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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What werethe respectiveroles of Cyrus and Achashveroshin
halting the rebuilding of the Temple (Bais Hamikdash)?

2. Who was responsible for the final rebuilding of the Temple?

3.  Why wasthe new script of the Hebrew language given
through Ezra and not M oshe?

4. What were the ten enactments that Ezra made?

5.  What were the accomplishments of the Men of the Great
Assembly?

This and much more will be addressed in the fifth lecture of this
series. "Ezra'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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l. The First Wave of Return
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Thus saith Cyrus, king of Persia. . . who isthere among you . . . and let him go up to
Jerusaem, which isin Judah, and build the house of the Lord... The whole congregation
together was forty two thousand, three hundred and sixty. Ezra 1:2, 3; 2:64.
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And the builders laid the foundation of the sanctuary of the Lord. Ezra 3:10

. The Building Comesto aHalt
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And they (the Samaritans) hired counsellors against them to frustrate their (the Jews)
purpose, al the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of
Persa. Ezra4:5
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Cyrus said, [after hearing the accusations from the Samaritans,] that those that had
aready traveled past the Euphrates to go to Judah may remain there, but those that had
not, are no longer allowed to travel to Judah. Koheleth Rabbah 10:13
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And in the reign of Achashverash, in the beginning of hisreign, they (the enemies of the
Jews) wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem ... (Thereupon
Achashverash decreed:) Give ye now a commandment to cause these men to cease, and
that thiscity shall not be built until another commandment shall be given by me. Ezra
4.6, 21

1. Rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash
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Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son Jozadak, and began to
build the house of G-d which is at Jerusalem; and with them were the prophets of G-d
helping them. Ezra5:2
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And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace that isin the province of the Medes, a
scroll, and therein was arecord (of Cyrus original decree allowing the Jewsto build the
BaisHamikdash). Ezra6:2
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And this house was finished on the third day of the month Adar, which wasin the sixth
year of thereign of Dariustheking. Ezra 6:15

V. Ezraand his Mission

A.
T2AW §AT DOW WIRAT N°2 7°33m ANT n7N 2IT3 XN 92 DRINY 27 RPONPRI 27 0K
TV AN LPYY XY 03T XD 0% 7071 7

Rav (some say that Rav Shmuel bar Marta) said that the study of Torah is greater than the
building of the Bais Hamikdash. The proof isthat as long as Boruch ben Neriawas adive
Ezradid not leave him to go up. Megillah 16b
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We learned in a Braiisa: About that time (when the Bais Hamikdash was finished in the
sixth year of Darius) in the following year, Ezrawent up to Eretz Yisroel together with
other members of the exile. It iswritten (Ezra 7:8) "And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth
month in the seventh year of theking." Rosh Hashanah 3b
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And to carry the silver and gold, which the king and his counsellors have freely offered
unto the G-d of Israel, whose habitation isin Jerusalem . . . to beautify the house of the
Lord. Ezra7:15, 27
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And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy G-d, that is thine hand, set magistrates and
judges, which may judge all the people that are beyond theriver, all such as know the
laws of thy G-d; and teach ye them that know them not. And whosoever will not do the
law of thy G-d, and the law of the king, let judgement be executed speedily upon him,
whether it be unto death, or to banishment or to confiscation of goods, or to
imprisonment. Ezra 7:25, 26
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Welearned in aBraiisa: Rabbi Yos said, "Ezra was worthy of the Torah being given
through him, had Moshe not comefirst. . . . Even though the Torah was not given through
him, the script of the Torah was changed through him.” Sanhedrin 21b
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Rav Y ehuda said in the name of Rav: When Moshe went up to Heaven he found Hashem
tying crowns on the letters of the Torah. Moshe asked: "Who held you back (that you
now have to add these crowns and did not write it in originally)"? He replied: "Thereisa
man who is destined to emerge after many generations and Akivaben Y osef is his name.
He will extract from each and every prong of these crowns mounds and mounds of laws
(halachos)." M enachos 29b

V. Ezras |mpact
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Now when these things were done, the princes came to me, saying, The people of Isradl,
and the priests, and the Levites, have not separated themselves from the people of the
lands, doing according to their abominations, even of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the M oabites, the Egyptians, and the
Amorites... Then arose Ezra, and made the chief priests, the Levites, and all Isradl, to
swear that they should do according th thisword. And they swore...And they made
proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem unto all the children of the exile, that they
should gather themsel ves together unto Jerusalem; And that whosoever would not come
within three days, according to the counsel of the princes and the elders, al his substance
should be forfeited, and himself separated from the congregation of exiles...And the
children of the captivity did so. And Ezrathe priest, with certain chiefs of the fathers,
after the house of their fathers, and all of them by their names, were separated, and sat
down in the first day of the tenth month to examine the matter. And they made an end
with all the men that had taken strange wives by the first day of the first month. Ezra
9:1, 10:5, 7-8, 16-17
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Ten laws were enacted by Ezra:

1) The Torah isread at Mincha of Shabbos.

2) The Torah isread on Mondays and Thursdays with a minimum of ten verses read.

3) The courts arein session every Monday and Thursday.

4) Washes are made on Thursday to honor Shabbos.

5) Garlic is eaten on Eruv Shabbos.

6) A woman should do her baking early in the morning in order to have ready made
food to give to the beggars

7) A woman should wear undergarments.

8) A woman should wash and comb her hair before using the mikveh

9) Traveling spice and perfume dealers have the right to sell their wares even though
they may be infringing on local merchants

10)  Thestudy of Torahislimited to those who have gone to the mikveh and do not
have."\p Igh¢aLio)

Bava Kama 82a
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And all the people gathered themsel ves together as one man into the street that was
before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezrathe scribe to bring the book of the law of
Moses, which the L-rd had commanded to Israel...And Ezra opened the book in the sight
of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) and when he opened it, al the people
stood up: And Ezrablessed the Lord, the great G-d. And al the people answered, Amen,
Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the L-rd
with their faces to the ground...So they read in the book, in the law of G-d, distinctly, and
gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. Nechemia 8:1, 5, 6, 8
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VI.  TheMen of the Great Assembly
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Then stood up upon the stairs, of the Levites, Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah,
Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani, and cried with aloud voice unto the L-rd their G-d.
Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah,
Shebaniah, and Pethatiah, said, Stand up and bless the L-rd your G-d for ever and ever:
and let them bless thy glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise.
Nechemia 9:4,5
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"And they cried with aloud voice unto the L-rd their G-d." What did they say? Woe,
Woe. That desire (to worship idols) is responsible for destroying the Bais Hamikdash,
burning down the Sanctuary, killing al the righteous, exiling the Jews from their land,
and is still carousing among us. Y ou only gave us this desire (for idolatry) in order that
we should receive reward (for resisting it). We want neither this desire nor its reward. A
note fell from Heaven with the word "truth". Rav Chanina said: We hear from this that
the seal of Hashem is "truth". They sat fasting for three days and three nights. This desire
was given over to them (the men of the Great Assembly). The form of asmall lion of fire
went out from the holy of holies. A prophet (Zachariah) told them that apparition was the
source of desire for idolatry. Y oma 69b
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And now our G-d, the Great, the Mighty, the Awesome . . . Nechemia 9:32
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Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Levi said: Why were they called "the men of the Great Assembly"
because they returned the crown to its former glory. Moshe said "The G-d, the Great, the
Mighty, the Awesome (Devorim 10:17). Y ermiah said: "Gentiles are dancing in the
Sanctuary. Where is his awesomeness?' He did not describe Hashem as Awesome
(Jeremiah 32:18). Daniel said: "Gentiles are subjegating His children. Whereis his
might?' He did not describe Hashen as Mighty. The men of the Great Assembly came
and said: "On the contrary. Thisis his might. He controls His desire and is patient with
the evil doers. Thisis hisawesomeness. If it wouldn't be for the sense of Awe that
Hashem conveys, how isit possible for one nation to survive in the midst of the nations.
Yoma 69b
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The men of the Great Assembly established for the Jewish People the standard version of
Benedictions, Prayers, Kiddush, and Havdalah. Berochos 33a
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One hundred and twenty elders, amongst them many Prophets, established the Eighteen
Blessing in their proper order. Megilla 17b



