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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What wasthefirst of the ten tests of Abraham?

2. What difficulties did Abraham face when he left Haran and
went to the land of Canaan?

3. Why did the four kings take Lot captive?

4.  Since G-disomniscient and already knows the future, what was
the necessity of having Him test Avraham to see whether he was
truly G-d fearing?

5.  Explain how the sounding of the ram’s horn on Rosh Hashanais
related to the test of the Akeida.

This and much more will be addressed in the fifth lecture of this series:
"The Ten Tests of Abraham" .

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the memory of and Li-ilui Nishmas
77y RaAR PRMY N2 1w Mrs. Sara Kirzner of blessed memory.
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THE TEN TESTS OF ABRAHAM

l. The Ten Tests
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Our forefather Avraham was tested with ten trials, and he withstood them all - to show the
degree of our forefather Avraham’s endearment to G-d. Avos 5:3
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Our forefather Avraham: For we merit and receive benefit due to the merit [Avraham]
received by withstanding all of the trials. For that reason, the tanna (author of the Mishna)
referred to him here, [and not when Avraham was first mentioned], as being our forefather. This
seems to me to be the correct explanation. And he withstood all of the them: For he did not
harbor second thoughts about G-d’s attributes. Commentary by R. Yom Tov Lipmann Heller
in hisTosfos Yom Tov on Avos5:3
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Our forefather Avraham was tested with ten trials and was found perfect in al of them. These are
the tests: Two in “lech lecha” (one the leaving of his homeland and the other experiencing a
famine immediately after arriving there), two with his children (i.e. the sending away of
Yishmael and Akedas (the binding of) Yitzchak), two with his wives (Sarah was taken by the
king and Hagar was sent away), one with the [war] of the kings, one with [the covenant and
vision of] Bein HaBesarim (where he was told that his descendants would be endlaved and
tormented), one with Ur Kasdim (where he was willing to give up hislife al kiddush Hashem - to
sanctify G-d’s name), and one at the Bris Milah (covenant of the circumcision). Why so many
tests? So that when our forefather Avraham receives his reward, all of the nations of the world
(al of the angels) should say: Avraham is more worthy of receiving reward than all of us
together, more than anyone [who ever existed]. Regarding him is it stated (Ecclesiastes 9:7), “Go
eat your bread with joy and drink your wine with a glad heart.” Avos D’Rabbi Nassan
Chapter 33
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As for G-d, His way is perfect; [the word of the L-rd istried; He is a shield for all those
who trust in Him]. (Samuel 11 22:31) Thisverseis referring to our forefather Avraham, for the
Holy One, blessed be He, saw that he pulled himself after Him and, therefore, chose him. He said
to him, | am the Al-mighty G-d, walk before Me and be perfect. (Gen. 17:1) The word of the
L-rd istried (Samuel Il 22:31): For G-d tried him through ten trials. They are the following:
One was with the fiery furnace, asit says (Gen. 15:7), “I am the L-rd who took you out from Ur
Kasdim.” Another was (Gen. 12:1), “Leave your country etc.” Two involved Sarah [being
forcibly taken] by Pharaoh and Avimelech. That makes four. [Another was regarding] Hagar, the
Egyptian [maidservant], [whom he was told,] “Please have relations with my maidservant.” That
makes five. [Another was regarding] Yishmael, [when he was told,] “Cast out this slave and her
son.” That makes six. [Another involved the war with] the kings, as it says (Gen. 14:14), “He
armed his trained servants.” That makes seven. [Another was] with regard to the [mitzvah] of
circumcision, as it says (Gen. 17:10), “Every male child among you shall be circumcised.” That
makes eight. [Another] was with regards to the [Covenant] Between the Pieces, where he was
shown the four kingdoms that [were destined to] enslave his children. That makes nine. [And
finally,] the Akeida Shel Yitzchak, [the binding of Yitzchak], as it says (Gen. 22:2), “Please take
your only son etc.” That makes ten. And he accepted them with fear and love and stood up like a
warrior. What is his rewvard? He is a shield for all those who trust in Him (Samuel |1 22:31),
asit says (Gen. 15:1), “1 will shield you.” The nations of the world ask, “Why was the Holy One,
blessed be He, especially fond of Avraham and saved him from the fiery furnace, and delivered
him from the kings and their multitudes, and from all of the troubles that he experienced?’ The
Holy One, blessed be He, said to them, “Behold | am going to (sacrifice and) show you that even
if I tell him to take and sacrifice his son for My sake, he will listen to Me. That is the reason that
| protect him.” He is a shield for all those who seek shelter with Him: And in the future, his
children will make the benediction in their prayers, “Baruch Ata Hashem Magen Avraham.”
(Blessed are you Hashem, the shield of Abraham). Midrash Tehilim Psalm 18
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Our forefather Avraham was tested with ten trials, and withstood them all. The first trial
occurred when Avraham was born. All the leaders and sorcerers of the kingdom wished to [have
him] killed and he [was forced to] hide in [his brother] Haran's house for thirteen years, [in a
closed area where he saw neither] the sun nor the moon. After thirteen years, he left Haran's
house and [was able to] speak in the Holy Tongue. He was disgusted with the [so called] gods,
he despised the idols, and he [only put his] trust in the name of his Creator. [His motto was,]
“Fortunate is man who trustsin You.” His second trial was that he was imprisoned for ten years,
three (seven) in Cutha and three (seven) in Bel Dori. After ten years they sent for him and
brought him before [Nimrod] who threw him into a fiery furnace. The King of Glory stretched
out His right hand and saved him from the fiery furnace, asit says (Genesis 15:7), “I am the L-rd
who brought you out of Ur Kasdim.” The third trial was his moving away from the house of his
father and the land of his birth where He brought him to Haran, where his father Terah and his
mother Athadai died. (compare Bava Basra 91a where the name of his mother is given as
“Amathlai the daughter of Karnebo”) Moving is the most difficult thing for a person to do. What
is the source regarding [the trial of] his moving? (Genesis 12:1), “And G-d said to Avram,
“Leave . . .” The [following was] the fourth tria: From the day that heaven and earth were
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created until the time of Avraham, the Holy One, blessed be He, had never brought about a
famine. [It first] occurred at the time of Avraham and only affected the land of Canaan. This was
in order to test him and to bring him down to Egypt, as it says (Gen. 12:10), “And there was a
faminein the land; and Abram went down to Egypt.” The fifth trial wasthat Sarah, his wife, was
taken to be the wife of Pharaoh. Does there exist a man [on earth] who would see his wife taken
by another man and wouldn’t tear his clothing [out of grief]? [Pharaoh,] however, didn't come
close to her. And what is the source that Sarah was taken by Pharaoh to be his wife? (Gen.
12:15), “The princes of Pharaoh [also] saw her, and praised her to Pharaoh; [and the woman was
taken to Pharaoh’s palace].” Rabbi Yehoshua ben Karcha said: The night that our Matriarch
Sarah was taken, was the night of the [future] holiday of Passover (Pesach). The Holy One,
blessed be He, brought on Pharaoh and his household tremendous plagues, as away of informing
us that He would smite the people of hisland in the future, as it says (Gen. 12:17), “And the L-rd
plagued Pharaoh [and his house] with great plagues [because of Sarai, Abram’'s wife].” In
[regards to] Egypt it iswritten (Exodus 11:1), “And the L-rd said to Moses, Yet will | bring one
more plague upon Pharaoh, [and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go from here; when he
shall let you go, he shall certainly thrust you out from here altogether].” Were they plagues [in
the sense of leprosy which is referred to as “nega’]? Behold the oldest of Egypt were smitten?
But the makos (literally heavy blows or afflictions) are compared to negaim (plagues - generally
referring to leprosy). For that reason it says (Gen. 12:17), “And the L-rd plagued Pharaoh . . .”
Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Karcha said: Sarah was the wife of Pharaoh. Out of his love for her he
wrote in her marriage document all of his wealth in the form of silver, gold, slaves, and land and
wrote that she be given the land of Goshen as a permanent possession. That is why the children
of Israel settled in the land of Goshen, the land of their Matriarch Sarah. He [also] wrote in [the
marriage document] that she have Hagar, his daughter from his concubine, as a slavewoman.
What is the source that Hagar was the daughter of Pharaoh and his concubine? (Gen. 16:1),
“Now Sarai Abram’s wife bore him no children; and she had a maid servant, an Egyptian, whose
name was Hagar.” Pharaoh woke up in the morning in afright, for he had not gotten close to her,
and sent for Avram. He told him, “Here is your wife. Now take her back and [all that was written
into] the marriage document (kesuba). Don’'t stay in this land [any longer], as it says (Gen.
12:19), “. . . behold your wife, take her, and go your way.” And Pharaoh commanded his men to
escort Avraham to come to the land of Canaan. [Later,] he dwelt in the land of the Philistines
with the sole intention of resting up there and continuing on his way. But everything is revealed
before the Holy One, blessed be He. Avimelech sent for Sarah. He thought to have sons through
her, as it says (Gen. 20:2), “Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah.” [Thereupon]
Avimelech and all the females of his household became sterile, from those closest to Avimelech
to the eggs of lice, asit says (Gen. 20:18), “For the L-rd had fast closed up al the wombs [of the
house of Abimelech, because of Sarah Abraham’s wife].” Michael, the [arch]angel, came down
and drew his sword upon him. Avimelech said to him, “Is this true jurisprudence or a true
judgement to kill me before | had any relations with her? L-rd, will you slay also a righteous
nation?’ He told him, “Return this married woman, for he is a prophet.” Rabbi Y ehoshua ben
Karcha said to Rabbi Tarphon, “Everything that Avimelech gave to Avraham was because of
Sarah, as it says (Gen. 20:14), “And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and
women servants, and gave them to Abraham, [and returned to him Sarah his wife].” Avraham
then got up and prayed before the Holy One, blessed be he, and said, “Master of the Universe,
You created the world in order that they be fruitful and multiply. May Avimelech and al the
females of his household become fruitful and multiply.” And the Holy One, blessed be He,
accepted his prayers, as it says (Gen. 20:17), “And Abraham prayed to G-d; and G-d heded
Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and they bore children.” Midrash Pirkei
d’Rabbi Eliezer Chap. 26
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The sixth trial was when the kings came against him in order to kill him. They said, “Let’s first
start with his brother’s son and afterwards with him.” It was because of Lot that they took all of
the possessions of Sodom and Gemorrah, as it says (Gen. 14:12), “And they took Lot, Abram’s
brother’s son, who lived in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.” Michael, [the archangel]
related the events to Avraham, as it says (Gen. 14:13), “And there came one who had escaped,
and told Abram the Hebrew.” [Michael] has been a bearer of news from time immemorial, as it
says (Ecclesiastes 10:20), “ Curse not the king, not even in your thought; and curse not the rich in
your bed chamber; for a bird of the sky shall carry the voice, and that which has wings shall tell
the matter.” Why is he referred to as “the one who had escaped”? For when the Holy One,
blessed be He, brought down Samael and his daughter from His place of sanctity, from Heaven,
[Samael] grabbed on to the wing of Michael to bring him down together with him, but the Holy
One, blessed be He, let him escape from his power. That is why [Michagel] is caled, “the one
who had escaped.” Regarding him did Y echezkel, [the prophet,] say (Ezekid 33:21), “[And it
came to pass in the twelfth year of our exile, in the tenth month, in the fifth day of the month,]
that one who had escaped from Jerusalem came to me, saying: The city has falen.” Avraham got
up early in the morning and took with him his three disciples, Aner, Eshkol, and Mamre, and
Eliezer, his servant, with them, and pursued them [in two stages. The first stage was until [he
reached] Dan, as it says (Gen. 14:14), “. . . and pursued them to Dan.” It was there that the
tzaddik tarried, for he was told there, “Y ou should know that in this place some of your progeny
will worship avoda zara (foreign worship), as it says (Kings | 12:28-29), “And the king took
counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said to them, It is too much for you to go up to
Jerusalem; behold your gods (angdls), O Israel, which brought you out of the land of Egypt. And
he set one in Beth-El, and the other he placed in Dan.” He left his three disciples there and took
his servant, Eliezer, whose name has the numerical equivalent of 318 and he pursued them up
until the left (north) of Damascus, as it says (Gen. 14:15), “[And he divided himself against
them, he and his servants, by night, and defeated them,] pursued them to Hobah, which is on the
left side of Damascus.” Shmuel Hakatan said: The phrase, “And he divided . . . [the] night,”
[hintsto the fact that] they left Egypt at the night in which He smote the first born of Egypt. That
was the same night in which Avraham smote the kings together with their armies, as it says
(Ibid.), “And he divided himself against them, he and his servants.” Hillel, the elder, said:
Avraham took all of the property of Sodom and Gemorrah and the property of Lot, his brother’s
son, and completely returned everything. Not even one man was missing, as it says (Gen. 14:16),
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“And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and
the women also, and the people.” Rabbi Meir said: Avraham was the first to tithe. He took a
tenth of all that he returned of the possession of Sodom and Gemorrah and a tenth of the entire
possessions of Lot, his brother's son, and gave it to Shem, the son of Noah, as it says (Gen.
14:20), “ And he gave him a tenth of all.” Shem went out to greet him and saw al that he had
done and all of the possession which he returned and was amazed. He started to praise, glorify,
and laud the G-d on High. He said, “Blessed be G-d the Most High, who has delivered your
enemies into your hand.” Avraham arose and prayed before the Holy One, blessed be He, and
said, “Master of the Universe, | didn’t accomplish all of this with the power of my [left] hand nor
the power of my right hand, rather with the power of Your right hand which shields me in this
world and the next, asit says (Psalms 3:4), “But, O L-rd, you are a shield for me [which refersto
this world]; my glory, and the lifter up of my head [which refers to the next world].” The higher
[powers] replied [to his prayers] and said, “The shield of Avraham.” The seventh trial was
related to the following prophecy (Gen. 15:1): “After these things the word of the L-rd came to
Abram in avision, saying, [ Fear not, Abram; | am your shield, and your reward will be great.’]”
[G-d] revealed himself to all of the prophets in a chazon (vision). To Avraham he revealed
Himself in a mareh [appearance] and chazon [vision]. [He revealed Himself] in a mareh, as it
says (Gen. 18:1), “And the L-rd appeared [vayera] to him in the plains of Mamre . . .” [He
revealed Himself] in a chazon, as it says (Gen. 15:1), “After these things the word of the L-rd
came to Abram in avision, saying . . .” The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Avraham, “You
should know that My right hand will protect you wherever you go, like a shield against
punishment, and | will give a goodly reward to you and your children in this world and the next,”
as it says (Gen. 15:1), “. . . your reward will be great.” Rabbi said: The Holy One, blessed be
He, took him outside, on the night of the holiday of Passover (Pesach). He said to Avraham, “Do
you have the power to count all of the hosts of the heaven?’ He said before Him, “Master of the
Universe, “Is there a finite number of Your armies?’ He replied, “Because of their abundance,
your seed will not be countable,” as it says, “So shall your seed be.” Rabbi Eliezer said: The
Holy One, blessed be He, showed our forefather Avraham four kingdoms as they ruled and in
their destruction, as it says (Gen. 15:9), “Bring me a three year old heifer,” which refers to the
kingdom that threshed like a calf, “and athree year old female goat,” which refers to Greece, as
it says (Daniel 8:8), “Then the male goat grew very great,” “and a three year old ram,” which
refers to Media and Persia, asit says (Daniel 8:6), “And it came to the ram that had two horns,”
“and a turtledove (tor),” which refers to the children of Yishmael. We find in Aramaic that tor
means an oX. No land can be resistant when ateam of male and female oxen open up and arrange
[into furrows] al of the deep ground. This is what is referred to in Scripture (Daniel 7:23) as,
“The fourth beast [shall be a fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be different from all
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall trample it down, and break it in pieces).
“And a young pigeon,” (Gen. 15:9) is referring to Isragl which is compared to a pigeon (dove),
as it says (Song of Songs 2:14), “O my dove, in the clefts of therock . . .” “. .. for your voiceis
sweet,” (ibid.) refersto prayer. “. . . and your countenance is comely,” is referring to their good
deeds. “And a young pigeon,” (Gen. 15:9) is referring to Isragl which is compared to a pigeon
(dove), asit says (Song of Songs 5:2), “. . . my dove, my perfect one.” Rabbi Acha ben Y aakov
said: The expression, “mishuleshes’ is referring to those who possess strength, as it says
(Ecclesiates 4:12), “. . . a threefold cord is not quickly broken.” Rabbi Miasha said: The
expression meshulash means that they should be meshulashim i.e. they are in triplicate, for they
will rule over Eretz Yisrad three times. The first time each one will rule by themselves. The
second time they will rule in pairs. The third time they will rule over the land in unity in order to
wage war against the house of David, as it says (Psams 2:2), “The kings of the earth set
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, . . .” Rabbi Yehoshua said: Avraham took his
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sword and split them in two, as it says (Gen. 15:10), “And he took to him all these, and divided
them in the midst . . .” If he hadn’t divided them, the world wouldn’t have been able to survive.
But because he divided them, their power was weakened and he put each half opposite the other,
asit says (ibid.) “. . . and laid each half against the other . . .” But he left alive the turtle dove
and pigeon, as it says (ibid.), “. . . but the birds divided he not.” From here one can infer that he
didn't have any other dove except the ben yona, alone, [i.e. turtle dove and pigeon are
synonymous, in contradistinction of the statement of R. Eliezer who learns that there were two
distinct birds, one symbolizing Yishmael and the other symbolizing Israel]. And the bird of prey
swooped down upon them to scatter them and destroy them. This is referring to the descendant
of David, the son of Yishai, who is compared to a bird of prey, as it says, (Jeremiah 12:9), “My
heritage is to me a speckled bird of prey, . ..” When the sun came out from the east, [Avraham|
was sitting and waving them away with his head-scarf, so that the bird of prey not take hold of
them until [the time that] the raven comes. Rabbi Elazar ben Azraia said: From here one can
infer that the four kingdoms will only dominate for a period of day, which is measured as a day
of the Holy One, blessed be He, [which is a thousand years]. Rabbi Elazar ben Arach said to
him, “Your words are certainly correct, as it says (Lamentations 1:13), “. . . he has made me
desolate and faint all day long.” This is with the exception of two thirds of an hour. The proof
that it is so is by the fact that when the sun is inclined towards the west, two thirds [of an hour
before sunset,] its light becomes dim without brightness. Similarly, before the raven comes, the
light of Israel will rgjoice, as it says (Zechariah 14:7), “But it shall be one day which shall be
known to the L-rd, not day, nor night; but it shall come to pass, that at evening time there shall
be light.” Avraham got up and prayed before the Holy One, blessed be He, in order that they not
subjugate his children during the period of these four kingdoms, and a deep sleep fell upon him
and he became unconscious, as it says (Gen. 15:12), “. . . adeep sleep fell upon Abram.” Is there
a person who can sit and sleep and is [yet] able to pray? But rather this teaches you that Avram
layed down and dlept as a result of the prayers, in order that they (his progeny) [not] be
subjugated by these four kingdoms, as it says (ibid.), “. .. and, lo, afear of great darkness fell
upon him.” “Fear” is referring to Edom, as it says [describing the fourth creature, which is Edom
- Rome] (Danidl 7:7), “. . . behold afourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and exceedingly strong . .
" “Darkness’ is referring to Greece who darkened the eyes of Israel from [performing] mitzvas
(commandments) and [studying] Torah. “Great” is referring to the kingdom of Persia and Media
who grew great (i.e. overstepped their bounds) to sell Isragl for nought. “Fell” is referring to the
kingdom of Babylon in whose hands Israel fell. “Upon him” is referring to Yishmael, upon
which the son of David will sprout, as it says (Psalms 132:18), “His enemies | will clothe with
shame; but upon himself his crown shall flourish.” Rabbi Zeira said: These kingdoms were only
created to provide wood for the fire of Gehinnom, asit says (Gen. 15:17), “. . . behold a smoking
furnace, and a burning torch that passed between those pieces.” The term “furnace’ is referring
to Gehinnom which is compared to a furnace, as it says (Isaiah 31:9), “. . . said the L-rd, whose
fireisin Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.” Midrash Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer Chapter 27
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The eighth trial was when Avram was ninety nine years old and the Holy One, blessed be He,
said to him, “Until now you were not perfect (i.e. unblemished). Circumcise the flesh of your
foreskin and walk before Me and become perfect (i.e. unblemished).” For the foreskin is the
most impure (tamel) of all impurities, as it says (Isaiah 52:1), “. . . from now on there shall no
more come to you the uncircumcised and the unclean.” For the foreskin is the greatest of all
blemishes. “Circumcise your foreskin and you shall become perfect.” Rabban Gamliel said:
Avraham sent for Shem, the son of Noah and he circumcised the foreskin of Yishmael, his son,
as it says (Genesis 17:26), “In the same day (b’ etzem hayom hazeh) was Abraham circumcised,
and Ishmael his son.” The phrase, b’ etzem hayom hazeh, implies that it was [done] while the sun
was in its full strength, at midday. In addition, the phrase also implies that the circumcision took
place on the tenth of the month [of Tishrel] on Yom Kippur, [as the phrase appears in the
following section of Yom Kippur (Lev. 23:28),] “And you shall do no work in that same day
(b’ etzem hayom hazeh); [for it is a day of atonement],” as well asin our section (Genesis 17:26),
“In the same day (b’ etzem hayom hazeh) was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son.” You
should know that the day that was set aside for atonement (Y om Kippur) was the day that our
forefather Avraham was circumcised. And every year, the Holy One, blessed be He, envisions
the blood of the circumcision of our forefather Avraham, and He atones for the sins of Israel, as
it says (Lev. 16:30), “For on that day (hayom hazeh) shall the priest make an atonement for you,
to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all your sins before the L-rd.” And on that same place
where Avraham was circumcised and where the blood remained, was the altar built. For that
reason does it say (Lev. 4:25), “[And the priest shall take of the blood there with his finger, and
put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering,] and shall pour out all the blood there at the
bottom of the altar.” And it says (Ezekiel 16:6), “[And when | passed by you, and saw you
weltering in your own blood, | said to you when you were in your blood, Live! Yes] | said to
you when you were in your blood, Live!” Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa said: All those who become
circumcised suffer pain on the third day, as it says (Gen. 34:25), “And it came to pass on the
third day, when they were suffering pain, [that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi,
Dinah's brothers, took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and dew al the
males].” [Therefore] one is alowed to wash a child on the third day of his circumcision, [even]
on Shabbos and all of the needs of the circumcision one is allowed to perform on Shabbos. [In
addition, there is a prohibition (Exodus 12:48),] “. . . no uncircumcised person shall eat of [the
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korban Pesach - the Pascha lamb]”. Nor is someone who is uncircumcised allowed to touch
kodesh - the sacrificial food. One who separates himself from circumcision is tantamount to
separating oneself from the Holy One, blessed be He. Rabbi Gamliel, the son of Rabbi Y ehudah
HaNas (the prince), said: After the third day of his circumcision, Avraham had terrible pain.
Thiswas in order to test him. What did the Holy One, blessed be He, do? He opened a hole from
Gehinnom and heated the world up to such a degree that it was similar to the heat that is in store
for the evil [on the Day of Judgement]. [Despite all of this, Avraham] went out and sat at the
opening of histent, braving the heat, asit says (Gen. 18:1), “. . . and he sat in the tent door in the
heat of the day.” The Holy One, blessed be He, said to the ministering angels, “ Come and see the
power of circumcision! Before Avraham was circumcised, he would [first] fall upon his face and
afterwards | would speak to him. Now, after he is circumcised, he sits and | stand [before him].”
What is the source that Avraham sat? For it says (Gen. 18:2), “And he lifted up his eyes and
looked, and, lo, three men stood by (over) him (nitzavim alav).” . . . Rabbi said: Our forefather
Avraham didn’t hesitate from fulfilling all that he was commanded, asit says (Gen. 17:12), “And
he who is eight days old [shall be circumcised among you, every male child in your
generations].” On the eighth day, after Yitzchak was born, he brought him to be circumcised, as
it says (Gen. 21:4), “And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, [as G-d had
commanded him]”. From here (see above regarding the expression “b’etzem hayom hazeh”
which is common to both bris milah (circumcision) and to the service of the Kohen Gadol (High
Priest) on Yom Kippur) - one can infer that he who brings his son to be circumcised it isasif he
were the Kohen Gadol - the High Priest, bringing his flour offering and libation upon the atar.

Based upon [these events,] the Sages said that a person is required to make a joyous banguet on
the day that he merits to circumcise his son, just as Avraham circumcised his son, as it says
(Genesis 21:4,8), “And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as G-d had
commanded him. . . . And the child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast the
same day that Yitzchak was weaned.” (higomel - hai gimel = 5+3 = 8) . . . Midrash Pirkei
d’'Rabbi Eliezer Chapter 28
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The ninth trial [centered around the following:] Yishmael was born with a [predilection to use @]
bow and grew up [using] a bow, as it says (Genesis 21:20), “And G-d was with the lad; and he
grew, and lived in the wilderness, and became an archer.” [As a child,] he would take a bow and
arrows and shoot them at targets (lit. corners). [One day,] he saw Yitzchak sitting alone and he
[@imed and] shot an arrow to kill him. Sarah witnessed this and told Avraham. She told him,
“Yishmael did thisand thisto Yitzchak. Get up and write over to Yitzchak al that the Holy One,
blessed be He, swore unto you and your seed, for the son of this maidservant will not inherit
together with my son, with Yitzchak.” [This is based on the verse (Gen. 21:10):] And she said to
Avraham, “Cast out this slave and her son; for the son of this slave shall not be heir with my son,
with Yitzchak.” Y ehudah ben Taima said: Sarah said to Avraham, write a divorce document to
this maidservant and send her away from me and my son Yitzchak, from this world and from the
next. Of al the evils that came upon Avraham, in his eyes, this was the very worst. Rabbi
Y ehudah said: The Holy One, blessed be He, revealed Himself to him and said to him: Avraham,
don't you know that from the very womb of her mother, Sarah was the woman destined to be
your wife. She is your friend and the woman of your covenant. Sarah is not called a maidservant
but rather [she is referred to as,] “your wife.” Hagar is not called, “your wife,” but rather, “your
maidservant.” All that Sarah said, she related in all truth. “Let it not be grievous in your sight.”
(Gen. 21:12) Avraham got up early in the morning and wrote a divorce document and gave it to
Hagar and sent her and her son away from him and from Yitzchak his son, from this world and
from the next, as it says (Gen. 21:14), “And Abraham rose up early in the morning [and took
bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and
sent her away; and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beershebal.” And he sent her
out with a divorce document and took a garment and tied it to her loins so that it trail her so that
it be known that she is a maidservant. Not only that, but our forefather Avraham stood up to see
Yishmael his son and to see the road upon which they are going. In the merit of Avraham, no
water was missing from the canteen. But as soon as she arrived at the beginning of the desert,
she began to lose her direction as she wandered after the idolatry of her father's house.
Immediately the water in the canteen became deficient and she wandered etc. Yishmael was
seventeen years old when he left his father’s house. . . . Yishmagl’s spirit was exhausted because
of the thirst and he threw himself under one of the thistles of the desert to seek shelter. And he
said: The G-d of my father Avraham, the source of water is at your disposable. Take my spirit
from me, and let me not die of thirst. G-d listened to his prayers, as it says (Gen. 21:17), “. . . for
G-d has heard the voice of the lad where heis.” At that moment, the spring that was created in
the original six days of creation, opened up for them. They went and drank and filled the canteen
with water, as it says (Gen. 21:19), “And G-d opened her eyes, [and she saw awell of water; and
she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad to drink].” They then left the well and
traveled through the entire desert until they reached the Paran desert where they found a spring
(an oasis) and they dwelt there, asit says (Gen. 21:21), “And he lived in the wilderness of Paran;
[and his mother took for him awife from the land of Egypt].” 1bid. Chapter 29
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Il. The Akeida, the Ultimate Test
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And it came to pass after these things, that G-d tested Abraham, and said to him, Abraham; and
he said, Behold, here | am. And He said, Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the
mountains which | will tell you. Genesis 22:1-2
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And it cameto pass after these things, [that G-d tested Abraham]: Thisisreferring to all of
the things which were related in regards to Avraham, for al of them were tests. There is a
distinction between [the term] nisayon - trial, and [the term] bechinah - examination. An
examination (bechinah) is used to test whether something contains what it is naturally supposed
to. For instance, one would examine (bochain) gold to test it whether it was [pure] gold or an
alloy. One would make a trial [nisayon], [however], to test whether something has a certain
unknown natural quality; for instance, to test whether gold has the property of magnetism.
Similarly, for a person, an examination (bechinah) would be to test whether the person has the
kind of relationship with G-d, which would be proper and expected from most people. A tria
(nisayon) would be to test whether the person would remain steadfast in his righteousness in
areas which are above that which is normally expected of flesh and blood. There is no definite
limit of trials. Avraham was tested on ten occasions, each one more difficult than the preceding
one, as it says in the Midrash (See Beraishis Rabbah 55:1), “You have given a banner (neis) to
those who fear you, [that it may be displayed because of the truth].” [By the use of the same
word for banner and for trial you are essentially saying:] Trial after trial [is the equivalent of]
banner after banner. He was tried in order to raise him high like the mast of a ship. According to
this explanation, one can understand this sentence to read: “And it came to pass after these
things, after G-d had tested Abraham with nine tests that G-d said to him, [ Abraham’].” This
last trial [tested Avraham in an area] which is above and beyond normative human behavior. [Or
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alternately] one could say that the words, “G-d tested Abraham.” simply refers to this last test
alone, as the commandment [given to him] was never meant to be fulfilled and was only a test.
For after that which happened previous to this, where Avraham rose through his trials one level
after the next, He came to test him with the greatest of all trials, for with this it became evident
the magnitude of Avraham'’s superhuman fear and love that he harbored for G-d. Malbim ibid.
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Behold, a test (nisayon) can [alternately be] for the purpose of [informing] the tester, for the
benefit of the one who is being tested, or for fulfilling the needs of those viewing the test. In this
instance it was for al three, as [is evident from] the Midrash [which] gives three [different]
analogies [for this test]. The first analogy is that of a flax merchant who knows that he has
superior flax. He pounds on his flax, which is for the benefit of the tested, in order to improve
and correct it. The second analogy is to an ox of superior strength. The [owner] puts a [heavy]
yoke upon the animal for the benefit of the owner and the fulfillment of his task [in order to test
the limits of the animal’s ability]. The third analogy is to one whose [earthenware] jars are of
fine quality. He bangs on them for the benefit of the buyers and onlookers in order for them to
see that the merchandise is of good quality. The question which [some have] pondered, “If the
purpose of a trial (nisayon) is for the one who is conducting the trial, since G-d knows
everything; why did He need to make this trial?’ is not [really] a question. Regarding this did
[King] David write (Psalms 139:1), “[O L-rd,] You have searched me, and known me.” In other
words, You know man through two types of knowledge, which, according to man’s [limited]
grasp, are mutually exclusive. Nonetheless you possess these two [forms of knowledge]. Oneis a
prior knowledge, for G-d knows the future with absolute knowledge. Regarding this does it say
(ibid.) “. . . [You] know me.” The second is [based upon the fact] that despite this [prior
knowledge] a person is free to act. Regarding this [second aspect does it say,] “You have
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searched me” now to know what | have chosen through my free will. Even though Y ou aready
are aware of [al of] thisthrough Y our prior knowledge, [remarkably this knowledge still] allows
the possibility of free choice, [a paradox] which is beyond the grasp of human intellect. [In
addition,] we find that Scripture [in other places] expresses itself in terms that would indicate
that [G-d] receives new knowledge. This is a matter which is bound up with the question of
G-d's [prior] knowledge and free will, for we have a well established principle (Avos 3:15) that
everything is seen [by G-d] but [man is given] discretion [to choose between good and evil]. We
have no knowledge regarding [the nature of G-d’s] knowledge, just as we have no knowledge
regarding [G-d’s] essence, for His knowledge is His very essence. Scripture speaks in terms of
our understanding, for we can only think of His knowledge in relationship to our own
knowledge. [For instance it is written] (Genesis 22:12), “For now | know that you are G-d
fearing;” (Gen. 18:21), “. . . and if not, | will know;” (Exodus 2:25), “And G-d looked upon the
people of Israel, and G-d apprehended.” For Scripture explains the matter in a way that is
understandable to humans (lit. the ear can discern), [as if to say that] man is free [to choose] and,
at the moment he chooses, [G-d] gains new knowledge. The Kabbalists say that G-d’s prior
knowledge is only in the En Sof (Infinite) which does not contain within itself din (judgement),
rachamim (compassion), or any other attribute. However from that which comes about from
G-d's emanations (netzalim), which are the Divine attributes, which is the source of din
(judgement) and reward and punishment, there is no prior knowledge and [on that level], the
expression (Genesis 22:12), “For now | know that you are G-d fearing;” is correct and proper.
The knowledge that is contained in the En Sof, however, is beyond the limits of [human] reason
and there is no mention of [the En Sof] in Tanach (the Hebrew Bible). The Divine attributes and
Providence, which are the subjects of Scripture, act in accordance with the knowledge with
which we are familiar. Regarding this did the Midrash state: “For now | know,” [actually means]
“1 am making known”. In other words, according to the knowledge with which | inform the
world and not according to the knowledge that is present in the En Sof. It will be further
elucidated how this test was [also] for the purpose of the one being tested [as well as for] the
onlookers. Commentary of Malbim ibid.
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Regarding Avraham, there was no other purpose in this act [of the akeida] except for being a
test. It was done for the benefit of the tester, as | wrote in the first verse [of this chapter], and
also for the benefit of the one being tested, for there is a difference between perfection which
only exists as a potential and the perfection which is actually achieved and becomes an integral
part of the spirit, and likewise for the benefit of the viewers, so that they would redlize the
heights reached through prophecy and its truth. For if Avraham had harbored any doubts
regarding the truth of prophecy, he wouldn’t have committed such an act. In addition, the truth
regarding the belief in the survival of the soul [after death] became clear to the entire world,
Avraham would have never performed such an act unless he was fully convinced that the life of
the body is considered utterly insignificant in comparison to eternd life, as R. Yitzchak
Abrabanel writes at length. Commentary of Malbim to Genesis 22:9
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The tenth test [is described in the Torah in the following manner:] “And it came to pass after
these things, that G-d tested Abraham . . .” In other words, He tested him time and time again to
know what was in his heart and whether he would be able to arise and observe the
commandments of the Torah or not. In addition, the Torah was given in order that Avraham
observe its commandments, as it says (Genesis 26:5), “Because Abraham obeyed my voice, [and
kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws|.” [Immediately prior to this,]
Yishmael had left the wilderness to visit our forefather Avraham. Rabbi Y ehudah said: That very
night, the Holy One, blessed be He, appeared to him and said, “Avraham, take your son . . .”
Avraham took pity on Yitzchak and said before Him, “Master of the Universe, which son are
you referring to, the uncircumcized son or the circumcized one?’ He replied, “Your only son.”
[Avraham responded,] “This one is the only son of his mother and the other one is the only son
of his mother.” He [then] said, “The son which you love.” [Avraham] answered, “I love both of
them.” He [then] told him, “Yitzchak. And bring him up as a burnt offering.” [Avraham] then
said, “Master of the Universe, which mountain did you tell me?’ He responded, “Wherever you
see My glory standing and waiting for you. There you will say, ‘This is the mountain of
Moriah',” as it says (Genesis 22:2), “. . . upon one of the mountains which | will tell you.”
Avraham arose early in the morning and took Yishamael, Eliezer, and his son Yitzchak and
saddled the donkey. The donkey which Avraham rode was born from the she-donkey that was
created at twilight [before the first Sabbath], as it says (Gen. 22:3), “And Avraham rose up early
in the morning, [and saddled the donkey] . . .” Thisis the same donkey which Moshe rode when
he came to Egypt, asit says (Exodus 4:20), “And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them
upon the donkey, . . .” Thisis the same donkey which the son of David will ride upon, as it says,
(Zechariah 9:9), “[behold, your King comes to you; heisjust, and victorious;] humble and riding
on adonkey. ..

Yitzchak was thirty seven years old when he went to Mount Moriah and Yishmael was fifty
years old. An argument broke out between Yishmael and Eliezer. Yishamael said to Eliezer,
“Now Avraham will bring up his son Yitzchak as a burnt offering and | will [remain] his first
born, the heir of Avraham.” Eliezer replied, “He has aready driven you out like a women who
has been driven out (divorced from) her husband and sent you out to the wilderness. I, however,
am his servant, who has served him day and night. | will inherit Avraham.” The Holy Spirit
answered them, “Neither one will inherit.” On the third day they reached tzofim (lit. the look out
- Mount Scopus). As soon as they reached tzofim he saw the glory of the Divine Presence
standing upon the mountain, as it says (Gen. 22:4), “Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his
eyes, and saw the place [from afar]” What did he see? A column of fire stretching from the earth
till the heavens. Avraham understood that the lad was accepted [by G-d] to be a perfect burnt
offering. He asked Yishmael and Eliezer, “Do you see anything on those mountains?” They
replied, “No.” He [then] viewed them as donkeys. He said, “Since you don’t see anything,
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remain here with the donkey.” “With” (Im or Am) infers a similarity to the donkey. He took the
wood and put it on Yitzchak, his son, and he took the fire and the knife in his hand and they both
walked together. Yitzchak asked his father, “Aba (father), behold the fire and the wood; but
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?’ He replied, “My son, you are the lamb for the burnt
offering,” asit says (Gen. 22:8), “My son, G-d will provide himself alamb for a burnt offering.”
Rabbi Shimon said: With a finger did the Holy One, blessed be He, show our forefather
Avraham the altar and tell him, “This is the altar.” This is the same altar upon which Cain and
Abel sacrificed. Thisisthe atar upon which Noah and his sons sacrificed, as it says (Gen. 22:9),
“. .. Abraham built the altar there. . .” It is not written, “an altar,” but rather “the dtar,” i.e. the
altar upon which those of the earlier generations sacrificed. Yitzchak said to his father, “Father,
bind my two hands and feet lest | [hit] you and desecrate the honor of [my] father. He tied his
two hands and two feet and bound him on top of the atar and bound tight his two arms and two
knees over him. He [then] arranged the fire and the wood and stretched out his hand and took the
knife, and like a High Priest he brought close his meal offering and wine libation.

The Holy One, blessed be He, sat and viewed how the father bound his son with his whole heart
and how the son let himself be bound with his whole heart. The ministering angels cried out and
wept, as it says (Isaiah 33.7), “Behold, their brave ones shall cry outside; the angels
(ambassadors) of peace shall weep bitterly.” The ministering angels said before the Holy One,
blessed be He, “Master of the Universe, who is called “compassionate and gracious’, He who
shows compassion to his handiwork, be compassionate upon Yitzchak, for he is a man, the son
of man, and is bound before You like an animal. Preserve man and beast, as it says (Psams
36:7), ‘Your righteousness is like the great mountains; your judgments are a great deep; O L-rd,
you preserve man and beast.” Rabbi Yehudah said: As soon as the knife reached his neck, the
spirit of Yitzchak left him. As soon as His voice was heard from in between the Cherubs and
said: “Lay not your hand upon the lad,” his spirit returned to his body and Yitzchak stood up on
his feet. Yitzchak then realized that this is the way the dead are destined to arise [in the future].
He opened his mouth in prayer and said, “Blessed is G-d who restores life to the dead.”

Rabbi Zechariah said: The ram, which was created at twilight at the first Sabbath eve, initially
came [on its own] to be in place of Yitzchak. Samael arose to oppose it, in order to stop
Avraham from offering a sacrifice. [As a result,] its two horns became entangled between the
trees, as it says (Gen. 22:13), “And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind
him a ram caught in athicket by hishorns. ..” What did that ram do? It streched out its foreleg
(lit. hand) and grabbed on to the talis (garment) of our forefather Avraham. . . . Avraham looked
out and saw the ram. He went over to it, released it [from its entanglement] and sacrificed it in
place of Yitzchak, his son, as it says (lbid.) “. . . and Abraham went and took the ram, and
offered him up for a burnt offering in place of his son.” Rabbi Berachiah said: The sacrifice of
the ram went up as a sweet savor before the Holy One, blessed be He, as if it were the sweet
savor of Yitzchak. [Asaresult,] He swore to bless him in thisworld and the next asit says, (Gen.
22:16-17), “. . . By myself have | sworn, said the L-rd, for because you have done this thing, and
have not withheld your son, your only son; that in blessing | will bless you, and in multiplying |

will multiply your seed as the stars of the heaven . . .” “That in blessing” is referring to this
world, and “I will bless you” is referring to the next world. ". . . and in multiplying | will

multiply your seed as the stars of the heaven,” is referring to the future. Rabbi Chanania be Dosa
said: Nothing of that ram, which was created at twilight at the first Sabbath eve, went to waste.
The ashes of the ram are firmly placed upon the inner altar. The sinews of the ram became the
ten strings of the harp upon which David played. The skin of the ram became the belt upon the
loins of Eliyahu [the Prophet], of blessed memory, as it says (Kings |l 1:8), “. .. He was a hairy
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man, and with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he said, It is Eliyahu the Tishbite.”
Regarding the horns of the ram, the left one was blown on Mount Sinai, as it says (Joshua 6:5),
“And it shall cometo pass, that when they make along blast with the ram’s horn, and when you
hear the sound of the shofar, .. .” [Thisis the shofar mentioned in Exodus 19:16, “And it came
to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud
upon the mount, and the sound of a shofar exceedingly loud; so that all the people who werein
the camp trembled.] Theright hornislarger than the left, for it is destined to be blown in future,
as it says (Isaiah 27:13), “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great shofar shall be
blown ...” [At that time] (Zechariah 14:9), “And the L-rd shall be king over all the earth; on
that day the L-rd shall be one, and His name one.” Rabbi Yitzchak said: Everything was created
for the sole purpose of prostrating [i.e. submitting onself to G-d]. Avraham only left Mount
Moriah through the merit of prostration, as it says (Genesis 22:5), “[And Abraham said to his
young men, Stay here with the donkey; and | and the lad will go yonder] and prostrate
[ourselves], and come back to you.” The Temple was only built through the merit of prostration,
as it says (Psalms 99:5), “Exalt the L-rd our G-d, and prostrate at His footstool; for He is holy.”
Midrash Pirkel d’Rabbi Eliezer Chapter 30

[1. The Great Promises
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And when Abram was ninety nine years old, the L-rd appeared to Abram, and said to him, | am
the Al-mighty G-d; walk before Me, and be perfect. And | will make my covenant between Me
and you, and will multiply you exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face; and G-d talked with
him, saying, As for Me, behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many
nations. Neither shall your name any more be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham;
for a father of many nations have | made you. And | will make you exceedingly fruitful, and |
will make nations of you, and kings shall come out of you. And | will establish my covenant
between Me and you and your seed after you in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to
be a G-d to you, and to your seed after you. And | will give to you, and to your seed after you,
the land where you are a stranger, al the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and | will
betheir G-d. Genesis17:1-8

B.
2 T DX JI2-DXR n:wn N’?'l 13 9273 DX nva WWN 1¥° 92 M- Sh "I'WDWJ °2 'T?DN"I
YW DX q¥77 W‘T"l a3 nsw by 'TWN 77'1?13'1 apalicgy ’DD'IDD YT DX 'I‘J‘TN 73777 727X 73

MP-T0:25 IPWRA2 P2 AYRY MWK 2PY PIXT i3 5D YD 15930M) PR




Series XII| 19 Lecture #5

And He said, By myself have | sworn, said the L-rd, for because you have done this thing, and
have not withheld your son, your only son; That in blessing | will bless you, and in multiplying |
will multiply your seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore;
and your seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And in your seed shall al the nations of the
earth be blessed; because you have obeyed My voice. Genesis 22:16-18
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And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And
Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines to Gerar. And the L-rd appeared to him, and said,
Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land of which | shall tell you; Sojourn in this land, and |
will be with you, and will bless you; for to you, and to your seed, | will give all these countries,
and | will perform the oath which | swore to Abraham your father; And | will make your seed
multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give to your seed all these countries; and in your seed
shall al the nations of the earth be blessed; Because Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my
charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws. Genesis 26:1-5
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Therefore it shall come to pass, if you give heed to these judgments, and keep, and do them, that
the L-rd your G-d shall keep with you the covenant and the mercy which He swore to your
fathers. Deuteronomy 7:12



