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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. How did Egypt become amagjor Jewish center during
the second Temple period?

2.  How could Jewsjustify living there?

3.  Which one of the four captives settled in Egypt?
4. Who were the Fatimids?

5. Why did Maimonides flee Spain?

This and much more will be addressed in the fifth lecture of
this series: "Mamonides and the Moslem Revolution”.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series VI Lecture #5

MAIMONIDES AND THE MOSLEM REVOLUTION
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

l. The First Wave of Immigration
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But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, took al the remnant of
Judah, who had returned from all the nations, where they had been driven, to dwell in the
land of Judah; Men, and women, and children, and the king’ s daughters, and every
person that Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, had left with Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the son of Neriah. So
they came to the land of Egypt; for they obeyed not the voice of the L-rd; thus came they
to Tahpanhes. Jeremiah 43:5- 7
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1. Theword that came to Jeremiah concerning al the men of Judah who dwell in the land
of Egypt, who dwell at Migdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at Noph, and in the country of
Pathros, saying. ... 13. For | will punish those who dwell in the land of Egypt, as| have
punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence; 14. So that none
of the remnant of Judah, who have gone to the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall
escape or remain, that they should return to the land of Judah, to which they have adesire
to return to dwell there; for none shall return but those who shall escape. Jeremiah 44:1,
13,14
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In the twenty seventh year of Nebuchadnezzer, he conquered Egypt. . . .Jeremiah and
Baruch were exiled to Babylon. Seder Olam Rabbah Chapter 26
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Il. Alexandria

A. But for Alexandria, the sedition of the people of the place against the Jews
was perpetual, and this, from that very time when Alexander (the Great), upon finding
the readiness of the Jews in assisting him against the Egyptians, and as areward for such
their assistance, gave them equal privilegesin this city with the Grecians themselves;-
which honorary reward continued among them under his successors, who aso set apart
for them a particular place, that they might live without being polluted (by the Gentiles),
and were thereby not so much intermixed with foreigners as before: they also gave them
this farther privilege, that they should be called Macedonians. Nay, Caesar, nor any one
that came after him, thought of diminishing the honors which Alexander had bestowed on
the Jews. But still conflicts perpetually arose with the Grecians, and although the
governors did every day punish many of them, yet did the sedition grow worse.
Josephus, The Warsof the Jews 1 18:7

B. But when Ptolemy [Soter] had taken a great many captives, both from the
mountainous part of Judea and from the places about Jerusalem and Samaria, and the
places near mount Gerizim, he led them all into Egypt and settled them there. . . . Nay
there were not afew other Jews who, of their own accord, went into Egypt, asinvited by
the goodness of the soil, and by the liberality of Ptolemy I. Josephus, Antiquities Book
X1l Chapter 1

C. When Alexander had reigned twelve years and after him Ptolemy Soter forty
years, Philadel phus then took the kingdom of Egypt, and held it forty years within one.
He procured the Torah to be tranglated, and set free those that were come from Jerusalem
into Egypt, and were in slavery there, who numbered a hundred and twenty thousand .
Josephus, Antiquities Book X1l Chapter 2

D. From the four letters (sections of the city) they g ected the Jews and drove them to
herd in avery small part of one. The Jews were so numerous that they poured out over
the beaches, dung hills and tombs, robbed of al of their belongings... A still more
grievous evil than the pillaging was the unemployment produced. The tradespeople had
lost their stocks, and no one, husbandman, shipman, merchant, artisan, was alowed to
practice his usual business. Thus poverty was established in two ways: first, the
pillaging, by which, in the course of asingle day, they had become penniless, completely
stripped of what they had, and, secondly, their inability to make aliving from their
regular employments.

After the pillaging and eviction and violent expulsion from most parts of the city, the
Jews were like beleaguered men with their enemies all round them... Poor wretches, they
were at once seized by those who wielded the weapon of mob rule, treacherously
stabbed, dragged through the whole city, and trampled on, and thus completely made
away with until not a part of them was left which would receive the burial which isthe
right of all. Indeed, whole families, husbands with their wives, infant children with their
parents, were burnt in the heart of the city by these supremely ruthless men who showed
no pity for old age nor youth, nor the innocent years of childhood. Philo, Flaccus VIII,
I X
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E. But at thistime especially, when ther e wer etumultsin other places also, the
disorders among them were put into a greater flame; for when the Alexandrians had
once a public assembly, to deliberate about an embassage they were sending to Nero, a
great number of Jews came flocking to the theatre; but when their adversaries saw them,
they immediately cried out, and called them their enemies, and said they came as spies
upon them; upon which they rushed out and laid violent hands upon them; and as for the
rest, they were dain as they ran away; but there were three men whom they caught, and
hauled them along, in order to have them burnt alive; but al the Jews came in abody to
defend them, who at first threw stones at the Grecians; but after that, they took lamps,
and rushed with violence into the theatre, and threatened that they would burn the people
to aman and this they had soon done, unless Tiberius Alexander, the governor of the city,
had restrained their passions. However, this man did not begin to teach them wisdom by
arms, but sent among them privately some of the principal men, and thereby entreated
them to be quiet, and not provoke the Roman army against them; but the seditious made a
jest of the entreaties of Tiberius, and reproached him for so doing.

Now when he perceived that those who were for innovations would not be pacified till
some great calamity should overtake them, he sent out upon them those two Roman
legionsthat were in the city, and together with them, five thousand other soldiers, who,
by chance, were come together out of Libya, to the ruin of the Jews. They were also
permitted not only to kill them, but to plunder them of what they had, and set fire to their
houses. These soldiersrushed violently into that part of the city which was called
Delta, wherethe Jewish people lived together, and did asthey wer e bidden, though
not without bloodshed on their own side also; for the Jews got together, and set
those that werethe best armed among them in the fore-front and made resistance
for a great while; but when once they gave back, they were destroyed unmer cifully;
and thistheir destruction was complete, some being caught in the open field, and
othersforced into their houses, which houses wer efirst plundered of what wasin
them, and then set on fire by the Romans; wherein no mer cy was shown of the
infants, and no regard had to the aged; but they went on in the daughter of persons
of every age, till all the place was overflowed with blood, and fifty thousand of them
lay dead upon heaps. nor had the remainder been preserved, had they not betaken
themselvesto supplication.  So Alexander commiserated their condition, and gave
orders to the Romans to retire; accordingly, these, being accustomed to obey orders, left
off killing at the first intimation; but the populace of Alexandria bare so very great hatred
to the Jews, that it was difficult to recall them; and it was a hard thing to make them leave
their dead bodies. Josephus, The Warsof the Jews|I 18:7,8
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Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochai taught:  In three places[of the Torah] were the Jews
warned not toreturn to Egypt  asit says, "For the Egyptians whom you have seen
today, you shall never seethem again." (Exodus 14:13), "Y e shall henceforth return no
more that way," (Deut. 17:16), "And the L-rd shall bring you into Egypt again with ships,
by the road about which | said to you, Y ou shall see it no more again." (Deut. 28:68) On
three occasions they returned and on three occasions they fell. Once [they returned] in the
days of Sancherib, the king of Assyria, asit says, "Woe to those who go down to Egypt
for help; etc." What is written afterwards? "Now the Egyptians are men, and not G-d; and
their horses flesh, and not spirit. When the L-rd shall stretch out his hand, the helper shall
stumble, and he who is helped shall fall down, and they al shall perish together." (Isaiah
31:1,3) Once [they returned] in the days of Y ochanan ben Koreach [asit says,] "Thus
saysthe L-rd of hosts, the G-d of Isradl; If indeed you set your faces to enter to Egypt,
and go to sojourn there; Then it shall come to pass, that the sword, which you feared,
shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and the famine, of which you were afraid,
shall follow close after you there in Egypt; and there you shall die." (Jeremiah 42:15,16)

It came to pass in the days of the wicked Trajan that a boy was born to him on the ninth
of Av while the Jews were fasting. His daughter died on Chanukah and they lit lamps.
Hiswife sent to him [amessage]: Instead of conquering the barbarians, go and conquer
the Jews that have rebelled against you. He thought to arrive in ten days but he camein
[only] five. He came and found them engaged in the study of Torah [studying] the verse,
"G-d will lift up upon you a nation from afar, from the end of the earth, as swift asthe
eagleflies’ (Deuteronomy 28:49). He asked them: what are you engaged in? They
replied: Such and such. He said to them: | am the man that Scriptureis referring to. |
thought to come in ten days and I've arrived in only five [like the proverbial eagle]. He
[eventually] surrounded them with legions and killed them. He then said to their wives:
Y ou had better heed [the desires of] my legions so that | won't have to kill you. They
replied: What you've done to those on the ground do as well to those above. And so their
blood became mixed with their blood and the blood went as far as Cyprus. At that time
the horn (pride) of Israel was severed and it is not destined to return until the coming of
the son of David. Yerushalmi Sukkah 5:1
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It has been taught, R. Y ehudah stated, He who has not seen the double colonnade of
Alexandriain Egypt has never seen the glory of Israel. It was said that it was like a huge
basilica, one colonnade within the other, and it sometimes held twice the number of
people that went forth from Egypt. There were in it seventy-one cathedras of gold,
corresponding to the seventy-one members of the Great Sanhedrin, not one of them
containing less than twenty-one talents of gold, and awooden platform in the middle
upon which the attendant of the Synagogue stood with a scarf in his hand. When the time
came to answer Amen, he waved his scarf and all the congregation duly responded. They,
moreover, did not occupy their seats indiscriminately, but goldsmiths sat separately,
silversmiths separately, blacksmiths separately, metalworkers separately and weavers
separately, so that when a poor man entered the place, he recognized the members of his
craft, and, on applying to that quarter, obtained a livelihood for himself and for the
members of his family.

Abaye stated, Trajan (Alexander of Macedon) slew them all. Why were they so punished?
— Becausethey transgr essed thisverse: Ye shall henceforth return no mor e that
way (Deut. 17:16), and they did return. When he came and found them reading from the
Torah, ‘ The Lord will bring a nation against thee from afar’ (Ibid. 28:49), he remarked, ‘|
should have brought my shipsin aten days journey, but as a strong wind arose, the ships
arrived in five days!’ He, therefore, fell upon them and slew them. Sukkah 51b
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Rabbi Eliezer the Great said, "A song of Asaph. The nations have come. .. " (Psalms
79:1) Hadrian [ Trgian] came and conquered Alexandria of Egypt. They had a population
of one million two hundred thousand. He deceived them by telling them: Go out and
stand in Bikaas Y adaim (the Field of Hands) so that this nation (the Egyptian Greeks)
should not dominate you. They went out and stood in Bikaas Yadaim and they (the
Romans) placed fifty thousand troops with swords in their hands behind them and
slaughtered them so that not one of them was left asit is stated, "They spilled their blood
like water" (Psalms 79: ) The Sages said: Threerivers of blood flowed out from Bikaas
Y adaim and into the Mediterranean. The Sages estimated the waters of the Mediterranean
and found it to be three parts blood to one part water. Some say that the Gentiles
harvested their vineyards for seven years using the Jewish blood [instead of fertilizer].
Midrash Tana D'Vai Eliyohu 29,30.
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Our Rabbis taught: Twelve questions did the Alexandrians address to R. Y ehoshua b.
Chananiah. Three were of a scientific nature, three were matters of aggada, three were
mere nonsense and three were matters of conduct. Nidah 69b
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The ‘lifting up of the hands' is evidence, but not taking a share at the threshing floors.
Babyloniaislike Syria. R. Shimon b. Gamaliel, says: Also, Alexandriain Egypt,
formerly, because there was there a permanent court of law. Kesubos 25a

K. | have captured a city (Alexandria) from the description of which | shall refrain.
Sufficeit to say that | have seized therein 4,000 villas with 4,000 baths, 40,000 poll-tax
paying Jews and four hundred places of entertainment for theroyalty. Amr ibn al As
letter to the caliph Umar in the year 640

[1. Rav Shmaryahu ben R. Elchonon
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There was another cause as well [for the decline in Y eshivas of the Gaonim]. There was
an admiral of the [ Spanish] fleet who came from Cordova by the name of 1bn Demahin
(Rumahis). The Arab king of Spain, Abd-al-Rahman (I11) Al-Nasser, sent him to capture
shipsof Italian (lit. Edom) origin and to conquer cities near the border [of Italy]. They
traveled to the shores of the land of Israel and turned around and headed towards the
Aegean sea (lit. the sea of Greece) and itsislands. They found a ship there. Amongst its
passengers were four great scholars. They were traveling from the city of Bari to a city
called Sebastian. These scholars were going to awedding[ %5 no1ar] (or perhaps an
alternate translation: to collect funds for the Kallah - the twice yearly conclave of
scholarsin Babylon). Ibn Ruhamis captured the ship and bound the scholars. One was
Rav Chushiel, the father of Rabbainu Chananel. Another was Rav Moshe, the father of
Rav Chanoch. They bound him, together with his wife and his son Rav Chanoch, who
was still ayoung boy. The third scholar was R. Shemariah b. R. Elchonan. | don't know
the identity of the fourth scholar. . . . These scholars did not tell anyone what their true
identity was nor [did they give anyone a hint of] their knowledge. The admiral sold Rav
Shemariah in Alexandria, Egypt. From there he went up to [the capital of] Egypt (Fustat)
and became the Rosh [Y eshiva]. Raavad - Sefer HaK abbalah
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We paid attention to the praise which the "Aluf", may the Compassionate One protect
him, gave to the Rav par excellence, our exalted one, our strength, Rabbainu
Shemaryahu, Rosh ShurosNehardea (the leader of the row of "Nehardea) in our
Y eshiva, may our Holiness strengthen him, help him and provide disciples for him, the
son of Rabbainu Elchonon, of blessed memory; for he was the leader of this legislation.
[All those praises| are true. We know of his praises more than anyone. There isno one
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like him from therising of the sun to its setting. He was the "lion" of the company [of
scholars], the greatest of the yeshivah. His knowledge, his amazing [insights], his
wisdom, the chambers of his discernment, his questions and answers, his teachings, and
his power in Torah was more than that of his colleagues. If this were not so, we wouldn't
have appointed him to be a mishna and we wouldn't have appointed him to the position of
leadership (rosh) in one of the three most important rows in the Y eshiva. Heis more
worthy of praise than anyone. Also hisonly son was with usand is very esteemed, Mar
Rav Elchanan, our colleague . . . which we appointed in our Yeshiva. Letter from Rav
Sherira Gaon and Rav Hai Gaon
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For our leaving the land of our birth to travel and dwell in the land of Yishmael was only
[possible] because of our hope of seeing the face of the Rav. ... | have already
written you about details of the years that we tarried in Kairouen . . .And when the
members of the community of Kairouen saw this. . . they began to speak to us about our
staying . . . And He granted us charm and grace in the eyes of those who lived in the land
of our sojourn and in the eyes of the government. A letter from Rav Chushiel to Rav
Shemaria discovered in the Cairo Geniza
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The questions from Spain would be sent first to Kairouen and from there by caravan to
Cairo (Fustat). Cairo wasthe central way station for al of the questions, responsa and
letters between the Babylonian Y eshivos and the lands of North Africaand Spain. In
Cairo, the special appointee of the Y eshivalived. To him, personally, went all of the
guestions and donations that were addressed to the Y eshiva. He would send the responsa
to Algeria, Tunisia, Morroco, and Spain. When the responsa would come to Cairo, their
scholars would copy them before they were sent out to their respective addresses. That is
why the Geniza in Cairo became arepository for responsa addressed elsewhere. R.
Simcha Asaf - TekufasHaGeonim
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IV.  TheNagid
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In the year 366 A. H. which is 4,745 [or 4735] years from creation (985 or 975 C.E.), the
gueen came [from Irag] to Egypt. . . . The king told her that the Jews don't have aking or
Nasi. Shereplied to him, "In the kingdom of my father, there are many Jews and they
haveaNas . .. who is a descendant from the House of David and my father is blessed
through him . . . If the thing is acceptabl e to the king, he should send aletter through his
messengers. . . . [He asked the Caliph,] "Send me one of the [descendants of the House
of David] for thisiswhat your daughter desires." They sent him awise and understanding
person . ..who was adirect descendant of the Nesieem. . . . He appointed him over the
land of Egypt and, from then on, the position of Nagid began in Egypt. He had power,
through the edict of the king, of punishment and enforcement through the use of the cane

and whip . . . Thissituation lasted until the time of Rambam, z"I. Divre Yosef - R.
Y osef Sambari
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My brothers, you should know that the strains of the times are forcing us to prevail upon
you for help. [We normally wouldn't have asked you,] although it isa merit for you to
take part in [our Torah studies]. When we wer e supported by the government wedid
not bother you with our needs. It isalready two years since our brethren were punished
[by the Calif al-Hakhim 996-1020]. It is therefore impossible for us to ask for support
from the government. Letter to the Jewish community of Damiette from Rav

Y oshiah Gaon of the Y eshiva of Ramlah
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| thought to simply make Alexandria a short cut on my way. | didn't plan to delay my
carriage there. Thiswas until | met he who was stronger than |, who serves as an
appointee of my master. Thisis the amazing man of wisdom, the colleague, my master
and teacher R. Aharon Hadayan (the judge). Letter from R. Yehudah Hal evi
addressed to R. Shmuel HaNagid (of Egypt)
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My master and teacher, R. Aharon, the wonderful friend, amazing judge, the chief

officer, the teacher of ethics, the most illustrious of colleagues, the leading speaker, the
light of Torah and brightness of logic, the pillar of Talmud and the support of Gemora. . .
Letter from R. Yehudah HaL evi addressed to R. Aharon ben Tzion Alemani
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After the passing of Rav Y osef Hal evi the world became bereft of yeshivos, the source
of wisdom. Even though Rav Meir, his son and Rav Meir his nephew, were his disciples,
received his traditions and were immense scholars [who should have inherited his
mantle], the tzaddik [Rav Y osef] died right before the beginning of terrible times. After
the passing of Rav Y osef Hal evi, z'l, there were years of hostilities, decrees and
enforced conversion of Jews. The [population] left and went into exile. Those who were
for death, to death; and those who were for the sword, to the sword; and those who were
for the famine, to the famine; and those who were for captivity, to the captivity.
[Paraphrasing Jeremiah 15:2] There was something that was worse than the prophecy of
Jeremiah: Those who were for apostasy, to become apostates. This was due to the sword
of ibn Tamuras who went forth to [reek havoc on] the world in the year 1142 (1112) and
decreed to force Jews to leave the community [of faith]. They said: Come, and let us cut
them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may no longer be remembered
(Psalms 83:5). And so it was. No remnant of the Jewish people remained in all of the
kingdom of Tzala at one end of the world until al Mahdia. Because of this, the sons of
Rav Y osef could not establish yeshivas. Rather, they went into exile to the city of Toledo.
There they tried to establish disciples to the best of their ability. The Holy One, blessed
be He, approved of their actions and helped them. These scholars represent the last of the
Sages of the Talmud in our times. Raavad - Sefer HaK abbalah
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VI.. AreJewsAllowedto Livein Egypt?
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"Y e shall henceforth return no more that way," (Deut. 17:16). For the purpose of
dwelling you shall not return. Y ou may return however for the purposes of doing
business [with the Egyptiang], to purchase merchandise, or to conquer theland. Talmud
Y erushalmi Sanhedrin 10:9
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Alexandria of Egypt (Yoma 38a) : Eventhoughitiswritten, "Yeshall henceforth
return no morethat way," (Deut. 17:16) they have explained in the Sifrei: For the
purpose of dwelling you shall not return. Y ou may return however for the purposes of
doing business [with the Egyptians], or to conquer the land. However it is perplexing as
to how the [Jewish] world has justified itself in our own daysto dwell in Egypt. For
instance, [as in the case of] Rambam, of blessed memory, and many other great men.
There are those that say that those [original] cities have already become mixed [with
foreigners] or they became desolate and the present cities are actually not the original
ones and were settled [by different peoples] afterwards. Rabbi Eliezer of Metz answered
this problem by saying that Scripture only forbade going back over that same road from
Eretz Yisrael viathe desert to Egypt. [Thisis based] on the wording of Scripture: "Ye
shall henceforth return no morethat way." (Deut. 17:16) The most correct
explanation is that the prohibition was only in effect as long as Jews were dwelling on
their land. In our times, however, when we are condemned to be dispersed throughout all
the corners of the world, all of the land outside of Israel has one status. The only
prohibition isto willfully leave Eretz Yisrael to go abroad. Ritva Yoma 38a
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In Egypt, | heard from Rav Shmuel, of blessed memory, one of the grandchildren of
Rambam, of blessed memory, that when Rambam would sign his signature, he would
preface it with the phrase: the undersigned who violates three prohibitions every day, and
then sign his name. | wanted to console him and told him that perhaps Rambam z'| was
forced to be in Egypt because he was the [personal] doctor to the king of Egypt. Rav
Eshtori HaParchi - Kaftor VaFerach, Chapter 5



