7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What prompted R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi to travel to
Mezrich? How old was he then?

2.  What had he already accomplished by that time?
3. During his stay there, with whom did he study?
4. Describe his attitude towards the Misnagdim.

5. When did he assume the mantle of leadership?

This and much more will be addressed in the fifth lecture
of thisseries: "The Mystic Genius. The Life and Times of
Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline,
we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE MY STIC GENIUS:
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RABBI SHNEUR ZALMAN OF LIADI

l. The Genius of Liozna
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[Thefollowing is the genealogy of R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi:] The Gaon, our master R.
Y ehudah Livoi, the Maharal of Prague, a descendant of the Gaonim who traced their
descent to David, the son of Yishai, 1) his son R. Betzalel, 2) hisson R. Shmuel, 3) his
son R. Yehudah Leib, 4) his son R. Moshe, 5) his son R. Shneur Zalman, 6) hisson R.
Baruch, 7) hisson R. Shneur Zalman, the Alter Rebbi. Luach Yom Yom p. 4 quoted in
Sefer Toldos Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi (Kehot) p. 2

0" P ,0°TI7 0IN ,ATIVNRY 30D TR DRI LRI ORIPR 3T 7T 2
X377 .7775727 MNP NI 02TV 993 INIMI R¥AI XYY ,TIMHPNT 07wa %pa 001N
nwan NIw Py YW m2Uwea wpana Sowe 12 TIT IIRD D00MNT DONIRAT VTN

ARIDI TPTI RIPY T 1 NARM L°R0H 0ONXmY 0°E0R

R. Yehudah Livoi, the elder: Thisisto [serve] Y ehudah as aguide and monument. He
was a scholar of secret lore, one who could uproot mountains and cedars, an expert in the
six orders of the Talmud. In the entire world, there was no one who excelled like him in
his acuity, comprehensive knowledge and memory. He was from a family of Geonim
who traced their descent to King David. He was asked to join the Heavenly academy in
the year 5200 (1440). Gravestoneinscription of R. Yehudah Livo, the elder, in
Prague
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In the province of White Russia, in the city of Liozni, there was a man by the name of R.
Baruch, who was a grandson of the Gaon R. Moshe of Posnan, a descendant of the holy
Gaon, the Maharal of Prague, the memory of the holy tzaddik shall be for a blessing, who
is descended in turn from holy ancestors. R. Moshe was the son of the R. Yudel, of
blessed memory, the Chief Rabbi of Kavli [and the author of the work, Kol Y ehudah, on
Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim], who was the son of the Gaon R. Moshe, who was the son
of the Gaon R. Tzvi Hirsch, who was the son of the Gaon R. Y osef Y oski, the Chief
Rabbi of Lublin, who was the son-in-law of the Maharal, the memory of the holy tzaddik
shall be for ablessing. Sefer Bais Rebbi, Part 1 Chapter 1
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Thisday, the fifteenth day of Kislev, inthe year 5510 (1749), the child, Shneur Zalman,
the son of R. Baruch, was accepted into the Chevra Kadisha as an apprentice until his Bar
Mitzvah, on condition that his grandfather initially give ten brusses, each brusse equal to
five klapter, towards the building fund of the synagogue and every subsequent year the
grandfather isrequired to give three times "chai" (eighteen). With G-d's help, after this
period of apprenticeship, he will be considered one of us. Pinkus of the Chevra
Kadisha of Liozna, quoted in Sefer Bais Rebbi, Part 1 Chapter 1
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As elder Torah scholars age, their intellect grows in Torah and in the fear of Hashem.
Days and years have already passed with his reaching the age of thirteen years[at the
time of] the meeting of the members of the Chevra Kadisha. [We are referring to] the
extraordinary scholar, tana upalig (an expert scholar whose opinion must be reckoned
with) R. Shneur Zalman the son of the extraordinary Rav R. Baruch. This blessed
(Baruch) seed will comfort us for he has risen to enter the conclave of scholars on this
third day (Tuesday), the day of the doubled "goodness’ (ki tov), the seventeenth (tov) of
Kidev, 5521 (1760). Y aakov the son of R. Tzvi Hirsch of blessed memory. Pinkus of the
Chevra Kadisha of Liozna, quoted in Sefer Bais Rebbi, Part 1 Chapter 1
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When he was twelve years of age, hisfather took R. Yissacher Ber (of Kobilnik), the
Magid of Lubavitch, to be his Rav (mentor). Asthe Rav [R. Yissacher Ber] began to
study with him, he was astounded by his sharp intellect and erudition. He told his father
that his son doesn't need a Rav and he stopped learning with him. From that time on, he
learned by himself with amazing diligence, day and night. His reputation spread far and
wide. As aresult, the respected philanthropist, R. Yehudah Leib Segal, z'l, of Vitebsk,
took him as a son-in-law. After the wedding, he took him into his house and supported
him. There, in hisfather-in-law's house, he became even more diligent in an
extraordinary way. Sefer Bais Rebbi, Part 1 Chapter 1
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The great extent of [R. Shneur Zalman's] wisdom and understanding from his very youth,
isall public knowledge. When he was only eighteen years old, he had already completed
the entire Talmud with all of its commentaries, the works of the Rishonim (pre fifteenth
century Torah scholars) and Achronim (post fifteenth century Torah scholars). He
mastered all of the facets of the Torah. Preface to the Shulchan Aruch HaRav, written
by the sons of theauthor (R. Shneur Zalman)
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[R. Shneur Zalman's] prayer, the "service of the heart", was done with great intensity. He
would follow the Shelah HaKadosh's order of Divine service with the "kavanos"
(meditations) which are described in the work, Shelah (Shnel Luchos HaBris), aswell as
[the Shelah's] Siddur, " Shaar HaShamayim™. He would always keep apart from other
people. The problem was that his holy approach was found to be strange in the eyes of
his father-in-law and their family. Because of his behavior, they viewed him to be
mentally unbalanced and they tried to prevail upon hiswife to seek a divorce from him.
She, however, stubbornly refused. As aresult, they began to cause them great discomfort.
Many times they didn't provide him with candles and, as aresult, he would learn by the
light of the moon. In the cold winter nights, he would suffer, [as they did not provide him
with heat]. Often times they didn't provide him with food. Despite these tactics they were
not at all able to deter him from his Divine service. Although she (his wife) also suffered
terribly at their hands, she willingly accepted everything. She was steadfastly determined
not to part from him (R. Shneur Zaman). Sefer Bais Rebbi, Part 1 Chapter 1
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When he reached the age of twenty, in his pursuit of the knowledge of Hashem
commensurate with the depths of his understanding, the breadth of hisintellect, and the
true purity and sanctity of his heart which was faithful before Hashem, hisholy spirit and
soul was left unsatisfied in his studies, as he couldn't find the answers to his many
guestions, especially in the area of esoteric Torah knowledge and their mysteries, an area
which has the capability of illuminating the soul with the light of life. It was Providential
that he was guided to make the difficult and long journey to seek the Divine light and
travel to the inner sanctum of that holy elder, theilluminator of the world, the wonder of
the generation, the holy and incisive Gaon, R. Dov Ber, whose soul restsin Eden, the
Magid of Mezrich, on whom the Divine spirit rested, asis well known. There he found
relief for his soul and satisfaction for the radiance of his spirit. He ate from the Tree of
Life, thetree of the Torah, and he lived an eternal life for ever, asit is stated in Scripture
(Habakuk Chap. 2), "Therighteous livesthrough hisfaith."  Preface to the Shulchan
Aruch HaRav, written by the sons of the author (R. Shneur Zalman)
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Truly, itisagreat, fierce struggle to break one's evil inclination when it burns like afiery
flame, because of the fear of Hashem; indeed it is a true test. Therefore, every person,
according to the standard of his place and level in Divine service, should weigh and
examine himself whether he serves Hashem in a manner which is commensurate with the
dimensions of this fierce struggle [which the most worthless of men constantly face]. In
the realm of [those commandments which Hashem tells us:] "do good", such asthe
service of prayer with devotion [he must battle his evil inclination in order] to pour out
his soul before Hashem with all his strength until the point where he is "wringing out" his
soul. He must wage a great and intense war with his body and his animal soul ("nefesh
behamis") which is contained therein which impede his devotion, crushing and grinding
them like dust every single day, morning and night. Also, during prayers, he must exert
himself with an exertion of the spirit and the exertion of thebody ...  Sefer HaTanya,
1:30

1. The Prodigious Tamudic and Halachic Scholar
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[HaRav HaGaon R. Dov Ber of Mezrich] chose our esteemed father, z'l, who [aready] at
that time was overflowing with the sea of the Talmud and the Poskim (Shulchan Aruch
and other legal authorities), and prevailed upon him to undertake this holy work to
produce a carefully worded and arranged condensation of the halacha based upon the
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legal decisions of the Rishonim (pre fifteenth century Torah scholars) and the Achronim
(post fifteenth century Torah scholars up to the present) and their underlying principles.
[Although our father initially refused, the Magid convinced him of the worthiness of the
project and] told him that there was simply no one of his stature in understanding and
wisdom that could plumb the depths of halacha and produce such awork. He began this
work while he was still studying amongst the scholars who sat by the holy Rav, [the
Mezricher Magid]. He began this project with the completion of two sections: Hilchos
Tzitzis and Hilchos Pesach, which were reviewed, [in the year 1772,] by the two "golden
pipes' [which facilitate the flow from the spiritual world to the physical], the. . . brothers
and famed Gaonim, holy men of the highest order, the pillars of the world, R. Shmelka
and his brother R. Pinchas, who now rest in Eden, before they left for Germany to occupy
rabbinic positions in the holy communities of Nickolsburg and Frankfort am Main. They
praised and lauded the author exceedingly and told him, " Strengthen yourself to continue
this project until its completion. It isfitting and beautiful. May the merit of the Torah
protect you and your posterity and all of Israel." Within the short span of two years, one
volume, on Orach Chaim, was already completed ... Preface tothe Shulchan Aruch
HaRav, written by the sons of the author (R. Shneur Zalman)

B.
Dwhw 12 ID9°72 3122 NIRRT NIPRYA INNON DY 1non NIRYDD °0I7W 0°W 297 IR

DM YNW WX DMYD 17U DUIIART DPIWRIT 95 oy TInbnn H3 by mw mw
TTMYA 1707 OYD TINONT B DY 91 03T 973 DERW 908D PYPa INHAw WITR
RP1D 91D RNYAW RITI NI IRT D37 717V WRD XD 7°MID pOD X2 0171 799
.. 77 7ID02 WYY 7PATY AN IR 72V RWIAWI 720 RNAIM M3 RNPIIR RITNORT
X2 19 997 7R W3 70 MWW 7w DR Y9IR DaY Innwa paT nnRi pntl .
INTIN mAW 9917 3 Y P0IBT INDIN DRI OVRI PIR MEPA YTII 1201 7170 DI

1732 NRM 277 VWL ANTRR INWITRI

He began to correct and add new insights to this work [of the Shulchan Aruch], after
many years had passed in which he continued to add to his extraordinary fount of wisdom
with depth and erudition.. For instance, when he was thirty years old, he reviewed the
entire Talmud with the Rishonim (pre fifteenth century Torah scholars) and the
Achronim (post fifteenth century Torah scholars up to the present) for the sixteenth time
while standing on his feet night and day. This happened while he was in the holy
community of Mohilov, which is adjacent to the Dniester river. He studied constantly,
without cessation, as was witnessed by everyone. The Talmudic discussions were as clear
to him as the day the Torah itself wasgiven. . . . Who can begin to sing the praises of his
Torah knowledge or his holiness. Preface to the Shulchan Aruch HaRav, written by
the sons of the author (R. Shneur Zalman)
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One should be very careful to constantly review one's studies at frequent intervals so that
all of the halachos that he studied should remain engraved in his memory until the next
review and actually be as clear to him, without any hesitation, as when he learned it.
Anyone who forgets anything of his studies due to hislack of adequate review, is
considered by Scripture as one who is condemned to death. In addition, he has violated
the prohibition of the Torah (Deut. 4:9), "Guard yourself and exceedingly guard your
soul lest you forget the words [of Torah] which your eyes beheld.” . . . A personis
required to study and know the entire Oral Law and to review it until he remembersit to
the extent that he can remember through review, which are the less formidable halachos.
In this manner one is not considered as if he was responsible for removing the words of
Torah from his heart and memory. R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi, Hilchos Talmud Torah
Chapter 2:3,4,7

D. The Vilna Gaon vs. Rav Shneur Zalman
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When [the Vilna Gaon] became nine years old, and had accomplished much in the areas
of Scripture, Mishna, Talmud, and had become satiated with the logic of their words and
with the Midrashim, which he had in addition studied, a spirit within him awakened and
said, "To whom are the secrets of the Torah addressed? All isfound in the work, 'Etz
Chaim' [of R. Chaim Vital]. Even if they are hidden from the eyes of the entirety of
humanity, Hashem will make them visible [to you]. [In addition, if you try,] you will see
that you can easily understand the most difficult areas of the Tamud, the legal
authorities, the responsa, the early and later commentaries. Don't think that your efforts
will not bear fruit." He immediately got hold of various exoteric (nigleh) and esoteric
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(nistar) works and learned through the entire corpus of the "Etz Chaim" within a half a
year. G-d's hand was evident. . . . When he reached the age of thirteen and a day (Bar
Mitzvah), he accepted upon himself the full measure of piety (chasidus). His asceticism
lifted him above the rest of humanity. From that time on until his death, he did not ook
beyond his four cubits. He didn't desire any pleasures from this world and ate only a
small amount of dried bread soaked in water, equivalent to the size of two olives. He ate
them only in the evening and morning and didn't taste them but only swallowed them
whole. . . . His nights were like days, as he stayed up in order to discover the words of
Hashem, the truth of the Torah .. ., for he had made afirm lifetime commitment never
to sleep more than two hours in any one twenty four hour period. He never slept more
than a half hour at any one time and during that time his lips were moving, uttering words
of the haachos (laws) and agados (Midrash). At the end of the half hour, he would
strengthen himself like alion, wash his hands, and proceed to learn in aloud voice. He
would deep later for another half hour. Thiswas histotal sleep: Three half hours at night
and one half hour by day. In addition, he designed strategies to combat the yetzer hara
(the evil inclination). He imposed strictures against that which he desired. He would say
that it wasn't something of true benefit and would distance himself from it. He bent his
shoulder to bear the pain of starvation and the discomfort of wakening from sleep, for he
said, "Let us make plans against him (the yetzer hara)." His great perceptiveness and his
effortsin the service of Hashem stood by him against all that afflicted him and removed
al worry and despondency in order that he serve Hashem with joy and gladness of heart
throughout hislife. . . . Ibid.

NI QTP PAR DT 7 PWAW An DOW D 97201 3P W7 MR P27 IR (2
X737 19R7 XM WYR INW D 9% ORI 77 (APT /W P71 TIw 37 12 97T R7IAT wE
1592 X790 7N3m K737 N12°97 PPN 070 29097 95 ‘0 .vaxma o1 v

Our master, [R. Chaim of Volozhin,] said that, "After athorough examination, it became
clear to methat al that R. Zalman, (his brother), had achieved before his death, [at the
age of 33,] was already mastered by the Gra (the Gaon of Vilna), z'l, when he was only
thirteen. The only difference was that all of the asceticism and angelic actions of R.
Zalman were evident to all whereas the Gra, Z'l, did everything secretly." Personal notes
of R. A. Levin, Sefer Hakol Kasuv L'Chaim
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The Gaon, R. Zalman of Vilna, who studied Torah for itsown sake. . . wasasign and
miracle of our generation. When he was twenty four, he had perfectly mastered verbatim
al of the Talmud, Sifrei, Sifra, Tosefta, Midrashim, Rambam, and Tur. R. Yehudah
Lelb, Chief Rabbi of Frankfurt am Oder, Atzel Eden 15b
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Who is able to [completely] describe [the Gaon's] saintliness and piety. He never spoke
even one word of idle talk and never accepted the yoke of public life or the Rabbinate or
any occupation that would disturb his learning. He hated unjust gain and would study for
extended periods, secluded in ahouseintheforest. . . . He studied Torah under
conditions of tremendous deprivation and, in the daytime, he would close the shutters of
the room in which he studied and would study by candle light in order that the glances of
people shouldn't disturb him. And thisis how he conducted himself in his youth, while he
studied Torah for its own sake. He would review the entire Babylonian Talmud each and
every month throughout hislife. The following incident occurred in his great and
populous city, [Vilna]. The holy community agreed to grant him a fixed allotment every
week with which to support his family. There was a certain shamash (sexton or
communal employee) through whom the holy community would send the needed funds.
The shamash, however, took the money for himself and didn't deliver it. Thislasted for
many years, but the Gaon didn't tell a soul. He endured such deprivation that his saintly
wife and children were on the brink of starvation. When she [finally] cameto him, he
told her to go with her small children to the neighbors at meal time, asit isnormal for
children to ask for food when they see others eating, and they will provide for them. He
didn't want to disclose the fact that he no longer received communal support because of
his complete trust in Hashem and his concern about causing another person to be shamed.
Thissituation lasted until the shamash took ill and was on his death bed. He then publicly
admitted that he had not given the Gaon his needed support which had been entrusted in
his hands, whereupon the shamash died. For this alone, one would be allowed to call our
master a chasid (pious one) and kadosh (holy one). One cannot begin to recount the toil
and effort he expended in studying our holy Torah. He would review each chapter and
tractate hundreds and thousands of times. . . . While he was young, he would study in the
bitter cold of winter in a room which was unheated and [at other times| he would place
hisfeet in abasin of cold water to prevent himself from falling asleep. R. Yisrad of
Shklov (d. 1839), Preface to Paas HaShulchan
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[1. The Faithful Disciple
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It was clear that [R. Shneur Zalman] was very endeared to the Mezricher Magid, as he
arranged that he study together with his precious son R. Avraham (1740-1777), who rests
in Eden, . . . who was holy from birth, and agiant in Torah and a colossusin piety. They
would study nigleh (the revealed portions of Torah) aswell as chasidus (the esoteric and
Kabbalistic portions). For three hours a day, R. Shneur Zalman would study with R.
Avraham nigleh and for three hours R. Avraham would study with R. Shneur Zalman
chasidus. The holy R. Avraham also had an unceasing endearment towards R. Shneur
Zaman. During the times that the Magid studied with his son, he would learn with R.
Shneur Zalman, as well. In this manner, all of the mysteries of their wisdom were
revealed unto him and he grew in Torah and Divine service in an extraordinary fashion.
He also studied under the other disciples of the Magid and would absorb the special traits
that he observed in them. Thiswas particularly the case in his relationship with
Menachem Mendel of Horodok and [R. Pinchas] the author of the Sefer Haphlaah. Sefer
Bais Rebbi, 1:2
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After having spent a year and a haf, he returned home and stayed there for a short while.
Afterwards, he returned again to study under the Magid and was there for three years
until the passing of the Magid, whose soul restsin Eden. I bid.
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| am recording those things as they were told to me by my master, my father, may his
merit protect us, on the eighteenth day of Kislev 5533 (1772), one day before his passing,
aswell asthe entire conversation that transpired. Thisall occurred in the presence of
three [witnesses|: Myself, my colleague, the holy Rav R. Y ehudah Leib HaK ohen, and
the holy Rav R. Zalman. My father said the following: My children, remain united. In
that way, you will overcome everything; you will continue to progress even further and
not, G-d forbid, regress. An alusion can be found in the verse, "And Heisin one [mind],
who can turn Him back.” (Job 23:13) Afterwards, the holy Rav and tzaddik, R. Zusya,
also came. [The Magid] asked, "Who came in?' R. Zalman answered, "R. Zusya came."

He made a motion with his holy finger that he should approach and he did. He grasped
him with his right hand and said to him, "Y ou Zusya, you are mine in thisworld and
there you will be with me as well, just as the body is connected to the soul." Afterwards,
he asked if the holy R. Mendel of Vitebsk was there. R. Zalman answered that he was
not. He sighed deeply and asked if R. Y ehudah Leib HaK ohen was there and R. Zalman
answered in the affirmative. He looked at him and said the following, "Y ou too will be in
my mechitza (compartment), ‘for the lips of the Kohen are to keep daas (knowledge)'
(Malachi 2:4) and | am of the realm of daas. Afterwards he called out, "Zamina,
Zamina, you will remain alone. | will drag you out, however, from all of your tzoros
(troubles) because for you | truly long." Afterwards, he said the following, "And you dear
Avromenyu, you just keep silent and continue to conduct yourself as you have done until
now. Listen to Zalman and things will go well for you. The most important thing is that
you should not afflict yourself, for asmall defect (lit. hole) in the body causes alarge
defect in the soul - and your soul is something very special." He wished us a good night
and he went to deep. These were hislast words. (signed) Avraham b. R. Dov Ber.
Record of the events written by R. Avraham, the son of the Magid of Mezritch.
Additionsto Magid D'vorov L'Yaakov #191
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The Alter Rebbe (R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi) related the following: When my Master (R.
Dov Ber) departed from this world, the disciples drew lots to decide who amongst them
should merit to participate in the taharah (the purification of the body). Afterwards, there
was a second drawing to decide which of the holy body parts would each one take. It was
my lot to receive his holy head. Additionsto Magid D'vorov L'Yaakov #192
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V. The Defender of the Hasidic Movement
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When HaRav R. Mendel of Minsk (Vitebsk) was here this past winter adjacent to the true
Gaon, that man of G-d, our master R. Eliyahu, the chasid, he didn't see him the entire
winter. He said that [R. Mendel] accepted an interpretation of a certain passage of the
Zohar which was explained by their sect (lit. family) in a manner which contains within it
words of heresy and Kabbalistic formulations which are very terrible. When the
documents from Shklov were delivered here, to the holy community of Vilna, the Gaon
then declared that the community of Shklov is correct in its conclusion that the
aforementioned sect are heretics whose status is such that they should be lowered to a pit
and not released. Letter #6, Zmir Aritzim V'Charbos Tzurim, 1772
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[The followers of R. Avraham of Kalisk] were engaged throughout the day in foolishness
and mockery. They also ridiculed all the [Tamudic] scholars, disgraced them in al sorts
of ways, and acted towards them with contempt and in great levity. In addition, they were
constantly performing somersaultsin the market places and in the town plazas. The name
of Heaven was disgraced in the eyes of the uncircumcised through this, as well asthe
other forms of frolic and mockery performed in the streets of Kalisk. In the winter of
5532 (1771-72), after the debate in Shklov, you couldn't answer these charges and justify
such actions. The scholars of Shklov wrote to the Gaon of Vilna, may he rest in peace,
and were successful in convincing him to judge us as being in the category of those who
are lowered into a pit but not released, G-d forbid, and as being heretics who debase
Torah scholars. Regarding standing on one's head, he declared it to be akin to the idolatry
of Por etc. Letter from HaRav HaGaon R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi to R. Avraham
of Kalisk, 1805, Igros Kodesh p. 125-126
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| went together with him (you) to the room of our great master (the Magid), and my eyes
saw and my ears heard how he rebuked him (you) sternly for the bad way in which he
(you) guided the Hasidim of Russia. . . For, al day long, they indulged in foolish and
frivoloustalk. . . . They wrote to that effect from Vilnato Brody and they published a
pamphlet entitled Zemir Aritzim in the summer (1772). This caused great distress for all
of the Tzaddikim of Volhynia. They could not just stay at home [and passively witness
these events| and [therefore they] all of them gathered in Rovno with our great master to
deliberate what todo.  Letter from R. Shneur Zalman to R. Avraham of Kalisk,
written in theyear 1805, Igros HaK odesh pp. 125-126
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My beloved brethren and friends who safeguard the Torah and Divine service, Anshel
Shlomainu (trusted members of our group), of the minyan of the holy community of
Vilna. May Hashem be with you forever. . . . Behold, we originally went to the home of
the Gaon of Vilna, may he be protected, in order to engage him in debate and to dispel
his criticism against us. Thisiswhile | was with the Rav HaChasid R. Mendel Horodoker
(Vitebsker), ztll"h, but he closed the door on us on two occasions. When the |eadership of
the city spoke to him and said, "Our master, behold their renowned Rav has come to
debate with his honor. When he will be defeated, there will surely be peacein Israel." He
rejected their entreaties, however, without giving them sufficient cause. When they began
to pressure him in earnest, he abruptly left the city. He stayed away until the day of our
departure from the city, asiswell known by the elders of the city. ... Wetraveled to the
holy community of Shklov in order to debate with them, but we were not successful and
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they acted towards us in a despicable manner. They reneged on their promise not to cause
us any harm when they saw that they had nothing to counter our arguments. It was then
that they went against us with force. They based their position upon the Gaon of Vilna,
may Hashem protect him. Letter from R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi to the Hasidim of
Vilna, 1797, Igros HaK odesh, | geres #34

V. The New Leader of the Russian and Lithuanian Hasidim
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[5540 - (1780)] | speak to you with wishes of peace for my brothers and friends, those
who live in the holy community of Oshatz. May Hashem grant you long life for ever. The
great turmoil in our provinces is common knowledge. [Although] it isatime of distress
for us (lit. to Jacob), we will be shortly saved from it. Therefore, the only correct counsel
to take during this situation isto fulfill the words of Scripture (Isaiah 26:20), "Conceal
yourself for ashort while, until the fury passes.” It iswritten (Psalms 119:126), "It istime
to do on behalf of Hashem, abolish your Torah." Because of this thing, be careful to
avoid directly confronting those that are opposed to your praying in a separate minyan
(prayer group). | trust in Hashem that He will never forsake us and He will soon return
the crown to its former state. Now, you should act with self control, as | outlined to the
bearer of thisletter, and you should not [counter your opponents by] informing against
them to the government, G-d forbid. Regarding that which Chaim said in my name, you
should know that he is bearing false testimony. | have never even thought about doing
such athing! On the contrary, | have aways relied upon Hashem with perfect faith and
an upright heart. . . . | therefore tell you to totally distance yourself from that man. It
shouldn't be accomplished with strife and argument. Just remove yourselves from his
presence and don't bother to reply at al to his arguments. When the faithful representive
of the Holy Land, R. Y. M., comes to you to collect, you should tell him in my name that
he should not accept even a penny from him. If he doesn't correct his perversion, | will
write to our teachersin Eretz Yisrael regarding him. . . . Sefer Bais Rebbi Part 1
Chapter 11, Igros HaK odesh #2
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My beloved brothers and friends of the holy community of Vilna, may Hashem be upon
you and may you live forever. It is an important mitzvah to slaughter with honed knives.
It was established with great self sacrifice by our most sacred teachers, whose souls rest
in Eden. Money is no consideration when it comes to establishing a permanent Shochet
(ritual slaughterer) [who adheres to the highest standards]. G-d forbid, however, if you
will be attending a seudas mitzvah (ameal celebrating a religious observance) together
with the members of your city, [and meat is served that came from an animal that was not
slaughtered with a honed knife,] that you should separate yourselves from them and
consider them to be eating nevailah (carrion). Such athing should never pass your lips
(lit. be mentioned)! | myself was never concerned [about eating food cooked in utensils
which had previously cooked meat from an animal that was not slaughtered with a honed
knife] even if it had been cooked that very day. ... Shneur Zalman. Letter written to
the community of Hasidim in Vilna, Sefer BaisRebbi 1:11
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[This letter was written by R. Shneur Zalman to the inhabitants of the Holy Land, (may it
be speedily rebuilt and reestablished in our days. Amen!) to console them with redoubled
moral support over the passing of the celebrated rabbi and Gaon, holy man of G-d, "lamp
of Isragl, pillar of the right hand, mighty hammer,” (see Berachos 28b) our mentor R.
Menachem Mendel, whose soul restsin Eden.]

My beloved, my brethren and friends, who are as dear to me as my soul . . . may Hashem
be upon you and may you live forever, and your children with you, the seed of truth; may
you be blessed by Hashem from now to eternity. Having first duly inquired after the
welfare of those who love Hashem's Name, | have come to speak to the heart of the
smitten, who are sighing and groaning [over the passing of R. Mendel,] and to console
you with redoubled support with what my ear has heard from others and with what | have
understood myself, regarding the statement of our Sages, of blessed memory, "He has left
lifefor al the living." For a"tzaddik lives by hisfaith" (Habakuk 2:4) and by "the awe of
Hashem which leads to life," and by the flashing and fiery sparks of hislove [for G-d,
that is even greater] than life, investing in them - in his faith and awe and love - the life
of his Ruach [and moreover his Neshamah] throughout his life. When, [at the time of his
passing] Hashem elevates his Ruach and gathers up his soul unto Himself and he ascends
from one elevation to the next, to the very highest levels, he then leaves over the life of
his Ruach, the deeds in which he has formerly labored with Israel, (Proverbs 10:16) "the
labor of atzaddik for life," to every living being, that is, to the soul of every living being
who is bound to his soul by the thick ropes of agreat and eternal love that will not be
moved forever. For any man who eagerly desires life and who seeks to cling to the living
G-d, through the Divine service [of the tzaddik], his soul will cleave and will be bound in
the bond of life with Hashem in the life of the Ruach (lit. breath) of our nostrils (an
alusion to the Chaya - root of the soul - of the tzaddik) of which we have said, "Inits
protective shadow we shall live among the nations." This he (the tzaddik) left unto us, in
each and every individual, corresponding to the degree of his genuine bond with the
tzaddik and his true and pure love of him, from the innermost core of man and from the
depths of his heart. For, as in water, where one's face is reflected in the water, so too does
one heart reflect the feelings of another (Proverbs 27:19), and "spirit rouses spirit and
brings forth spirit" (Zohar 11 166b). For his (the tzaddik's) Ruach remains truly in our
midst [within those of uswho are bound to him,] when he sees his children, (i.e.
disciples), who embody the work of his hands, sanctifying Hashem's blessed Name. For
[His Name] is magnified and sanctified when we walk in a straight path, in one of his (the
tzaddik's) paths that he has shown us, and we will walk in hisways forevermore. This
then, is the meaning of the statement in the holy Zohar (111 71b), that "When atzaddik
departs, he isto be found in al the worlds more than during hislifetime." That is, evenin
the world of action (the mundane world) of which it iswritten (Deut. 7:11), "Thisday - to
do them," heisfound more than during his lifetime, because the action of hisdisciples
continues to produce successive generations of offshoots, from the (Psalms 97:11) "light
implanted for the righteous" in (Gen. 27:27) "the field (the Garden of Eden) which
Hashem has blessed.” This light radiates to the earth and to the outside places and aso to
us, those who are here this day, all of uswho live in hisways, (Isaiah 35:8) "the holy way



Series X 17 Lecture #5

it should be called."” The above relates to the service of Hashem, to spiritual matters. As
for mundane matters, it is stated explicity in the Zohar (111 79b) that the tzaddikim shield
the world, and after their death even more than during their life; moreover, were it not for
the prayer of the tzaddikim in the other world, this world would not endure asingle
moment. And whoever is closer to the habitation of G-d [through being close to the
tzaddik] during his lifetime, has precedence to the blessing. . . . R. Shneur Zalman,
Sefer HaTanya, |geres HaK odesh, L etter 27
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We begin with a benediction to bless and give thanks to Hashem, for He isgood. My soul
has heard "good" tidings and has become revived. True "good" is Torah, [asis stated in
Scripture] "Hashem's Torah is a perfect whole." | am referring to the completion of the
whole Talmud in its entirety, in most towns and congregations of our Hasidic
brotherhood. | give thanks for the accomplishments of the past and | now request for the
future that Hashem continue to strengthen their hearts among the mighty, year after year,
with the might of the Torah, and make known to mankind the power of the Oral Law and
its strength. As King Solomon, of blessed memory, explained (Proverbs 31:17), "She
(metaphorically the Knesses Yisrael - the Congregation of Isragl) girds her loins with
strength (Torah) . . ." Theloins are the frame that supports the whole body, including the
head that is positioned over them; it isthey that lead and bring the body to its desired
destination. And just asit is with the physicality of the body, so it iswith the spirituality
of the Divine soul. The soul's loins are the true belief in the One G-d, the Ein Sof (Infinite
One), Who permeates all the world [with Hislife force] and encompasses all the worlds
(with atranscendent vitality), there being no place that is void of Him, above to no end
and below to no limit, and likewise in al four directions - truly in a state of infinitude.
The same applies to the dimensions of "year" (time) and "soul" (spirituality), asiswell
known. Behold, thisfaith isreferred to as "loins' which uphold and sustain the "head",
meaning the intellect that contemplates and concentrates on the greatness of the blessed
Ein Sof in the dimensions of "world" (space), "year" (time), and "soul" (spirituality), and
on the magnitude of His loving-kindness and the miracles that He performs for us, thus
making of us, "a people near to Him" (Psalms 148:14) who can truly cleave unto Him.
Thus, it is known from the teaching, "One hour of repentance and good deeds in this
world surpasses all of the World to Come." For the World to Come is a mere gleam and
reflection of the level of Divinity which is called Shechinah, Who dwells. . . (within the
creation) and [the World to Come] was created by the single letter "yud" of Hashem's
blessed name. Repentance and good deeds, however, truly bring Israel near to their
Father in Heaven, unto [in amanner of speech] the very Being and Essence of Him Who
is absolute infinitude. Asit iswritten (Psalms 148:13), "His radiance is upon earth and
heaven, Heraises glory upon the His nation." [Similarly, we say before performing a
mitzvah,] ". . . Who has sanctified us [unto Himself] through His mitzvahs and
commanded us.. . ." [Reflecting upon Hashem's closeness to us naturally creates similar
feelingsin usasit isstated in Scripture (Proverbs 27:19),] "Just as water reflects the face
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so too does the heart reflect the feelings of others.” Contemplating this creates an
intellectually generated [and |ofty level of] awe and love or the [merely brings out one's)
natural awe and love giving rise to either the feeling [reflected in the verse (Lam. 2:18),]
"Their heart cried out unto G-d" [in its yearning to cleave unto Him] or to a mode of love
[which could be best described by the verse (Shir HaShirim 8:6)] "Flashes of fire, a
mighty flame", which first [in a sense] advances and then retreats (Ezekiel 1:14). [This
retreat] isaresult of the fear of G-d in on€e's heart, [as He draws close to Him] in which
the individual is abashed by Hashem's greatness. This [fear, awe, and shame] results from
Hashem's "left hand (Gevurah) which pushes the person away", asit iswritten
concerning the Giving of the Torah, "The people saw and they trembled and they stood
from afar . . ." (Exodus 20:15). This (the faith, intellect, love and fear) are the
metaphorical "arms and the body of the soul". But what gives the power and strength to
the "loins’ (i.e. faith) to support and sustain the "head" and the "arms’, thisisthe
involvement in and the study of the Oral Torah, for the Ora Torah is the manifestation of
the Supreme Will. [Although] the Torah issues forth from "Chochmah" (the Supernal
Sefiraof Divine Wisdom), its source and root are from aloftier source which isreferred
to as the Highest Will or Favor, of Hashem, may He be blessed. Thusit iswritten (Psalms
5:13), "Like an encompassing shield, you crown [the righteous person] with favor”, like a
crown which is placed above the brains which are within the head. [ This teaching
parallels the familiar exposition of the verse (Prov. 12:4), "A woman of valor (the Ord
Law) isthe crown of her husband." This teaching likewise reflects the Talmudic
statement (Nidah 73a), "Whoever studies Torah laws every day is assured of lifein the
World to Come." This, then, isthe meaning of the verse (Proverbs 31:17), "She girds her
loins with strength”: There is no strength but Torah which gives power and strength to
the "loins" (faith of the soul) which are girded and embodied in it to strengthen and
fortify its"arms’, meaning the intellectually generated or innate awe and love in each
man according to his measure. (As regards supporting and sustaining the "head" of the
soul, it stated in Scripture (Prov. 31:18), " She perceives that her trade is good" a
metaphor which is explained elsewhere.)

However, the occasion and time for the strengthening and fortification of the "arms' and
the "head" is the time of morning prayer, for Above, that is atime of compassion, atime
at which the Supreme Will isrevealed. Therefore, thisiswhat | would ask of those who
seek to draw close to Hashem: Let them both understand and contemplate, and have asa
constant reminder between their eyes, all that | wrote them last year in general, and
especially with respect to devout concentration during prayer from the depths of the
heart. Day after day let them seek Hashem with all of their heart and with all of their
soul; let them pour out their soul like water in the presence of Hashem. In this spirit, our
Sages, of blessed memory, taught in Sifrei, "[love of Hashem should be so intenseg] to the
extent of pressing out the soul. . . ."

And now, once more | put forth my hand a second time with an additional explanation
and atwofold request, extended and proposed to all men of the Hasidic brotherhood,
those who are near and those who are far, to undertake the following: On all weekdays,
businessmen - who do not have so much time - should not lead the prayers. Only those
who have the time should lead the prayers, such as teachers or those who are supported
by their parents, who at the morning service are able to pray at length for at least about an
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hour and a half on all weekdays. One of them should step down before the Ark [to lead
the prayers], chosen by lot or by consent of the majority of the congregants. He should
gather around him all those who are supported by their parents, or teachers, who are able
to pray at length like himself, [and thus will not be distracted by the haste of others].
Please, please, do not ater this! On the Shabbos and Y om Tov, however, when al the
businessmen, too, have the time and opportunity to pray at length, devoutly concentrating
their heart and soul to G-d, moreover, their duty to do so is much greater asit is stated in
Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim (Gloss of Ramo to 290:2), and as written in the Torah of
Moshe (Exod. 20:9), "Six days shall you work . . . and the seventh day is a Sabbath unto
the L-rd your G-d," stating clearly that the Sabbath is to be devoted wholly unto Hashem.
Therefore, on Shabbos and Y om Tov, they too can lead the prayers, according to lot or
the assent of the majority, as | wrote last year.

Moreover, it should be known that, G-d willing, it is my intention to send spies secretly
to all congregationsto find out and to notify about anyone who has the ability and the
time to worship at length and to meditate while at prayer, but islazy. He shall be
punished by estrangement, being distanced by both hands when he comes to hear Hasidic
teachings. Those who do devote themselves to their prayers will be assured of awarm
welcome. Pleasant be the lot of those who hearken; may the blessing of "goodness' light
upon them, - and - [as we have stated above] - thereisno "good" but Torah . . ." R.
Shneur Zalman, Sefer HaTanya, | geres HaK odesh, Letter 1



