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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What were the names of the wealthiest citizens of Jerusalem
prior to its destruction? How did they get their names?

2. Which |leader of the zealots was a relative of Rabban
Y ochanon ben Zakai?

3. What three requests did Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai make
of Vespasian?

4.  What became of Nakdimon ben Gurion's wealth?

5. Describe the deathbed scene of Rabban Y ochanon ben
Zakai?

This and much more will be addressed in the fourth lecture of this
series: "Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai and the Destruction of
Jerusalem”.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
In mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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RABBAN YOCHANON BEN ZAKAI AND THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

l. Rabban Y ochanon and Vespasian
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[ The Romans] sent V espasion against them (the Jews). He came and laid siege [around
Jerusalem)] for three years. There were three wealthy citizens [in Jerusalem]: Nakdimon
ben Gurion, Ben Kaba Savuah, and Ben Tzitzis Hakeses. Nakdimon ben Gurion
[received his name] because the sun stood still for him (see Taanis 20a). Ben Kalba
Savuah [received his name] because [of his generosity]. When someone would cometo
his home as hungry as a[neglected] dog he would leave satisfied. Ben Tzitzis Hakesis
[received his name] because histzitzis (fringes) would drag on pillows [as he walked,
instead of on the floor]. According to another explanation [he received his name] because
his pillow was placed between the nobility of Rome. One of them (these wealthy citizens)
said to them (the inhabitants of Jerusalem who were preparing for along siege), "I will
sustain them with wheat and barley." One of them said to them, "I will supply them with
wine, salt, and oil." The other said to them, "I will supply them with [fire] wood." The
Rabbis praised the donation of fire wood based on the statement of Rav Chisda, "For
every storehouse of wheat, sixty storehouses of wood are needed.” There were supplies
sufficient to last twenty one years.

A group of brash [insurgents] were in Jerusalem. The Rabbis told them (the citizens of
Jerusalem), "Let's go out and make peace [with the Romans]." The (insurgents) didn't let
them. [The insurgents] said, "Let's go out and make war against them (the Romans).” The
Rabbis told them, "Y ou won't be successful.” [In order to force a confrontation with the
Romans the insurgents] burned the store houses of wheat and barley. [As aresult] there
was famine.
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Marta bas Baisus was the richest woman in Jerusalem. She sent out her agent and told
him, "Go out and buy me some fine flour." By the time he came, it had already been sold.
He came back and said to her, "Fine flour is gone. However, white bread is still in stock."”
Shetold him, "Go get it for me." By the time he came, it had already been sold. He came
back and told her, "White bread is gone coarse bran bread is still available." Shetold him,
"Go and get it for me." By the time he came, it had already been sold. He came back and
said, "Bran bread is gone. However, barley flour is still in stock." She told him, "Go get it
for me." By the time he came, it was all sold. She happened to have been without shoes
when she said to [herself], "Let me go out and seeif | can find something to eat." [While
she was walking], some excrement [that was on the street] got on her foot. [From shock
and horror she swooned] and died. Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai applied the following
verse to her, "The tender and delicate woman among you, who would not venture to set
the sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and tenderness.” (Deuteronomy
28:56)

There is one version that states that [her death was not due to her stepping outside
without shoes, but rather] because she ate the dried fig of Rabbi Tzaddok, [whichin
desperation she picked up and ate,] she became nauseated and died. [ The story of Rabbi
Tzaddok's fig is as follows:] Rabbi Tzaddok fasted for forty years so that Jerusalem
should not be destroyed. [He was so emaciated that] when he would eat anything, it (the
food as it was being swallowed) would be visible from the outside. When he was healing
himself (from the fasting), they would bring him adried fig. He would suck out the liquid
and throw away therest. [Thisis what Marta bas Baisus ate.] As she was dying, she
threw out all the gold and silver [that she owned]. She said, "What do | need thisfor?'
Thisiswhat is meant by the verse, "They shall cast their silver in the streets." (Ezekiel
7:19).

Abba Sikrawas the leader of the rebels in Jerusalem. He was the son of the sister of
Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai. He (Rabban Y ochanon) sent him [a message], "Come
clandestinely to me." He came. He said to him, "How long are you going to continue this
course of action to kill everyone off by starvation?' He replied: "What can | do? If | tell
them anything they'll kill me." He (Rabban Y ochanon) said, "Conceive of some plan on
my behalf so that I'll be able to leave. Possibly, from it, there will be some salvation." He
replied, "Pretend that you are very sick. Let everyone come and inquire about your
welfare. Then bring something that has a foul smell (associated with death) and put it by
your side so that they will say that you died. Then let your disciples come to you (to carry
you out) and don't let any one else so that they won't realize that you (arereally dive)
and actually easier to carry than a dead person.”
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He followed his advice. Rabbi Eliezer on one side and Rabbi Y ehoshua on the other side
came to him [to carry him out]. When they came to the entrance [of Jerusalem], they
wanted to stab him [with their spearsto test if he was really dead]. He (Abba Sikra, the
leader of therebels) said, "If you stab his body they (the Romans) will say that they (the
Jews) [are such barbarians] that they even stab their own Rabbi [and will treat you with
utter brutality]." They wanted to goad his body. He (Abba Sikra) said to them, "They will
say that they goad their own Rabbi." They opened the gate and he went out.

When he arrived there (at Vespasian's camp), he told him, " Peace to you, king. Peace to
you, king." Vespasian replied, "Y ou are guilty of two capital crimes. One: | am not a
king. And two: If aam aking why didn't you come to me earlier?' He replied, "That
which you claimed that you are not a king [is not true]. In truth you are aking. If you
weren't aking, Jerusalem wouldn't be subdued by you. For it iswritten, 'And Lebanon
shall fall by amighty one.’ (Isaiah 10:34) The term 'mighty' (9°7X) refersto aking asitis
written, 'And their king  (379°7X) shall be of themselves." (Jeremiah 30:21) The term
'Lebanon' refers to the Temple as is stated in Scripture, "That goodly mountain (Mount
Moriah) and the "Lebanon" (which could only refer to something situated on the
mountain, in other words the Temple; the Templeis called Lebanon (73:1’7) because it
purifies and whitens (73’7) sn)' (Deuteronomy 3:25) And that which you asked (argued)
that if | an aking why didn't | come earlier, The rebelsin our midst didn't let usleave."
He (Vespasian) replied, "If there had been abarrel of honey and a serpent would have
been wrapped around it, wouldn't you have broken the barrel in order to rid yourself of
the serpent?’ He (Rabban Y ochanon) was silent. Rabbi Y osef commented (others say it
was Rabbi Akivathat made the following statement), "'[ G-d] turns the wise backward
and makestheir mind foolish.' (Isaiah 44:25) He should have said to him, '"We would
rather take a pair of tongs, remove and kill the serpent, and preserve the barrel.™ While
they were involved in this matter, a messenger came from Rome saying that Caesar had
died and there were powerful men in Rome who wanted him to become Emperor.

He said to him, "l am leaving now and another man will be sent in my place. Request of
me something that | am ableto give you." He (Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai) replied,
"Let me have Y avneh (Jamnia) and its scholars (that they should not be disturbed by the
war and its aftermath), [spare] the chain (family) of Rabban Gamliel, and [send for] a
doctor for Rabbi Tzaddok." Gittin 56a
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For a period of three and half years, Vespasian surrounded Jerusalem. He had four
generals with him: The general of Arabia, the general of Africa, the genera of Palestine,
and the general of Alexandria. There was a disagreement between the Amoraim (Sages of
the Talmud) over the name of the general of Arabia. One said that his name was Qilus,
and the other said that his name was Pangar. There were four wealthy men in Jerusalem:
Ben Tzitzis, Ben Gurion, Ben Nakdimon, and Ben Kalba Savuah. Each one of them
could provide food for the country for a period of ten years. The son of the sister of
Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai, whose name was Ben Batiach, was the appointed
supervisor over the store houses of food [in Jerusalem. He burnt them down. Rabban

Y ochanon heard [the report of the burning] and said, "Vay" (an expression of woe). They
went and told Ben Batiach that his uncle had expressed disapproval of his actions and
said "Vay". He sent for him and asked him, "Why did you say 'Vay'?' He replied [out of
fear], "I didn't say "vay" but rather "voh" (an expression similar to wow!)". He (Ben
Batiach) asked him, "Y ou [say that you redlly] said "voh" [and not "vay"]; but why did
you say 'voh'?' Hereplied, "Because al the store house are burnt. | said [to myself] that
as long as the store houses would be standing, they wouldn't risk their lives to wage war."
[ The Talmud comments that] between "vay" and "voh" (because of the similarity in
sound) Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai was saved. He cited the following verse regarding
himself, "The excellency of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the life of he who has
it." (Koheles 7:12)

After three days had passed, Rabban Y ochanon went out to walk in the marketplace. He
saw them boiling straw and drinking the water. He said [to himself], " Can people that
boil straw and drink its water stand up to Vespasian's army? The only solution is for me
to leave." He sent for Ben Batiach and told him, "Get me out of here." He answered,
"We've (the rebels) made a pact that the only ones we're letting out of here are the dead."”
He (Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai) replied, "Then let me leave in the guise of the dead.”
Rabbi Eliezar carried [his casket] by the head and Rabbi Y ehoshua carried [the casket] by
the feet. Ben Batiach walked in front of them. When he reached [the gates of Jerusalem]
they (the guards) wanted to stab him [to test if he was really dead or not]. Ben Batiach
said to them, "Thisis what you want to do? [ Y ou're doing this| so that they should say
that their Rabbi died and they stabbed him!" When he (Ben Batiach) told them this
argument they let him (Rabban Y ochanon) leave [the city]. They carried him out of the
city, placed him in one of the cemeteries, and returned.
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Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai |eft the cemetery and walked amongst V espasian's troops.
He asked them, "Where isthe king?' They went and told Vespasian that there is a Jew
that wants to speak with him. He told them that he may enter. As he entered, he (Rabban
Y ochanon) saluted him with the royal salutation "Mea Domini Emperator”. He replied,
"Y ou greeted me as aking and | am not aking. If the king would hear about this, he
could kill me." He (Rabban Y ochanon) countered, "I1f you are not presently the king, you
are destined to be king. For this House (Temple) can only be destroyed by aking asit is
stated in Scripture, 'The Lebanon (Temple) will fall through amighty one (king)' (Isaiah
10:34)." [Vespasian] then placed him in a[totally dark] room that was within seven other
rooms. When it was night he asked [Rabban Y ochanon] to tell him the time and he did.
When it was daytime he asked him to tell him the time and he did. [ The Talmud asked:]
how did Rabban Y ochanon know this? [The Talmud answered:] from his learning [he
could tell time. He knew how long it normally takesto review his studies. Therefore he
knew how much time had elapsed].

After three days had passed, V espasian went to bathe by [the city of] Gaphna. When he
had finished bathing, started getting dressed, and had put on one shoe, a message came
that Nero had died and the people of Rome had appointed him (Vespasian) to be king. He
wanted to put on the other shoe, but he wasn't able. He sent for Rabban Y ochanon ben
Zakai and asked him, "Could you please tell me the reason why | was previously able to
wear both shoes and now one fits and the other doesn't?' He replied, "Good news swells
the bones (body) ... do you have someone that you (intensely) dislike? Have him passin
front of you and your swelling will recede..... "

V espasian asked Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai, "M ake arequest and | will fulfill it." He
replied, "I would like you to lift the siege of this country and leave." He answered, "The
people of Rome did not appoint me to be Emperor in order to lift the siege. Ask of me
[something else] and | will fulfill it." He (Rabban Y ochanon) [then] asked, "I would like
you to ease up on the siege of the western gate that leads to Lydda  (11%), so that anyone
who comes out until four hours [of the day has passed (ten o'clock)] will be free of
capture." Hereplied, "If you have someone that you love or acloserelative send for him
and bring him out before the armies come [and capture the city]." He sent Rabbi Eliezer
and Rabbi Y ehoshua to bring out Rabbi Tzaddok. They went and found him at the gate of
the city.
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As soon as he (Rabbi Tzaddok) came in, Rabban Y ochanon stood up. V espasian asked
[in wonder], "For that shriveled old man you stood up!" Hereplied, "By your life, if there
had been another one like him [in Jerusalem], even if you had twice as many forces, you
wouldn't have been able to defeat it." He asked, "What is the nature of his strength?' He
replied, "He [merely] eats one fig and is able to study one hundred chapters [of the
Talmud]." He (Vespasian) [then] asked, "Why is he so weak looking?' He replied, "From
all the fasting [he did to save the city]." He sent for a doctor [to cure his condition]. He
fed him very small portions and gave him very small amounts to drink, [gradually
increasing the portions] until he was returned to his health. Eicha Rabos 1:31
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When Vespasian came to destroy Jerusalem, he sent a message saying, "Fools, why do
you want to destroy the city and to burn the Holy Temple. | am only asking for a bow or
an arrow (asign of surrender and submission) and | will leave you be." They said to him,
"Just as we went out [and attacked] the two [generals] that came before you and killed
them, so shall we do unto you." When Rabban Y ochanan ben Zakkai heard this, he sent
to the men of Jerusalem and asked them, "Why are you preparing to destroy the city and
to burn the Temple. All heisasking from you isabow or arrow and he will leave you
be."
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They said to him, "Just as we went out and attacked the two [generals] who came before
him and killed them so shall we do unto him." Vespasian had men camped around the
walls of the city. Whenever [his spies] heard anything, they wrote it on an arrow and shot
it out of thewall. [Thistimethey sent a message] to say that Rabban Y ochanan Ben
Zakkal was from Caesar's friends. Rabbi Y ochanan repeated this once, twice, thrice and
the men of the city paid no heed. Rabban Y ochanan thereupon sent and called his
students Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Y ehoshua and said to them, " Arise and take me out of
here. Make me a casket and | will liedown in it [and pretend that | am dead].” Rabbi
Eliezer carried his head and Rabbi Y ehoshua the feet and they carried him until sunset
unto the gates of Jerusalem. The gatekeepers asked them, "Who isthat?' They replied,
"We are carrying adead man. Do you not know that one does not allow a dead body to
stay overnight in the confines of Jerusalem?' They said, "If he's dead, then take him
out." They took him out and carried him to VVespasian. They opened the coffin and
Rabban Y ochanan stood before him. Vespasian said, "Are you Rabban Y ochanan? Ask
of mewhat | can giveyou." Hereplied, "l ask only Yavneh so that | may teach my
students and pray and fulfill all the commandments that are stated in the Torah." He said,
"Go! Whatever you wish to do you may do." Rabban Y ochanan asked, "If it pleases you,
may | say one more thing of you?' Vespasian replied, "Speak." He (Rabban Y ochanon
ben Zakai) said, "Y ou will become king because it is atradition that the Temple will be
given only unto the hand of a king not of acommoner asis stated in Scripture, ‘And he
shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, and L ebanon (referring to the Temple)
shall fall by amighty one' (Isaiah 10:34)." Within afew days, he wastold that the king
had died and he had been appointed as king. Avos D'Rabbi Noson 4:5

Il. In the Aftermath of Destruction

A.
TIA2 VP WRA pATa DX A7 05WIT° DR 2°I00W OROT 13 1IN 127 yaww 1100
M:T 7017297 NIAR LJ7TDI0Y PROYIRT P12 1T TR DX 17TR5N YR

When Rabban Y ochanan ben Zakkai heard that Jerusalem had been destroyed and the
Temple had been burnt, he tore his clothing and his students tore their clothes and cried
and mourned. Avos D'Rabbi Noson 4:5
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Once, when Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai was leaving Jerusalem and Rabbi Y ehoshuah
was walking behind him, he saw the Temple in its destroyed state. Rabbi Y ehoshua said,
"Woeto us, for the place that they atone the sins of Israel is[now] destroyed.” [Rabban
Y ochanon] replied, "My son you should not take it so badly. We have one form of
atonement that isits equal. What isit? It is the performance of kindness. Asit is stated,
'For | desired kindness and not sacrifice.' (Hosea 6:6)" Avos D'Rabbi Noson 4:5
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The Rabbis taught: There was an incident with Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai as he was
riding on a donkey and leaving Jerusalem with his disciples following behind him. He
saw ayoung girl who was collecting barley from the dung of the animals of the Arabs. As
soon as she saw him, she covered her hair and stood in front of him. She said to him,
"Rabbi, support me!" He said to her, "My daughter, who are you?' Shereplied, "I am the
daughter of Nakdimon ben Gurion." He asked her, "My daughter, what happened to all
the money of your father's house?' She replied to him, "Rabbi, don't they say the
following parable in Jerusalem: the salt (preservative) of money is loss (due to charity).
[Another version reads: the salt of money is kindness.]" "And what became of the wealth
of your father-inlaw's house?' he asked. [She answered,] "This came and destroyed the
other (because the money of her father was mixed in with her father-in-law's. When one
was destroyed as a punishment for miserliness the other was destroyed as well)." She said
to him, "Rabbi, do you recall when you signed on my Kesubah?' He said to his disciples,
"I remember that when | signed on her Kesubah, | read [that the dowry was] one million
gold dinars besides that which was given by her father-inlaw." Rabban Y ochanon ben
Zaka cried and stated, "Fortunate are you Israel! When you fulfill the will of G-d, no
nation or ethnic group can dominate you, but when you don't fulfill the will of G-d you
are given over to a coarse nation (the Arabs); and not to them directly but rather to their
animals."
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[The Talmud asks:] Didn't Nakdimon ben Gurion give charity? We learned in aBraiisa:
They said of Nakdimon ben Gurion that when he would go from his home to the Study
Hall they would place fine wool material under him (so that he would walk on this carpet
of fine wool instead of the stones of the street). The poor would then come and fold it up
[and take it home with them] after him. [ The Talmud gives two answers:] If you want we
could answer: He did it just to gain honor (and therefore he was punished and all the
money was lost). Or if you want we could answer: He didn't give according to his ability.
As people often say: According to the camel, so isthe load. Kesubos 66b
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The Rabbis taught: Originally they would desecrate [ Shabbos for the purpose of
testifying on the citing of the new moon] for all the months. When the Temple was
destroyed, Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai told them, "Do we have [the institution] of
sacrifice [any longer]?' They instituted [a new law] that they would be allowed to
desecrate Shabbos only for the months of Nisan and Tishrei. Rosh Hashana 21b
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A convert (93) who convertsin our time needs to set aside a haf adinar [to be used

eventually to bring the mandated sacrifice of] a pair of birds (doves or pigeons). Rabbi
Shimon ben Elazar said that Rabban Y ochanon [ben Zakai] already convened a quorum
[of judges] and voted to abandon the practice for fear it may lead to misuse of the funds.
Rosh Hashana 30a
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Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai instituted nine acts of legisdation. Rosh Hashana 31b
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1. Rabbi Y ochanon's Legacy
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Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai expounded thisverse (And his master shall bore his ear
with an awl; and he shall serve him until the Jubilee year. (Exodus 21:6)) [as beautifully]
as an ornament, "What is the difference (outstanding feature) of the ear [that it was
chosen] from amongst al the other organs or limbs in the body? The Holy One blessed be
He said, 'The ear that heard my voice by Mount Sinai at the time when | said: For unto
Me the children of Israel are servants. (Leviticus 25:55) [The phrase "servants [unto me]"
[means] not servants unto other servants. Y et, in defiance of thisinjunction he who] went
and acquired a master unto himself, should be bored with an awl." Kiddushin 22b
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The disciples of Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai asked him, "Why was the Torah stricter
with athief (who stealsin the cover of darkness) than with a robber (who stealsin broad
daylight)?' Hereplied, "This one (the robber) equated the honor of the servant with the
honor of his Master. That one (the thief) did not equate the honor of servant with the
honor of his Master. It was as if to say that he made the eye of above as something that
does not see and the ear of above asif it does not hear. Asit is stated, 'Woe unto them
that seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord, and their works are in the dark, and
they say, Who sees us? and who knows us? (Isaiah 29:15) And it iswritten, 'Y et they
say, The Lord shall not see, neither shall the G-d of Jacob regard it." (Psalms 94:7) And it
iswritten, 'For they say, The Lord has forsaken the earth, and the Lord sees not.' (Ezekiel
9:9)" Bava Kama 79b
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There were five things that Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai expounded [beautifully] like an
ornament:

Why were the Jews exiled to Babylon rather than to any other land? Because the house of
their forefather Abraham originated from there. They made a parable [to explain thig]:
What isthis akin to?[It is akin] to a woman who had an adulterous affair that ruined her
marriage. Where does her husband send her away to? To her father's house.

Regarding the first Tabletsit is stated, "And the Tablets were the work of G-d, and the
writing was the writing of G-d." (Exodus 32:16) The second Tablets were the work of
Moshe and the writing was the writing of G-d. They made a parable [to explain thig]:
What isthis akin to? [It is akin] to aking of flesh and blood who sanctified (married) a
woman. He brings the scribe, the pen, the ink, the document, and the witnesses. If she
destroys the marriage through her infidelity, then she brings all the necessary elements. It
is sufficient, if the king just brings a document to validate his signature.

Behold it is stated, "When (qwxX) aruler sins.... he shall bring his offering ..." (Leviticus
4.22-23). Fortunate (W) isthe generation that the ruler brings a sacrifice for hissin.

"And his master shall bore his ear through with an awl." (Exodus 21:6) Why was the ear
singled out amongst all the other limbs or organs? Because it heard at Mount Sinai,
"Because unto Me are the children of Isragl servants... they are My servants." (Leviticus
25:55), and yet it threw off the yoke of Heaven and imposed upon itself the yoke of flesh
of blood. Therefore the Scripture states, "The ear should come and be bored because it
has not kept that which it has heard." Another explanation isthe following: It did not
want to submit itself to itsowner (Hashem), therefore it is forced to submit itself to His
daughters.
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In Scriptureit is stated, "An altar of stones. Y ou shall not lift up any iron tool upon it."
(Deuteronomy 27:5) What did Scripture see to invalidate iron more than any other type
of metal? Because the sword is made from it and the sword isa sign of punishment;
whereas the altar isa sign of atonement. We remove the sign of punishment from that
which isasign of atonement. We can now make alogical inference: If stones that cannot
see or hear or speak, but merely because they are a source of atonement between Israel
and their Father in Heaven, the Scripture states, "Y ou shall not lift up any iron tool.” then
on those that study Torah (Bnei Torah) that are an eterna source of Atonement (for the
Jewish people) most certainly one is not allowed to touch them with anything that can
inflict damage.

In Scriptureit is stated, "[With] complete stones shall you build the dtar of the Lord your
G-d." (Deuteronomy 27:6) [These are] stones that create peace. We can now make a
logical inference: If stones that cannot see or hear or speak, but merely because they
create peace between Israel and their Father in Heaven, the Scripture states, "complete
stones', then those that study Torah (Bnei Torah), which are the embodiment of peacein
the world, most certainly should be complete in the presence of G-d. Tosephta Bava
Kama Chapter 7:2
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The Rabbis taught: There was one family in Jerusalem whose offspring died at the age of
eighteen. They came and informed Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai. He said to them,
"Perhaps you are from the family of Eli about whom it iswritten: "And al the increase of
your house shall diein man'sage." (Samuel | 2:33) Therefore, go and involve yourself
with the study of Torah and you will [thereby] live." They [followed his advice and] went
and involved themselves with the study of Torah. They [stopped dying and] lived [along
life]. [The people of Jerusalem] called them the family of Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai as
atribute to hisname. Rosh Hashana 18a

V. Death of the Master

A.

17 99K N132% 2IN0 oNIR ARIW 7193 1927 1°7°MPN 10191 XY 12 10 027 APNW)
Tom 185 12°R A MR 7992 DR 77 1M PIAT WILD 1m0 Ty DRI 21 1 7nbn
DX 027Y DY 0¥ PR 7Y DYID ORW 133 M7 IRD DIAW NIR 1°2°0I 1 0T w3
01273 7075% 2137 23%1 029 NP NN PR 21077 OXI 0PIV TIOR IIIO°R PR 210X



Series|| 15 Lecture #4

M XITW 1727 771 2302 NIR DPIMW PWIYY 7912 NI 37DYR 11N 1INWD
JID°R 17ID°R *190IX ORI OPIY DY IOV DY O¥ID OXW 2RIy onpIvyy o ol
TI¥ X1 3913 $70WH X271 0771272 30707 2157 1K1 0PIV NN TN 2INoHn OXY 0PIV
NI 0727297 PR YT U1K DI DU NNRY 7TV 13 DU DX 09577 1w 210% wrw KON
T2 X995 0HY DAY XA RINW I¥7 77 072 R 11393 93°37 92 1R 70AR RYY
IR ROW IR 7772V 129V QIRWD TN ORIPI OAD AR IRD TV 1IN0 17 IR 0T
7T P IPPIAY RO 11957 IXMILT *1DM ©°93 11D 0% MK INTVD NYWA 07X

15 Ni57a XAV

When Rabbi Y ochanon ben Zakai took ill, his disciples camein to visit him. As soon as
he saw them, he started crying. His disciples asked him, "Lamp of Isragl, the right most
pillar, the strong hammer, why are you crying?' He replied to them, "If they would be
bringing me in front of g n earthly] king made of flesh and blood that is here today and
tomorrow isin the grave, whose anger is not eternal, whose imprisonment is not eternal,
whose death sentence is not eternal, whom | can possibly appease and bribe, even o, |
would ill cry. Now that they are bringing me in front of the King of kings, the Holy
One, blessed be He, who, iseternally alive, who, if He angers, it is eternal anger, and, if
Heimprisons me, it is eternal imprisonment, and, if He kills me, it is eternal death, and |
cannot appease Him with words nor bribe Him with money; in addition, | have two paths
in front of me: one of Gan Eden (paradise) and the other Gehinnom, and | don't know in
which path | will be led, most certainly | have reason to cry."

They asked him, "Our Master, blessus." He replied, "May it be G-d's will that that the
fear of Heaven shall be upon you asintensely as the fear of flesh and blood." His
disciples asked him, "That's all?* He replied, "If only [it would be as intense]. The proof
is that when someone sins he says, "[I hope] no one sees me", [athough G-d is always
present and watching]."

At the time of his death he said, "Remove the vessels out of the house so that they should
not contract ritual impurity (7X727) and prepare a seat for Hezekiah the king of Judea

who has come [to escort me to the next world]." Berachos 28b
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The death of Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakai marked the end of the splendor of wisdom.
Sotah 49a



