5.

CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
What was Rabbi Meir's real name?

Who were histeachers?

Who was Rabbi Meir'swife?

Why do we frequently rule against Rabbi Meir's stated
opinions?

Why did Rabbi Meir flee to Babylon?

7703

This and much more will be addressed in the fifth lecture of this
series. "A Life of Brilliance".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go

back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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The Crown of Torah
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Rabbi Chiyabar Abba said in the name of R. Y ochanan: No righteous man dies out of
thisworld, before another, like himself, is created, asit is said: The sun aso ariseth, and
the sun goeth down (Koheles 1:5), — before the sun of Eli set, the sun of Shmuel of
Ramathaim rose. Rabbi Chiya bar Abba also said in the name of Rabbi Y ochanan: The
Holy One, blessed be He, saw that the righteous are but few, therefore He planted them
throughout all generations, asit is said: For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and He
hath set the world upon them (Samuel | 2:8). Yoma 38b
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Rabbi Y ochanan said: There were three crowns: that of the altar, that of the ark, and that
of the table. The one of the altar, Aaron deserved and he received it. The one of the ark,
David deserved and received. The one of the ark is still lying and whosoever wants to
takeit, may come and take it. Perhaps you might think it is of little account, therefore the
text reads: By me kingsreign (Mishlei 8:15). Yoma 72b
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He sent against them Nero the Caesar. As he was coming he shot an arrow towards the
east, and it fell in Jerusalem. He then shot one towards the west, and it again fell in
Jerusalem. He shot towards all four points of the compass, and each timeiit fell in
Jerusalem. He said to a certain boy: Repeat to me [the last] verse of Scripture you have
learnt. He said: And | will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Isradl.
He said: The Holy One, blessed be He, desires to lay waste his House and to lay the
blame on me. So he ran away and became a proselyte, and R. Meir was descended from
him. Gittin 56a

. The Most Brilliant of His Generation
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RabbiAchabar Chaninasaid: It isrevealed and known before Him Who spoke and the
world came into existence, that in the generation of Rabbi Meir there was none equal to
him; then why was not the halachah fixed in agreement with his views? Because his
colleagues could not fathom the depths of his mind, for he would declare the ritually
unclean to be clean and supply plausible proof, and the ritually clean to be unclean and
also supply plausible proof.

One taught: His name was not Rabbi Meir but Rabbi Nehorai. Then why was he called
Rabbi Meir? Because he enlightened the Sagesin the halachah.

Rabbi declared: The only reason why | am keener than my colleaguesisthat | saw the
back of Rabbi Meir, but had | had afront view of him | would have been keener still, for
it iswritten in Scripture: But thine eyes shall see thy teacher (Isaiah 30:20). Eiruvin 13b
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For Ulla said: One who saw Resh Lakish in the Bais-Hamidrash [engaged in debate]
would think that he was uprooting mountains and grinding them against each other! —
Ravinasaid: But did not he who saw Rabbi Meir in the Bais-Hamidrash feel that he was
uprooting yet greater mountains and grinding them against each other? Sanhedrin 24a

1. Disciple of the Masters
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Rabbi Meir would sit and expound and say over a statement in the name of Rabbi
Yishmael but wouldn't say over a statement in the name of Rabbi Akiva. He (Rabbi

Y aakov ben Idi) said: Everyone knew that Rabbi Meir was adisciple of Rabbi Akiva
[and that the author of every unattributed statement of Rabbi Meir was actually Rabbi
Akival. Yerushalmi Berachos2:1
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Rabbi Y ehoshua ben. Levi stated: Wherever you find the expression, 'A disciple, in the
name of Rabbi Yishmael, stated in the presence of Rabbi Akiva [the referenceisto]
none other than Rabbi Meir who attended upon Rabbi Yishmael and Rabbi Akiva
[successively]; for it was taught: Rabbi Meir related, ‘When | was with Rabbi Yishmael |
used to put vitriol into my ink and he told me nothing [againgt it], but when |
subsequently came to Rabbi Akiva, the latter forbade it to me.’

Isthis, however, correct? Did not Rav Y ehudah in fact state in the name of Shmuel who
had it from Rabbi Meir: When | was studying under Rabbi Akival used to put vitriol into
my ink and he told me nothing [against it], but when | subsequently came to Rabbi
Yishmael the latter said to me, ‘My son’ ... ‘May vitriol’, he asked me, ‘be put into the
ink? ... Now, isthere no contradiction in the sequence of the attendance and in the
authorship of the prohibition? The contradiction in the sequence might well [be
explained by the suggestion that] he first came to Rabbi Akiba but, as he was unable to
comprehend his teaching, he went to Rabbi Yishmae where he studied the traditional
teachings, and then returned to Rabbi Akiba and engaged in logical discussion and
argument; but the authorship of the prohibitions, surely, presents a difficulty, does it not?
— Thisissoindeed. Eiruvin 13a
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It was said that Rabbi Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of disciples, from Gabbathato
Antipatris; and all of them died at the same time because they did not treat each other
with respect. The world remained desolate until Rabbi Akiva came to our Mastersin the
South and taught the Torah to them. These were Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi
Y osel, Rabbi Shimon and R. Eleazar ben Shammua; and it was they who revived the
Torah at that time. A Tannataught: All of them died between Passover and Pentecost.
Rabbi Chama bar Abba or, it might be said, R. Chiyyabar Avin said: All of them died a
cruel death. What was it?-Rav Nahman replied: Croup. Yevamos 62b
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R. Yochanan said: [ The author of] an anonymous Mishnah is Rabbi Meir; of an
anonymous Tosefta, Rabbi Nechemiah; of an anonymous [dictum in the] Sifra, Rabbi

Y ehudah; in the Sifre, Rabbi Shimon; and all are taught according to the views of Rabbi
Akiba. Sanhedrin 86a
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Rabbi Bo said: Originally each and every one (Master) would appoint (give smichato)
his own disciple... Rabbi Akiva[appointed] Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Shimon. He said that
Rabbi Meir should sit firgt. Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 1:2
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Did not Rav Y ehudah say in Rav's hame: ‘May this man indeed be remembered for
blessing — his name is Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava; were it not for him, the laws of kenas
would have been forgotten in Isragl.’” Forgotten? Then they could have been learned. But
these laws might have been abolished; because once the wicked Government, [as an act
of religious persecution], decreed that whoever performed an ordination should be put to
death, and whoever received ordination should he put to death, the city in which the
ordination took place demolished, and the boundaries wherein it had been performed,
uprooted. What did Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava do? He went and sat between two great
mountains, [that lay] between two large cities; between the Sabbath boundaries of the
cities of Usha and Shefaram and there ordained five elders: viz., Rabbi Meir, Rabbi

Y ehudah, Rabbi Shimon, Rabbi Y osei and Rabbi Eliezer ben Shamua. R. Avia adds also
Rabbi Nechemiain thelist. As soon as their enemies discovered them he [Rabbi Y ehudah
ben Bava] urged them: ‘My children, flee.” They said to him, *What will become of thee,
Rabbi? ‘I lie before them like a stone which none [is concerned to] overturn,” he replied.
It was said that the enemy did not stir from the spot until they had driven three hundred
iron spear-heads into his body, making it like asieve. — With Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava
were in fact some others, but in honor to him, they were not mentioned.
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Was Rabbi Meir indeed ordained by Rabbi Y ehudah ben Bava? Did not Rabbah bar Bar
Hannah say in Rabbi Y ochanan's name: He who asserts that Rabbi Meir was not ordained
by Rabbi Akibaiscertainly in error? — Rabbi Akiba had indeed ordained him, but the
ordination was not acceptable; while R. Y ehudah ben Bava's later ordination, on the other
hand, was accepted. Sanhedrin 14a
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Our Rabbis taught: Once Acher wasriding on a horse on the Sabbath, and Rabbi Meir
was walking behind him to learn Torah at his mouth. Said [Acher] to him: Meir, turn
back, for | have already measured by the paces of my horse that thus far extends the
Sabbath limit. He replied: Thou, too, go back! [Acher] answered: Have | not already told
theethat | have already heard from behind the Veil: ‘Return ye backsliding children’ —
except Acher. Chagigah 15a
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But how did Rabbi Meir learn Torah at the mouth of Acher? Behold Rabbah bar Bar
Chana said that R. Y ochanan said: What isthe meaning of the verse, For the priest's lips
should keep knowledge, and they should seek the Law at his mouth; for heisthe
messenger of the Lord of hosts (Maachi 2:7)?[This means that] if the teacher islike an
angel of the Lord of hosts, they should seek the Law at his mouth, but if not, they should
not seek the Law at his mouth! — Resh Lakish answered: Rabbi Meir found averse and
expounded it [as follows]: Incline thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thy
heart unto my knowledge (Mishlel 22:17). It does not say, ‘ unto their knowledge’, but
‘unto my knowledge’ . Rabbi Chanina said, [he decided it] from here: Hearken, O
daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy
father's house etc. (Psalms 45:11). The verses contradict one another! Thereisno
contradiction: in the one case Scripture refers to an adult, in the other to a child. When
Rabbi Dimi came [to Babylon] he said: In the West, they say: Rabbi Meir ate the date
and threw the kernel away. Chagigah 15b
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V. The Remnant Returns
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Rabbi Yonain the name of Rabbi Chiyah bar Bo [said]: The following incident occurred.
Seven elders came to Bikaas Rimon in order to calculate and declare the intercalated
year. Who were they? Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi Y osei, Rabbi Shimeon, Rabbi
Nechemia, Rabbi Eliezer ben Y aakov, and Rabbi Y ochanon HaSandlar. Tamud
Yerushalmi Chagigah 3:1
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When the forced assimilation [brought about by Hadrian] eased, the Rabbis entered Usha.
Thisalist of those who entered: Rabbi Y ehudah, Rabbi Nechemia, = Rabbi Meir, Rabbi
Y osel, Rabbi Shimeon ben Y ochai, Rabbi Eliezer the son of Rabbi Y osel HaGalilee, and
Rabbi Eliezer ben Y aakov. They sent to the elders of Galilee and said: Anyonewho is
[aready] learned let him come and learn [more] and anyone who is not learned may come
and learn. They entered and studied and accomplished all they needed to do. Shir
HaShirim Rabbah 2:5:3
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‘It happened once that Rabbi Meir went to create the intercalated year in Assia, and there
was no Megillah there and he wrote one out by heart’! — Rabbi Abbahu said: Rabbi
Meir is different, because to him could be applied the verse: Thine eyelids shall look
straight before thee. Megillah 18b

V. Saint and Mentor
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A story isrelated of awoman who appeared at the Beth Hammidrash of Rabbi Meir and
said to him, ‘Rabbi, one of you has taken me to wife by cohabitation.” Thereupon he rose
up and gave her a bill of divorce, after which every one of his disciples stood up in turn
and did likewise. Sanhedrin 11a
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For it was taught in a Braiisa: One may not beat up wine and oil for an invalid on the
Sabbath. Rabbi Shimon ben Eleazar said in Rabbi Meir's name: One may indeed beat up
wine and oil. Rabbi Shimon ben Eleazar related, "Rabbi Meir was once suffering
internaly, and we wished to beat up wine and oil for him, but he would not permit us.
Said we to him, "Y our words shall be made void in your own lifetime!' "Though | rule
thus," he replied, 'yet my colleagues rule otherwise, [and] | have never presumed to
disregard the words of my colleagues.™ Shabbos 134a
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A favourite saying of Rabbi Meir was. Study with all thy heart and with all thy soul to
know My ways and to watch at the doors of My law. Keep My law in thy heart and let
My fear be before thy eyes. Keep thy mouth from all sin and purify and sanctify thyself
from all trespass and iniquity, and | will be with thee in every place. Berachos 17a
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Rabbi Meir said: Whoever occupies himself with the Torah for its own sake, acquires by
merit many things, nay more, the whole of the world isworth while for his sake. Heis
called afriend, abeloved, one that loves the al-present, one that loves [his fellow-]
creatures. One that gladdens G-d, one that gladdens man; and it [i. e. the Torah] clothes
him with meekness and fear, and fits him to be righteous, pious, upright and faithful; it
also keeps him far from sin, and brings him near to merit [orious conduct]; and men
benefit from him by [way of] counseal, sound knowledge, understanding and strength, as it
issaid, counsel is mine and sound wisdom; | am understanding, power is mine; and it
gives him sovereignty and dominion, and [the faculty to be] searching in judgment; and
they reveal to him the secret meanings of the Torah, and he is made as awell that ever
gathersforce, and like a stream that never ceases, and he becomes modest, |ong-suffering
and forgiving of insult towards himself; and it makes him great, and exalts him above all
the works [of G-d]. Avos6:1

VI. Scholar and Teacher
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel was the President (of the Sanhedrin), Rabbi Meir the
Chacham (the scholar), and Rabbi Nasan the Av-bais-din. Hor ayos 13b
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When Rabbi Meir died, the [era of] composers of parables (fables) came to an end.
Sotah 49a
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For so it has been taught: Issi ben Y ehudah used to specify the distinctive merits of the
various Sages. Rabbi Meir [he said], was wise and a scribe. Gittin 67a

VIl. Beruriah

A.
°XR7 °27 *¥2a Rp 197 ,RX2I0 0 1vEn X2 9977 9°KRn %277 7°N122W2 177 °131°72 9737

$3°N97 DIWA T 2TNYT ORM MNAT XTI Y TR LININDT 0377 0D Y nmn
:XTPT PRY0Y 2BW LTIV 2°ND OORLA RRLIT 2N M LORLA N )T7R ORI
397727 Y T vYa XOR 201K TIV QYWY T DXL ANYT 11D ,0PR TIW QYW
X7 X7 7P IR L2IWN2 1T IR AT XYA LOPR T QYWY T 2wna
RODW D TR 2217 T 779 ’DT Qwn AT KD 7PV 037 )71 1PYwe( 2003 X135
XD 7Py XM ROX 77 MR 79IV 233m 70w 12 0°37 05 :2°N97 ,XIpT 1°°0? bw

2 NI5972 1157709 DIPAY 013 11990 ROW TRy TWRD AmITw HRIW® noad o1 T a7



Series|l|I 10 Lecture #5

There were once some highwaymen in the neighbourhood of R. Meir who caused him a
great deal of trouble. Rabbi Meir accordingly prayed that they should die. Hiswife
Beruriasaid to him: How do you make out [that such a prayer should be permitted]?
Because it iswritten 'Let chattaim cease' (Psalms 104)? Isit written chot'im (sinners)? It
iswritten hattalim (sins)! Further, look at the end of the verse: ‘and let the wicked men be
no more'. Since the sinswill cease, there will be no more wicked men! Rather pray for
them that they should repent, and there will be no more wicked. He did pray for them,
and they repented.

A certain Min said to Beruria: it iswritten: Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear (Isaiah
54). Because she did not bear is sheto sing? She replied to him: You fool! Look at the
end of the verse, where it iswritten, For the children of the desolate shall be more than
the children of the married wife, saith the Lord. But what then is the meaning of ‘abarren
that did not bear’ ? Sing, O community of Israel, who resemblest a barren woman, for not
having born children like you for Gehenna. Berachos 17a
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If Beruriah, wife of Rabbi Meir [and] daughter of Rabbi Chanina ben Teradion, who
studied three hundred laws from three hundred teachersin [one] day, could nevertheless
not do her duty in three years, yet you propose [to do it] in three months! Pesachim 62b
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Beruria, the wife of Rabbi Meir, was a daughter of Rabbi Chanina ben Teradion. Said she
[to her husband], ‘|1 am ashamed to have my sister placed in abrothel.” So hetook a
tarkab-full of denarii and set out. If, thought he, she has not been subjected to anything
wrong, amiracle will be wrought for her, but if she has committed anything wrong, no
miracle will happen to her. Disguised as alegionnaire, he came to her and said, ‘ Prepare
thyself for me.” Shereplied, * The manner of women isupon me.” ‘I am prepared to wait,’
he said. ‘But,’ said she, ‘there are here many, many prettier than | am.” He said to
himself, that proves that she has not committed any wrong; she no doubt says thus to
every comer. He then went to her warder and said, ‘Hand her over to me.’ Hereplied, ‘I
am afraid of the government.’ ‘ Take the tarkab of dinars.” said he, ‘one half distribute [as
bribe], the other half shall be for thyself.” * And what shall | do when these are
exhausted? he asked. ‘ Then,” hereplied, ‘say, "O God of Meir, answer me!" and thou
wilt be saved.” *But,” said he, ‘who can assure me that that will be the case? He replied,
“You will see now.” There were there some dogs who bit anyone [who incited them]. He
took a stone and threw it at them, and when they were about to bite him he exclaimed, ‘O
God of Meir answer me!” and they let him alone. The warder then handed her over to
him. At the end the matter became known to the government, and [the warder] on being
brought [for judgment] was taken up to the gallows, when he exclaimed, ‘O God of Meir
answer me.” They took him down and asked him what that meant, and he told them the
incident that had happened. They then engraved Rabbi Meir's likeness on the gates of
Rome and proclaimed that anyone seeing a person resembling it should bring him there.
One day [some Romans] saw him and ran after him, so he ran away from them and
entered a harlot's house. Others say he happened just then to see food cooked by heathens
and he dipped in one finger and then sucked the other. Others again say that Elijah the
Prophet appeared to them as a harlot who embraced him. God forbid, said they, were this
Rabbi Meir, he would not have acted thus! [and they left him]. He then arose and ran
away and came to Babylon. Some say it was because of that incident that he ran to
Babylon; others say because of the incident about Beruria. Avodah Zarah 18a-b
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Who can find awoman avalor? (Mishlei 31:10) They (the Rabbis) said that the
following incident happened with Rabbi Meir: As he was sitting and expounding in the
Bais Midrash (study hall) Shabbos afternoon, histwo children died. What did their
mother do? She put them on the bed and covered them with a sheet. After Shabbos, when
Rabbi Meir came back from the Bais Midrash, he asked her where the two children were.
She replied that they went to the Bais Midrash. He said to her, "I looked around the Bais
Midrash and | didn't see them." She gave him a cup for Havdalah and he made Havdal ah.
Again he asked for the two children. She replied, " They went out to some other place and
they'll be back shortly." She brought him some food and he ate and made the benediction
(after the meal). After he had made the benediction, she said to him, "I have one question
to ask." Hereplied, "Tell me your question.” She said to him, "Prior to this day someone
came and gave me an object for safekeeping and now he is coming to take it back.

Should | giveit to himor not?' He said, "My daughter, someone who has an object for
safekeeping has to return it to its rightful owner." She said to him, "If it wouldn't be for
your opinion, | wouldn't be giving it to him."
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What did she do? She grabbed him by his hand and brought him up to the room near the
bed and took the sheet off of them. As he saw their dead bodies lying on the bed he
started to cry and said, "My children, my children, my teachers, my teachers. They were
my children (or students) in the ways of the world. They were my teachersin that they
would brighten my face with their insightsin Torah." At that moment she said to him,
"My master, didn't | tell you that | needed to return the object that was held for
safekeeping back to itsowner?' Hesaid, "The L-rd has given, the L-rd has taken. The
name of the L-rd should be blessed (Job 1:21)."

Rabbi Chaninah said, " Through this thing (Rabbi Meir's wife's subterfuge) she was able
to console and calm him." [Regarding such awoman] isit stated: Who can find a
woman avalor? (Mishlei 31:10)."

Rabbi Chama bar Chanina said, "Why were the children of Rabbi Meir condemned to
die and why did they die together? [ The answer is:] Because they used to leave the Bais
Midrash and sit down to eat and drink.” Rabbi Y ochanon said, "Even for matters of
idleness [and not just pleasure were they deserving such a punishment] because at the
time the Torah was given He only warned them regarding the words of Torah asitis
stated: Thisday the L-rd thy G-d hath commanded thee to do these statutes and
judgments; thou shalt therefore keep and do them with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul (Deuteronomy 26:16)." Midrash Mishlei 31:10

IX.  Jewish Moralsin Roman Society
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Rabbi Y ehudah commenced [the discussion] by observing, ‘ How fine are the works of
this people! They have made streets, they have built bridges, they have erected baths.’
Rabbi Yosal was silent. Rabbi Shimon bar Y ochal answered and said, ‘ All that they
made, they made for themselves; they built market-places, to set harlots in them; baths, to
rejuvenate themselves; bridges, to levy tolls for them. Shabbos 33b
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Rabbi Y ochanan said: Concerning three does the Holy one, blessed be He, make
proclamation every day: a bachelor who livesin alarge town without sinning, a poor man
who returnslost property to its owner, and a wealthy man who tithes his produce in
secret. Rav Safrawas a bachelor living in alarge town. Now a Tannarecited [ Rabbi
Johanan's dictum] before Raba and Rav Safra, [whereupon] Rav Safra's facelit up. Said
Rabato him: it does not mean such as you, but such as Rav Chanina and Rav Oshaia,
who were cobblersin Eretz Yisrael and dwelt in a street of harlots and made shoes for
harlots and went in to them: they [the harlots] looked at them, but they [these scholars]
would not lift their eyesto look at them, and their [the harlots'] oath was * by thelife of
the holy Rabbis of Eretz Yisrael.” Pesachim 113

C.

NTIAYT RANPOR XD I 723w >IN 13T J0M XATIRD CPIRRP 1T NI 7 RPN 7D

0°23713 NTIAYT XANPDR 2°1°1 717305 70 770 AR .07 92T RANER VXD I ,0°2013

QN M 3 KIIR 93p17,777%°H 7DD1 NINT 22T RANTDR 27101 (TR DR, 00017

To¥ MWD %17 )2 Hwn( (PR R T2 KID HUR AHRR IWINR 1M 1
57 57 797 7TIAY 797%I0 A31a0

Rabbi Chanina and Rabbi Y onasan were walking on the road and came to a parting of
ways, one of which led by the door of a place of idol-worship and the other led by a
harlots place. Said the one to the other: Let us go [through the one leading] by the place
of idolatry the inclination for which has been abolished. The other however said: Let us
go [through that leading] by the harlots' place and defy our inclination and have our
reward. Asthey approached the place they saw the harlots withdraw at their presence.
Said the one to the other: Whence didst thou know this? The other, in reply, quoted, She
shall watch over thee, mezimmah [against lewdness], discernment shall guard thee.
Avodah Zarah 17a-b
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Someone came before Rav Nahman [and] said to him: | have found an open opening. Rav
Nahman answered: Lash him with palm-switches; harlots lie prostrate before him. But it
is Rav Nahman who said that he [the husband] is believed! — Heis believed, but [at the
same time] one lashes him with palm-switches. Rav Ahai answered: Here [it speaks] of a
young man, there [it speaks] of one who was married before. Kesubos 10a
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Our Rabbis taught: Those who visit stadiums or a camp and witness there [the
performance] of sorcerers and enchanters, or of bukion and mukion, lulion and mulion,
blurin or salgurin (different forms of entertainment) — lo, thisis‘the seat of the
scornful,” and against those [who visit them] Scripture says, Happy is the man that hath
not walked in the counsel of the wicked . . . nor sat in the seat of the scornful, but his
delight isin the law of the Lord (Psalms 1:1). From here you can infer that those things
cause one to neglect the Torah.

Our Rabbis taught: One should not go to theatres or circuses because entertainments are
arranged there in honor of theidols. Thisis the opinion of Rabbi Meir. But the Sages say:
Where such entertainments are given there is the prohibition of being suspected of
idolatrous worship, and where such entertainment is not given. the prohibition is because
of being in ‘the seat of the scornful’. What is the difference between these two reasons?
Said Rav Chanina of Sura: The differenceisin the case of already having done business.
[If the prohibition isrelated to idolatry then the proceeds of the sale are forbidden.]
Avodah Zarah 18b
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TIME LINE
EVENT DATE
The Birth of Rabbi Akiva 16 C.E.
The Beginning of Rabbi Akivas Studies 56 C.E.
The Defection of Nero the Caesar 66 C.E.
Destruction of the Second Temple 70 CE.
Rabbi Akiva's Twenty Four Thousand Disciples 80 C.E.
The Reign of Hadrian 117 C.E.
Hadrian's Anti Jewish Decrees 121 C.E.
Rabbi Akiva's Imprisonment and Death 136 C.E.
Death of Hadrian and the Reign of Antoninus Pius 138 C.E.
The Return to Yavneh 149 C.E.

Death of Antoninus Pius and the Reign of Marcus Aurelius 161 C.E.



