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What [wrong] does the dice player do? — Rammi b. Hama said: [He is disqualified from
giving testimony] because gambling is an Asmakhta[aform of speculation], and
Asmakhtais not legally binding. R. Shesheth said: Such cases do not come under the
category of Asmakta; but the reason is that dice players are not concerned with the
general welfare. Wherein do they differ? — If he [the gambler] acquired another trade.
Sanhedrin 24a
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And Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of 1sh-bosheth the son of Saul, went out from
Mahanaim to Gibeon. And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of David, went out,
and met together by the pool of Gibeon; and they sat down, the one on the one side of the
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pool, and the other on the other side of the pool. And Abner said to Joab, "L et the young
men now arise, and play before us." And Joab said, "Let them arise. " Then there arose
and went over by number twelve of Benjamin and for 1sh-bosheth the son of Saul, and
twelve of the servants of David. And they caught every one hisfellow by the head, and
thrust his sword in hisfellow's side; so they fell down together; wherefore that place was
called Helkath Hazzurim, which isin Gibeon. And there was a very sore battle that day;
and Abner was beaten and the men of Israel, before the servants of David. And there
were three sons of Zeruiah there, Joab, and Abishai, and Asahel: and Asahel was as light
of foot asawild roe. And Asahel pursued after Abner; and in going he turned not to the
right hand nor to the left from following Abner. Then Abner looked behind him, and said,
"Art thou Asahd?' And he answered, "I am." And Abner said to him, "Turn thee aside to
thy right hand or to thy left, and lay thee hold on one of the young men, and take thee his
armour." But Asahel would not turn aside from following of him. And Abner said again
to Asahel, "Turn thee aside from following me. Wherefore should | smite thee to the
ground? How then should | hold up my face to Joab thy brother.?' But he refused to turn
aside. Wherefore Abner with the hinder end of the spear smote him under the fifth rib,
that the spear came out behind him; and he fell down there, and died in the same place.
And it came to pass, that as many as came to the place where Asahel fell down and died
stood still. Joab also and Abishai pursued after Abner; and the sun went down when they
were come to the hill of Ammah that lieth before Giah by the way of the wilderness of
Gibeon. And the children of Benjamin gathered themsel ves together after Abner, and
became one troop, and stood on the top of a hill. Then Abner to Joab said, "Shall the
sword devour for ever? Knowest thou not that it will be bitternessin the latter end? How
long shall it be then, ere thou bid the people return from following their brethren?' And
Joab said, "As G-d liveth, unless thou hadst spoken, surely then in the morning the people
had gone up every one from following his brother." So Joab blew atrumpet, and all the
people stood still, and pursued after Israel no more, neither fought they any more. And
Abner and his men walked all that night through the plain, and passed over the Jordan
and went through all Bethron and they came to Mahanaim. And Joab returned from
following Abner; and when he had gathered all the people together, there lacked of
David's servants nineteen men and Asahel. But the servants of David had smitten of
Benjamin and of Abner's men, so that three hundred and three scoremen died. And
they took up Asahel, and buried him in the sepulchre of his father, which wasin
Bethlehem. And Joab and his men went all night, and the day broke upon them at
Hebron. Samuel |1 Chapter 2: 12-32
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R. Yochanan said: What isillustrative of the verse, Happy isthe man that feareth
alway, but hethat hardeneth hisheart shall fall into mischief ~ ? The destruction of
Jerusalem came through a Kamtza and a Bar Kamtza; the destruction of Tur Malka came
through a cock and a hen; the destruction of Bethar came through the axle of a carriage.
Gittin 55b
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Who iswise? He who discerns what is about to come to pass. Tamid 32a
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And when are men examined?-Said Resh Lakish: When they pass over abridge. A bridge
and nothing else?-Say, that which is similar to a bridge. Rav would not cross a bridge
where a heathen was sitting; said he, Lest judgment be visited upon him, and | be seized
together with him. . .. R. Yannai examined [the bridge] and then crossed over. R. Y annai
[acted] upon his views, for he said, A man should never stand in a place of danger and
say that amiracle will be wrought for him, lest it isnot. And if amiracle iswrought for
him, it is deducted from his merits. Shabbos 32a
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Said R. Yehoshua b. Levi, Whoever appraises [ha-sham] hisways[in thislife] becomes
privileged to behold the salvation of the Holy One, blessed be He, for it issaid: ‘[And to
him] who ordereth hisway’. Read not [we-sam] who sets [his way], but [we-sham] who
appraises the worth [of hisway], him will | show the divine salvation. R. Yanna had a
certain disciple who daily raised critical points[at his college] but refrained from raising
any critical points at the periodic lectures of the Festival Sabbaths . R. Yannai applied to
him the text: And to him who ordereth hisway will | show the salvation of G-d.  Moed
Katan 5a
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For it isbecause of [hiswages| heisrisking hislife (Deuteronomy 24:15). Why ishe
climbing a ramp and risking hislife for you? Isit not so that you can give him his wages
ontheday itisdue? If so why isit written, "For it is because of [his wages] heisrisking
hislife[literaly giving up hislife]"? This comesto teach us that someone who
withholds wagesis considered asif he took the life of his employee. Sifrei Parshas
R'aih
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[Blessings are not bestowed upon] money which comes from overseas, because a miracle
does not occur every day. Pesachim 50b
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R. Papa said: Hence, no circumcision may be performed on a cloudy day or on a day
when the South wind blows; nor may one be bled on such aday. At the present time,
however, since many people arein the habit of disregarding these precautions, "The L-rd
preserveth the simple." Yevamos 72a
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Said Ravain the name of R. Y ochanan [some say R. Chisdain the name of R.

Y ochanan]: In the case where it is doubtful whether [the patient] will live or die, we must
not allow them to heal; but if hewill certainly die, we may allow themto hedl. ‘Die
[etc.]’! Surely thereis still the life of the hour [to be considered]? The life of the hour is
not to be considered. What authority have you for saying that the life of the hour is not to
be considered? — The Scriptural words, "If we say, "We will enter into the city, then the
famineisin the city, and we shall die there." Now there isthe life of the hour [which
they might forfeit]! Thisimpliesthat the life of the hour is not to be considered. Avodah
Zarah 27b



