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THELIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series| Lecture #5

THE WORLD OF THE SUPERNATURAL

l. Demons - 7w
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It has been taught: Abba Benyamin says, If the eye had the power to see them, no
creature could endure the demons. Abaye says: They are more numerous than we are and
they surround us like the ridge round a field. Rav Huna says: Every one among us has a
thousand on hisleft hand and ten thousand on his right hand. Raba says: The crushing in
the Kallah lectures comes from them. Fatigue in the knees comes from them. The
wearing out of the clothes of the scholarsis due to their rubbing against them. The
bruising of the feet comes from them. If one wantsto discover them, let him take sifted
ashes and sprinkle around his bed, and in the morning he will see something like the
footprints of arooster. If one wishes to see them, let him take the after-birth of a black
she-cat, the offspring of a black she-cat, the first-born of afirst-born, let him roast it in
fireand grind it to powder, and then let him put some into his eye, and he will see them.
Let him also pour it into an iron tube and seal it with an iron signet that they should not
steal it from him. Let him also close his mouth, lest he come to harm. Rabbi Bibi ben
Abaye did so, saw them and came to harm. The scholars, however, prayed for him and he
recovered. Berachos 6a
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To one an evil spirit may show itself and harm him; to two it may show itself, but without
harming them; to three it will not even show itself. Berachos43b
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Rav Y oseph said: The demon Y oseph told me (that) Ashmeda the king of the demonsis
appointed over al 'pairs,’ and aking is not designated a harmful spirit. Others explain it
in the opposite sense: On the contrary, a king is quick-tempered (and) does whatever he
wishes, for aking can break through awall to make a pathway for himself and none may
stay him. Rav Papa said, Y oseph the demon told me: For two we kill; for four we do not
kill, (but) for four we harm (the drinker). For two (we hurt) whether (they are drunk)
unwittingly or deliberately; for four, only if it is deliberate, but not if it is unwitting.
Pesachim 110a
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Who wasiit that delivered the seven traditional rulings on a Shabbos morning to Rav
Chisda at Sura and on the same Shabbos evening to Rabbah at Pumbeditha? Was it not
Eliyohu who delivered them, which proves, doesit not, that the law of Shabboslimitsis
inapplicable above ten handbreadths from the ground? It is possible that the demon

Y oseph delivered them. Eruvin 43a

Il. Witchcraft
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Rabbi Aibu bar Nagri said in the name of Rabbi Chiyyabar Abba: "Bilatehem" refersto
magic through the agency of demons; "bilahatehem™ refersto sorcery. And thusisit said:
"And the flame ("lahat") of the sword that turns of itself" (Genesis 3:24) Sanhedrin 67b
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| have studied three hundred laws (or as others state, three thousand laws) about the
planting of cucumbers [by magic] and no man, excepting Akivaben Y osef, ever
guestioned me theron. For it once happened that he and | were walking together on a
road, when he said to me, "My master, teach me about the planting of cucumbers’. |
made one statement and the whole field [about us] was filled with cucumbers. Then he
said, "Master, you have taught me how to plant them. Now teach me how to pluck them."
| said something, and all the cucumbers gathered in one place. Sanhedrin 68a
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Rabbi Y ochanon said: Why are they (sorcery) called "kashafim"? Because they lessen the
power of the Divine agencies. Chulin 7b

[1. Divine Names
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Rabbah created a man, and sent him to Rabbi Zeira. Rabbi Zeira spoke to him, but
received no answer. Thereupon he said unto him: "Thou art a creature of the magicians.
Return to thy dust." Rabbi Chanina and Rabbi Oshiah spent every Shabbosevein
studying the "Book of Creation”, by means of which they created a third-grown calf and
ateit. Sanhedrin 65b
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Rav Chisda and Rabbah bar Rav Huna were travelling in a boat, when a certain
(non-Jewish) matron said to them, " Seat me near you", but they did not seat her.
Thereupon she uttered something and bound the boat; they uttered something and freed
it. Shabbos 81b

V.  Apparitions
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Our Rabbis taught: When Rabbi [Y ehudah the Prince] was about to depart from thislife
he said, "I require the presence of my sons. When his sons entered into his presence he
instructed them: "Take care that you show due respect to your mother. The light shall
continueto burninitsusual place. Thetableshal belaid initsusual place and my bed
shall be spread in its usual place.” What isthe reason? He used to come home again at
twilight every Sabbath Eve. On a certain Sabbath Eve a neighbor came to the door
speaking aloud, when his handmaid whispered, "Be quiet for Rabbi is sitting there." As
soon as he heard this he came no more, in order that no reflection might be cast on the
earlier saints. Kesubos 103a
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Every Sabbath eve [after his death, Rabbi Y ehudah the Prince] would come to his home
and would appear in the precious clothing that he would [usually] wear for Shabbos and
would fulfill the obligation of Kiddush on behalf of the assembled. He was unlike the
other dead that are free from "mitzvos' because "tzaddikim" are still considered alive
[even after death] and can free others [through their recitation] from the obligation of
Kiddush. Sefer Chasddim 327
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Rabbi Akiva went out to a place were he found a person who was carrying aload on his
shoulders but was having a hard time walking with it and was screaming and groaning.
He [Rabbi Akiva] said to him, "what have you done?' He replied, "there wasn't a sin that
| didn't transgress and now there are watchmen over me and they don't let me rest.” Rabbi
Akivaasked him, "did you leave over ason?' He replied, "by your life, don't delay me
[by your questions] for | am in dread of the angels that hit me with rays of fire and that
say to me: "why don't you go faster?' He asked [again], "tell me, who did you leave
behind?' Hereplied, "I left behind a pregnant wife." Rabbi Akivawent to that country
[of the apparition]. He asked them, "where is the son of that person?' They replied, "May
his memory be blotted out and his bones be crushed.” He asked, "why?' They replied,
"he was a bandit who destroyed people and distressed the populace. In addition he had
illicit relations with a betrothed girl on Yom Kippur." He went to the home of his
pregnant wife and waited until she gave birth. He circumcised [the son] and when he
grew older he set him up in the synagogue [he taught him] to "daven" (offer
benedictions) for the congregation . Some time later, Rabbi Akiva went to the place
[where he had originally seen the apparition]. He appeared unto him and told him, "may
your mind be put at ease for you have put my mind at ease." M eseches Calah Chapter 2



