wherewith have you benefited me:
there [as arobber] | was caled Master, and here | am called Master.” * By bringing you
under the wings of the Shechinah,” he retorted. R. Y ochanan therefore felt himself deeply
hurt, [as aresult of which] Resh Lakish fell ill. Hissister [sc. R. Y ochanan's, the wife of
Resh Lakish, or read: his wife] came and wept before him: * Forgive him for the sake of
my son,” she pleaded. He replied: ‘Leave thy fatherless children. | will preserve them
alive.’ ‘For the sake of my widowhood then!” * And let thy widows trust in me,” he
assured her. Resh Lakish died, and R. Y ochanan was plunged into deep grief. Bava
Metzia 84a
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R. Y ochanan met the young son of Resh Lakish and said to him, ‘ Recite to me the Bible
verse [you have learnt to-day].” The latter replied, ‘ Thou shalt surely tithe, at the same
time asking, ‘ What may be the meaning of these words? R. Y ochanan answered, ‘Give
tithes that you may be enriched’ . The boy then asked, ‘Whence do you adduce this? R.
Y ochanan replied: ‘Go test it [for yourself]’. The boy thereupon asked: Isit permissible
to try the Holy One, blessed be He, seeing that it is written, Y e shall not try the L-rd? -R.
Y ochanan replied: Thus said R. Oshaia: The case of tithe-giving is excepted [from the
prohibition], asit is said, Bring ye the whole tithe unto the storehouse, that there may be
food in My house, and try Me now herewith, saith the L-rd of Hosts, if | will not open
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall be more than
sufficiency. (What is the meaning [of the wordg], ‘ That there shall be more than
sufficiency? — R. Rami b. Hama said in the name of Rab: Until your lips grow weary
from saying, ‘It isenough’.) The boy thereupon exclaimed, Had | reached this verse[in
my Bible studies] | should need neither you nor R. Oshaia, your teacher. On another
occasion R. Y ochanan met the young son of Resh Lakish sitting and reciting the verse:
The foolishness of man perverteth hisway; and his heart fretteth against the L-rd. R.

Y ochanan thereupon exclaimed in amazement: |s there anything written in the
Hagiographa to which allusion cannot be found in the Torah? The boy replied: Is then
thisverse not alluded to in the Torah, seeing that it is written, And their heart failed them,
and they turned trembling one to another, saying: ‘What is this that G-d hath done unto
us? R. Yochanan lifted up his eyes and stared at him, whereupon the boy's mother came
and took him away, Saying to him, * Go away from him, lest he do unto you as he did
unto your father’. Taanis 9a



