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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1.  Describe the impact that Darwin made on Marx, Hitler and
Stalin.

2. What isthe difference between macroevolution and
microevolution?

3.  What Midrashic source supports the idea of microevolution?

4.  What did Darwin find on the Galapagos islands that made
him formulate his theory of evolution?

5. Citeat least three difficulties with Darwin’s theory.

This and much more will be addressed in the fifth lecture of this
series: "Evolution and the Divine Creation".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline,
Go back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and
see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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EVOLUTION AND THE DIVINE CREATION

l. The Emergence of Life
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And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after its kind, and tree yielding
fruit, whose seed was in itself, after its kind; and G-d saw that it was good. . . . And G-d
said, “Let the waters swarm with many kinds of living creatures, and birds that may fly
above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.” And G-d created the great sea
monsters, and every kind of creature that live in the waters, and every kind of winged
birds, and G-d saw that it was good. . . . And G-d said, Let the earth bring forth al kinds
of living creatures, cattle, and creeping things, and beasts of the earth after their kind; and
it was so. And G-d made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and cattle after their kind,
and every thing that creeps upon the earth after its kind; and G-d saw that it was good.

.. /And out of the ground the L-rd G-d formed every beast of the field, and every bird of
the air; and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them; and whatever Adam
caled every living creature, that was its name. Genesis 1:12,20,21,24,25, 2:19
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R. Ass pointed out a contradiction [between verses]. One verse says. And the earth
brought forth grass, referring to the third day, whereas another verse when speaking of
the sixth day says: No shrub of the field was yet in the earth. This teaches us that the
plants commenced to grow but stopped just as they were about to break through the soil,
until Adam came and prayed for rain for them; and, when rain fell, they sprouted forth.
This teaches you that the Holy One, blessed be He, longs for the prayers of the righteous.
Chulin 60b
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R. Yehoshuab. Levi said: All creatures of the creation were brought into being with their
full stature, their full capacities, and their full beauty, as it says, “And the heaven and the
earth were finished, and all the host of them [tzevaam].” Read not tzevaam, but
tzivyonam [their beauty]. Rosh HaShana 11a
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[Adam, after he realized that G-d had mercy on him, after the original sin, and was not
going to immediately kill him,] arose and offered up a bullock whose horns emerged
before its hoofs, as it is said (Psams 69:32), “And my [thanksgiving] shall please the
L-rd better than a bullock that has horns and hoofs.” Avodah Zarah 8a
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Whose horns were developed before its hoofs: For the master has said (Rosh HaShanah
11a), “All creatures of the creation were brought into being with their full stature,”
[implying] that their horns were already grown, and since their head [emerged] first, it
follows that their horns preceded their hoofs. And my [thanksgiving] shall please the
L-rd better than a bullock (bovine-bull) David said, “And my prayer shall please
Hashem more than the bovine,” (i.e. the day that it was born, as it is stated in Scripture
(Lev. 22:17) A bovine (ox) or lamb or goat when it is born etc.) which was as complete
as abullock of three years of age which is not lacking even its horns. Rashi ibid.

. The Creation of Man
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And the L-rd G-d formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became aliving soul. Genesis 2:7
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R. Yohanan b. Hanina said: The day consisted of twelve hours. In the first hour, his
[Adam's] dust was gathered; in the second, it was kneaded into a shapeless mass. In the
third, his limbs were shaped; in the fourth, a soul was infused into him; in the fifth, he
arose and stood on his feet; in the sixth, he gave [the animals] their names; in the seventh,
Eve became his mate; in the eighth, they ascended to bed as two and descended as four;
in the ninth, he was commanded not to eat of the tree, in the tenth, he sinned; in the
eleventh, he was tried, and in the twelfth he was expelled [from Eden] and departed, for it
iswritten, (Psalms 49:13), Man does not abide (stay over night) in honor. Sanhedrin 38b
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Rava said: If the righteous desired it, they could [by living a life of absolute purity] be
creators, for it is written (Isaiah 59:2), “But your iniquities have distinguished between
etc.” Rabbah created a man, and sent him to R. Zera. R. Zera spoke to him, but received
no answer. Thereupon he said unto him: “Y ou are a creature of the magicians. Return to
your dust.”  R. Hanina and R. Oshaia spent every Sabbath eve in studying the “Book
of Creation” (Sefer Yetzira) by means of which they created a third-grown (or choice)
caf and ateit. Sanhedrin 65b

[1. Evolution
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“And this is how you shall make the ark.” (Genesis 6:15) Rabbi Oshaiah taught: The
Holy One, blessed be He, showed Noah with his finger (i.e. clearly) and said to him,
“Make it in this exact manner.” One hundred and fifty rooms on the right (starboard) side
of the length of the ark and a hundred and fifty rooms on the left (port) side of the length,
thirty three rooms along the walls of the width of the ark by its front (stem or fore) and
thirty two rooms along the walls of the width of the ark by its back (stern or aft). There
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were ten rooms in the middle which functioned as storage areas for the food. Five
portholes on the right side of the length and portholes off the left side of the length with
hydrants to open and close the stream of water. This same floorplan was used for al three
floors of the ark. The living area of the domesticated and wild animals was on the bottom
floor. The birds were in the middle floor. The top floor was used for the crawling animals
and for the people. From here we can derive that there are three hundred and sixty five
types of animals, three hundred and sixty five types of birds, and three hundred and sixty
five types of crawling creatures. There was a uniformity throughout al three floors.
Medrash Pirkel D’ Rabbi Eliezer Chapter 23
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Initially, there was only a creation of the basic types of animals, whose number was only
three hundred and sixty five. Afterwards, they branched out into different species or
varieties due to the conditions of their varied habitats, food and other environmental
factors, similar to the goose and the duck, mentioned at the end of the fifth chapter of
Bava Kama (554) and the domesticated and the wild ox, which the Taimud Y erushalmi,
in the eighth chapter of Kilaim, claims is actually a runaway [who changed in the wild].
Don't be surprised at this, for man was created as a single individua and, yet, we find
different races of humans across the globe, with different pigmentation: whites, blacks,
redskins, and in between, as well as other differences in their facial features and shape of
their limbs. All of this is a result of their various habitats and food, akin to how Hillel
explained the reason why the feet of the Africans were broad and the eyes of the
Palmyreans bleared and the heads of the Babylonians round, [which in his opinion] was
due to their changed environment and conditions. (Shabbos 31a) [Cf Zohar Vayikra 10a]
Similarly, regarding plants, it is common knowledge that the abundance of variation
within one specie is due to the soil where it is planted and other environmental factors. It
is therefore not surprising that there are only three hundred and sixty five basic types. It
follows, then, that athough the animals had undergone change from the time of creation
up until the Flood, nevertheless, the Ruler of the world, who knows His creations,
commanded Noah to take in those maor species whom He knew would spread out
throughout the globe and branch out into the many species and varieties that we see
today. . . . We have to say that of those types that are very large that he took them in as
babies. Commentary of R. David Luriaibid.
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The meaning of the phrase, “according to its kind” or “according to their kind” which
was written in regards to plant and animal life is that every “kind” has many subvarieties
and species, similar to the wheat plant, which has, according to the Medrash Eichah, as
many varieties as the numerical value of “Minith” [which is 500]. (See Ez. 27:17)
Similarly, every “kind” has numerous subdivisions. At the time of creation, however,
only one wheat plant emerged, the most prized of that seed, that had the potential of
evolving into many different species. Regarding this did [our Sages] say in the tractate
Rosh HaShana 11a that all of the creatures were created bitzivionom, which means,
according to Tosefos ibid., the most prized, . . . with the greatest possible beauty.
R. Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin in hiscommentary Emek Davar to Genesis 1:11
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“According to its kind” (Genesis 6:20) We have already explained in Parshas Beraishis
the meaning of the term “liminayhu” (according to its kind), i.e. that every original
creation branched out into many subcatagories, although at the time of creation there only
emerged one such animal. Only afterwards did they subdivide into many species and
varieties. Similarly, Noah only took into the ark one [“kind” of each animal]. It included
within itself, however, al of the varieties and species [that would issue from it].
R. Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin in hiscommentary Emek Davar to Genesis 6:20



